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3EMNSA 3EMNETPACEHUN

IUIABA 1. Kpucmannuueckoe okHo

KOTJIA YMIIBSIMY Boiicy 6bU10 TpUALATE JIET, OH MOTEPAI TOA
XU3HU. OIHMM NPEKPaCcCHbIM aBYCTOBCKHM YTPOM OH Ilel oT 6ubnuo-
Teku 1o ITaToif ABeHIO MUMO KaMEHHBIX JIbBOB, OXPaHIBIIUX LUIMPOKHE
CTYIIEHH, a 3aTeM, IOl CIyCTs, BAPYT OKa3aincs Ha OONbHMYHON KOkike
B rocnuraie «benbBbioy. [larpynsHbiit Hawen boiica 6e3 co3HaHus Ha
OIHOM M3 mpocTopHBIX nyxaek LientpansHoro IMapka. U3 «benbBpro»
TOT YroAuJl MpsAMO B aj.

AMHe3us He ObU1a 4eM-To Heu3BecTHBIM. [lcuxuarpsl ckazanu Boiicy,
4TO, IPU HaJyIeXalleM JIeYeHHUH, TaMATh JOJDKHA K HeMy BepHYThCA. A
[OKa 4YTo, OyZleT JTyulie BCero BEpHYThCs B 3HAKOMYIO KOJIEIO U 3aHATbCS
TEM e, YeM OH 3aHUMaJicid JO TOro, KaK BHE3allHO BbINANl U3 TEYEHUS
BPEMEHHU roj Hazaj.

3Byuainio-to 310 npocro. M boiic nonpobosan 3to caenars. Ho emy
COBEpPLICHHO pa3OHPaBUIIOCh NpeNozaBark B yHUBepcuTere. EMy kaza-
J0Ch, YTO KTO-TO ero npecienyer. OH cTajl OJEpXKUMbIM M NOHAJ, 4TO
JIOJDKEH BBIACHUTD, KyJa TOJIEBAJICS LIEJIbINA rojl, HHAYe TaK U He yAacTCs
BEPHYTBCA K NPEeXHEH XKU3HU.

H3penka x Boiicy, MenbkatolmiuMy oOpbIBKaMH, BO3Bpallajiach Ma-
MATb. Yb€-TO CMYIJIOE, ycaToe JIMLO, TUXU roJioc, Ka3anoch, XOPOLIO
3HaKOMbiii, FrOBOpALIMIA Ha 3HAKOMOM, HO, TEM HE MEHee, CTPaHHOM
A3bIKE.

OnHaxIbl, HA YPOKE KIacCUYECKUX s3bIKOB, Boiic ycnbiman stor
A3bIK — 3aUUTBIBANICSA CPEJHEBEKOBbIN ()paHIly3CKUHA MaHYCKpHINT, Ha-
NUCaHHBIR Ha cTapodpaHLy3ckoM LiecTUBeKoBoOH naBHocTH. Ho Boiic
HIOHMMAJI €ro, kak porHoii. EMy noka3anoch 3TO 0O4€Hb CTPAHHBIM. ..

3areM B ero mamsaTd BCIUIBUTM TeMHble GUTYphbl B MaHTUSX, ABHUIra-
JOLIKECs CO CBepXbEeCTECTBEHHOM MMOKOCThIO, 3acTaBuBllUell boiica co-
JPOTHYTbCSl BCEM TEJIOM OT YUCTOrO yxaca. ITO BOCIOMHHAHHE BCerna
00pbIBANIOCH MPAKTHYECKH MIHOBEHHO, OyATO pasym nosponsn boiicy
JIMLb MENbKOM B3MIAHYTh Ha Hero. B Takue MOMEHTbl OH HayMHal
60sTbCsA, YTO MpaBia O MPONABLUEM IOJE MOXET CBECTH €ro C yMa OT
yxKaca.

Ho urto-To nocrosHHO TAHYJO Boiica k 3abbiTomy nepuony. OH pe-
LI, YTO 3TO KaKUM-TO 00Pa3oM CBA3aHO C KPHCTAJIOM, KOTOPBIA OH
Haiuen y cebs B xapMaHe nociie Bbinucku U3 «benbBbio». Kpucrann
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Boyce knew belore he touched Irathe how ber strong sobt body would tesl in his arms. (CHAP. X}

Lands of the Earthquake

By HENRY KUTTNER

William Boyce, in whose veins flows the blood of crusaders,
goes on the quest of a lost memory and a mysterious woman in
an odd clime where cities move and time stands motionless!

Obi11 HeGONLUIKMM, HO 00pabOTaHHBIM JOCeNle HEBUAAHHBIM CIIOCOOOM.
Hekoropble rpaiu 6bUH BBIMYKIbIMHU, ApYTHe — BOTHYThIMH. OH GbUT
coBeplieHHo npospauHbiM. M Boiic uyBcTBOBanm cebs... Hekomdop-
THO... KOTa He HOCWII KpUCTaJT y ceOs B kapMaHe. OH Jjaxke He [OHU-
MaJl, no4yemy.

[Mpouwno MHOro BpEMEHH — LieJIbIil I0J, MOJHBINA OeCIOKOWCTRA U HEy-
BepeHHOCTH. Bee 6onblie u 6oinbiue aHeit boiic npoBoau, CIOHSICH MO
ropozy U pasbickiBas HEM3BeCTHO 4TO. OH Ha4Yas MUTh — MUTh CITULIKOM
MHOTO M Aaxe elue Oonble.

Paiion psijiom ¢ Met PuBep, pacnonoxeHHBIH K IOTY OT HEHTpaib-
HOH YacTH ropojia, ka3anoch, Oosnblile Bcero npupiekan boiica. Horaa,
HaMMBIUKCH BUCKU, OH OPOMIUII T10 TUXUM YITULIAM, CKaB B Kyllake KpH-
cTaul, JeXxauluii B kKapMaHe, BEYHO Ka3aBLIMICSA XOJIOIHBIM ¥ HUKOTIA
He HarpeBaroluMcd 0T IPUKOCHOBEHUs. Bce rpomMue v rpomue, Bce Ha-
cTolMuMBee W HacToHuMBee 3Ball bolica ronoc u3 noTepsHHOro roja.
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Belind his higer-beasts, leaning om the leath, the huotyman came in biy tigor-stnped garments. (CHAP. XY

TemHOe U110, BMECTE CO MHOXKECTBOM APYTHX 00pa30B, MOSBISIOCH

y HETO Mepej [Ma3amH Yaliie, yeM pasbiie. OH Haqall IOHUMATh, YTO CaMo

o ce6e NMLo He UMeeT 3HayeHus. OHO, CKopee BCEro, JIMIIb KII0Y K Ka-

Koi-To TaifHe. Y 0HO OBLIO JlaXke He UBBIM JIHLIOM, 8 HAPUCOBAHHBIM. ..
7



Onnaxasl Bolic yBuaen 3to nuuo HasBy. M mowien 3a yenoBekoM,
JlepKach Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOAHHM, IO YIMIAM, MOCTENEHHO CTaHO-
BALIMMCS OY€Hb 3HAKOMBIMH. .. HakoHel, OH O4yTWICs y IpeBHErO, y3-
KOTO 3JaHUs U3 KOPUYHEBOro KaMmHs psgoM ¢ Hict Pusep — u neiicTBu-
TEJILHO, OKHA C IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHBI, HABEPHAKA, BBIXOIMIU Ha
pexky. [Ipsamo Ha rmasax boiica, 4enoBek OTKpBUT ABEPh U BOLIEN B JIOM,
u Boiic, He B cuax NMOHATH MOYEMY, cpasy e Y3Hal MeCTO, KOTOpoe
TSHYJIO ero Tak JO0JIro.

OH cTucHyn 3y6bl, B30YXJIM >keNBaKu MoJ ryctoit wetuHod. OH ne-
pelen yepe3 yJHILy, MOAHSAJICS O KOPOTKO# JIECTHULE U CTall XKIaTh, He
CMest TI03BOHUTD B 3BOHOK. 3aTeM, HaCyUBLUIUCH, MPOTAHYI PYKY.

YEPE3 cexyHay 1Bepb OTKpbLIACh.

B rpyau boiica 3axsionana KpeuibsMu naHuka. OH IIarHyn Bre-
pen, ¥ 4YeNoBeK, CMOTPALIMIA Ha Hero, NOCTOPOHMIICS, MOJO3PUTENBHO
HaXMYpHBILHUCE.

Bsrnan boiica npowen Mumo Hero. OH noyemy-To 3Han 3TOT AJIMH-
Hbl{, TEMHbI} 3a1 Tak e, KaK WU 3Hajl JECTHULbI: OHY, YXOMSLLYIO BO
MpakK, a BTOPY10, BEAYLIY0 BHU3.

— Bam koro? — pe3ko crnipocun 4yenoBek. — Koro BbI nuiere?

Bolic ycTaBumncsa Ha CTpaHHO 3HAKOMOE JIULIO.

—51... meHs 30ByT boiic, — HeyBepeHHO OTBETHJI OH. — Bhbl... He MOM-
HUTE MeHA?

— boiic? — YesioBek MpHCTanbLHO MOCMOTpEN €My B I71a3a, M €ro JIMLO
CHOBA BCIBIXHYJO MOAO3pUTENBHOCTBIO. — HeT, yepT nobepu! ITocny-
LiaiiTe, MUCTEp... YTO BaM HY»HO? 5] Bac He 3Halo.

V¥ Boiica nepecoxio B ropine.

— JlBa roma Haszan... I, HaBepHOe, CUJIBHO M3MEHMJICS, HO HE Ha-
CTOJIBKO, YTOOBI BBl HE CMOIJIM MEHS y3HATh.

— 51 mepBbIit pa3 B )KU3HU BaC BHXKY.

— CkonbKO Bbl TYT JKuBeTe?

— Jler pecAts, — ckasan yenosek. — He cuuras...

— 51 3Ha10 3TOT AOM! — OTHYAasIHHO BOCKIIMKHY boiic. — BoH TaM roctu-
Hasi C KAMUHOM.

OH Bo1uesn Tak 6bICTPO, YTO XO3MH JloMa ocTalcs no3aau. Yepes ce-
KyHAay boiic npouien yepe3 3aHaBeLUEHHbIH NPOXOA U CTaNl OMIAAbIBATH
3arpOMOX/IEHHY 0, MPaUHY}O KOMHATy — KOMHaTy, KOTOpPYIO OH 3Hau!

I'nasa Bolica ocTaHOBUIMCH Ha KaMUHE, @ 3aTEM IOAHSUINCH BBILIE.
Tam Bucena 4yTh 3aTeMHEHHas, oOpamieHHas ¢ororpadus cMyrioro
YesoBeKa IMOYTH B HATYpPaJIbHYIO BETUYHHY.

Boiic nomuun ¢ororpaguio. .. Ho He yenoBeka! OH pe3Ko pa3BepHYJIC.
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— l'oBopto Bam, s 3Hat0 3TOT Aom! S yBepeH B 3Tom! — OH CHOBa 1O-
4yBCTBOBAJl HEOObACHUMYIO, KpaifHIOI0 HEOOXOAMMOCTb CIIEIUHUTb ... HO
Kyna?

— INocnyinaiite, — OTBETU CMYIIIBIH, — 5 yXKe CKa3all, YTO JKUBY TyT
JIecATb JIET, He CYMTasi TOTO BpEMEHH, koraa s ciasan aoM. M caasan s
ero HekoMy XoskomOy, a He Boiicy.

— Xonkom6y? A kem oH 6b11?

— 51 ero HUKOrAa He BuAen. BeeM 3aHumancs Mol anBokar. S yexan
Y yepes roj BepHyiics. Tak HU pa3y u He BCcTpeTuics ¢ XonkomboM. Ho
€ro 3Bajil UMEHHO TaK.

boiic 3acTbul Ha MecTe, MbITasACh MOHATb XOTb YTO-HUOYAb B ITOH
TEMHOM ncTopuu. BHe3anHo OH HanpaBuiCs K ABEpY U NpOLIEN B 3aJl.

— Oif, — OKpUKHYJ cMyTbIH, HO Bolic He ocTaHoBUIICS.

OH 3HaJ, KyJa HJerT.

— Tam Huyero HeT! — npokpuyan eMy Bcjel HErOCTENPUUMHBIA XO-
35IMH, KOTZIa OH Hayaj CIyCcKarbcs MO JiecTHHLE. — B moxaeane mycro.
Mucrep, 5 BbI30BY...

Ho boiic yxxe nponan u3 Buay. OT CUJILHOTO MpPEIBKYILUEHUs KaKo-
rO-TO OTKPBHITHSA Y HEro y4yacTuioch JpixaHue. OH He 3Haj, 4TO Hai-
JET TYT, HO YyBCTBOBaJl, YTO, HAKOHEL,, HAXOAUTCsl HA BEPHOM MYyTH.
3T0T HeOoOBACHUMBIH 30B BbI3bIBAN y Boiica Ipoxb BO BceM Telne, MoA-
TaNIKUBaJl €10, MpHKa3biBaJl cleNlaTh TO, YTO OH JOJDKeH OBl chenarh
JlaBHbIM-[ABHO.

OH OTKpBUI JBEPb, M1 KOMHATA 32 Hel 0Ka3anach TECHOH M MbIILHOM.
B pacTpeckaBIIMXCA AOIMIATHIX CTEHAX HE OBLIIO OKOH, M €AMHCTBEHHBIH
TYCKJIbI{i CBET IUeN u3-3a CnuHbI boiica, moka OH cTOs1 B MpOXoJe M
OITISIABIBANl CTPAHHO 3HAKOMYIO KOMHATy. DTO NMOMEILEHHE MOXOANIIO
Ha Jo0yI0 Ipyryio KBaJpaTHYIO MyCTYIO KOMHAaTy, — HO, TEM HE MEHee,
Boiic B310XHYN ¢ TyOOKUM, XOTA U HEMOHATHbIM YIOBJIETBOPEHHEM.

Bot ona. Bor 3t1a komHara. UMeHHO TyT HaxonuTcd... 4To?

Boiic caenan war Brepea ¥ CTYMI Ha NbUTBHBIH non. KomHara 6bi1a
TaKo# MycToi, 4TO, KOTAA OH LUarHyyl BHYTpb, €r0 B3[VIAJ MOI' [IPHUTS-
HYTb JUIOb €JUHCTBEHHBIH MpeameT. Ha nosike Ha cTeHe crosn Aelle-
BBl CTEKJIAHHBIN MOACBEYHHUK, U3 KOTOPOrO TOpYaJia OIUIbIBILIAs CBeYa.
Tonbko cBeyHOH BOCK BbIMIAJEN HEMHOro ctpaHHo. ITouTu uuCThIH
BOCK C HEXXHBIM 3€JIEHOBATO-TOyObIM OTTEHKOM, TOYHO BeyepHee Hebo,
¥ TakoH MpO3payHblif, YTO Hepe3 ero MnojypacriiaBieHHOE OCHOBAaHUE
npocsBe4yuBal GUTHIb.

Hap ronosoit nocasimanuce wary. boiic nogouen k ceeye U Apoxa-
MM NaJbLEeM KOCHYJICH Hee.

— 51 noMH10 370, — NpoluenTan oH. — S| yxe Buaen 310 padbuie. Ho
KoMHaTa... OHa OTHOBPEMEHHO U3MEHMWIACh U HE U3MEHHNAch. Takoii
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MyCTOl M rpsi3HO OHa HUKOTTA He Obuta. Bee ke, MHe KaXeTcs, 4TO-TO
U3MeHWI0Ch. HO OHA BBIJIAMT. .. TaK, KaK HYXHO, Iaxe ceifvac.

BbIJIO CIMIIKOM TeMHO, 4TOObl pa3miifeTh Kakue-To Aetanu. Boiic
3aer CIUYKY U IOJIHEC ee K CBEYe.

KomMHuara. .. nomkHa 6bu1a O6ITE HEMHOTO ApyToit. O6cTaBneHHO# 60-
nee 6oraro. ['ne miropbt? Ykpawenus? Lllenk? Ho ona no-npexxHeMy
BBIVIsiZIENIa UMEHHO TaK, KaK J0JhkHa Oblia BEINISAETh. Kak...

QUTHIIb 3arOpesics U MEIJICHHO PaciiBell 30JIOTUCTHIM OBAJIOM.

bolic 3arauin apixaHue.

— Yero-To He XBaTaeT, — TUXO MpOU3Hec OH. — Yero-To...

KpucTasni, KOTopblid OH HOCHJI ¢ coboii 1Ba rofa, OyKBaJIbHO 3aMO-
PO3UIT ero maiblibl, KOIJa OH YUCTO pedIeKTOpHO MoAHsAn ero. Boiic
NOJIHEC KaMEHb K CBeYe, U MJIaMs Hayasio BbIOMBATh HCKOPKH C ero rpa-
Heit. KOMHara Ha CeKYHIy HalOJIHWIACh CKAYyIIMMH CBETIAYKAMHU, a
Ha DOy, CTeHax M NoToJke Oe3yMHO 3aruiicanu oroHbku. Pyka Boiica
3arpaciach.

Tenepb OH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO B 3TOT MOTEPSHHbIA roj yxe MOAHOCHI
KPUCTAJLI K CBeye, MOKa OHA... OHa...

BHE3AIIHO Ha cTeHaX MosBUJIMCH TeHH. OHM LIE€BEIUIIUCH, CTa-
HOBWJIUCH BC€ Tylle, noka bokc cMoTpen Ha HUX OKpPY[VIMBLUMMUCSH
ma3aMu. Bokpyr Hero cobupanock ¥ pociio CTpaHHOeE, Tyckiioe yopaH-
CTBO, TEHEBbIE 3aHABECKU INPUHAJIUCH Pa3BEBAThCA, CIOBHO IPU3paKu
Ha NpU3payHOM BETPY, JYHOBEHMs KOTOPOro OH He 4yBCTBOBaJ. M3 He-
CYLLIECTBYIOUIUX CKJIAJOK CBEPKHYJIM AparolleHHOCTH.

Boiica Bce elle OKpy»aiH rojibie JOCKU, Cepble, MbUIbHbIE H MOTpe-
CKaBLUMECS, HO ACKOPATHUBHbIE 3aHABECKH y>K€ Hayalau MPUHUMATh Te-
HeBylo (opMy, OeCHIyMHO HIeecTs Ha HeHAcTosieM, Oe33ByYHOM Be-
Tpy. TeHH CTaHOBUIMCHL BCe rylle M ryuie. JIocku yxe NpakTU4eCKH
CKPBUIHCH MO/ MPU3Pa4HbIM YOPaHCTBOM, CJIOBHO roJible KOCTH CKeJleTa,
obpacraromye 3¢peMepHOl IIIOTHIO HILTFO30PHOTO MUPA.

C KaxAbIM TperneTaHUueM IJIaMEHH CBeYU, robOesieHbl CTaHOBUJIMCH
BCE IUIOTHEE U peaslbHee, a JparoleHHOCTU CBepkaiu Bce spue. [loa
Horamu Opi1 6oraro pacluMThIii KOBeEp, MOXOXHUI Ha CIOi TONCTOM,
Msarkoil nbputd. CIOBHO NayTUHA, CIJIETEHHAs CKA30YHbIMU MNayKamu,
[OTOJIOK TOKPBIBAJIM BOJHBI OJIGHHOrO IIenka, KyAa ObUIM BIUIETEHBI
[[BETOYHbIE FUPIHABL. M, TeM He MeHee, CKBO3b BCIO 3Ty KpacoTy boiic
NO-MIPEeXHEMY BUEN rojble pedpa KOMHAThl, CEpble JOCKU, MbUIbHbIE U
HEYXOXXEHHBIE.

OH cHOBa MOAHEC KAMEHb K CBETY, €ro pyKa y»Ke MOYTH He AporKaa.
U Tenepp mjaams cBe4H, PO Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO I'paHel HenpaBU/lb-
HoW opMbl, OTOpOCHIO HAa OOHY W3 CTeH MayTHHY CBeTa, BOBCE He
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Wio30pHy1o0. M Tam ucuesnu ronsie focku. Tam, Kyaa yman CBeT, Ha
cTeHe 00pazoBalICsl KPUCTAJUTMYECKHUI y30p 3aMbIciioBaToi GopMsl, Ta-
KO TOHKUI1 M YUCTBIA, KAK CHEXXUHKA.

Kazanoce, y3op craHoBUJICS Bce spue npsamo Ha ra3ax boiica. Ha
CTeHaX KOJIBIXAJIMCh TNpU3payHble 3aHABECKH, HaJl TOJNIOBOH BOJTHAMHU
B3ABIMAJIUCH LIEJIKOBbIE TUPJISH/IBI, HO Y30p Ha CTeHe ObLT HETIOJABMIKEH
¥ cTaHOBUIICs Oornee 1 6onee HachIEHHbIM U ipkUM. CBET OT I1aMeH!
CBEYM MOILLHO JIMJICS Y€epe3 KPUCTall, CIOBHO YCUIMBAEMblil IMH30I,
U Majall Ha CTeHy HeKol MaTepuaiibHO# cybcTaHuueid. OH NpoONMTHI-
BaJl CTEHY, PaCTBOPSUT €€ U BBITPABIISUI HA HEHl y30p KpUCTalia, CIIOBHO
KaKoi-TO CTpaHHOH, APKOI KUCJIOTOH, OCTaBIsABLIECH BEUHBINA clie]] Ha
IIOBEPXHOCTH, Kyia ajiajl pUCyHOK CBETa.

Yepes y30p oyem eemep... — cMyTHO 3ameTun boiic. 3aHaBecku pas-
BEBAJIUCH OT CJIOXKHOIO y30pa Ha CTeHe B 00€ CTOPOHBI, OyATO CBET BbI-
pe3an npoxoJ HapyKy, M U3 Jpyroro MUpa ayi Jerkuit BeTepox.

Ho 370 ObI10 AbIXaHUe Apyroro Mupa, nockonbKy boiic He ourywan
ero.

BHe3anHo ero pyka 3anpoxaina. 3to ObUI0 HEBO3MOXHO. DTOro He
Momo ObITh. DTO ObUIA rAJUTIOLMHALKA, POKAECHHAs aNKOroyieM, U de-
pe3 CEeKyH]ly OH OYHETCS B KakoM-HUOYZb TyCKJIOM yrojike 6apa ¢ rpoM-
KOWM METaJJIMYECKON My3bIKOH B ylax U TOJION BOKPYT — a HE C 9TUMHU
OecLIyMHBIMH 3aHAaBECKaMM Ha CTEHAX, BBIMNIAIAUIAX TaK Myrarolie
3HaKOMO.

Pyxu boiica 3agpoxanu — 1a. Ho He cBeT Ha cTeHe. He Beps cBoum
masaMm, bolic MeaneHHo onyctun kpucrani. CeT He u3MeHuics. bolic
CTHCHYJI KPUCTaJUI — KaAMEHb OBIJT €Lle XOJIO[IHEE, YeM MpeXxJie, OT Uero
ero pyka 3amepsJia, — M TOJOXKHI DIaJKuid, OnecTaui npeamer o6-
parHO B KapMaH, He CBOJA IJ1a3 CO CTEHBI.

KpacuBbliii, cBeTslmiics y30p nepecran ObITb TONbKO UIPOii CBETA.
OH ctan peaneH. Cran O0ONbIIUM CBEPKAIOLIKUM XPYCTaJIbHBIM PUCYH-
KOM, XOJIO/IHBIM U COBEPUICHHBIM, KakK CHEXKMHKA, U TAKUM XKe XPYIKUM.
Boiic 3Han 310. HO OTKya — OH MOHSATHS HE UMel.

OnHaxo, y30p ObUT €AMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OCTANOCH HACTOSALLETO B KOM-
Hate. OOHa)KeHHBIE KOCTH CTeH, MbUTbHBIE 1 paCTPECKaBIIHECS HOCKH,
KyZa-To ucuesnu. ['obeneHpl, pa3BeBaromiMecss Ha apOMaTHOM BeTepke,
JIYIOIEM U3 XpyCTalIbHOI CTeHbl, ObUTH OoJiee pealibHbIMU, YEM OH CaM.
Ho Hu roGeneHbl, HU HEOLLYTUMBIH BeTep He 00JiaAanyu HeoCnopUMOi
peaibHOCTBIO y30pa.

Tyt 6bU10 ewme yTo-T0 — U Bo¥ic U30 BCeX CHUJI MOMBITANICS TOHATS,
4TO.
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Ona ymma f10 Hero. Bot urto 310 65UTO! BOT 4TO NpecnenoBano ero
TaK JOJro, [OJBOAS OKOJbHbIMU MyTSAMM K 3TOMY MOMEHTY U K ITOH
BOJILIEOHOM KOMHaTe.

bolic Buzen, Kak OH CTOsJIA TYT HECKOJIBKO MECSLIEB Ha3a — MTHOBE-
HHe Ha3aj, — IOTOMY 4TO BpeMs IOTEPSIO Kakoe-JIN0o 3HauYeHHUe, 0K
oH BcnoMuHan. Ho oH He Bujen ee nuua. OHa cTOs1a K HEMY CIIMHOMA
B 3TOH OOoraro ykpalleHHOH, CBETALIelcs KOMHATe, — JIMIUEb CUIIYy3T Ha
¢one Gonpuioro Gnecrsiiero yopa Ha creHe. Bbicokui cuityaT, npe-
KpPAacCHBI CUJIy3T, OMACHBIN. ..

B pasyme boilica BcnibixHyn cBeT. OH BAPYT YBHIEN €€, CJIOBHO BHe-
3alHO pachaxHyJUCh CTaBHU, HAa CEKyHAY OHa NOBEpHYJach, OMIAHY-
Jlach yepes IUIeUOo U B3IVIAHYJa eMy B IJiasa.

Ona ynbibHynach. Boiic yBuaen, kak H30THYIUCh ee ajlble ryObl, Kak
BCTIBIXHYJIH ee OeNnoCHEeXHbIE 3yOKH U KaK JIIOBBIM OTHEM Ha 3aTeM-
HEHHOM JIMLIE 3acCBETUJIMCh ee ra3a. B ee ynpiOke Oblna ONacHOCThb
u Apkui, ocnemnsomuii ceetT. [Ipuralenue u yrposa. A 3areM OHa
ardyna Brnepea u... u...

Ha, ato 6bu10 npurnaweHue. Bo3MoxHO, 3TO Mpou30LINo roja Ha-
3a]... a, MOXKET, IIPOLLIO TONBKO MTHOBEHHE. BpeMs Huuero He 3HaYMI10
1 Hee. A oHa O3Hayana yxac u Heyto eule xyawee. OHa o3Hauana,
yTo pa3syM boiica onycreer HaBcerga. Ho, kyna Obl oHa HU mouina, oH
JIOJDKEH UATH CIIEAOM.

OH coBepuieHHO 3a0bl1 Bce, KpoMe 3TOro.

W cneno marHyn Brepen. BeiTpaBneHHbIH OECKOHEUYHBIM YHCIOM
KPOLIEYHBIX XpyCTallbHbIX FpaHeil, y30p cTeHbl HaBuC Haj bolicom. OH
BHJEN, KaK 3@ CTEHON 4TO-TO IUIEBEIUTCS, U MOHAI, YTO €ro XXIET onac-
HOCTb, HO €My ObLIO Bce paBHO. [lepeq masamu y Hero crosso sipkoe,
CMEIOLIEeCs, Y)KacHOe JIMLO, 3aropaXuBarollee Bce octanbHoe. Kpome
Hee, OH He BUJIENT HUYEero.

Boiic UHCTUHKTUBHO MOAHS PYKHU, YTOObI 3ALUUTUTD cebsl... ¥ BCie-
MYIO IpOILIEN CKBO3b CTEKJIO.

OH ycablluas, Kak OHO pacKajblBaeTCst BOKPYT CO 3By KOM ThICAYU KO-
LIEYHbIX 3BEHALLMX KOJOKOJIBYUKOB. OLIyTHJI, KaK B PYKU BOH3AIOTCS
ocTtpble rpaHu. [lodyyBcTBOBasl NOPBHIB MPOHU3BIBAIOLLETO, XOJIOAHOIO
BO3YyXa, U 3aT€M MUp M0 HOraMu NPOBAJIWICS, U OH IOJIETEN BHU3.

ITocse aToro boiic He MOMHUN YK€ HUYEro.

IJTIABA 11. Oxomnux

BIAJIEKE KTO-TO cmesncsa. boiic oTkpbL1 [71a3a U COHHO OCMO-
TpeJs Ha rofyboBaTo-cepyro AbIMKY, IUTbIBYILYIO Iepell HUM. 3a Hel u
BBILIE OH YBHJEN TyMaH, CJIOAMM BHUCSIIMI B MPOXJIaJIHOM BO3IyXe, a
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ellle Aanblie — 4YTO 3TO, Topbl? — OTPOMHYIO KAMEHHYIO CTEHY, HCYe3a-
I0LYI0 B o0naKkax.

CHoBa mocrbliajcst cMeX. Yke He u3aaneka, a ¢ bonee O6nau3Koro
paccTosiHMA, ¥ B HeM ObIIO Kakoe-To pelyaHHe. bolic Heykmoxe cer,
IBITAsICh MOHATH, YTO C HUM CIIyYHIIOCh.

Bokpyr nexanu cepkatouiye obnomku crexna. I'naas Ha Hux, boiic
CTajl BCIIOMMHATb.

Ho ceifyac oH cuzaen Ha KaMEHHOM BBICTYIIE, XOJOJAHOM U Clerka
BII@XKHOM, a 00epHYyBIIKCb, BUAEN 3a CODOI CEpyI0 KAMEHHYIO CTEHY,
OTBECHO yxoAs1yto B o0iaka. OkHo? TyT He ObII0 HUKAKOro OkHa. TeM
He MeHee, KaKUM-TO 00pa30M OH OKa3ajIcs Ha 3TOM BBICTYIIE, IOCKOIbKY
TYT JI€XKaJI0 CTEKJIO, pa30UTOE OT €ro NPOXOXKAEHHs Yepe3 y3o0p.

Beictyn 6611 y3kuM. KaMeHHbI# kapHU3 cTyckalics B 00€ CTOPOHBI OT
TOrO MecTa, rae cuzen bolic. BonHbl TymaHa CKpblBaiy TO, YTO JIEXKAJIO
BHU3Y. Ho Bniepeau, 1anexo 3a npomblBaroliMmMy obnakaMu, BUAHEIUCH
OallHi OropoOXKEHHOTO CTEHOH, MMEIOLIEr0 CTpaHHY (GopMy ropoza.
Bolic moMopran, BcMarpuBasich BO BlaXKHbIi BO3AYX.

O6naka coeMHANUCH, Pa3pbIBAIUCh 1 COEAUHAINCH BHOBb Haf BCeil
JIOJIMHOM, HO KPBILIKM ropofa MOAHMMAJINCH CIIMILKOM BBICOKO, YTOOBI
UX MOXHO 6bi10 CKpbITh. Boiic yBHAEN, UTO HEKOTOpbIE U3 HUX ObLIn
13 KaMHs, a Jpyrue U3 4ucToro crekna. OHu, — rojocarsle, y30pyarsie
WM OJHOLBETHBIE, — NOXOJWIA Ha MaJIaTKH, KOJIBILUYLIHECs: Ha BETPY.

B nonuune 6b1n0 nonyremHo, u boiic yBuzaen oruu, cusoiye cpeam
Kpbitll. OHK OTHU JIMJTUCh CJIOBHO U3 XPyCTaJIbHBIX LIApOB, a ApYrHe,
KaK U3 (POHAPHUKOB, U3 PA3HOLBETHBIX MaTepyaThiX HaBECOB, TAKUX e
ApKUX, Kak camu Kkpbiluv. CIOBHO B ropofie Nnpoxoaun kapHasail. Ho
TYT ObUIO KO€-YTO ellie, YTO He MOoHpaBuiiock boiicy. BocnomuHanue nu
3TO, MOMbITANICS MOHATH OH, HEYTO, 3aphiToe Oonee NTy6OKo, UMM HH-
CTUHKT, MpeAyNPeXAatolLnii O TOM, YTO 32 BbICOKMMH CTEHaMH TauTCs
ONacHOCThH?

3a cTeHaMU B JaJIbHEM KOHIIE HOJIMHBI ObUIH ONATH o0slaka TyMaHa, a
3a TyMaHOM — ropbl. OHY MOJHUMAJIUCh BCE BbILLE U BblLIE, — OIHA BEp-
IUMHA IPOMO3AMNACH Haf JpYyroH, OOWH nepeBan HaBucal Haj APYTHM,
— MOKa He CKPBIBAIUCH B HU3KHX OONakax.

Ha oaHom n3 6nuxaiilunx MUKOB pacroyiokKUICS TMraHTCKUHA 3aMOK.
Boiic npuiypuncs ¥ TIETHO MOMBITAICA Pa3MIsAeTh (GopMy 3TOro
3panusa. TymaH Ha ceKyHAy mopenen, OyATo Haj CUEHON NMPHUIIOTHAIM
3aHaBec.

Boiic yBuaen orpomMHble 3yOuaTbie OalllHU € albIM 3HAMEHEM, M0XO0-
MM Ha S3bIK [UIAMEHH, MOAHUMAIOILMICA U3 caMOl BBICOKOHW 4acTH
3aMka — [MaBHOH OalHu. Bce 3TO Moxoauno Ha CTapuHHYIO KapTUHY,
— MOLHOE HarpOMOXKAEHHE YKPEIUIEHHBIX CTEeH U OaileH. 3aMoK Moka-
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3ancs boiicy yAnBUTENBEHO 3HAKOMBIM, KaK M BECh 3TOT COH, 3Ta HEBEPO-
ATHas 3eMJIs TyMaHa U rop.

3areM o6Jiaka HakaTWIM CHOBA, M 3aMOK HMCYe3 BMECTe CO CBOUM
TUIAMEHHBIM 3HaMEHeM, CJIIOBHO Ha MTHOBEHHE BCILIBUIO YTpaueHHOe
BOCIIOMMHAHHE, a [IOTOM HMCYe3/0 CHOBA, WM OyATO TyMaH NpOULIOro
HaBcera MorIoTHI 3TH ApeBHUe OalIHu.

Boiic MeaneHHO NOAHSJICS Ha HOTH.

W xorma oH yxke BcTal, CHOBAa pasjajcs CMeX, Temnepb yxe Oonee
3BYUHBI{, PaJlOCTHbI, HO C KaKUM-TO NpeAynpexIeHUeM, CKpblBato-
MMce 3a 3TOH pafoCThIO.

Boiic noBepHyincs. Kazanoce, cMex 1en cBepxy, a yepe3 CEeKyHAay Ty-
MaH oTcTynui, u boiic yBuaen toro, kto cmesiics. CTos 4yTb NMOBbILLE
Ha BBICTYIIE, C TYMAHOM, KpYy>kallluMcsl BOKpYT Hero, Ha boiica cmoTpen
KaKoH-TO BBICOKHH uenoBek. boiic ycTaBWICS Ha HEro ¢ OKpYyTIUBIIHU-
MUCA [T1a3aMHU.

C nepBOro B3IJIs/ia OH He MOHSUI, Ha CAMOM JIH JieJie 4eJloBeK 3apoc
TUTPUHBIM MEXOM, IOCKOJIbKY €ro JUIMHHbIE MYCKYJIUCTbIE HOTH U THO-
Koe Teno ObUIM pbDKeBATO-KOPUYHEBbIMU M OTIMBAIM OapXaTuCThbiM
6neckom. Ho yneibaromeecs nuio yenopeka ObU10 GI€AHBIM, a U3-TIOA
KaIOIOHA U3 TUTPUHOM 1KY PbI BEIOMBAIMCH YE€PHbIE BONOCHI.

Yenoek 00eMMM pyKaMu yXBaTuics 3a KOXKaHblii peMeHb, U boiic
CMYTHO BHJIeJ KOHTYpPBI MIAJIKUX TeN Y ero Hor. PeMeHb oka3zancs mo-
BOJKOM, HO CO3JaHUii, KOTOpPbIX YEJOBEK Aep)kajl Ha HeM, He Obulo
BUAHO B TYMaHe.

BepxHss ryda yesioBeka B TUTPUHO# LKy pe HPUNOAHSIACH B YIIBIOKE,
Gonplie noxoxel Ha ockal, ¥ OH yOpan OfiHy pyKy C MOBOAKa, YTOObI
nare Boiicy cTpaHHBI 3HaK — 3aMBICJIOBaThie, OBICTpPBIE IBMIKEHUS
najbleB, pa3Ma3aBlinecs B TymMaHe. JKHBOTHbBIE Ha MOBOJKE Y €ro HOT
TYT e 3aBO3WJIMCh, YeJIOBEeK SPOCTHO 3acCMesics U CHOBa CXBaTuJ1 obe-
UMM pyKaMH MMOBOZIOK, 6OpsiCh co cBoeit cBopoit. Ho ero rmiasa Bonpocu-
TesapHO cMoTpenu Ha boiica.

OH npocTO CTOAT U yAEPIKUBAN XKUBOTHBIX. YibIOka nponana. Yeso-
BEK CHOBa ciefnall OBbICTpBIA, TAMHCTBEHHBIH KECT U CHOBA MPHHAJNCS
60poThCsl cO CBOpOIA, OxkuAas oTBeTa. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH HaXMypuiICcs, HO
NpeXxHss ynblOKka Bce paBHO Oblla ApOCTHE.

Boiic nogHsan obe pyku JIanoOHAMH BBEepX, CleNaB yYHHUBEPCaJbHbIi
*ecT Mupa. bonblille OH HUYero He MOT c/iefarh. Y Hero He ObUIO HUKa-
KOT0O OTBETa Ha TAMHCTBEHHbI 3HAK, XOTA OH CMYTHO UyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
JIOJDKEH 3HaTh HY)KHBIN OTBET.

YEJIOBEK KPOBOXAJHO paccMmesincsi, CJI0BHO 0XHJan 3TOM
Heynauu. Ha nomo cekynns! boiicy nokazanock, 4to GneaHblid YenoBek
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CO CTPAUIHbIM BbIp@XEHUEM JIMLA Y3HAN ero. OH NnofyMall, 4To YeJIOBEK
IUTAaET K HEMY BpakaeOHble YyBCTBA, HAAESJICA BCTPETUTHCS C HUM U
Tenepb pajgoCTHO, HO YCTpallaloLLe 3acMesICs, IOTOMY YTO Y HEro mno-
SBUJIACh TaKas BO3MOXXHOCTb.

Cwmex nepepoc B TpuyMQalibHbIil peB, B KOTOPOM MOCIIBILIATIOCH TH-
CPUHOE pblYaHUE, U YENOBEK NPOKPUYaAI, KaK OXOTHHK, IIOBEJIEBAIOLIMH
cBope HarnacTb. [Ipy 9TOM OH npeaynpeAUTENbHO B3MaxXHYJ NOJIOCATOH,
pbDKEBaTO-KOPMYHEBO# PYKOiA, skecToM BeneB boiicy 6exars, yka3biBas
Ha y3KYl0 TPOIY, BEAYLIYIO K JOJNHHE, 1 HEBUIUMbIE )XUBOTHbIE 3allphl-
rajii BOKpYT HEro, noYyTH 0CBOOOAUBLIKCEH OT MOBOAKA.

Boiic HeyBepeHHO pa3BepHYJCS, paCTEPIHHOCTDb 3aTyMaHMUJIa €ro yM.
Bce ciayumnoch CNMIIKOM BHE3alHO, OH ellle He ObUl yBEpeH, YTO He
CIUT M HE BUAMT COH, TA€ KOLIMap B TUTPUHOW LIKype NMpH3bIBajl €ro
OexcaTh OT pblYALIMX CO3AAaHMH, pBYLIMXCS Ha noBojake. boiicy He mo-
HpaBullach MbIciib 0 6erctee. OH He...

[Tocneanuit pa3 kpukHyB, OXOTHHUK OTIYCTHJI MOBOJNOK. 32 KaMeH-
HbIM BbicTynoM boiic yBuzaen magkue Tena, OpOCHBLIMECS Ha HEro,
N4Thb, 1IECTh, CEMb 3Bepell ¢ NPUIN3aHHON LUKYpOH, pa3MepoM C Ma-
ctudda u rubkue, kak 3Med. OHO U3 HUX MOJHAJIO MOYTH YeoBeUe-
cKoe UL, yToOb! 3apriyarh Ha boiica.

3t0 6BINIO KpacuBoe, 6e3yMHOE JIUIO, NONYTUTPUHOE, MONTYyKOLIa4Ybe
— CTPaHHOE [0JIy4eJOBEYECKOE BhIPKEHUE JIMLIA, KaK Y XKUBOTHBIX CO
cpenHeBeKoBbIX robeneHoB. Ho 3Beps He ObUT HY KOLIKOM, HU COOaKOM.
Boiic panblue HuKorAa Takoro He Bunen. [logo6Hpie MOpABI MOTIIH OBITH
y 3Bepeit Llupuen.

OH pasBepHy’cs U nodexann.

TponwuHka 6b11a y3koli. TymaH OKyThIBas ero, rnoka boiic Heccs BHU3,
He OyIyud yBEpeHHBIM, YTO CIIEAYIOLMii IIar He MEePeHeceT ero Haj
Kakoli-HnOyap HeBuAUMOI O6e3aHoi. C3anu noHocuIics OelneHblid cMex
OXO0THMKA, pacCeKalomUi TyMaH, CKajbl OTpaXaJly ero U, Ka3anoch, BCA
JIOJIMHA CMEETCS BMECTE C HUM. 3BEPU HU3KO, FYJIKO phlyaliy, HO Oonblie
HHYero He ObL10 CABIIIHO. BO3MOXHO, OHU OCTAJIUCh JANIEKO M03aH, a,
MOXET, y>ke HacTynanu boiicy Ha naTtku. OH He cMelt 06epHYThCS.

KpyTast TponMHKa M3BHBanach BOKPYT CKaJibl U MEJIEHHO OINyCKa-
nack B AonuHy. CnoTblKasch, 3a1blXasich U HE BEps B MPOUCXOAsLLEE,
boiic nponomkan 6exars.

Korma cnyck 3akaH4uBancs, ¥ CKBO3b JIETALUMI TYMaH CTalO BHIHO
nofHOXHe ckaJl, bolic Ha cekyHIy oCTaHOBUIICA, YTOOBl COPHEHTUPO-
BaTbcsa. C3aaM He JOHOCHIIOCH HU 3ByKa. CTux Aaxe cMex OXOTHHUKa, a
TyMaH OONbLIE HE COTPACANO pblYaHHUE.

Boiic ocTaHOBMIICA HAa MEeCYaHOW paBHUHE CPeAM CKOIMJIEHUs HU3KO-
pocnbix kycToB. Jlanekoe U cnaboe pa3HOLBETHOE CBEUEHHE MOICKa-
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3bIBAJIO, B KaKOH CTOpOHE HaxXoamics ropof, Ho boiic coBceM He Obln
YBEpEH, YTO OCMeNUTbcs J00patbes 10 Hero. EMy HykHO ObL10 Bpems
MOAYMAaTh U TMOPHITECS B TAUHCTBEHHO 3aKpbIBILEHCS MamsTH, YTOOBI
HalTU CBEIEHUs, B KOTOPBIX OH TaK HYXJaJICs.

Kyna bolic monan... B KaKyl0 HEBEpOATHYIO cTpaHy? YTo eMy TyT
OBbUIO HY)XHO? 3aueM OH MpoUIeN Yepe3 XpyCTabHOE OKHO, Cleays
HEeNpeoAoIMMOMY JKEJIaHMIO... Yero-to. JKenaHuio NOWTH... 3a Hel...
qT00BI OBLITH C Heti? DTa Oe3bIMgHHasA, Oe3uKas KEeHIMHA, HOoCsAIas
KeNe3HYI0 KOPOHY, IMaMsTh O KOTOPOH Oblla CJIOBHO LIEMb, TSHYBILIAS
Boiica 3a Hei, kyna ObI OHa HU OTIIPaBHUJIACE.

Ortxyna Boiic 31an ee? Kem ona npuxoaunacs emy? Ilouemy ero Bcs-
KUl pa3 6pocano B ApoXb, KOIZa OH M0O3BOJAJ BOCIOMUHAHUAM O Heil
BCIUTBITB Y HETO B royioBe? Y Hero He 6bUT0 OTBETOB, KaK Ha 3TH BOMPOCHI,
TaK U Ha Bce ocTajibHble. OH TONBKO 3HAJ, YTO MOTEPSJICS B TyMaHe Ha
HeBeJOMOH 3eMJie, 1 He CMeJT JaXke JyMarh O TOM, YTOOBI JoOpaTkcs 10
ropoaa, siBIAUMC €AUHCTBEHHbBIM 3HAKOMbIM OPUEHTUPOM.

T'opon KonayHoB. Ha3ganue camo npuiwio B rojoy boiica. 910 6b11
3510 TOpoJ, NOMNHBIN CTPAaHHOI'O KOJNZOBCTBA U elle Oornee CTpaHHBIX
MY>XYHH 1 XeHIH. OH Oy TUJI BHE3AMHOE XKeJlaHUe B3MISIHY Th Ha HETo
1 OpocHJIICs uepe3 TyMaH Ha BO3BbILICHHE, BU/IHEBIIEeCs HeBaJieke.

C npuropka ropoz 6b110 BUAHO OTUYeTIMBEE, OECLIYMHbIE Cepo-Iro-
nyOble obnaka TO OTKpbIBaNU €ro, To 3akpbiBajud. OrpoMHble CTEHbI
3araJjo4HO BO3BBIMIAIMCH, OKPYXKasi CKOMJIEHUSI OCBELUEHHBIX OalleH ¢
XpYCTAJIBHBIMU KPBIIIAMH M MaTepyaThiIMU HAaBECaMH, CBETHBILUMHUCS
OT ropsLIKX BHYTPU JIamIl, KaK ¢poHapu.

N3 Ttymana noneccs tuxuii 3ByK. bolic mosepHyicsa. Bpaneke, no
TPONMHKE, U3BUBAIOLLEICS N0 3aTAHYTOM 0bjlakaMy paBHUHE, K TOPOAY
TAHYJach Kakas-To npoueccus. JJIMHHYIO, APOXKALIYIO KOJIOHHY OKY-
ThIBajla CTpaHHas TeMHoTa. Yepe3 Hee mpobuBasics CBET TyCKIbIX ¢o-
HapeH, a 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB NMEPUOAUYECKH CTHUXAI, [TOKa NPOLEeccus
npobuBanack yepe3 TyMaH. boiic oka3zancs nocrarouHo 6113K0, YTOOb!
HEMHOIO pa3MIsAAeThb TeX, KTO 1LeN B KOJIOHHE. ..

OH He MOMHUJ, YTO CIHYYMJIOCh MOTOM. TOJBKO MOHSAJ, YTO CUIMT
Ha Nnecke, 3aKpbIB PyKaMHU JIMLIO, TOKa MEAJIEHHO CTUXAIOT BOJIHBI TOIL-
HoThl. Boiic 1poxkan BceM TenoM.

Ilorom OH BCHOMHUI, YTO YX€ BUAEN ITHX... CYLUECTB... PaHblLe.
I'ne-to B ee xomnanuu. Ho yTo kacaercs TOro, kak OHW BbIIMIAJENU U
KeM SBJISUIUCK. .. TYT €ro NaMATh oKasanach 6eccuiibHa. boiic nogyman,
YTO HUKOT/Ia 3TOT0 HE Y3HAET. ITH CyLIEeCTBa ObIIH CITULIKOM HyXXIBIMH
BCEMY, YTO CUMTANIOCH Ue0BEYECKUM. OH TOJIbKO 3HaJ1, YTO OHU XOAUIU
Ha JIBYX HOrax, KaK JIFo[i1, HO, TEM He MeHee, OHU He SIBJIAJIUCD JIIO[IbMU,
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u boiica oxBaTeIBaNio Takoe OTBpalliCHUE NTpHU OIHOW MBICIIH O HUX, YTO
€ro pasym OTK/Iro4alcH...

KOI'TA OH ycnpimman B TyMaHe cMex OXOTHHKA, TO MOYTH 0Opa-
JoBancs. OH HeyBepEeHHO MOJHANCS Ha Horu. TeMHas npoleccusi, BMe-
CTe C OTOHbKaMH M KOJIOKOJIbYMKaMH, HCYe3Na B ropojie, U TyMaH CHOBa
onycten. OXOTHUK 3acMessiCs BHOBb, yxke ONvdke, U NMPHU NOCIEAHUX
3ByKax €ro cMexa pasfajics mepBblii KpHK, ycnblllaHHbIA boiicom ot
cBOpbl OXOTHUKA — IPOH3UTENbHBIIA BOMb, OT KOTOPOTrO BOJIOCH! HA 3a-
Thike Y Boiica BcTanu Api6oM.

OH no6exari.

Ha sTot pas3 oxora 6ba HacToseii. OH ABaXK/IbI CIiblILAN, KaK CBOpa
COMUT NPSAIMO Yy HEro 3a CNMHOM, a UX TOHKUI, MPOH3UTENBHBIN BOI He
cTuxan Hajgonro. boiic Heccs, cloMs rojioOBY, Ka3alnoch, 6€CKOHEUHO
JIOJIro, a MOJ HOraMU MeJibKasl camblii 0OblYHbIH necok. boiic nuuib
3Hal, 4TO €My HeJb3sl NMPUOINXKATHCA K ropolly M K TeM, KTO B HErO
BOLLEJI.

IToctenenHo no boiica Hauano noxoauTh, YTO OXOTHUK NPOCTO IO-
HHT €ro, NOCKOJIbKY CBOpa JlaBajia eMy BpeMs nepeBecTd Ayx. Ilepu-
OIMYECKH B TyMaHe pa3faBaJicsi kpuk OXOTHMKA, BOW 3Bepeil cTuxai,
u boiic nanan Ha BnaxcHblil necok, a 3aTeM NOAHUMANCA U, XpOoMasi OT
ycranocty, Open gajbiue.

Ecnu oHu 6bl X0TeNM HaCTUYb €ro, TO CMODIMU Obl CAENaTh 3TO yxe
pa3s AecATb 3a TO BpeMs, 4TO JJIMiIach O0xoTa. Ero rHanu B KakoM-To
oIpeJieIeHHOM HaIpaBieHUH MO KaKOH-TO HEMOCTHXKMMOM MpHUYUHE,
U3BECTHOI OHOMY OXOTHUKY.

Tenepb 3emMiist 0 HOraMy Hayaa NOAHUMATBLCS K MOAHOXKHUAM CKall,
1 bolic noHs, 4T0 CKOpOo CHOBa nomnajeT B ropbl. CBopa Haronsna. 3a-
AbIXasCh, OH 3a0UpaJICs N0 KPYTOMY CKJIOHY, Ciblilla ronoc OXoTHUKA 1
y>KacHbIH BOHM 3BEpeH, I'YJIKO pacXoIsLUICs 3XOM B TYMaHe.

3arem Boiic BHe3arHo oka3acs y kpyToro oopbiea. OH OCTaHOBHIICS
U OTYasHHO mocMoTpen no cropoHam. Eca OXOTHHK crenuanbHoO
3ardaj ero Croja, TO, BO3MOXHO, JIMIIb JUIS TOrO, YTOOBI Jierye 6bu10
youts. I[Tockonbky boiic He Mor Hu Oexarb Janblie, HU BEPHYTHCH
Hazaj.

B TyMaHe nosiBHIICS HOBBIT 3BYK. [TyXo#, pUTMUYHBIH CTYK, CTpaH-
HbIM 00pa3oM 3HaKOMbIi. Boc BCMOTpesncs B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKyJa e
3TOT 3BYK, M MOMNBITAJICA YCIIOKOMTh CBOE LIyMHOE AblxaHue. Ho Tyman
CKpBIBAJI ICTOYHMK CTYKa M MCKaxall ero.

[TpoH3uTENbHBIA BOM, OT KOTOPOTO CThLIAa KPOBb B XKHJIaX, pa3aancs
Tak 65m3Ko, yTo boiic HeBoNbHO pa3BepHyca. M3 cepoil macchl TymaHa
nosBWIach Nnpusemucras rubkas ¢urypa v MmoAHsIa OCKaJUBIIYHOCS
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Mop.y, IpUCTanbHO Misias Ha boiica. Kommaphele cyniecTa 6eciiryMHO
BBIXOIUJIN BIIEPE] OAMH 3a APYTUM.

Cryk cran rpomue. BHezanHo OXoTHHK rpoMko 3akpuyai. Kpacu-
BbI€, phlYalive CO31aHus 3aMellKanuch. OXOTHUK KPUKHYI eue pas, u
CBOpa pa3oM ucuesna. TyMaH COMKHYJICS BOKPYT HUX, 1 OHHM NpONaJy,
KaK KOLIMapHbIH COH nocne npoOyxaeHus.

CHoBa pazpancs cmex OXOTHUHKa, BBI3bIBAIOLLMH, C OTTEHKOM HEYelo-
BEYECKOr0 phIKaHbs. 3aT€M CTHX U OH.

OcTtancs nulllb PUTMUYHBIA, TOJyMeTalauMyeckuii cTyk. boiic
MOBEPHYJICA.

W3 TymaHa, OTKaTUBLIErocs Ha3aj, TOYHO 3aHaBeC, BHICTY MU OrPOM-
HBII1 4epHBI KOHb. Ha HeM cupaen yesnosek — masa boiica okpyrmunuch
— 4eJIOBEK, BbIEXABIUMH NMPAMO U3 ApeBHUX BpemeH. Ha ero orpomHom
Tese CKJIaIkaMHU BHCceNa Kojibyyra, nobneckuBatomasi ot Biaru. Cypo-
BO€ JIULIO MPHUKPHIBAT KOHMYECKHUH 1IJIEM C METAINTNYECKON PELUETKOH,
a GrnetHO-ronyOBble a3a, He Mopras, NpUCTalbHO CMOTpeny Ha Boiica.
Prinapb BBIXBAaTHII C [105ICA MEY.

Ewe ooun epaz, nogyman boiic. OH omisiHyacs Haszaja, HO TaMm He
0CTaJIoCh M cjesia oT OXOTHHKA U €r0 CBOPBI.

IUTABA 1I1. 3emnempacenue

BCAJJTHUK YTO-TO ckazan. boiic ¢ uzymaeHuem oco3Hall, 4To no-
HUMaeT A3bIK. C TpyIOM NOHUMAET, 3TO Obl1 cTapo(paHLy3CKUid, A3bIK,
Ha KOTOpOM (paHiy3bl pa3roBapuBaiy LIECTbCOT JIeT Ha3az. ClioBa U
MHTOHALMHU ObLIK apXauYHbIMU, UCKaXEHHBIMH... HO IOHATHBIMHU.

— S mpyr, — MeAJIEHHO, OCTOpPOXKHO ckazan boiic. — S npuwen ¢
MUPOM.

Ho ero HanpsxenHble MbilILbl He pacciaabunuck. Ecnu pbinaps 6po-
CUTCSl Ha HEro, To, BO3MOXHO, boiic cMOXXET yBepHYTBHCS U KaKUM-TO
o6pa3oM BbIOUTD ero u3 ceaja.

— Ecnu TbI 6€xuIIB 0T OXOTHHKA, 3HAUUT, Thl HE JIPYT FOPOICKUM
fcam, — OTBETMJ pbllapb, a €ro CypoBble IyObl 4yTb-4yTb paccnabu-
JIMck. — Moxellb, 1Mo KpaifHel Mepe, NOHTU co MHOH. I'ne TBO# 1oM?

Boiic 3akonebancsa. O 4eM CKaxyT Ha3BaHUS COBPEMEHHBIX MeECT
3TOMY ApeBHEMY YeNoBeKy?

— 51 w3 ppyro#t crpaHbl, — Hayraja oTBeTWJ OH. — JlyMato, Aaneko
oTcrofa.

—3a ropamu? — ['ony6ble ma3a oKpyruiauch. — V... He U3 cTpaHbl
au roaydoro HeOa u sApkoro cosHua? He ¢ 3emnu noa Ha3BaHUEM...
Hopmanaus?

Boiic Bce ewe konebancs. Peillaps nogasncs Bnepes B ceae.
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— Cyns o TBoeit oexne, Thl
HE U3 3TOr0 MPOKJIATOTO MHpa.
Ho Thl roBopuiip Ha Hauem
a3bike. Bo umsa Kpecra, orse-
yai, He3nakoMen! Tel 3Haelib
IMapmwx u Pum? A Buszanturo?
Orgeuaii! M3 kakoro mupa ThI
npuen?

— Ha, a 3Hato Ilapuwx c¢ Pu-
MOM, — [pOAO/KAs YAUB-
JATheA, ckasan boiic. — Ho s He
HOHUMAIO. ..

Peiiape  xyionHyn pykoii B
MeTaJyIn4yeckoil mepyarke o
Hore.

— O, uMmenHeM Bcex Ooros!
Jlaxe ecnu Obl Thl ObLT HIIO-
ToM OxoTHHKa unu ciayroit Ca-
TaHbl, 1 ObI B3N Tebs ¢ coboii
B Kepax! 3abupaiics Ha nomaan
— ObicTpee! CBopa MOXET Bep-
HYTBCSl, UJIM CIIyYUTCS UYTO-HU-
Oynp eme. Mbl marpyaupyem
ot Tonu. 3abupaiics, roBopro
Tebe!

Boiica cxBaruna 3ampuines-
Has OpoHelt pyka. Peinaps 3ara-
II{MJ aMepHKaHUa Ha JowWaab 1
nocaaui nosagu cebs. Orpom-
HBIi KOHb OBUT MpeKpacHo 00-
yY€H H CTOAJ HEMOJBHXXHO,
NoKa YeNOBeK B KOJBYYre He
npukasan eMy uati. JXuBotHoe
[0CKaKajo JIerkUM [aJlonoM,

MpUBbIMHO TpOGUBasCL uepes o7

s

TYMaH.
— A Tondpu Mopens — euie
MeHsS  30BVT  JUTMHHOHOTMIA

R S

seld. “*bn
Crussdens!’ (CHAP. W)

\ ¢

.1




Tondpu, — pasnancs rpyOsiit, TRepApblil ronoc. — Ha Moeii namstu us-3a
mepeBayia He NPUXOAMII HA OJUH YesioBeK. Mbl ObuTH nocnegHuMuU. Be-
nukue Hebeca, Kak ke Mos Qyulla OONUT M XKaXAET AblXaHHUs CBEXEro
HopMaHzckoro BeTpa! Jlaxe ajcku->xapkuii CUpOKKO cTaji Obl HacTos-
MM 0arocJIoBJI€HHEM, BMECTO BOHHU 3TOro xuiauina Caransl! Moxer,
Thl IIIMOH WM NPEeAAaTelb, — Mbl 3TO y3HaeM nosxxe. Ho cHayana pac-
CKa)XU MHE, YTO TBOPUTCS B MHUpPE — YAECPKUBAEM JIM Mbl AHTHOXUIO, U
no cux mop i KpacHelit JIeB BeleT TypKOB-CeJIbAXKYKOB B 00if MIpOTHB
HalIuX apMuid.

Ve cobupasich OTBETUTH, BoHC OTKpBUT OBIIO POT, HO TYT phIaph
TKHYJI €ro JIOKTeM B OOK.

— INoka nomomyu, — THXO ckaszan ['oadpu Mopens. — Kepak B ocage.
OH Bcerga B ocazie, HO B NoclielHee BpeMs CTajo KyzAa skapde. Mal
JOSDKHBI COOMIONATh OCTOPOXKHOCTD. M THILIUHY.

boeBoii koHb Npofo/mKan paccexkarsb cryuarowuiics tymad. Y boiica
nepecoxyio B ropine. Busantus? Antnoxus? Ha 3emne npouuto 6onee
HIECTUCOT JIET C TEX MOP, KaK 3HAMEHA KPECTOHOCLIEB Pa3BEBAJINCh Hal
KpenoctaMu AHTHOXUU!

Boiic rmy6oko B3goxHyn. D10 ObUTO He Gojiee cTpaHHO WM (paHTa-
CTHYHO, 4YeM (paHTacTUUeCcKuil BOMpOC, OypnUBLIHiA Y HEro B rojoBe.
3T1OoT MUp He Ob11 3emiiell — Tenepb OH 3Hall 3TO HaBepHsAKa. XpycTalb-
HbIe BOPOTAa, KOTOpbIE OH pa3OuJ, mpuBeny ero... kyaa? Jla B ee mup!

Ho 3auem u uto 3aech npoucxoaut? Boiic 3Ha, YTO 3TO HEBAXHO.
JlocTaroyHo Toro, 4to oHa Obl1a TYT — AEBYLLKA, KOTOPYIO OH HE MOr
HH 3a0bIThb, HU BCIIOMHUTB, UYeit o6pa3 cTan mpamom B ero namsati. Ho
Y4YTO KacaeTcs OCTalbHOrO, TO BONPOCH! JO/KHBI OblIM OCTaBaThcs Oe3
OTBETOB €1I[€ KaKoe-TO BpeM.

Bbpons lNoadpu Mopens ckpunena v 3BeHena. BenuyecTBeHHbIH ra-
JIOIl OTPOMHOro 60€BOro KOHs IOJA HUMH Kayajl B €JMHOM pUTME MX,
Boiica u yenoBeka, crpalyBaroLIero Npo AHTHOXHIO U CyIp0y cpake-
HUI, IPOMIPAHHBIX UM BBIMIPAHHBIX WIECTh BEKOB Ha3aj. [Toka oH He
JIOJDKeH aymath o 3araake JnunuoHororo I'ongpu. Ero ronosa u Tak
KPY>XUNach OT 6€30TBETHBIX BOMPOCOB.

Tyman nepen HuMu paccesncs, U Bolc yBuIen BbICOKO Ha cKaje
6aumHM U 6acCTUOHBI OFPOMHOrO CEporo 3amKa, KOTOpbIH OH 3aMeTuI
ele ¢ pyrod CTOpoHbI NoJAMHbI. Ha rmaBHo#t 6allHe pa3BeBaioch anoe
3HaMms. boiic Heloaro NoAUBUIICS TOMY, YTO BCE-TAaKK OKa3aJCs PSJIOM C
3amkoM. Heysxenu TakoBo 6bi10 Hamepenue OxotHuka? M ecnu na, To
3aueM eMy 3T0?

Boiic yBuaen, kak nepex HUM BeIIpsAMILIach Moryyas cnusa [oagpu.
OH ycnbllaj, Kak KpecTOHOCel 3araun AblXxaHue. 3areM ropTaHHbIR
peB 3aCTaBUJI OKPY KAIOLUH TyMaH 3ajpOXarTh.
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— B3msauHu... B3NIAHY, NPEUCTIONHSS OTKPBIBACTCH CHOBA! — 3aKpH-
yan londpu.

Konb mox Humu mnomarHyinacs. Het — He caM KoHb, a cama 3eMisl.
bofic yBuaen, kak JUIMHHBIA Y4acTOK MeCYaHOW MOYBBI OBICTPO IMOA-
Hsiscs, OyATO BCA paBHMHA B3IOXHYJA. Mex Iy HUMU U TOPaMH C 3aM-
KOM Ha BepIIHHE, 3eMJId Ha CEKYHAY 0CBOOOAMNACE OT TYMaHa, U CTaJo
BH/IHO, YTO BCE IPOCTPAHCTBO CTPALIHO KOJbIXa10Ch. ITO ObLIO HEUTO
Gonbluee, YeM 3eMIIETPICEHHE — HEYTO, MMEIOLLee KaKylo-TO HEA0OpYyo
LeJb.

A 3ATEM 3EMJIA packononachk. K 0CHOBaHHIO CKall, CITyXal{ux
OCHOBAHUEM 3aMKa, TOYHO TMFAHTCKHE 3MEU, NOMON3IH AJIMHHbIE, He-
POBHBIE TPELIUHBI.

— Kepax! — 3apesen ['oadpu Mopenb u orpoMHOI pykoil MaxHyn B
CTOPOHY 3aMka, OyATO ero Kpuk MOr CNAacTH FapHU3OH OT CTPAILIHOH
Yrpo3bl.

3areM OH NpPUTHYJICA B CelJie M NPULLNOPHUI BEPXOBOE >XKUBOTHOE.
boeBoii koHb cobpancs ¢ cunaMH Ha kayatoLencs 3emie, MoLuaTHycs,
3aTeM NPBITHYJ BHepe AJTMHHBIM CKauKOM.

Boiic yxBaTusics 3a nmosic KpeCTOHOCLA U 3aKaLLISIICS OT NbUTH, MOA-
HATOH KombITamMU. Kazanocs, Teneps 3arpsccst BeCb MUp, X Opocano u3
CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, Kak KOpabiib B CUlIbHYIO Oyplo.

TpewuHbl pacnon3anuch Mo BCeH paBHUHE, CXOAACh Ha ropax, no-
IOOHO 3MesiM, HaNpaBJIAIOLIMMCS B OXHY TOUKy, OyATo 3emMiis cobupa-
nack nornoTuTh Kepak nenukoM. OTKpbUTUCH M Hayalu ObICTPO y[UTH-
HSTBCS OFPOMHBIE paclieuHbl. PaBHIHA y NOAHOXMUS CKaJl, HA KOTOPBIX
Bo3BbiLIacs Kepak, cTaja mOXOOuTh Ha TAlOLIyH0 BECHOH JeOBYIO
KOPKY.

— Konoynet! — 3ol Fongpu.

OH NoAHANCA Ha CTPeMeHaX M 3aBOMUI APEBHUIA 60eBoii Knd, ciieno
MYach Ha KOHe 1o cojiporarolueiicss papHuHe. bolic oTyasHHO Buenuncs
B KPECTOHOCLA, HE CMesl 0CNabUTb XBaTKy.

OH yBuAeN, Kak paBHUHA Nlepe]] HIMHU BHe3aIlHo pa3Bep3Jiach. B3ns-
HYJ B TEMHYIO NPONAacTh, KyJa ChIMaNach 3eMJIs, ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
xepebell 3apoxal BMecTe ¢ paBHUHOW. MOUIHBIE MBILILBI O] HUMH
Hanpsruch, 3aTeM UX CHJIa BbICBOOOIMNIACH, U KOHb C IBOHHON HOLuei
fepeMaxHyJl Yepes pacLMpAIOLLYI0CA TPEILHHY.

— Dieu lo vult! — BHe3anHo BbIpBasioch y ['on¢pu, korna oHW cHOBa
OKa3aJIUCh Ha TpACYLISHCS 3eMIie.

3to 661 60€BOM KIMY KpecTOHOCUEB, kak 3Han boiic, HO 4TO-TO B
rojoce pslaps MOJACKa3ano eMy, YTO B 3TOT pa3 KJIUY 3HAYUT HEYTO
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OoJblie — obyieryeHne, MOJIUTBEHHYO OarogapHocTh — «Jla 6ynet Bo-
JKbsl BOJIA! »

Boiic momHsan ronosy. Jpoxamuii cBeT Ha BepminHax Kepaka pac-
IIUPSIICS, KaK rajo BOKPYT camoit Bbicokod OaiiHu. OH Ipomosnpkan
MeplaTh U YBEIUYMBATLCS, TOUHO KOJIbLIA HA BOJE, PACXOMASIINECS OT
najalomyx kambei. Konblio 3a konpLoM paciiupsanoch U MeJIEHHO
OIyCKaJIOCh, [TOKa BECh 3aMOK He ObUT OOBAT MaJarOLIMMHU Kpyramu
OTHS...

OHM He OCTaHOBMJIMCH Y OCHOBaHus 3amka. OHUM najanu Janblie,
OKOJIBLIOBBIBas cKaybl. Kpyru omnmyckanuch Bce HIKe U HU)KE, MeIIeHHO,
6€33ByYHO M MOCTENIEHHO paclUMpssich, MOKa camasi BBICOKas OaluHs
MpoAOKaJa UX NOPOKAATD.

I'me mepBble U3 HUX KOCHYJIMCH PaBHUHBI, 3eMJISl TaM IepecTaia co-
JporaTbesi... ¥ Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. [10CKOIBKY K TOMy MOMEHTY YXke caM
Kepak Hauasn MOHEMHOTY pacKauMBaThbCsl, KaK rPOMaJHbIN rajaeoH, no-
naBwmii B 6ypro. OT cTpajarolux ckaj JoHeccs BUOpUPYIOLUA CTOH
TPYLIMXCS ApYT o Apyra kamHeil. Eme yyTh-4yTb, 1 Kepak ObI pacTpe-
CKaJICs, KaK ¥ PaBHMHA.

Ho nprukocHOBEHHE OTHEHHBIX Kojel ObII0 MoKOOHO MomnaJaHuio
Macna Ha GylIyrolLyto Body. 3eMiisl yCIIOKOMIach, CTOH cKall cTuX. Ke-
paK mpooJKal KPerko CTOATb HAa OrPOMHbIX CepbiX ckanax. M, moka
HUCTAAAIOLME KOJIbLA OTHSA MEJUIEHHO OITy CKaJIMCh, PACIIUPSACh, NPU-
6amxkasch kK HabroaarensM, TpelMHbl Ha paBHUHE Hayallu 3aKpbIBaThCS.

Bcrony, rae nBmkylumecs Konblia Kacalauch paclluesiuH, 3eMiis ucue-
ssutack. OrpoMHBIE pa3pbIBbl CPaCTAIMCh, TOYHO 3aKPHIBAIOILMECS Ma-
ctu. Boiic mogyman o prax ruraHToB, MONYalMX, HO HE YMUPOTBOPEH-
HBIX 3TOH Oe33By4HOI Marueii. [Ipu B3misiae Ha ocenaroUlyI0 paBHUHY
BO3HUKAJIO KaKoe-To olylieHue yrpromocti. Konblia paBHOMEpHO pac-
XOJUJIMCH BOKPYT CKaJl, 3aXUBJIAs U yCIIOKauBasi paBHUHY, HO 3eMJIs He
ObL1a JOBONBHA.

Ona 6e3MoONIBHO Nojajaiack, HO He nokopuiack. boiic kakuM-To 06-
pa3oM MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO MO HACTynuBlUel TulinHe. OrpoMHbie 3eM-
JISIHBIE NMACTH 3aKPBUIUCH, HO TOJILKO NMoJ yrpo3oi. OHU peruwiv mogo-
K/aTh Jy4lIEero MOMeHTA.

longpu octanoBun 3amnbixaBuierocss koHs. OH NOAOXKAANM, MOKa
niepBasi BOJIHA OTHS HE HAKpbLla MX MATKHM CBEYEHHEM M IMOMNoJ3fa
Janblie. 3aTeM KpecTOHOCel TPSAXHYJ pa3syKpalleHHbIMU MOBOIbSIMH,
U KOHb Pa3MEPEeHHO 3allaraj Brepea, Npoxoas yepes OAHy BOJHY Oec-
LWYMHOTO OTHsl 3a IpYyroii.

Toadpu 40BOJIBHO 3acMesics [ITyOOKUM, MPYIHBIM CMEXOM.

— Crapsblil Mar euie He pactepss cBoo MyapocTb. Kepak B 6e3omnac-
HocTd B pykax Tanmkpena. Ho korma-HuOynp HacTaHer JeHb... — OH
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OIJIAHYAICS Yepe3 miedo. — MoxeT ObITh, Thl NUOH OXOTHMKA... HIH
elle Xy>ke, — NpruOaBmIl OH. — A, MOXET, Thl YECTHbIH yenoBek. S ragars
He Oyay. EcTb ToNbko napa MecT, OTKy/la MOXXET IPUHATH YENIOBEK. .. HE
cuutas ['opona. Ecnu Thl LUIMOH, TO IO BO3BPALLECHUU CKaXXU KOIIAYyHaM,
yto TaHKpen No-npexxHeMy He cnabee HX.

— 51 He WIMHOH, — HEYBEpEHHO cka3an boiic, HenoBko noxdupas ciosa
CTpaHHOTr0, HO, TEM He MEHee, 3HAKOMOro si3blka. — Thl BUAeN, kak OX0T-
HHK IIpecIieIOBaJi MEHS. ..

— Hukro He 3HaeT, uto aBuxeT OXOTHUKOM, — 3aMeTun [ondpu. —
Hy, Bor u 6amnu Kepaka. I[logHuMu ronoBy, He3HakoMel. Yciaau
asa, ecid Thl npuen wnuoHuTts. [lepen Toboit Kepak — kpenocts
KpecToHOCLeB!

Moryune 6acTHOHBI OIPOMHBIMH IPAaHUTHBIMU ONlOKamMH BO3BBILIA-
JIMCh Ha HelocsiraeMyo BbIcOTy. I1pu B3msiae Ha cxoAsiecs BEpLUIMHbBI
Kpy>Xunach ronosa. Ml 3HaMs CJIOBHO MBITANOCh COPBAaThCs € JIPEBKa,
Oopsack 3a cBOIO cBOOONY, KOrJa BETEp 3acTaBlsl allyl0 TKaHb TPEMbI-
xarbes. OHa pa3BeBaslach HaJl OrPOMHBIMH 3yOLiaMH OalliHy, KaK 3HaMs
OTHsl, BOEM OTBE€Yas BETPY Ha CBOEM s3bIKeE.

— Teneps ThI HoMmKkeH BCTpeTuThes ¢ Opakynom, — ckasan [oadpu.
— Ona pewuT, XuTh Tebe i ymepers. Ho maxe ecnu oHa BbIHECET
CMepTHLli/'l NPHUroBOp, HE3HAKOMEL, Thl pacCKaXX€llb MHE, YTO ClIy4Hu-
JIOCH C MOMM CTapbiM JIOMOM, INpexje 4eM yMmpelib oT Konbsi. 310 1
noodewyain cede.

XKene3uble BopoTa Kepaka 3ackpuneny Ha JKeNe3HbIX NMeTIAX, 1 KOHb
Tondpu npoiuen yepes kojbla nagarouiero orus. Mrak, boiic BnepBble
nonai B Kepakx, rie iy nocjiegHie KpecTOHOCLbI.

I'naBa IV. Opakyn

B OTKPBITBIX nropax Kepaka Bucena apIMKa.

Cnyru B CTapuHHOH ofexxae noadexand K BcagHUKaM, 4ToObl mo-
MOUb MM CNe3Th ¢ KoHs, boiic u ['ondpu npowu no HeBUAUMOH B Ty-
MaHe JTOpO’KKe, MOLLEHOH KaMEHHBIMU TUIMTaMH, C TPYAOM pa3risaenu
[IBEPb, OTKpPLIIM €€ U MOMNaliM B Kakoe-TO 3haHue. XOJIOAHBIA 3amax
KaMHS ¥ apoMaT KaMHHOB OKpY>KaJs HX, I0Ka OHU LIUIM MO KOPUAOpPY B
60onbLUOit 3211, TaKOH BBICOKMH, UTO MOJ AAJIEKUM [OTOJIKOM BUAHENIUCH
MHHHUATIOpHBIE 00J1avKa.

3o nomelexue ObU10 U3 Apyroro Beka. boiic MHOro pa3 Buaen uzo-
OpaxeHUs MOAOOHBIX 3aJI0B, HO y>X TOYHO HMKOIJA HE MpeAanoJarai,
YTO OKaXKeTCs B OTHOM U3 HUX U OyJeT CMOTPETh B €ro AabHUHN KOHEL,
Ilie CTOSUIO BO3BBIILIEHUE C SPKUM OTHEM, PEBYLIMM B KaMUHE, 1 JIOOH B
ollex/ie NIECTUCOTIETHEH JaBHOCTH OTABIXAJIU NEpe]] HUM.
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Boiic mpocnenoran 3a ['oadpu nmo moKpeITOMY TPOCTHUKOM MONY K
BO3BbIIIEHUIO. Tam OB >keHIUHBI B 6apxare M ¢ yKpalleHUSIMH Ha
nosice. BHe3anHo y Hero mepexsaTuno AsixaHue. Kpome odepranuii ee
Tena Ha (poHe XpyCTaJIbHOrO OKHA 1 MOMEHTHOIO B3INIsfa Ha ee NULO,
KOTJIa OHa OMIsIHyNack yepes reyo, boiic Hu4ero o Heit He 3Han. Ho
€CJIM OHa CUAMT Ha BO3BBIIIEHUHU, OH y3HaeT ee. VM, BO3MOXKHO, OHa TyT
U cuauT. Bo3aMoOXHoO...

— Hy, Bot u I'ondpu! — BHe3anHo nporpeMen yeit-to rojoc. — Koro bt
npuBes HaM ¢ 60710T Ha 3TOT pas?

boilic B31porHyn ¥ OCTaHOBMJICS MOCPEA TPOCTHUKA, YCTaBUBLINCH
Ha TOro, KTo 3T0 ckasaj. OH y3Hau rojoc. OH ObUT 3HAKOM eMy HE XyxKe
cBoero. OH rz1e-To COBCeM HelaBHO Clblilial 3TOT rojoc, — 6e3 camozno-
BOJIbCTBA, C KOTOPbIM OH FOBOPUJ ceiiyac, HO ¢ TEMU K€ UHTOHALUAMU,
TEM Xe TeEMOpPOM M TEMIIOM pevHd, — TOT XKe caMblii rosoc.

Tondpu B3sn boiica 3a pyKy, OHY MOJHSUTUCH HA BO3BBILLEHUE U OCTa-
HOBWINCH Niepe] TeM, ko obparuncs k l'oadpu. boiic misiHyn Bnepea.

— Jymaro, He3HakomLa ¢ Haiueill cTpadbl, cup ['mnneam, — oTBeTH
Iondpu. — Heznakomua, 3abiayauBLuerocs TyT... Wid WNHOHA. S Haulen
ero Ha 00J0Tax, oH yberan oT cBopbl OXOTHHKA.

YenoBek cuien, pa3BajiMBLIUCh, HA MOYETHOM Kpeciie ¢ BbICOKOM
CIMHKOW y KaMUHA, U CBUpENo B3MIAHY Ha boiica u3-nox rycteix 6po-
Beit. DTO ObUT KPYMHBIH YeTOBEK C OTPOMHON CHITON, Uy BCTBOBABILEHCS
B K@X/IOM JBIDKEHUHU TeNla, CKPBITOrO MOJA JIMHHOW OapxaTHOW MaH-
tueil. Ero 3aropesnoe nuLo nokpbiBaiy LpaMbl OT CTapbiX YJapoB Me-
YOM, HO roiyOble ra3a ObliM OYeHb APKMMMU, @ POT MOJA CBUCAIOLMMH
JKENTBIMH YCaMU U30THYJICS C BHICOKOMEPHEM, POXKIEHHBIM KOMaH0Ba-
HHEM B T€YEHUE BCEil KU3HU.

U 310 nuuo Boiic rae-to y>Xe BUJEN — COBCeM HeaaBHoO. [lyraroe
3HaKoMoe 1uuo. OHO HUKaK He ObUIO CBA3aHO ¢ 3a0bIThIMU BOCIIOMUHA-
HussMU. OH 3Han 3TO NULO.

— Kak T1ebst 30ByT, He3HakoMel? — MOBEJMTENBHO CIPOCUI CHP
[unneam.

boiic oco3nan, yTo BHe3anHo nokpacHen. EMy He moHpaBuics 3TOT
yesioBek. M 3T0 Obljia HE MPOCTO MOBEPXHOCTHAs HENPUA3Hb, a camas
HacTosuas Bpaxxaa. OH yBHZAEN 3TO Ha JIMLE KPeCTOHOCLA M OLLLY TUJI
cam.

— Mens 30ByT Yunbsam boiic, — KOpOTKO OTBETUII OH.

YepHoOpoBas >XeHILMHA B 3€JI€HOI ofexX e, CUAeBIIas psSAOM C CH-
poM 'mineamom, nopanace Bnepea. OHa cMOTpena TO Ha JJULO phlLaps,
TO Ha mLo boiica.
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— Cexynny, cup I'unneam, — Tuxo ckaszana oHa. — He Mory noHsits —
MHE TOJBKO KaXETCs, MECCUPBI, WK MEXYy HUIMU ACHCTBUTENBLHO €CTh
KaKO€e-TO CXOJICTBO?

OcTanbHbI€ 3aIIEBENTWINCH B CBOMX KPECIax U TOXE HaYalld MepeBo-
JUTh B3I ¢ OfHOro nuua Ha apyroe. Ho boiic Bce nons, ewe noka
XeHUIKHa ropopuna. OH NOH, — U 3TO CTAJIO BCHBILIKOW, YyTh HE JIH-
IIMBLUEH €ro 4yBCTB, — MOYeMYy rojoc u Juno cupa ['wmuieama Obuin
TaKMMHM 3HAKOMBIMH. JTO OBUIO HEBO3MOXHO... M MOTJO CIYYHTHCA
TOJILKO B KOUIMApHOM CHE, B KOTOPOM M Haxoauics boiic.

Cup I'mneam 6bU1 UM CaMUM, TOJIBKO YyTh CTapee M ropaszio BbICO-
xomepHee. Ho rosioc u nuio 6u1mu ero cobcTBeHHbIMMU !

'mnneam mpomomxkan npucrtanbHo cMOTpeTh Ha bBoiica. IlotoM oH
BCTaJl ¥ CBUPETO B3MIAHYN €My B mia3a. Oka3anoch, YTO U pOCT y HUX
ofuHakoBblii. [onyOble ma3za, HaXMypUBIIKUCH, DIAAENM B roiyObie
rma3a. O1HaKoBble ryObl CEpAUTO CHKAIUCH.

— Haxxe Bamm uMeHa, cup I'mineam! — BOCKJIMKHY A XKEHIIMHA B 3e-
neHoM. — Ero 30ByT Tak ke, kak ¥ Bac, TOJbKO MO-aHIUACKH, YWIbSIM
o boiic. ..

— Touno, s 'mnneam aro Boiic, — mpoBopyas peilape, BCe ellle npu-
CTaNbHO CMOTPS B INlaza He3Hakomia. — Ho ecny TyT ecThb CXOACTBO, TO
sl €0 He MPU3Hao!

Mornonoit nax, cTosIMiA Ha KOJIEHAX Ha KpParo BO3BBILICHUS, MOJH-
poBai 6onbLIoi HopMaHAckuil WKT. [oadpy HaKIOHUNICS U B34 €ro.

— Bamianure, cup 'mnneam, — ckasai oH.

Tot nosnro cMoTpen Ha CBO€ OTpakeHHE B CTabHOM 1iuTe. OH nepe-
BeJl B3M1A Ha Bolica, 3areM o0paTHO, JIMLO €ro 3ajuioch APOCTbIO U
YeM-TO MOXOKHUM Ha yXac.

BHe3anHo oH ynapun no wuty. Pazgancs rynkuit 3BoH.

— KonposctBo! — 3apesen 'maneam OT rHeBa, 3amyllMB POXOT. —
Hnmenem Konbs, aToT yenoBek konayH! CxBaTuTh ero!

Iroa®PU CXBATHJI boiica 3a pyky cBoeii 60NbLIOH J1alOHbIO.
Cam bBoiic, cuiikoM oleIoMIeHHbIH, YTOOBI JyMaTh ICHO, ¢ OelIeHo}
SPOCTbIO BhIpBascs U3 xBaTku. OT rHeBa OH M03a0bbu1 cTapo-dpaHily3-
CKHMH A3bIK M CMOT 3aBOMUTH TOJLKO Ha aHIVIMHCKOM.

— Ornyctute Mens, rmynusl! S He konayu! S... — lonoc Bolica yTo-
HyJl B KpUKaX, MOJHABIIMXCA Ha BO3BBILIEHUH, KOTAA OCTalbHbie Opo-
CHIIUCh K HEMY, YTOOBI CXBaTUTh. J[BE XEHIIMHbI 3aBONNIIM, 1 O0Op3bIe,
OTAbIXalolIKe Y KaMHHAa, BCKOYHIIM € Nona ¢ Bo30OyXIeHHbIM JlaeM. Ha
CEKYHAY Ha BO3BBIIIEHUU BOLIAPUJIIC Xao0C.

— OtnyctuTe ero, Meccupbl! — JOHECCS CKBO3b LIIyM I'POMKHI BIACT-
HBIH rostoc. — OTIYCTHTE €ro, 1 BaM rOBOPIO. '
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Cymaroxa HexoTs ctuxiia. boiic, nogHsB r1a3a BMecTe ¢ OCTajbHBIMU,
YBUZET BBICOKOT'O 4€JIOBEKAa B YEPHOW MAHTHUH, CTOALLETO B JIBEPHOM
MpOXOJie psAIOM C BO3BBIILIEHUEM. Jlake HECMOTpPS HA TO, YTO €My He
NpeACTaBUIIM 3TOT0 YEIIOBEKA, OH Cpa3y MOHII, KTO 3TO — Mar TaHKpen.

Ha teMHoOI1 MaHTUH KONAyHA ObUIM TAMHCTBEHHBIE CUMBOJIB, @ HA €ro
rojIoBe MOKOMIICA TIOpOaH, Kak Y BOCTOYHOTO MPUHIA, HO JIMLO BbITIA-
JIeJio COBCEM He Tak, kak oxuaain boiic. Bopona Tankpena 6buia Genoii
U JUIMHHOM, HO 6POBU — YEPHBIMH U CXOJMIIMCH HAJl TepeHOoCcuLeil B Beu-
HOM IIOBEJIMTENBHOM, XMYpPOM B3NIAge. B yimax on Hocun uzympynsl,
a Ha nmajibliaXx CBEpKaJu ApYyrue JAparoueHHble kaMHU. OH MOXOAUJ Ha
TOTO, KTO OBUT CI0cOOEH KOMaHIOBaTh JIIOABMHU, AaXKe He Mpuberas K
cuJaM, KOTOpbIMU HaZieauna ero Marus.

— Heyxenu B Kepake Hukoraa He ObIBaeT MUpa? — HaCTOHUYMBO CIIPO-
CUJl OH HU3KHUM rojiocoM. — Jlaxke korga 3aMoK BCe elle KayaeTcs Ha
CKajlax nocJie araku KOJIAyHOB, Bbl IEPETECh HA BO3BbILLUEHUHU.

— KongoBCcTBO He TONBKO CHapy>XH 3TMX CTeH, TaHkpea, — FPOMKO
orBeTu cup ['mnneam. — B3misiHU Ha 3TOro 4yenoBeka, IOTOM Ha MEHS U
CKaXku, pa3Be 3TO He €Ll OMH LUMHOH, NocnaHHbli ['oponom. ..

Tankpen 3acMesncs U MEAJEHHO NOAHSJICSA Ha BO3BBILLEHHE.

— MoxerT, oH 1 wnuoH, ['unneam. Ho mroneit nenaer noxoxumMu apyr
Ha Apyra He TOJNbKO KONA0BCTBO. Thl yBepeH, [ nnieam, 4to no 3emie He
XOZSAT TBOU POIACTBEHHUKH?

I'unneama 3TO HE yCHIOKOMIIO.

— 51 3Har0 Maruio, KOraa BUXy ee. A B Takue COBMNAACHUsA 1 HE BEPIO.

TaHkpen octaHoBuiics nepex boiicoM u 3axyMumBo noaeprai ceds 3a
6enyro 6opony. UepHble r1a3a npuHsIUCH CBEPAUTH Mo Boiica.

— Bo3moxHo, ThI npaB, — KUBHYN Mar. — Ho apaka He JacT HaMm OT-
BeThl. ECTh pyrue crnocoObl pacrno3HaTh FrOPOACKUX LUMHOHOB.

OH ormsaen BO3BbIIIEHME, €r0 Masa npouny Mmumo boiica u ocraHo-
BUJIUCH Ha 4eM-TO. boiic noBepHyIics.

V KkaMHUHHOM MOJKM CUJIeJ MOJIOJION YeTOBEeK B MEXOBOU Hakuake. B
noMeuieHud ObU10 He X0J0AHO, U boiic yBuaen, uyto Ha nby 1oHUA Bbi-
CTYNUII MOT, TO ¥ €10, OH COIpOraJics, a TPSCyLLMecs pyKH NpHXUMalu
BOPOTHHK K II€e.

— Oto Mononoil Xblo, — cTporum roaocom ckaszan Tankpen. — bonb-
IIMHCTBO M3 Bac 3HaeT uctopuro Xsto e Manno. Ha npounoii Henene
OH yluen Ha pa3Befky, U ['oponckue cxarunu ero. OH npoxun B Io-
poze uenyto Heaento. — B cnoBe «ropoa» nocnslianach HeHaBUCTb. — U
BEepHYJCSI XbIO B TAKOM K€ COCTOSTHUU, KaK U BCE OCTaJIbHbIE — T€, KTO
Bo3Bpalaercs u3 ['opoaa. OH coulen ¢ yma, Hocijie BCEro, 4To yBUAEC.

Tankpen npoLuen N0 BO3BBILUIEHHUIO U HACHYJCs Haj IOHOLIEH, ApoXa-
LIAM IOJ, HAKUJIKOM.
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— Xb10... Oif, Xsto! — KOHo1Ia moaHsAn ronory. — Xbio, y Hac k Tebe
Bonpoc. [TocMoTpu Ha yenoBeka, CTOALLEro psAAoM ¢ cupoM I niieamom.

Boiic BcTpeTuiics ¢ mapoii 6e3yMHBIX ronyObIX I71a3 ¥ YBUJEN B HUX
Mpak. Ha cekyHay oH y3Hai 3ToT B3msiA. OH MHOTO pa3 BHJEN €ro B
3epKasie B COOCTBEHHBIX I71a3aX, KOrA TIIETHO MbITATICA BOCCTAHOBUTH
BOCIOMHMHAHMA NoTepsHHOro rosa. Ta xe camas nosnybecco3HarTenbHas
NYCTOTa, a 3a Hell TEMHOTA.

Heyoicenu on moowce nobwiean ¢ Iopode u guden mo, ymo c600um nio-
oeti ¢ yma?

— Ckaxxu HaM, nlapeHb, — npojosnkai roinoc Tankpena. — Tel y>xe BU-
Jien atoro yenoeka? Jlronu B Takoi opexae nocewarot ['opon? Itot
YeJIOBeK INHOH, XbI0?

Xbio 13 MaH0 NOIHSAN OCYHYBIUEecs JTHLO, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha
Boiica, n Ha cexynay boiic 6611 yBepeH, 4To TOT y3HaeT ero. bbut yBe-
PEH, YTO B T€YEHUE NOTEPSAHHOIO rojia OH, ACHCTBUTENIBHO, XOAUJ 110
ynunam I'opona v BcTpeuan Ha HUX MOJIoforo Xblo.

3a nmocnenHue napy 4acoB ¢ boiicoM cilyyunoch CIMIIKOM MHOIO
CTpaHHOro, 4TOObl YYBCTBOBaThH ce0s YBEpPEHHbIM XOTb B yeM-To. To,
YTO OH, KaK JIMLOM, TaK U MMEHeM, Obll MOoXoK Ha ['mineama, ctano
nocnenne kameit. Teneps Boiic ouyman ce6s roToBbIM BEpUTh WM
He BepUTh BO Bce, 4To TaHkpe] pacckaxeT eMy o cebe, eciii 3TO XOTb
KaK-TO OOBACHUT MPOUCXOASILEE BOKPYT.

Xb1o e MaH/10 Ha CEKYHIly MO3BOJMI CBOUM TEMHbIM, NOyOe3yM-
HBIM I71a3aM OCTaHOBUTHCS Ha Boiice. 3ateM OH CHOBa OMyCTHII UX, I1O-
IUTOTHEE 3aBEPHYJICS B HAKUAKY U TYIO NOKayas rojioBoii.

— He 3Ha10, — cka3an oH TOHKUM rojgocoM. — He 3Haro.

Xbl0 0XBaTHJIa APOXb, U OH TIOBEPHYJICS K KAMHUHY.

Tankpen noxasn 6ONbIIMMH IJIEHaMH M0 YEPHOW MaHTHEM.

— Kak 6bl1 s xoTen, uro6bl Xbl0 MOI BCE BCIOMHUTb, — CKa3al OH
NouTH 4TO Npo cebs. — XKanp, 4To TH HEe MOXKeLUb ero npodyauTs. Hy...
— OH oueHuBarolle nocMoTpen Ha bolica. — oH, pasymeeTcs, OJDKEH
uatu k Opakyny. OH...

— IMonoxaure MUHYTKY, — nepebun ero boiic.

PA3JIAJICS BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM wenor. Jlionu Ha BO3BbILIEHUH
TIOBEPHYJIH TOJIOBBI, CEPANTO U € MOAO3PEHUEM YCTaBUBILKUCH Ha Boiica,
I'uieam Obi OiMDKE BCEX, W B IVla3aX y HEro cBepkala cBHUpemnas He-
HABUCTb, UHCTUHKTUBHO OLLlylaeMas 000MMH MIOABMH C OAMHAKOBBIM
MIMEHEM U OJJMHAKOBBIMHU JIULIAMH.

— 51 He MINHMOH, — ¢ TPYAOM MOAOHPAast CIOBA Ha CTapO(paHIy3CKOM,
ckazan boiic. — OXoTHHK JosxKeH Obl1 BaM 3TO JOKa3aTh, — OH MbITAICH
youtb MeHs. Ho s npuiuen crona He no cBoeMy >xenanuto. U 1 He. ..
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Tankpen 3acmesiics.

— JIokaxu CBOM CJIOBA TeM, KakK IyeT BeTep, — CKasal OH, — HO He
TeM, yTo Aenaet OxotHuk. Ero nosenexnue 6onee Henpeackasyemo, 4em
nosezcHue obrnakoB. TeM He MeHee, eclid OH OXOTHJICA 3a TOOOM U He
y6u1, 6yZib yBepeH, Y Hero Ha 3To ObUTH IPUUMHBL.

— Kro Takoii 310T OXOTHUK?

JIuto Tankpena moteMmHeno. OH HaXMypHUJ1 TeMHbIe OpOBU Haf yep-
HBIMH [T1a3aMH.

— B03MOXXHO, Thl 3Haelllb 3TO Jlyylle Hac.

— JlagHo, — otBeTHII Bolic ¢ BHe3anHBIM THeBOM. — Toria BequTe MeHs
k Opakyiy. JlaBaiiTe HOKOHYUM C 3THM, YeM ObI OHO HU OBbUIO, U IOTOM
s 3a/1aM Koe-Kakue BONPOCk], Ha KOTOpble TpeOylo oTBeTa.

— Xopoliro ckazaHo, He3HakoMmell. — TaHKpeJ CHOBa YIBIOHYJCH.
— Hpewm.

Mar pasBepHyncs, €ro TAMHCTBEHHAs YepHas MaHTUs onucana ayry,
¥ OH XKECTOM BeJles UATHU 32 HUM.

boiic momymHWICsA ¢ HEeKOTOpbIM coMHeHueM. Ho T'unneam, no-Boit-
YbM YXMBUIBHYBLINCH M3-110], CBUCAIOLIMX YCOB, Moluen 60k-0-60k ¢
Tankpenom, a JlnuaHoHoru# [ondpu 3amaran ¢ Apyroi CTOPOHBI.

— Teneps MbI y3HaeM o Tebe BCIO paBAy, WUMHUOH, — ckasan ['nineam.
— Mapu!

3a JBepblo, Yepe3 KOTOPYHo NepBbIM npoien TaHkpen, Obuia y3kas
JIECTHUIA, yXOAsllas B ToNCTble cTeHbl. OrnsaHyBlKCh, bolic yBuaen,
YTO 3a HUMHU UAYT BCE, KTO OTAbIXaJ Ha BO3BblLIEHUU. JKEeHIMHDbI 13-
ALIHO CTyHajl IO CTyNeHbKaM, JAepxa [UIMHHbIE IOOKH pYKaMH C
Opacietamd 4 kojbliaMu. CresioM, NepellenThiBasCh U TECHACDH, LU
MYXYHHBL. OT CTEH 3XOM OTPaXKaJUCh UX roloca ¥ 3ByKH LLAroB.

OHU MOAHUMAJIUCH TOBOJILHO A0iro. boiic Hauan nomo3pesars, 4TO
OHH, HaBepHOe, WAYT Ha caMblii BepX IIaBHOM OalllHy, BO3BbILLAIO-
wieiics Hax BceM Kepakom. Yepe3s y3kue 11enu OKOH OH BUAEN HEOOIb-
IMe YYaCTKU TYMaHHOW paBHMHBI, PACKUHYBLUEHCS BHU3Y, U MOCIE]-
HHE KOJblla MaruecKoOro Orus, pacxoAsiiuecs OT MOAHOXUA cKal, Kak
yracarolas paayra B Tymane. Ha apyroii CTopoHe 1OJIMHBI BUIHENCS
[opoa — MATHO pa3HOLBETHBIX OTHEW, MOABIAIOLIEECS U MCYE3Alolee
I10 Mepe TOro, Kak Haj HUM NPOIUILIBAJIM 3eJIeHOBaTO-roNyoble obnaxa.
CBeT cOBceM He U3MEHMJICS C TOro MOMeHTa, kak boiic Tyt ouyTtuics.
Ero 3auHTepecoBallo, €CTh JId B 3TOH 3aralouHOM, HEBEPOATHON 3eMJie
JIeHb 1 HOYb, UJIM HaJl TYMAHOM U FOpaMu LiapsAT OAHU U Te XKe He ApKue
¥ HE TEMHBIE CYMEPKH.

[epen mpoueccueit oTkpwUIcS CBOA4aThli kopupop. boiic, waras
MEXIY ABYMsl CTpaxkaMH, [IPeojosieNl MOCHeAHNe CTyeHbKU U Mocle-
JoBaJ 3a IMpoKoit cnuHoit Tankpena. K atomy MoMmeHTy Tosmna nepe-
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crana mwenrarbes. CTUXM JdaXke 3BykH maroB. Bee HumM nmpakTuyecku
Ha LIpINoYKax, U boiic cnelman yactoe apixanue [ondpu, uayuero ps-
oM HuM. Kem 651 HU siBisiIcs Opakyn, obuTaTeny 3aMka SsBHO OOsITHCh
ero.

B koHILIe kopuopa OblJ1 3aHaBELLIEHHBIN ABEpHO# npoxox. Puonero-
Bble OapxarHble IOPTHEPBI, PacIINThle cepeOpsHON MayTHHOM, CKpBI-
BaJlY, YTO >XAAJIO B ClEAyIoLIeM NoMelieHud. TaHkpea B3sjics 3a Tsxke-
Jible CKJIAKU. 3aTeM MOBEPHYJICS W CTajl OOBICKMBATEL TOJIIY [Ia3aMHu.
CHOBa NOCHBIIIANCS HIETIOT, KTO-TO PE3KO 3aTaui JbIXaHHe.

— Beiiiau Bnepes, HesHakomel, — rpyosiM 6acoMm Besnen Tankpen. —
Briiiau Bnepen u npeacrass nepex Opakynom!

IVIABA V. Illnuon u3 I'opooa.

BAPXATHBIE nopteeps! comkHynichk. Ha Mraosenue boiica oxBa-
THIIO YIMBJIEHUE U HEBONBHBIN yKac, korja oH MoHsL, 4to ['uineam u
Tondpu otnycTunu ero u OBICTPO OTOULTH Ha3aJ TaK, YTO OH OCTalCH
onuH, maas Ha Tankpena v Ha nBeps. [lotom Bolic yBuaen, kyna Beser
3Ta ABEPb, U BCE OCTAJIBHBIC MBICJIM MOKUHYJIH €T0.

OH He 3HaJ, yero oxuzaain. Ho To4HO He 3TOro — HU 3TOH KaMEeHHOU
KOMHATK{ 3a MOpThepaMu, HA TO, YTO HAXOAMUJOCH B Hel. ToHkoit may-
TUHBI OTHA. ..

HMMeHHO OHa mepBoif mMpuBiekiga ero BHHMaHWe. OrHEHHbIE HUTH
ObLIH BIUIETEHBI B NOJBII KapKac MPUYYIJTHBOTO BH/IA, U3MEHSIOLHICS
npsaMo Ha rnasax. XKuBo# kapkac — xuBas KJI€TKa.

U B kyeTKe OXXKHBLIEro OrHs HaXOAWIach... xeHuHa. Het, mpamop-
Has cTatys. Het — Bce-Taku skeHIuHa. M3 Bocka, MpaMopa WM IJI0TH —
boiic He Mor noHATs. OHa ObUTa HeXHUBOK. Tak OH pel, B3MIAHYB Ha
Hee Ha 0o ceKyHIbl. KneTka 6blina sxuBas U OTHEHHas!, HO XKECHUINHA
BHYTpPHU HE U3Jy4alla HY )KU3Hb, HY TEILIO.

OHa cToA71a, KaK CTaTys, TakK K€ HEMOABHKHO, ¥ CMOTpeJa Ha TOJILY,
COMKHYB pyKu nepes coboii. Ee qyinHHas ManTus Obuia He Genee nuua,
a BOJIOCHI HUCNaAanH GieqHbIM MPaMOPHBIM KacKaJloM, Aaxke He U3THU-
OaromMMes Ha Tieyax.

Jluno obnagano YUCTOTOH JNMHMH, YTO Ka3aJloCh, COBEPUIEHHO JH-
mano ero BcA4Yeckol venoBeyHocTH. Hu ofHO nMUO cMepTHOro He
umeno nonobHoi Ge3ynpeyHOCTH NUHUE. [Maza >xeHUuMHbl ObUH 3a-
KpbIThl. Kak U ryObl, COMKHYBIIMECS NPeKpacHOH JIMHUEH, BBIIVIsIeB-
mel Tak, CIIOBHO HUKOIZA U He paszeisiack. boiic mogyMmai, 4to He
BUAE] €lue CTOJIb XOJOAHOH CTaTyu, CTaTyd, COBEpLIEHHO JHMLIEHHOMH
JKM3HU.
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Jlonroe MrHOBeHMe CTOsIa MONHas TUliMHA. Haxonsch Tak 6nu3ko,
boiic enBa cMor paccnblluarh MEIOAUYHOE, TOHKOE JKY’OKaHHe, J0HO-
CHBIIIEeCs U3 KJIETKH, CJIOBHO NI caMM OrHeHHble pyThsi. Ho Tonna,
3aTauB JbIXaHHE, MOTYaJIa, a )KEeHIIMHA — CTaTys — B IPUHLMIIE HE MOIIa
M3/1aTh HU €JMHOTO 3BYyKa.

— O uyeM BbI IPOCUTE MEHA?

Boiicy npulnocs B3MsHYTh ABaXKAbI, YTOOb! YOAUTHLCS, 4TO roloc
BBIXOQUT U3 MpaMOpHbIX ry6. OHM TOYTH He 1ieBenunuch. Beku He nBu-
rajmuck coBceM. Ho He 6bU10 HUKAaKOro COMHEHHUS B TOM, YTO HUKaKue
Ipyrue ry0bl B MUPE HE MOIJIM 3arOBOPUTH TAKUM XOJIOAHBIM TOJIOCOM.
BeckoHeuHo cnokoiiHbIM 1 6eccTpacTHbIM. [Ipy 3Byke 3TOro neasHoro
ronoca boiica oxBatuna Jpoxs.

T'onoc TaHkpena cTan MATKUM U CTPAHHO HEXHbIM.

— ¥V MeHs ecTb IIPUYMHA CYUTATh, YTO CPEAM HAC LUMMOH, — OTBE-
THJ OH. — MBI IpUBENH ero K Tebe, 4ToObI ThI pelliia, MOXHO JId eMy
BEPUTb.

Korna Tankpen 3amonuar, HacTynusa MojHas TULIMHA U HEMOABUXK-
HOCTb. MpaMopHas JieByllIKa C 3aKpbITbIMH IJla3aMU 1 COMKHYTbIMHU B
3aMOK pyKaMH He LUeBeJuIach U Jaxe He Jplana. Bee xxaanu XoTh ka-
koro-HuOynp 3Byka. Jlaxe boiic 3aTaun qpixaHue, HECMOTPS Ha TOBOJIBI
pa3yma, 4aCTU4HO MOBEPUB, YTO ITA BOCKOBAs CTAaTys MOXET OTBETUTb
Ha BOIPOC — €CJIU 3aX0yeT.

OxxugaHue npoosskanock. Opakysl HEMOABIXKHO CTOsANa, OieHas U
CJIOBHO MEPTBasi — HET, HE TaK, IOTOMY YTO TO, YTO HUKOIa HE JKUJIO, He
MOXET U YMEPETh, a ObII0 HEBO3MOXHO MOBEPHTh, YTO 3TU MPAMOpPHbIE
HO37pH KOrna-aubo LeBeNUIUCh NPU bIXaHUU, WK KPOBb NYJbCHPO-
BaJia M10J, MpPaMOPHOM KOXEH.

3aTeM, C €aBa 3aMCTHBIM JABHXKCHUEM, BOCKOBBIC l"y6bl pasacIUIIUCh.

— la, 4enoBeK JIKeT.

Bolic ycnpiman 3a coboit TpuymbanbHelit peB ['nineama, KOTOpHIi,
npaBaa, TYT xke ctuX. [1o Tonne npouuna BolHa HEAOBOIbLCTBA, NOCbI-
11aJICsl LIOPOX HOT' U CKPEXET CTali BbIXBATbIBAEMbIX U3 HOXEH Meyeil.

— Iogoxaute, — xononHo ckaszana Opakyi. — [Togoxaure.

Bcee zaruxin.

— OnuH U3 Bac — nocnaHHuk [opona, — npousHec B THILMHE JIEAAHOM
rosioc. — OH npuwesn, 41o6b! youts. OH BbDKUAAET BpeMst, YTOOb! yOUTb.

I'HeB, oXBaTUBIIUH TOJIIY, BCOLIXHY/ CHOBA, U APOCTHBLI L1yM 3ary-
W TOHKHH, NefisHo# ronoc. boiic mupoko paccTaBui HOTH U CTPAacTHO
noKeJiall, 4To0bl y Hero B pyKkax oKasanoch XOTb kakoe-HUOYb OpyxKuUe.

— D10 HenpaBaa! — OTYassHHO MPOKpuyan oH. — S He wnuoH! A He
co0MparoCh HUKOTO. ..
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PeB ToMNMBI 3amiylui €ro rojioc, ¥ Ha CeKyHAY COKpPYIIAloIIEero ca-
MOCOMHEHHS OH MOHsJI, YTO U CaM He 3HAeT, KaKkoil MOXeT 0Ka3aTbCs
npasaa. Ho ceiiyac Ha 310 He ObUIO BpeMeHH. [ WiieaM ¢ TOpKeCTBY-
FOLLEH, APOCTHOH yXMBUIKON NMOAHAB 00€ OrPOMHBIE PYKH, YxKe ObUT B
IATY 1Warax v ObICTpo NpUOIMXKacs, a ToJNa 3a HUM CBepKaJia CBUpe-
[bIMH [MIa3aMH U PA3UHYTBIMHU B KPUKaX pTaMU.

— IMonoxnaure! — YucTelii ronoc, CIOBHO JIEASHOW XJIBICT, pa3pe3al
LIyM B 3aJe.

JIuo MpaMopHOH JeByLIKM HE M3MEHUIOCh. ['YObl pasaenuiuce He
Oonblne, yeM mpexze, maza Bce emie 6puM 3akpbITEl. Ho ronoc cran
TPOMKHM, CIIOBHO KPUK, XOTSl M OCTaBaJICs XOJOAHBIM LIENOTOM.

boiic yBuaen, kak Tonna nepepena B3N/ ¢ Hero Ha 6enyro ¢urypy B
OTHEeHHO# kieTke. JIIoau 0CTaHOBUIIUCH, MOKPACHEBLIHE U PACCEPIKEH-
HbI€, HO BCE-TaK1 OCTaHOBHJIUCD.

— 51 elue He Ha3Bajla UM LINHUOHA, — HAIOMHWJI XOJIOAHBIHA roJIoC.

B oTBeT nocnpllacs u3yMJIEHHBIH LICTOT.

— OH cTouT cpeam Bac, U Bbl €ro JaBHO 3HaeTe, — ckazana Opaxyin. —
OH He He3HakoMell. DTO He TOT, KTO ceiiyac HaXOAUTCA NepeAo MHOIA.
— OHa cHOBa 3aMonyaJia, HO 3aTeM J100aBWia C TaKUM HaXUMOM, 4YTO
Boiic nouyBcTBOBa, Kak ero ooxer xonon. — Mue Hazsamov meoe ums,
wnuon?

To, uTo ciay4yunock ganblie, NOpa3swio UX BceX. boiic yBuaen 3to
Jy4lle OCTallbHbIX, NOCKONBKY CTOAN JMUOM K Tonne. Jpyrum npu-
LIJIOCh MOBEPHYTHCS U MOTECHUTHCS, KOTA M3 JAJTBHEr0 KOHIA KOpH-
JI0pa AOHECIIUCH MepBbie TUKUE 3BYKH.

3ByKU cMexa.

Y JECTHMHMUBI crosna purypa B Hakuake, TpAcylascs OT BHe3ar-
HOH, OTYasAHHON pajloCTH, a NOTOM IMOJHsIAa Ha ToANY ONeAHble, TUKHe
maza. 9t1o 061 Xblo Ae MaHzo, nojiycyMacteini, coexapumii us
yxaca ['opona.

B nepsbie cexynabl boiicy mokazanock, 4To mapHs TPACJIO B UCTe-
pHKEe WIIK 4eM-TO TaKOM, BO3HHMKIIEM OT HaNpsSXKEHHOCTH MPOUCXO.s-
mero. 3aTeM OH YBHJEJ, KaKk CCyTYyJHBLIEECs TeJO paclpsMUIOCH ITOX
TAXKEJION MaHTHEH — paclpsIMUIIOCh U CTajlo pacTH. Iasa boiica oTka-
3aJ1MCh BOCITPUHUMATH BBICOTY ero ¢urypsl. CekyHIy OHU He mnepena-
BaJIM HUKaKo#i MH(pOPMALMU HCIYTaHHOMY pa3yMy. OH TYIO yCTaBUICS
Ha TO, YTO CTOAJIO B ABEPAX.

[Toromy uto Xbl0 e MaHJ10 cTan HAMHOTO BBILIE aXe CAMOT0 BbI-
cokoro kpecroHocua. Hakuaka ynana Ha non. Oaexzaa Monoaoro Xbto
IIOpBaJlach M pa3Bajiuiach, @ HA €ro MeCTe 0Ka3anoch CyLIECTBO, COBEp-
HIEHHO HE NIOXO0XKee Ha YeJIOBeKa.
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Ho uto 310 6810, Boiic He 3Han. OH BUIEN €ro Jy4Ylle OCTAIBHBIX
oburtareneil 3aMKa, HO Ja)kxeé OH He MOT JaTh CyIlecTBY UMeHH. Hukro
UX HUX HE BUJIeN ero JoJiblle, YeM CEeKyHIy. 3a 9TOT KOpPOTKUH npome-
>)KYTOK BpEMEHH, OHO BO3HHKJIO [epel] HUMH, Y>KaCHOE, 4yJOBHILHOE,
cMerolleecs: co3jaHue, 06JadeHHoe B TO, YTO MOIVIO OBbITh MOOJIECKHU-
Baroleil yeuryiiuaroit 6poHei, 4eM-TO TaKUM CTPaHHBIM, YTO IJIa3 MOT
OMUCATH 3TO TONBKO MOJAOOHBIMHU MOHATUAMMU.

Cwmex cyuiectBa TpyOus moj cBOAYATbIM IIOTOJIKOM, HAloOJIHASA 3al
myMoM. M 3aTemM 0OHO MpPBITHYJIO. ..

ITocne ogHU rOBOPUIIM, YTO OHO CPaXkajloCh MEYOM, a JAPYTHe — 4YTO
orHeM BMecTo Meda. Ho mepeBsi3aHHble paHbl BbIMISJENU TaK, CIOBHO
UX HaHEeCNY OrpOMHbIMU KOrTiMu. Kpome Toro, B 3a1€ Naxiyio He TONbKO
KpPOBBIO, HO M rOpesioi TuioThio. buTBa Oblna y>KacHOil, Moka OHU He
noOeIuI WIIHOHa, KOTOPOro UM noxociain ['opoa.

Bolic cpaxayics BMecTe ¢ OCTalbHbIMU. Ka3aloch HEBEPOSTHBIM,
4YTO OHO CYIIECTBO, XOTA U O4eHb OO0JblIOE, MOIIO HanacTh Ha BCcex
onHoBpeMeHHO. OHO ABHUTrajloch ¢ OBICTPOTOH MOJHMH, a cuia Obuia
HeBoOOpaszumoii. Ho, B KOHIle KOHLIOB, MOCJIE OTYAsiHHOM CXBaTKH, OHU
CMOIJIM NOOEIUTD 3TO CTPAHHOE CYIIECTBO.

Bolic 3anoMHUI TOABKO TO, KaK XOJOAHbIE, MIAJKUE KOHEYHOCTH
LUBBLIPAIOT €r0 Ha MO U NaJaroT CIEA0M, a 3aTeM IbITalOTCs pa3faBUTh
MoLIHbIMHE, OecuenbHbIMU yaapamMu. OH 3a0bL1, kak apancs. [onble ky-
JIaKd KazaJluCh Oecrone3HbIMU MPOTHB HEBEPOSATHOIO CYLIECTBA, HO,
TeM He MeHee, bolic 3allOMHMIT OLLYILEHUE TOrO, KaK KOCTSLUKY Maib-
LIEB BXOAUIIU B Yellly{uaToe TeJo, Kak 3a 3TUM CJIeZJOBAJIM CTOHBI U BOHb
NaJALIETo AblXaHus.

Boiic 3amoMHuN BbI3bIBAIOLIKMI OHEMEHHME XOJIOJ, YEro-To OCTporo,
NPOHUKAIOLLETO B €r0 TeJO, 3ByK PBYLIEHCS KOXH U TeIJIblii MOTOK co0-
CTBEHHOH KpOBM, TEKyLIEH 1O IpyAu, OH 3allOMHHUJ CUJIBHBIA yaap B
OCHOBaHHUE Yepena, [ocie Yero Norpy3uiicsi B MOpe Kpy>KaluXxcsi 3Be3/1
U BCKOPE OIyCTUJICSI HA CaMO€ JIHO. ..

— U TBOE mosiBneHue 3aech He cayyaiiHo, Yunbsam boiic. — Tankpen
cuziesl Ha MOJOKOHHUKE M MPOHULIATENIbHBIMUA YEPHBIMU [JIa3aMU CMO-
Tpen Ha boiica u3-noa cpociuuxcs 6popeit.

Boiic msaen B apyryto cropoHy. Ero B3misg 61y aan no koMHare, no
6anaaxuHy Haz OCTENbIO, Ha KOTOPOH OH Jiexkal, no robeneHam Ha cTe-
Hax, U Tenepb, NOC/e ITOF0 OYEHb-0UEHb JOJIIOro BbI3AOPOBIEHUS 3TO
cTaJio 1yia Hero 3HakoMbIM. Ho oH Bce ewe 6b11 c1ab. EMy He xoTenoch
NIOrpy>kaThCsl B TailHbl, KOTOPbIE NPUBEIIH €0 CIOAA.

I'my6oxuii mpaM Ha mieye el He 3aXui, HO pa3yM Obin TpaBMUpPO-
BaH cuiibHee. Bo3MOXHO, BUHOM 3TOMY Obl1 BUJ MPOIUIBIBAIOLLETO 3a
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OKHOM TyMaHa, HEM3MEHHBIX CephIX O0JIAKOB, BEYHO JABIKYLIMXCS HaJ
YTOMJIEHHO# 3eMJIeH.

boiic Bugen u mupaxu. TymaH 3a Tankpenom npusuman ¢popmy 6a-
IeH BOCTOYHOro ropona. [ToHawany oH momymain, 4to OpeauT, Koraa
yBUIEN, KaK 3TH BUAEHHS MOABIAIOTCA M Ucdye3aroT. Ho apyrue Habmro-
Jlaly Ty ke KapTuHy. Ml HUKTO He MOr ¢ YBEpEeHHOCTBIO CKa3arh, ObIITH
71 3TH OalUHU pealbHbIMH.

— Hukro He cMmeeT yxonuTh aajeko ot Kepaka, — onHaXxabl npeny-
npeaun ero loadpu. — 3emis. .. MensieTcs. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO KOJNZOBCTBO
co3jaeT B TyMaHe o6pa3sl. BO3MOXHO, 3T0O MUpaXkH, KaK U T€, YTO MBI
BUJENHU B MycThiHe Nepen MepycanuMoM. A BoaMoxHO, — Dieu lo vult —
Bce 3T0 Hacrosuee. [opoaa, nBuxyinecs nogodHo obnakam. Cazapl u
Oropozbl, NpoOIbIBalOLIKeE, Kak Kopabny B Mope Tymana. HeBo3moxHoO
CKa3aTh HaBEPHAKA — WK, Y3HAB CaMOMY, BEPHYTHCS OTTYAA.

Bolic He pa3MBILILIAT 0 MUpaXkax. TaHKpell FTOBOPHIL, U eMy MPUXO/IH-
JIOCh CNYLIATh.

— 51 ckasan, uyro Tebs, ¢ IMLOM U UMeHeM ['ueama, nocnanu K Ham
He ciyyaiiHo, — nozaepraB 6opony NajablaMyd C ParoleHHbIMU KaM-
HsMHU, noBTopuia TaHkpen. — Tl pacckasayl CTPaHHYIO UCTOPHIO, HO 5
CKJIOHSIFOCh K TOMY, 4TOOBI MOBEpUTh B Hee. [1oBepUTh, MOTOMY UTO 5
3HaK0 MHOTO TaKOT0, YTO MOU CNyTHUKH COYTYT €PECHIO.

Mar 3akone6ancs, NOKpyTWI KOJbLO Ha Naliblie, 3aTeM Opocun
ocTpbiii B3 Ha boiica, jiexalnero Ha noayuKax.

— S maxke MOTY NpEANoJIOXKHTb, — CKa3ajd OH, — YTO CKPBIBAaETCs B
NOTEPAHHOM FOJly, O KOTOPOM Thl roBopHILb. Ho s HE Mory cBoOOIHO
NOAEIUTLCA CBOUMHU NoAo3peHHAMU. CKaxy TONbKO, YTO, AyMAlO, Thl
Obl1 MHCTPYMEHTOM KOro-To 6osiee CHIBHOIO U MeHee NoOpocoBecT-
HOTro, 4YeM 4. BO3MO)KHO, 3TOM JKCHIIHWHBI, O KOTOpOﬁ ThI TOBOPHUIIL. Ecnu
Thbl ObI1 MHCTPYMEHTOM, TO UM U octaics! Tlockonbky eule He Ucnon-
HUJT CBOETO MpeJHa3HauYeHHs, 4eM Obl OHO HU ObTo. U, kaxeTtcs, Tebs
BbIOpany u3-3a cxoactsa ¢ ['unneamom. — Tankpe] MpUillypus YepHble
ma3a. — Kak Tbl moHUMaeulb, 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO 3a BceM CTOMT [opon.
Kto-To BbIOpan Tebs M3 Bcex jroAei TBOEro Mupa, KTO-TO MCIOJB30-
BaJI TeOs TaM LNl rOJl, MPHYEM TakUM y>KaCHbIM COCOOOM, YTO TBOi
pasyMm 3akpblics oT 3Toro. U, B kOHLle KOHLIOB, KTO-TO NIO3BOJUI TPO-
clle1oBaTh 3a 3a0bIThIMU BOCIIOMHUHAHUAMM B Halll MUp, Il€ BCe eLle
unet BeyHas 6opnba mexxay Kepakom u ropogom KonayHos.

TaHkpen Ha HEKOTOpOE BpeMs 3aMojyasl M 3aJyM4YHMBO HaMOPLIMI
7106, noxa ero OoJblIKe Najbibl ¢ KOJbLIAMH HEOCO3HAHHO, HO PaBHO-
MepHoO Tepebunu 6enyro 6opony.
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YTO-TO BHYTPH boiica He x0Teno BOCIPUHUMATD 3Ty MBICIb.
ByaTo HeuTo Yykoe MpoOpanock B LEHTP €ro CO3HAHMS U IBITANOCh
OTTOPOAUTBLCA OT TOro, uTo roBopun Tankpen. Uro-to uyxkoe? Kakoii-To
Jpyroii pasym, CTpeMsLIMIACS JOCTaTh €ro 4yepe3 TyMaH U 3anlyllUTh
paccynok, 4ToObl AepKaTk B HEBEJEHUH OTHOCUTEIBHO TOTO, YTO HyXKOe
CYLECTBO HE Xealo AaTh €My BCIIOMHUTb?

— CkaxxuTte, — MeJuieHHO cripocut boiic, Oyay4u He coBceM YBepeH-
HBIM, YTO CJIOBA POIMJIUCH B €ro COOCTBEHHOIt roioBe, a He B pasyMe
€71Ba OLLly TUMOTO Yyskaka. — Kak Baiuu ironu nonanu crona? ... Foadpu
3aJ1a€T TaK MHOI'O BOIIPOCOB O CTPaHax, KOTOPbIE IOMHUT, & MHE CJIOXKHO
OTBETUTH Ha HUX. [IoHUMaeTe. ..

— 3Haro, — 3acMesncs Tankpen. — Jlymato, i OIMH 3HAKO BCe MpaBAy.
Ve Ipoll1o OYeHb MHOTO BPEMEHU ¢ TeX nop, kak KpecToHocupl 1o-
Opamice no Mepycanuma, Beap Tak? Thl Mypo MOCTYNUI, YTO HE pac-
ckazan ['ondpu Bce, uto 3Haeuib. CKONLKO JIET Ha3aj MO BpeMEHHU Ha-
1ero cTaporo Mupa 3to 6su10, Yunesam boiic?

Bolic B3rsiHY 1 B [M1a3a CTapoMy Mary.

— [lecTh coTeH net.

Ha 6oponarom jnulie YUTaIUCh TpeneT U ycTanocTb. TaHkpex KUBHYII.

— Tak naBHO? [la, 3T0 M B caMOM Jiefie O4eHb JONruil cpok. S He co-
BCEM [IOHUMaJl, CKOJIbKO BEKOB Mbl [IPOBE/M Ha 3TOH MpPOKIATON 3emiie,
r1e BpeMsi CTOMT Ha MecTe. — Ha cekyHly OH CHOBa 3amMoJ14all, 3aTeM I10-
JKaJl ieyaMu ¥ npubaBuil. — Thl JOMKEH 3HATh BCIO UCTOPUIO, YUIIBSIM
Boiic. Tl nepBblil U3 Halero Mupa, KoMy yaajloch NpobuTbcs uyepes
TyMaH k Bparam Kepaka. beinu ¥ npyrue — BCero mnapa 4efaoBek — U3
UHBIX BpEMEH U 3eMelb. [10MiMHU, Tbl HE €AUHCTBEHHBIN, koro I'opoa nbl-
Tajcd UCNOoNb30BaTh NpoTuB Hac! Ho, Aymaro, Thl CkOpo BCE y3Haelllb
06 3ToM. MBI xunu B Hopmanauu Hesagonro no Cyasoro Jus. — Tau-
Kpel 3acMmesticad. — Bo3MOXHO, Thl 3Haeulb, YTO, KOraa npubnuxancs
TBICAYHBINA rojl, MHp BEPUJI, YTO KOHell 6JIM30K, U [IbABOJ roTOB 3a0paTh
Hac B cBoM BiajeHus. Orel Moero otua Torga Obl ele Majab4yUuIIKOM.
OH MHOrO pa3 pacckasblBaj MHE 3Ty UCTOpHUIO. B Te BpemeHa Mbl ObLu
JIETKOBEPHBIMH U MPUHUMAIH GJIM3KO K CEPALY BCE, YTO TOBOPUIIH HaM
npyrue, ecnu y Hux 6buta Bnactb. Hy, Mbl npoxunu Cynubelii leHb u
CTaNM NPUAEPXKUBATHCA HALIMX COOCTBEHHbIX CTPAHHbIX B3MIAAOB U 10
CUX MOp UX NpuaepxuBaeMcs, Iymato, Tak oyner Bceraa. Cup ['umieam
ObL1 HaluM JopaoM U npensoauteneM. Korna B Hopmanauu Havan co-
6uparbcs KpecToBblil 1oXon, Mbl IPHUHATIM KPECT U OTIPABUIMCH OCBO-
6oxaare Mepycanum OT HeBepHbIX. BO3MOXXHO, THI 3Haellb UCTOPHIO
HalIero MnoxoAa. Mpl LM OYE€Hb, OYE€HBb JOJTO MO CTPAHHBIM YYXKUM
3eMJIAM, e Bce ObUlM NpOTHB Hac. Mbl MHOIO cTpajanu. MHorue no-
rubam B Haziex e yBuaeTs Mepycanum. Ho MBI Tak 1 He 10Opasiuch 10
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Hero. COunuce ¢ MyTH, Kak U1 MHOTHE APYTue, HO B JONUHE XEBPOH MBI
BCTpeTHHU CyAp0y, TyMato, 6osee CTpaHHYI0, YeM Ty, C KOTOPOii JOBO-
JIMNIOCh BCTpevarbes nro0oii apyroit rpynne monedd. B nonuHe crosn
3aMOK. [ unyieaMy oH NOHPABUJICS, M EMY 3aXOTEJIOCh CTAaTh IPaBUTENIEM
JTOM KpenocTU. B Te JHU MBI Tak ¥ XOAMIM [0 BOCTOYHBIM 3€MJISIM: 3a-
XBaTbIBaJIK, YTO MOIIIY, U YAECPIKUBA/H, [IOKA HE MOABIAJICA KTO-TO IO-
cuwibHee. Mrak, Mbl Hanaay Ha 3aMoK. Sl Bce ele MOMHIO €ro — YepHbIi
OT OCHOBaHMs A0 3yOuaTbIX CTEH, C albIM 3HAMEHEM, pa3BeBalOIUMCS
¢ maBHoii 6awHu. — Tankpen kuBHyn. — Jla, ¢ T€M XKe caMbIM 3Hame-
HEM, KOTOPO€ XOPOLIO BUAHO U B HAIllM JHU. Y>KaCHBIM 3HaME€HEM, JpyT
MOii. Mbl ocanuiy 4yepHblid 3aMOK. MHOTO THEH Mbl CTOSJIM Jarepem
Yy €ro CTeH, HaMepeBasiChb B34Tb KPEINOCTb U3MOPOM, €C/IM HE CHJIONL.
Msl He mpenanosaraid, KTo TYT OOMTaeT, U KaKUMH CHJIaMH OH oOna-
JaeT. OHOM HOYBIO K HaM MpHILEN U3 3aMKa Y€N0BEK M NPEJIOKII 3a
JeHbIY NPOBECTU HAC B KPENOCThb TalHbIM MyTeM. Mbl cornacunuck. Ha
cIieAyrolee yTPO Mbl BOOPY)KMIIUCH, CEJIM Ha JIOIAJEH U B YTPEHHHUX
CyMepkax BBIABUHYJIUCH 3a NpeAareneM [0 XOnMam, TyAa, A€ 10 ero
CJI0BaM HaxoJuJjcsa CekpeTHbii BxoA. OH Besl Hac Ha pacCTOSIHUM, HeCs
Ha JIpeBKe ajioe 3HaMs, 4ToObl Mbl MOIIK BUJETH ero. C HaMM noexasno
MHOXKECTBO XEHUIMH. Bce, Koro Thbl TyT BUAULUb, — 3TO TOT NPOKIATHIMH
kapaBaH. Cnesiys 3a KpacHbIM (piaroM B TYCKJIOM CBETE, MbI eXalu U
€XaJy 1o U3BWIKMCTOM TPOIMHKE, yXO[slel B ropsl. B TeueHue oueHs,
OYE€Hb J0IIOro BpEMEHM HUUYETO HE MEHANOCh, U HAC CTANIO YAUBIATD,
YTO COJIHIIE HE NOAHUMAETCA Bbillle. Mbl HAYaIK MOJ03PEBaTh, YTO TYT
3amemaHa marus. Jlaxe Torma s ObUT yMeJbIM Marom, XoTs MHe eule
NIPEACTOsJI0O MHOIOMY HayuuTbcsA. Bekope st moHs, 4TO B BO3AyX€ BU-
TaeT 3110, U ybenun ['mineama ocTaHOBUTH kapaBaH. Mbl Nocnany Brie-
pell Opy>KEHOCLEB, 4TOOBI Y3HATh Y TOr0, KTO HeceT ¢uar; Kyaa Mbl HlieM
Y 04eMy Tak 10iro. Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs Opy>KEHOCLIbl BEPHYJIUCh
¢ OeNbIMU JIMUAMU M anbIM 3HaMeHeM. TaM HMKOro He ObllO, CKazanu
oHM. Dnar cam BeJl HAaC Yepe3 CyMEpPKH, CJIOBHO OTpOMHas asas MTULa.
Ha sTux xonmax, B 3ToM TyMaHe, Mbl HE HalLIM HUKAKUX JIIOAEH, KpoMe
Hac camux. Hy, nenare 6bu10 Hedero. MBI MOMBITAIUCh BEPHYTHCH, HO
3abnynunuce. Bonbiie Ham ObUIO He CYXXAEHO YBUIETh Hallly 3eMITIO U
Zpy3ei, KOTOpbIX Mbl OcTaBuIM BHU3Y. He cyxneHo yBuneth Hu Hepy-
CaJIiM, HM Hall¥ JoMa, HU roiyOble Hebeca. B 3ae1HuX TyMaHHbIX Cy-
MepKax CONHIIE He BCTAeT HUKOrAa. Mbl NOCTPOHIIU 3TOT 3aMOK, KaK1UM
Tbl BUAMLLIB €ro. Bes 3eMis BOkpyr Hac, Aymaio, — Beplo, — MEAJIEHHO
NPOIUTBIBAET MUMO AKOPS 3TUX XOJIMOB. B Te JHHM TyT KU CTpaHHBIH,
CMYIVIbIF HapoA, MIPUXOAUBILIHNA Yepe3 TyMaH, C 3TUMH JIFOAbMHU Mbl TOp-
ropaiy: 3a 6e3fenylikyd MOKyHaid Nuily, a pabouyue pyku — 3a mapy
nowanei. Mbl He TOBOPHIIM Ha UX fA3bIKE, 2 OHU HE TOBOPHIIM Ha HaIIIEM.
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Co BpeMeHeM OHM MepecTalld NpUuxoauTh. JlyMaro, ux 3eMIis oKasaiach
cnumkoM gaieko. K ToMy MOMeHTY s y3Hai Oosiblie, yeM MOH HapoA
Mor npenmnonararb. [10CkoIbKy TyT NpaBUIM CTPaHHbIE CUJIbl, YUIIbIAM
Botic. ITockonbKy Ui TOro, KTO 3HAeT, KaK, KyAa U KOTAa CMOTPETb,
OCTYTIHA OTPOMHAsi MyIpOCTh. S cyMen HakOpMHTH U 0ofleTh Hac Ona-
roaaps BO3MOXKHOCTSM, O KOTOpbIX JOMa U Me4Tarb He MOL. TyT Haxo-
JUTCS MUP Marv.

— Maruu? — cripocun Boiic ¢ OTTeHKOM HeJOBepHs B royioce.

— Jnsa Hac, Aa, — kuBHyn Tankpen. — IloToMy 4TO MBI 3HaeM Jullb
4acTh 3aKOHOB, MO3BOJISIOLUIUX TBOPHUTH Takoe. Eciiu Obl MBI 3HATIH BCE
9TH 3aKOHBI, TO 3TO CTano Obl HayKko#, a He Marueil. I MHOromMy TyT
Hayuuics... Jlymaro, cyliecTByeT MHOro MUpoB. M y kaxaoro cBou 3a-
KOHBI. YTO BO3MOXXHO B OTHUX, HEBO3MOXKHO B Ipyrux. Ho MoxeT 6bITh
TaK, YTO Mbl HaXOAMMCS B LIEHTPAJIbHOM MHpE, B KOTOPOM CJIUBAIOTCS
OCTaJIbHbIE MUPBIL, Ie 00bEMHEHbI 3HaHUsl MHOXXECTBA MUPOB, [I€ HET
BPEMEHH U TJle MOXKET ABUIaThCSA CaMO NPOCTPaHCTBO. [loToMy 4TO MbI
MaJio 3HaeM 00 3TOH 4y»OH, CTpaHHOI Hayke, KOTOPYIO Mbl Ha3bIBaeM. ..
KOJIZIOBCTBOM.

BOMC KMBHYJIL. On nousn Tankpena. Jlaxe Ha 3emie B pasHbIX
MeCTax 3aKOHbI JEMCTBYIOT MO-pa3HOMY — €CJIM He 3Haellb NepBOIpU-
yyHy. Ha ypoBHe Mopsl BoJja KUIIUT NMpY OAHOW TeMMeparype, a B ro-
pax — npu Jpyroii. Pe3uHa noxarnuBa npy HOPMaJbHBIX YCJIOBUSAX, HO
CTAHOBUTCA >KECTKOW MPU MUHYCOBOW Temneparype M TaeT B JlonuHe
Cwmepru. Ecnu 3Haeus usnueckue 3aKOHBI, BbI3bIBAalOLLME (eHOMEH,
TO Ha3bIBaellb ATO HAYKOIl.

A ecly HET — 3TO CTAHOBUTCS Maruei!

— BeI mocTpousu 3aMok, — ckasan boiic. — A yTo ObUTO MOTOM?

— ITocne Toro, Kak Mbl 3aKOHYMJIM, — KPACHOPEUYHMBO NOXaJ Iie4amMu
TaHkpen, — OAHaXAbl YTPOM Mbl NPOCHYJUCh U YBHUIENHU, 4YTO ajnoe
3HaMs pa3BeBacTcd Hal Hauiel riaBHOW OauiHeil. B Hem 3akioueHa
Marus, HO s He 3Halo, Kak ¢ Heil 60poTbcs. B HEKOTOpOM cMbIciie, OHa,
BO3MOXKHO, 3alllyluaeT Hac. Tpoe yenoBek, NbITaBUIMXCS CHATb 3Hams,
JIMIIUINCE XKU3HU. Ero KpacHbil 1BET, BEpOSITHO, O0YCIIOB/IEH KPOBBIO
T€X, KTO MbITAJICS CHATb €r0 B NPOUIIOM. Mbl Tak M He y3Hallu, 4bs CHJIa
rmocJiaja Hac crofa. Mar 4epHOro 3aMka — eLie oJjHa 3arajika Cpeu MHO-
JKeCTBa TallH HalMX xu3Hed. U no Gonblueit yacTu Haliu JIFOAU nepe-
CTaJI 3a7aBaTh BONPOCHL. 31€Ch HET HU JHS, HU HOUYM, XOTSl Mbl CYUTaEM
Yyackl ¥ AHY, 1 Ha3bIBA€M HOUYBIO TO BpeMmsl, koraa cniuM. Ho camo Bpems
CTOUT Ha MecTe. HeT BO3BMOXXHOCTH OOBSICHHTE 3TO TeOE, BMECTE C TEM,
KaK Mbl CYMTAEM Yachl U JHHU, HO MPU ITOM HE 3aMeyaeM NpoJieTaro-
uue rogsl. Heuto B BO3yxe CTHpaeT NaMsTh, KOr/a MbITaellbCs OHATh
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BpeMs TaKMM, KaKUM 3HaJ ero KOria-To JaBHO. DTO BEUHOE HACTosALIEe.
Mbi He cTapeeM. He ymupaeM ot crapocTu Wi 6osie3Hei. '

Tankpen ryOoko B3HOXHYN W mepectan Jeprarb cebs 3a Oopony.
YepHrie M1a3a CJIOBHO MOKPBUIUCH HEMPOHULIAEMOM MIEHKOM.

— JlomkHbBI OBITH CIOCOOBI MONaAaTh U MOKUIATH 3TOT MHUp, — 3aMe-
tun boiic. — 5 xe kak-to okazaics TYT. U Bbl roBopHTe, s He NepBbii.
3HaYUT, KTO-TO KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM BeIOpaics OTCIOa U MpUILe] B MOH
MHpP U MO€ BpeMs.

— Jla, Takue cnocoObl CyLUECTBYIOT, — KUBHYN TaHnkpen. — [locne Toro,
KaK MbI MPOOBUTH TYT — HE 3HAI0, KaK JOJITO — U IOCJIE TOro, Kak KO MHE
NpHILTa MYyIPOCTb, i OOHAPYXKWII MyTh HapyXy. Eciu Obl 5 y3Han o6
9TOM paHblie, To, BO3MOXHO, cnac 0bl Hac. Ho s ono3gan. JIpoe Hawuux
napHei NoLuId TyJla, HECMOTPS Ha MOY MpeNyNpeXk/ICHUs, U, KOTAa OHU
NPOLLUTY Yepes3 BpaTa, TO IPEBPaTHIKCH B NbUTb. Bee 3TH roab! npouuiu
IUI HAX B MTHOBEHUE OKa, U OHU MPEBPATHIIUCh B TO, Ye€M CTalu Obl B
HallleM MHpe, eclii Obl IPOLIO CTOJBKO Ke JieT. Tak Mbl MOHSIH, YTO
HaM OTcrozia He BblOparbesi. Tebe, BO3MOXKHO, YAACTCs BEPHYThCS, €CIU
He npoxaellb cnuikom gonro. Ho, nymato, rebe mMano 4eM 310 MOMo-
xeT. TBos npobnema 3aech, Yuneam boiic. U MMeHHO TyT ThI AOMKEH
peLuTh ee.

Boiic 3acHyn. UTo-To B ero pasyme npukasano eMy 3aCHyThb U He ClTy-
math paccka3 mara. OH Bce ele ObU1 OueHb ¢J1ad U OBICTPO MOrpy3uics
B cOoH. M kak yenoBek MoxeT OOpOThCS MPUKA3aMU, WAYILMMH U3 LieH-
Tpa co3HaHus?

Ero pa30yaunu kakue-To rosoca.

— IMwn... mo boiic cnut, — cka3an Tankpen. — I'oBopu tuxo. — B
OTBETE OH Yy3HaJl XpUIJiblii WwenoT cupa ['nnneama v npoaokan Hernox-
BIDKHO JIEXKATh, MbITAACh PELINUTD, AOJDKEH JIU OH JaTh UM MOHSTH, YTO
HE CIMT.

— M'mnneam, Tol Oe3paccyqHbIi rmynern, — ckasan TaHkpen, cyas 1o
BCEMY, BCE ellle CUAAIMNA Ha MOAOKOHHMKE. — Thl 3Haellb, YTO 3TOTO
HEJb3A AeNaTh.

— 51 penato, yto xouy, — npopsiyan ['mineam. — Ecnu nnan cpabotaer,
BO3MOXHO, MBI BCE CrlaceMcsl. A €CJii HeT — TO MOIUIavycCh 3a 3TO 5 OJIUH.

— Bo3MoxHO, 1 He oauH. Tbl HE MOAYMaN O TOM, YTO MOXeELlb Bep-
HYTBbCS K HaMm, kak Xbto e Manno? OTkyna Thl 3Haelllb, YTO OHM C TO-
0ot caenatot, eciu noitMatoT B ['opone?

— ToBopro Tebe, TaHkpen, s 3HaIO, 4TO Aesaw. ITo OyAeT yxe He
nepsblit Moii noxon B ['opoa. Tenepb y MeHs ecTh TaM Apy3bia. Te, KTO
3HAIOT MEHs — WM AyMaloT, YTO 3HAIOT, — M0 APYruM uMeHeM. [lepe-
Oexcunk u3 Kepaka — HacTosas Haxozka Ajs wnioHoB [opona. OHu ¢
PanoCThIO MOKYMAIOT HHPOPMALIUIO U YMOJSIOT BBIATh UM Oonbiue. Thl
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e 3Haellb, 4TO § TaM jenaro, Tankpes. PaHblie Thl HUKOTZAA HE TOBO-
pun «HeT». [Touemy rosopuius ceituac? Ilocne npouciectBust ¢ Xbio,
MHe ellle CHJIbHEee 3aX0TeN0Ch NMonpoOoBaTh CAENaTh 3TO.

— U3-3a Xb1o, Apyr MoM. S TIOHAJ, HACKOJIBKO OHU CWIIBHBI. HUKoraa
IpexJe UX LINHOHBI TaK CUIBHO He MOXOMMIM Ha Hac. Kak MBI cMoxkem
Tebe 1oBepsATh, [ unneam, eciu Tbl, paBaa, BEpHELLbLCs?

—V Bac ectb Opakyin, — Xpumio oteeTun ['unneam.

TaHkpen noMosyan napy ceKyHa. A Koraa CHOBa 3aroBOpHJI, €ro ro-
JIOC CTaj TUXUM, U boiicy nokasanoch, UTO B HEM ClibllIaach nevyalb.

— Ha, — ckazan oH. — [la... y Hac ecTb Opakyn.

— Hy u otnnuno. He BuXy npu4uH TaHyTh Aanbuie. JIBa nanaaeHus
u3 ['opofa 3a Takoe KOPOTKOE BPeMsi, BEPOSITHO, O3HAYAIOT, YTO OHU XO-
TAT aTakoBaTh Hac BceMu cujiamu. [oBopro Tebe, HYy)KHO HayYUTbCA Y
HHX KaK MOXHO OoJiblieMy, BHE 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT LieHbl. Ecnu g xouy
PUCKHYTb CBOEH XU3HBIO, HUKTO B Kepake He MOXKET MHE 3alpeTUTh 3TO
caenatb. Hukto, naxe Tol!

— TelI pucKyelllb He TONBKO CBOEH XHU3HbIO, [Wiuleam, — 3aMeTH
Tankpen.

B otseT ['usieaM TONBKO BIPKHYIL.

— Jlagno. — l'onoc Tankpena 6bu1 CHOKOHHBIM. — Thl TYT [1aBHBIA.

Pa3znanuch Tsokenble ward. JBepb oTkpbuLlach W 3akpbuiach. Jlexa
C 3aKpHITBIMH IMa3amy, bolic ycnbiwan, kak TaHkpen B3goxHya. OH
XOTeJN KO€ O YeM €ro COpOCUTh, HO, Ka3aloCh, ceiiyac He COBCEM MoJ-
xopsamuit MmomeHT. Ero nHTepecoBano, oTkyja B3sulack 3Ta OnenHas,
Kak JieJ], IeByLIKa, KOTOPYIO KPECTOHOCLbI Ha3biBaiu OpakysioM, 1 Mo-
yeMy TaHkpea TOBOPMJI C Heil ¢ Takoi HEXHOCTBIO M TPYCTWII IIPU ee
YIIOMUHAHUH.

IJIABA V1. 3aknunanue cna

B 3AMKE KEPAK Bpems ctosno Ha mecte. Ho okpy»xaroLiee npo-
CTPaHCTBO NOTHXOHBKY ABHranoch. Temeps boiic moHsn, mouemy emy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 32 OKHOM BCe MeljieHHO mbiBeT. Jlaxe cam [opon, kak
o0bsacHUN TaHKpen, nonajg B JOJUHY M3 KaKOW-TO AANEKOH TyMaHHOI
3emiu. Co BpeMEHEM — HeT, C XO[IOM NTPOCTPAHCTBA, @ HE BPEMEHH — OH
YIUTBIBET Aajblie, U 006e KpenocTu no3abyayT apyr o Apyre.

Ho noka, kak Bpaxeckue Kopabiu, BCTPETHBIINECS B HEUTPAILHBIX
BOZIaX, OHM HaXOAUJIUCh B COCTOSHUM 0051, ¥ TOJbKO YHUYTOXKEHHIO O]~
HOI'O U3 HUX — WU cpa3y 00OUX — UM YBeJIMUeHHe PacCTOsSHUSA, pas/ie-
JIAIOIIET0 UX, MOXET NOJOXKUTb KOHEL|, 3TOMY KOHQUIUKTY.

Innneam yuren. boiic HOHSIT 3TO TOMLKO MOTOMY, UTO OOJIBILE HE CITbI-
Iaj caMoZOBOJIBHOTO 6aca BO BpeMsl 03 OPOBUTENBHBIX NMPOTYJIOK MO

38



3aMKy. HUKTO He oTBe4as eMy, KOra OH CHpalluBal, KyJa Aejcs ero
te3ka. [ondpu Toxe ucues. axe TaHkpen yxe He XOXUI MO KOPUIAOPaM
Y IPOBOAWI OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh BPEMEHHU, 3anepluuch y cebs B 6atHe u 3a-
HUMAasiCh COOCTBEHHBIMY ceKkpeTaMu. Hu oqHa KeHIIHA, HY OMH MYX-
YMHa, 33 UCKJIIoueHneM camoro TaHkpena, He 3HAJIM, YTO HAXOAUTCS 32
JIBEPBIO B 3Ty OalLHIO.

— ¥V Hero tam 0acceiiH, — npouenTtana eMy oJ{Ha U3 JXEHIUH 3aMKa,
KOTZIa OH MeX/y Ae/IOM YIIOMSHYJ ITpo koMHary TaHkpena. — Hukro He
3HAET, KaK, HO OH UCMOoJb3yeT 6acceiiH B Maruu. Y roBopsrt, 4Tto y Hero
TaM 3epKaja, MOKa3hIBAIOILKE YEIOBEKY ero coOCcTBeHHbIe MbIchu. U3
KOMHATh! JOHOCSATCS YbU-TO I'OJIOCA, XOTS Mbl 3Ha€M, YTO OH TaM OJMH,
a MHOIZA CNajKoe IeHUe, NOoXOKee Ha roysoca aHrenoB. M omHaxab
CTpaHHOEe HeOOJIBIOE CO3/1aHKe APKO-30JI0THCTOTO 1IBETA C OKpYXKako-
UM €ro roiyObiM rajo NpOLIMBIFHYNIO Yepe3 OTKPBITYIO ABEPb U MO-
Oexxano BHU3 1o cryneHbkam. [loiiMaBLiuii ero ManbsuMk oOxer o rajgo
PYKH.

Bojic NoHATHS He HMe, CKOJbKO NPOLIO BpEMEHH A0 yTpa TUIIMHBIL.
Bb110 OYeHb CTPAaHHO, YTO B 3TOM CEPOM MUPE HE MOJy4anoch U3MEPUTH
BpeMs. MOXHO ObUIO CYMTATh Yachkl M BCE PAaBHO HE YAABAJNOCh OTMe-
PUTB HEeNIO WK JiBe. BpeMsi ObLI10 CIUIIKOM CKOJIb3KUM JUIs pasyma.

Ho omunm yTpom — xotd B Kepake He cCyliecTBOBaJO HH yTpa, HH
Beuepa — boiic npocHyncs U 0CO3HaN, YTO BOKPYT CTOUT IyOoKas TH-
wHa. OH cel Ha KpoBaTy ¢ OaiiaxMHOM M paCTEPSHHO NPUCIYLIANCS,
CTpaHHbIM 00pa3oM MOHsAB, YTO pa3byausia ero MMEHHO 3Ta THMILMHA.
TyuHa H... OLLyLICHHE AAaBJICHNS B BO3AYyXE.

Boiic 6picTpo oaencs ¥ nobexan Mo BUHTOBOI JIECTHULIE B [JIaBHBII
3aj]1 3aMKa, e B 3TOT 4ac OOBIYHO BO3ABUTAHCH CTONBI, U OOUTaTENH
KperocTH LIyMHO 3aBTPaKaJiu.

B 3ane, nelicTBUTENbHO, ObUIM MYXKYUHbI U XKEHLUUHbI, HO OHU He
urymeny. OHY TUXO NeXali U Benu cebs, kak MapUOHETKH, GpoLIeHHbIe
nocpeny MpejcTaBleHHs, MOCTe TOro, kak KyKJIOBOA HE CIpaBHIICA C
3anaueii. HexoTopble Jiexkanu Ha KyuaX JpoB, IPUHECEHHBIX JJI OIPOM-
HOTO OTHA, KOTOPBIit yke JoJixkeH ObUT peBeTh B KAMHHE BMECTO TOTO,
9T00BI YHBLIO TJIETh B HEM.

Jpyrue nexanu psanaoM ¢ pazOUTbIMU TapejkaMd U PacChlaHHOM
enoif. Cobaku, BBITAHYBIINCH, THXO CMIAM Ha TPOCTHHUKE. ScTpeOsl B
KalOLIOHAX U3 NepbeB CUAENIM Ha XepasiX, UAYUIHUX BAOJb CTEHBI, He-
[OABIKHBIE, CJIOBHO KAMEHHbIE U3BAsHUSL.

Boiic pacTepsHHO OMMIAAEN MOTYANUBBIH 3aJ1. HUyero He mieBenunoch
— U, TEM HE MeHee, eMy MO0Ka3anoch, 4TO IBUTaJICs caM Bo3ayX. byaro
MMMO HEro XOJuJI1 HEBUMMBIE JIIO/H, 3a/IeBasi ero Ijie4aMy, He HIMero-
LIMMM BeCa, Kak ¥ BO3YX, KOTOpBIi OHU nMepeMemany. Y B 3aMke BUTAT
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CTpaHHBIN, CIAIKUNA, OCTPHIN 3anax — €1Ba 3aMETHbBIA U He MOXOXKUN Ha
HH YTO JpyTroe.

— Marus, — npoiwenran boiic cebe non Hoc 6e3 BCsAKO# Ha TO MpH-
YUHBL — 3anax Maruu!

EMy He Hy>kHa ObUTa MPUYMHA TaK JyMaTh. JTa MBICITH IPUIILIA €MY B
roJioBy, Oy/ATO He3BaHbIii TOCTh, U OH 3HaJl, YTO HE OLINOCs.

Jlronu B 3ane He ymepnu. Onu cnanu. C tpesoroii boiic men yepes
HHX, TpsCA COSALUMX 3a IUIeYM U BBIKpUKMBas MX UMeHa. Hukto He mo-
weBenwics. OH Jaxe MIIeCHYJ XOJOAHOM BOAOH B IMUO AeBULE, Pa3HO-
csuleil ey U HalUTKH, ¥ TeNepb pa3BaJIMBLICHCS PSIZAOM C KyBLUWHOM.
OHna Jlaxke He B3JOXHYJa. OTO ObUT Maru4eckuil CoH, U, HaKOHell, MOHSLI
Boiic, HU4YTO, KPOME CUJIbI TOIO, KTO HAJIOXKUJI 3TO 3aKJIMHAHUE, He TIPO-
OynuT >KuTesIel 3aMKa OT Maru4eckoro cHa, B MTyOHMHaxX KOTOPOro OHH
OKa3aJIuCh.

TpeBora Boiica HapacTana mo mMepe TOro, kak OH NpoaoKal 00Xo-
JIUTh MOTPY3UBLLIHICS B TULIMHY 3aMOK, HE Haxolisd HU eHoro 6op-
CTBYIOLLErO CyLIECTBA: HU MYXXYMHBI, HU >KEHIUMHBbI, HU HBOTHOTO.
Toabko cam bolic xonun u He cnajn. ITo camo no cebe oueHb nyrano. Bo
BCEM, YTO CJIyYUJIOCh C HUM C TeX MOP, KaK OH MPOLiIeSI Yepe3 XpycTallb-
HO€ OKHO W ycnblman cMex OXOTHHUKA, TOUHO Oblil Kakoi-TO MpayHbId
cMmbici. Het — ewe panbuie. C Hayana noTepsiHHOro roja.

Ha nmpoTsbxeHuu Bcero 3Toro BpeMeHH, ouyBCTBoOBa Tenepsb boiic,
OH HEYMOJIMMO JABHUIaCs 11O MyTH, IpeJHaYEepTaHHOM €My KaKMM-TO He-
BUAMMBIM [U1AHUPOBILUMKOM. C HUM He C/1yyanoch HUYEro, 4YTo He Npu-
6mmpKano ObI ero K Toil HeOOBACHUMO Ba)KHOM LienH, AJI KOTOpPOit OH
ObL1 peiHa3HaYeH.

U cezo0ns, nogyman boiic, 2 docmue noeozo smana. Ce200H: 51 00uH
He NOZPY3UiCcs 6 COH, Ymodbl UCNOHUMb 800 KO20-mo dpyeoco. [1oka
OH 3Tax< 3a 3TaxoM oObickuBasn 0e3MOJIBHOE 37aHue, Bo3ayX Oecrnpe-
CTaHHO LuesiecTes NPH NPOXOJi€ HEBUAUMBIX JTHOJIEH.

TaHkpena, HaxoAMBLIErocs B caMoil BbICOkoi OawuHe, Boiic He mpo-
Bepsu1 A0 camoro koHla. Hacuer mara oH Obln He yBepeH. B 3Toit Ma-
rMYeCKOl KOMHaTe, HaBepHsAKa ObUT 3aILMTHBIN SKpaH, OXpaHsBLUMiT ca-
MOro MyApOTro YejioBeKa B 3aMKe OT HamajeHus u3 [opona.

BOMC IMOJAHUMAUJICSI Bce BbllIe W BBILIE MO JIECTHUIAM CIIsl-
LEero 3aMKa.

Cnawas kpacasuya, — nogymai oH. — Cnawas Kpacasuya 6 3aKonoo-
BAHHOM 3aMKe — KAK-MO MAak, HagepHoe, Ha3bl8Aemcsi Mo 3aKNUHAHUE.
HumepecHo... 803MO4CHO, Makoll 3aMOK OeUCMEUMENbHO CYU ecmeo-
san. Moowcem, ciodcemul Opy2ux cmapulx CKA30K mMod#ce 603HUKNU HE HA
nycmom mecme. Cnawasn kpacasuya...
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bolic ocraHoBuIICA Ha CTyNeHbKax. [[o 3Toro MoMeHTa, eMy He Mpu-
XOIWJIO B IOJIOBY, KTO B 3TOM 3aMKe CIIMT No-HacToseMy. bonpcTBoBan
Kepak unu cnan, uiay Haxoauiics Noj BceoObEeMITIOLLMM 3aKIMHAHUEM,
Opaxyn TOYHO CTOsiIa Ha CBOEM MecCTe, 3anepTas B yAUBHTENbHON Or-
HEHHO KJIETKE.

Tankpen Huyero He pacckasbiBai boiicy o Hell. A octanbHble 0OuTa-
TENU 3aMKa CIMIIKOM TpeneTand MpU YNOMHHAHWU O MPaMOpPHOM Jie-
BYIIKE, YTOObI MTOJIEANUTLCS TEM HEMHOTMM, YTO UM ObUTO N3BECTHO.

B mobom cnyuae, noneimaioce, pewnn boiic. — Iloudy «k weii u
cnpouiy. ..

Kazanocs, 4To B ero pasyme CHOBa OXHJI MaJIEHbKHUIi, CBEpHYBLIMICS
KONbLOM, oxpaHHHK. C1abocTh He Japana eMy Ciyluarh TO, YTO ['OBO-
pun TaHkpen, korga 3To Kacajloch ONpefieleHHbIX Belel. Heumo He
J)enano no3BonuTh bolicy norosoputs ¢ Opakysom.

Ho Ha a3tOoT pa3 oH Oyaer cpaxarbci. Ha 3ToT pa3s oH He cpacTes.
Iloka oH mogHUMAICS MO JIECTHULE, €ro0 PyKH U HOTU OXBaTHJIa CMep-
TeNlbHast yCTaloCTh, HO OH CTUCHYJ 3yObl U YIIOPHO NMPOAOJKAT UATH.

Te1, nogymain oH, kem Obl met Hu Obll — Ha smom pas mebe npudemcs
bumucs co MHOU.

Bbu10 1 OHO Ge3bIMSHHBIM, O6ec(OPMEHHBIM CYLUECTBOM, [IBUIaB-
LIMM €ro, Kak MellKy Ha LIaxMaTHOW J0CKe Ha MPOTAXKEHUH BCEro 3a-
OBITOrO rofja ¥ HeCUETHBIX JHEH, IPOBEIEHHBIX B 3TOM Mupe? Heyxenu
9TOT LIAXMATHBI HIPOK MOCTPOUII KPENOCTh MPSMO B LIEHTPE CO3HAHUSA
Boiica?

— Ecnu na, — cMmeno noobewwasn oH, — Tenepb y Tebs OyayT co MHOH
npobnembl.

CnabocTb, CJIOBHO cMepTh, NoBUcia y boiica Ha medax. Teneps oH
ybenuics, 4To NpearoNioxus npaBuwibHO. Ero ocraBuiin 60ApcTBOBATH
€ KaKkoH-TO Lenblo, B TO BpeMs kak Becb Kepak morpysunu B cos. Ho,
€CJI OH cobUpancs cpaxarbCs, TO TOTA TOXKE JOJDKEH Crarh, oka Bpar
HE COBEPILUT 3J10, KOTOPOE 3alIaHMpOBaJl.

Opnako boiic He cobupancs cnars. JlecTHULA O] €r0 COThIKAKOLLU-
MHUCS HOraMH CTalla CKJIIOHOM KpyTo# ropel. B ero pasyme Bcruibuiy 06-
pbIBKM CHOB. HO MpauHo, 1iar 3a 11aroM, ero Horu Tauyay Kayaroeecs
Teno. Y, HakoHel, nocjie HEKOTOPOro BpeMeHH, ellle Ooiee TeKyuero,
YeM TO, YTO CYHTAIOCh HOPMAJBHBIM B 3TOM IUIABAIOLEM MHpE, CTY-
NEeHbKH 3aKOHYUIIUCD.

Boiic oka3zancs B 3ane Opakyna. U tam, Baaneke, Bucenu ¢puonero-
Bble MOPTHEPHI, pacLIUThIE cepeOpIHbIMU HUTAMH. Jlaneko, oueHb Ja-
JIeKo, B 0ECKOHEYHOM KOPHJIOpe, PACTBOPSAIOLIEMCS Mepe]] HUM. ..

OH He MOMHMJ, Kak mpoluen no 3any. [IoHan Toapko, YyTo ero ymps-
Moe TeNo, TOHKHO ObITh, MPOJOKAIIO HECTH KPY KallyOCs rOJIOBY BIle-
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pell, HO OH He 3Hall, YTO MPOUCXOAMIIO 3a 3TO BpeMsi. B koHIIe KOHIIOB,
Boiic oco3Han, YyTo ero BHITAHYTOH PYKH KOCHYJIOCH YTO-TO MSATKOE H
BBIBEJIO €ro U3 0eCroKOMHOro KoluMapa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH NOHSJ, YTO, HAKOHEL], CHOBa CTal CaMUM COOOi.
Pe3ko 1 fiCHO, MUpYy BepHYJiach YETKOCTh, U bolic nmpocHycs elne pas.
3aMoK Bce ele ObLT HAaloJHeH CHOM M 3alaxoM Maruy, a BO3ayX TO M
JIeNI0 KPY>KUJICs, KOrAa MUMO MPOHOCWINCH HeBUIMMBIE cyuiecTBa. Ho
Boiic, B kOHIIE KOHIIOB, OKa3aJICsl CaMbIM, YTO HU Ha €CTh, )XUBBIM.

OH yBEpEHHO BbITAHYJI PyKY U OTOABUHYJ NOPTHEPY.

Tam cTosna orHeHHas KJIeTKa, )KHBas, THXO JKYy>XOoKalas cama 1o cede
— U BHYTPU HaxoAuiach MpamopHas jAeBylika. bolic coBceM He ymu-
BHJICA, Haiias ee TaM. OHa Ka3anach €My TakKoil )k€ HeNOABUMKHOM, Kak
cTarys B Kakoi-HUOYIb HUIIIE, U OH HE MOCYMTAJl CTPAHHBIM TO, YTO HA
NepBbId B3MISAA, ¢ TEX MOp, KAk Bpar Hamajn Ha oburareneii Kepaka B
3TOM caMoM 3ane, Opaky He MouieBeaniach, He caefana HU eUMHOro
B3/10Xa U He MPOM3HECHa HU CJIOBa.

Tenepb, cHOBa B NPUCYTCTBUM Bpara, B 3ajie, HallOJIHEHHOM 4YYXOii
Mmarueil, boiic THXO cTOsL, TAXKeNno Ablllan 1 Xaajl.

Kazanoch, 3T0 Anuiochk JOBONBHO A0Jro. MpaMopHas JAeByllKa
cTosNa JIMLIOM K HEMY, COMKHYB PYKU nepen coboii, a CHexHo-0enbie
BOJIOCHI M TaKas XX€ MaHTUs HUCMAJaNU HEeU3MEHHbIMU JMHUAMU K ee
HoraM. bolic Ha MrHOBEHUWE OLYTUJ MOYTH HEMPEOJOIMMOE XKeJlaHue
MPOTSHYTb PYKY U NPUKOCHYTHCS K MaHTHH, COEJUHEHHBbIM JIaJOHAM,
4yTOObl y3HaTh, JeiicTBUTENLHO U Opakyn U ee MaHTHs CAeJaHbl U3
MpamMopa, CTaTys 3TO, CKYJBITypa M3 IMOJNY>XHBOIO BOCKA, MJIM >KEH-
IMHA, HEBEPOATHBIM 00pa30M JMLIEHHAS KU3HU?

Boiic He mocmen. OH MPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha 3aKPBIThIE T1a3a U COMKHY-
Thie ryOBI, ABJSAIOIIUMICS JIMHIEH uaeanbHol, 0e3ynpeuHol KpacoThl,
TaKoM ke HeUeJIOBeUeCKOii, Kak ¥ caMO KaMEHHOe U3BasHUe. A 3aTeM OH
YBHIEJN, KaK I'yObl €/1Ba 3aMETHO LIEBENbHYITUCS.

— Yro THl XOYellb y3HaTh Y MEHA? — CIPOCHJI YUCTBIN, XOJNIOIHBIMH,
JlaJIeKuii roJoc.

U Ha cexkyHAay, ycibIlIaB 3TH CJIOBA, OH MOpa3uiiCcs HEBEPOSTHOMY
OJUHOYECTBY, B KOTOPOM OKa3aJiCs, TaK, KaK ellle He Mopaxascs [0
atoro. [TorpeGoBancs nensHoil roaoc, ucxonauid U3 Ge3KU3HEHHbIX
ry6, 4ToOBbl Jydlle Bcero HarmoMHUTH Bolicy o TOM, 4To OH ocTtascs
€IJMHCTBEHHBIM >XMBBIM, HE COALIMM uenoBekoM B Kepake — ecnu He
cyuTath TaHKpeaa, HaXOAALIErocs HEN3BECTHO B KAKOM COCTOSIHUU.

B oxpyxaroiieM BO3Ayxe BUTana BpaxaeOHas Marus. 3amok crTaj
OTpPOMHOI1 yailell, HaoJHEHHO! CHOM, IpOOHULIEH ANl MOTYMEPTBBIX
obutareneil Kepaka, uby KM3HMU 3aBUCENH OT MHJIOCTHU 3araJlo4YHOro
['opona. Tonbko Bolic 6bUT )XUBBIM U HECTSIIMM, M BCE €ro HaeX/Ibl
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Jiep>Kajich Ha MPaMOPHOM CO3JJaHUH, KOTOPOE He CHao, HO U He Ob1I1o
JKMBBIM.

— Ckaxku MHe, 4To czienarb, 4yTobsl cnactu Kepak, — nonpocun boiic
HEYBEPEHHbIM I'OJIOCOM.

ECJIM OPAKYJI u ycnplliana ero, To He nojgaina suny. HenssectHo,
TI0YeMY OH MPEANOJIOKUI, YTO OHA 3HAET O NMPOUCXOJAILEM BOKPYT; H
el He HyXHO 0ObIyHOe 3peHue, YToObl MpaMOpHas rojnoBa y3Hajla o0
OMacHOCTH, B KOTOpo#i oka3zancs Kepak. boiic He MOr NOHATb, 6bLIO 11
Opakyity 1o 3Toro kakoe-HHUOyAb AeJo.

B TuLIMHE, SO Ha OMyLIEHHBIE BeKU, bolicy nokasanock, 4To BO3-
JlyX HEMHOTO 3a/IpoXKa B KakoM-TO puTMe. ITo ObLio cnabeimei mysnb-
cauueii, HO ero 4yBCTBa HaNpsAraJluCb, KAK HUKOTZA Mpexae, U OH Obul
[IOYTH YBEPEH B TOM, YTO OLLYTHIIL.

3arem 3aroBopusia Opakyi.

— Venelb MEHs, — CKasajia OHa YE€TKUM, 6e3pa3nnqm>1M rojoCcoM. —
Yenbiub MeHs. B Kepak kto-To uzer.

Tenepb Boiic 6bin1 yBepeH B 3ToM. MOLIHbIHA pa3MepeHHbl pUTM He
NpeKpaLiaics, U BO3AyX COAPOralcs B OTBET. 3HAYUT, KTO-TO BCE TaKU
ocrascs xkuB. Tot, kT0... kTo HaaBuraics Ha Kepak? [Tockonbky putMm
MOXOAUJ Ha TOMOT TSDKEJIBIX HOT, HETOPONNMBBIX, 6€3XanocTHO NMpu-
ONMKAOLIMX C KOKAbIM HOBBIM CTYKOM.

— Wper onuH yenosek, — ckazana Opakyi. — BMecre ¢ HUM uaeT u Ma-
rus. OH — TOT, KTO AOJDKEH YMepeTh, nHaue Kepak nazetr. — OHa 3aMor-
yasa, a moToM JobaBuia C JIeAsSHbIM Ge3paznuyuem. — HesoBeka 30BYyT
I'nnneam mro Boliic.

JBepsb B kenbto TaHkpesaa Oblna ycesHa jxene3HbIMH 3Be3naMu. boiic
OCTAHOBWJICS Nepes Heii, MOAHAB pyKy, YToObl NOCTY4aTh, U MpHUCIY-
ajucs K THKEIOMY CTYKY, [TOXOXKEMY Ha I'pOM B BO3[yXe, OT3bIBaIO-
LIMICS 9XOM B OCTYTNHU Y€JOBEKa, HAMEPEBAIOIEroCs YyHHYTOXHUTH Ke-
pak. Boiic Bce elie He MOT MOBEPHTH B TO, YTO ckasana Opakyin.

CrpaHHas, CIIOHTaHHas HEHaBUCTb K [Wneamy 3actaBuiia ero mne-
pecTarb JOBEPATh CBOUM OLLYLIEHUAM. MbIcib 00 youiicTBe I'unieama
— €cJI1 3TO BoOOLIEe BO3MOXXHO — OKasanach OmMmacHoO BosHyroweit. Ho
Beab ['wrteaM yuien, yToObl PUCKHYTh COOCTBEHHOH >KU3HBIO BO MMs
Kepaka, ['unneam 6b11 nopaom Kepaxa.

Korzna Boiic noctyuan KoCTALIKaMH ManbLEB 110 BEPH, yKPALLEHHOH
3Be3JlaMH, pazgaics yJKui 3ByK, IPOKAaTUBLIMIACA MO 31y 3a HUM. OT-
BeTa He nocnenoBaio. OH NOCTyyas CHOBA U CTaJl #AaTh, I0Ka Npuobiu-
xarouuecs mark — ['unneama? — coTpscaty BO3IyX BO BCEM CHSILEM
Kepake.
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3areM Boiic nognsn 3amenky neepu TaHkpena M MeAsIeHHO OTKPBLT
ee.

Korga nBepb pacnaxHynach, MUMO HEro MpOJIETEN 3aBUTOK pPO30-
Baroro aniMa. ITaxyio nseramu. OTorHas JapIM OT Juia, boiic ornsagen
KOMHATy, B KOTOpOi He ObiBajl HUKTO, kpoMe TaHkpena, ¢ Tex nop, Kak
CTPOUTENIM 3aKOHYMJIM €e... LIeCTbCOT JeT Ha3aa? Yac, neHb, Bek — B
Kepake Bpemsi He UMeJIO 3HaYEHUS.

DTa KOMHara OblJla MaruyecKkoi, HO ee Marus He craclia 4eJioBeKa,
JieXKalero Ha HU3KOM CTOJIe, MOJI0KUB PYKY MOJ1 rojloBy, [oka ero 6o-
poza cBucasa ¢ pe3Horo kpas crona. TaHkpea cnan BMecTe co BceM Ke-
paxoM. Ha packpalleHHO# TOBEpXHOCTH CTOJIa Niepe]] HUM CTOsIO dep-
Hoe 0110110, Ha KOTOPOM MeJUIeHHO Tiejla Kyuka cepedpucToro mnernina,
UCIyCKaloulas [BETOUHBIM JbIM, CIOSMH BHTAOIIMKA B Bo3ayxe. J[piM
PUTMHYHO COAPOTAJICS B TAKT NPUOIMKAIOLIMMCS [1araM TOro, KTo Liej
k Kepaky.

— Tankpen! — 6e30 Bcsikoid Hagex bl Npokpuyan boiic. — Tankpen!

K ero yauBnenuto, nexaiyas Ha pyke rojoBa HEMHOIO IMOLIEBEH-
nack. O4yeHb MeJUIeHHO, ¢ OeCKOHEYHbIMU YCUIUAMU, OoblIMe MUIedH
pacnpaBUIMCh, 1 Mar 4yTh NMEPEMECTHJ FOJIOBY HAOOK M MPOCTOHAJI.

Boiic oco3Has, 4TO CTOUT Ha KOJIEHAX PSIOM C HU3KUM CTOJIOM U Tpsi-
ceT Tankpeza 3a neyo.

— ToI caplUMIIBG MeHSA? — HACTOHYMBO CTIPOCKIT OH. — TaHKpe., Thl He
Crulb?

Mar He 6oapcrBoBan. Ho u He coBcem cnain. Kakum-to o6pasom, 3a
napy ceKkyHJ A0 puxoaa Maruu u 3axeara Kepaka, Tankpen cymen npo-
U3HECTH KaKOe-TO 3alUTHOE 3aKjMHaHhe, YACTUYHO HUBENUPOBABLIEE
st dext cHa. BoamoxxHo, mogymMan boiic, 0HO ObII0 CBA3aHO € TICIOLIMM
METUIOM, HarlOJTHUBUIMM KOMHATy o0iaukamMu po30BaToro JbiMa U apo-
MaroM LiBETOB.

— Tankpen! — nosropun botic. — Tei cnblmuunimb MeHs?

Ha sToT pa3 TaHkpen NpUOTKpbLUT BEKH, U €ro YepHbIE I1a3a MoCMo-
Tpenu Ha muuo boiica ckBo3b mieHKy cHa. Buirnsaeno Tak, Oyaro mar
B3MVISAHYJT Ha HEero yepes3 3aHaBec, KOTOPbIHA OH, Oyayuu, )KHUBBIM, 60/1p-
CTBYIOLIIUM M HETEpIENUBbIM, HUKAK HE MOT IOAHATH.

— 51 mory noBepsaTh Opakyiy, TaHkpen? — BCTpAXHYB I1J1e40 N0J TeM-
HOM MaHTHel, HacToi4ynBo cnipocun Boiic. — Ha Kepak HanoxeHo 3a-
KJIATHE, — ThI 3TO 3Haeinb? Opakyn Benut MHe youts ['unmneama. OHa
roBOpUT npasay, TaHkpen?

INPAOTKPBITBIE rnaza mara HeHafonro ozapuiuch cBeT. ['yObl
noj rycroit 6oponoit weBenbHyIUCh. TaHKped M30 BCEX CHJI MbITANICA
pa3opBaTh Marn4eckue MyThl, CKOBBIBaKOLIME ero. bolc yBuaen, kak Ha
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TOJICTOM Hiee B3AYJIUCH BEHB], 2 TEMHOE JIMLIO, CUIBHO 3aropeBllee MOA
cBetwiaMu CeaToil 3eMiin, TeM He MeHee, elle Ooyiee HAIMIIOCH Kpa-
CKOH OT HanpsKEHUsI.

Ho Tankpen He Mor roBopuTts. [leneHa cHa ObL1a CIUUIKOM TSAXKENOM.
Mar nocieHuit pa3 CyAopoXKHO OTOPBaJ FOJIOBY OT COTHYTOH PyKH, U
Boiic yBuzen, 4To TOT KMBHYN — ABaXbl. OTO ObIIO AOCTaTo4HO. OH
MOJy4UI OTBET.

3arem Tankpen TsKeno B3AOXHYN M CHOBA MOIPy3WiCs B COH Ha
cToJie, moKa Gecrnone3Hblid, NaXHyLUHA [[BETaMU AbIM HE3aMETHO OKYy-
TBHIBaJ €rO.

— Youts I'mnneama, — ycnpian bolic coOCTBEHHBIH IENOT B TUXOH
KOMHaAre.

Oxpyxarouuii Bo3ayx coaporuyncs. Het — Ha 3ToT pa3 He TOJIBKO
Bo3ayx. [lon mox Horamu Toxke cran JIpoxarb. Chpilianach MOCTYMNb
TSAKENBIX Canor, KKABIA UX LIar coTpscan 3akoigoBaHHbIH Kepak 10
€aMOro OCHOBaHWUsI.

BhezanHo boiic ouyTusn, 4To cepAle IPOMKO 3acTy4dallo B TakT
NpUOIMIKAIOLIMMCS 1araM, JbIXaHHWE CTaJl0 NpPEepbIBUCTHIM, a BOJIHE-
HHE OKyTallo ero, kak coH okyTan 3amok Kepak. HenaBucts k I'miie-
amy CcTajla 4YeM-TO OcCsi3aeMbIM. Ternepb, BHE3amHOH BCIBILIKOH, boiic
OCO3HaJI, 4TO BCH ero xu3Hb B Kepake Bena k 3ToOMy €OMHCTBEHHOMY
MOMEHTY — K yOwuiictBy ['mineama. EMy noka3anoch, 4To UMEHHO i
9TOrO OH ObUT POXKAEH M XKHJI [0 3TOr0 CTPALIHOro Jaca.

Tyt He ObuT0 HuKakoW Jlorukd. CMyTHO BoHC MOHsN, 4TO Tak Ha-
BEpHsKa Npenonpeaenuia cyap0a — HHaue, oueMy OH OJIUH He YCHYII,
xoraa B Kepak npuien paspymurens? Ho cefiuac 65110 He BpeMs pas-
MBIULIATL 00 3TOM. He BpeMs pasnyMsiBarh, noyemy snopa Kepaka npu-
LIen YHUYTOXKHUTD 3aMOK. Boiic Ha Kakoi-TO nepHoA JIMIIKIICS paccyKa.
OcTtanach Juilb HEHABUCTH U BO30YxIeHHE nepes OUTBOM.

IHaru coTpscany NeCTHUILY, CIOBHO MO Hel NOAHUMAJICS TUTaHT, KO-
TOpLIA ObLT yxe coBceM OnM3ko. B Bo3myxe rpemMesno ot ero nocTymnu.
boiic cMyTHO 0c03Ha, YTO BOKPYT HOCATCS KAKUE-TO HEBUAHMMBIE CO3-
IaHus, 3afeBarolnue ero ofexay. Ho y Hero He 610 BpeMeHHU Aymarh
006 3TOM.

Ha crone Tankpena, psaoM ¢ ero oomskiiei, BRITAHYTOH pyKkoid, ne-
)an Mey. boiic cxBaTui ero, BbITallyMl U3 HOKEH M nokauyan B pyke. Y
KaK TOJIbKO OH 3TO CZ€JaJl, pyKOsATKa CIIOBHO yAapuia ero TokoM, a Tan-
KpeJ, JIealuii Ha cTone, IeBEeNbHYNCS U pe3ko B3JOXHYNI. Meu cam
nBurancs B ianoHu boiica. Cam onucan Ayry B HalnoJHEHHOM apoMa-
TOM LIBETOB BO3/1yXe U BEPHYJICS Ha MECTO.

Bolic cpa3sy ke MoHsN, YTO 3TO MarMyeCKuil Mey.
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CHapy>u JoHeccs cMeX, MyOOKHid, KU XOXOT, KOTOPBIA MpUHAL-
nexan 'mnneamy nuib otyactu. Takux HeoObIYHBIX 3ByKOB ['uineam
HUKOTZa He u3JaBajl. 3areM, BIEpPBbIE C TeX Mop, kak Ha Kepak Hano-
KUK 3aKnaTue, boiic BcmoMHun Xbio e MaH0 U TO, KaK CTPaHHO OH
u3MeHmIcs, nodbsiBaB B [opoae kpecToHOCHEB.

IVTABA VII. Beponomusii kpecmonocey,

YKPAIIEHHAS 3Be3namMu [JBepb pachaxHyjlach C TPOXOTOM,
JIBaX/Ibl OTpa3suMBLUIMMCs 9XOM B komHare Tankpena. Po3zoBarbiii nbM
VKO 3aKpyTuiics. B JBepHOM IpoeMme MosBUIAch OTpOMHas ¢urypa
['mnneama. OH NOPBLIBUCTO CMESLICs, COTpACA’ACh BCEM TeloM, U boiicy
[I0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO 3TOT 3BYK Pa3HOCHTCS MO BCEMY OIyTaHHOMY Maruei
Kepaxky, norpy3uBiuemMycst B TULIHHY.

OrpoMHblii Med ['misieama ObIT B €ro MOry4eM Kyjake U CBEpKal B
TYCKJIOM Bo3yxe kenbu Tankpena. Ero nuio He 66110 BecenbiM. J1a, oH
cMesIcs, HO TOJBKO I'yObl Beceno Moplimiuch. Iasa ske kpecToHocUa
BBIIISIZAEIM TaK K€, Kak U y TaHkpeaa, a Ha CaMOJOBONBHOM, YIIPSIMOM
JIMLE JieXKaNa TeHb, Y)KacHas TeHb.

— Tankpen! — B3pesesn ['nnneam ronocom, KOTOpbIi 10DKeH ObLT pas-
OyauTh BceX CrAlUX B 3aMke. — TaHKpea, HacTan yac TBoel cmepTH!

OH TsKen0 CTyNnun Brepes — BCs KOMHATa COAPOrHyNach OT 3TOM He-
4eJI0BEYECKOM MTOCTYIIH — ¥ 3aHEC OFPOMHBII M€Y HaJl rOJIOBOH Mara.

KakuM-To manpHUM yronkoM pasyma Bolic BHe3anHO u ¢ abcontoT-
HOW YBEPEHHOCTBIO TIOHAJ, YTO 3TO He HacToswuil ['mineam. Bpaxaa
MeX/Jly HUMU Oblila KPOBHOM, CBs3b 0X0OAMJIA, CKOpEH, Ha POACTBO, KO-
TOPOE HEJIb3s Pa3pyLIUTh CAMOCTOSTENBHO.

lNunneam, noxunyBmni Kepak M BbIKPUKMBAIOUIMN Tenepb yrpo3bl
Tankpeny, Hukoraa 6bl He npourHopuposai boiica, cTosiuero ¢ Mme4om
B pyke. Het — aT10T ['Mitnieam Obut yxke HE TeM, KTO MOKHUHYJ 3aMOK.

Ilo cBoeii cobcTBeHHO BoNe Meu B pykax Boiica onucan cetsiuy-
1ocqa ayry. U caenan 3to kak pa3 BoBpeMsa. Meu ['miineama yxxe najan,
¥ yepes CeKyHJy rojioBa Mara nokarunach Obl 10 paClMCHOMY CTOINY.

B Bo3gyxe paspancsi poXoOT, CJIOBHO CTOJIKHYJIUCh [B€ MOJIHUIA.
Cranb 3ackpexerana o cTajb, HochINaauch UCKpbl. ['unneam npopesen
TSXKEJIOBECHOE PYrarebCTBO Ha si3blke, KOTOPbIKA bolic HUKOraa He Cribi-
wai paubliue (boiic 6e3yMHO NMpPeanoNokKuil, YT0 UIMEHHO Ha HEM pas-
rosapuBanu B [opoae KonayHoB), 1 OrpomMHbiii Me4 MOJHSANCS CHOBA,
paspesas KonlbLia AbIMa HaJ rojaoBoii TaHkpena.

D10 ObL1 CTpaHHbI 60i. B AHM KPeCTOHOCUEB >KUIU 3aKaleHHble
moau. Moryuure Me4u, KOTOpbIMH OHM pa3MaxuBaiId, ObLIM TAKUMH TS~
KEJbIMHU, YTO COBPEMEHHBIH 4eJIOBEK BPSM JIM ObI CyMell MOJHATE OIUH
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U3 HUX Jaxe AByMs pykamu. Tonpko Marus nosponuna boiicy orpa-
XaThb y)KacHble, COKpyLIalomue yaapsl ['unneama, ChILIIOLUECs OAUH
3a IpyruM. Marusi 4 JIOBKOCTh Meua, CpaKaBLIErocs No coOCTBEHHOMN
KOJIIOBCKOM BOJIE... M TO, 4yTO ['MisieaM emie HU pa3y He HallpaBHIl M€Y
Ha camoro Bboiica.

'nineam — IBYOKUMBIH Marueit, ¢ MpauyHbIM JIMLOM, KOTOpoe 66110 He
coBceM nuuoM ['unneama, — npuiuen B Kepak TobkO ¢ OIHOM LENbIO.
On npuwen youtp mara Tankpena. Bece ero ynaps! Obliv HarpaBineHbt
Ha crnswero Tankpena. Boicy mpuxoaunocs Aep)karb CTalbHON LIMT
Margyeckoro Meda mexay ImmieamoM u MaroM. EMy mpuxoaunock
cpaXkaThCsi HE 3a CBOIO KHM3Hb, a YTOOBI 3aIlMTUTh TaHKpeAa oT cTpatl-
HOM yrpo3bl.

Monnus cBepkana B Kelbe BCAKHMIA pa3, Korjga OrpoMHblE MeYM Ha-
neTany Apyr Ha Apyra. A camoru ['wineaMa onTylIMTENBHO CTy4Yalu
110 KaMEHHBIM IUIMTaM, COTpsAcast KaX/bIM L1aroM Bech 3aMok. OH ObLI
OoJbllIe YeM YeJIOBEKOM — KOJIJOBCKHM 00XECTBOM, XO3IHHOM IpoMa U
MonHuit. Ho 3To cyluecTBo cpaXkanoch BCIENyo, Kak 1 XOAUNO, 1 3a ero
BbICOKOMEPHbIM, MpayHbIM JIULIOM CKpbIBajics BOBce He ['unneam.

Pa3Bsizka HacTynmwia HeoxuaaHHO. Boiic MOHAN, YTO HE MpUHSAT B
3ToM ydacTtusi. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK Me4 caM Mo ceOe OpyAyeT ero pyKo#,
a 3aTeM OpYy>KHe BHE3alHO B3MbUIO BBEPX, CIIOBHO JIMKYs, U METHYJIOChH
MONHUEHOCHbIM TOPU3OHTAJIbHLIM YAApOM, HbIpHYB of pyky I'mmie-
ama M yJjapuB KpeCTOHOCHA O TOJCTOM Iuee, 3alMLIEHHON KOJIBYYTOM.

VxacHbIit ObUT 3T0 yaap. OH fpoypkeH ObLT copBaTh rofoBy [mnneama
¢ mied. Ho Takoro He cimyuunocs. [Toceimanuce UCKphI, CIOBHO J€3-
BHE YapUJIO [0 CTald BMECTO MbILLL, M MJIOTH. BCNbIXHYN HacToALLMiA
(oHTaH cBeTa, pa3lalics Oy LIMTENbHbIH 3BOH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CO BCEMH
CHJIbI Yapui B FOHT:

— TakoBa Bonst bora! TakoBa... — cTpaHHbIM, Oe3bIXaHHBIM TI'OJIO-
coM 3aBonu ['mineam, 6yATO 3TO ObIIO €IMHCTBEHHBIM, YETO OH XOTEN
Jo0uThLCA.

3arem Bce HEOOBACHUMO U HEOMUCYEMO U3MEHUI0Ch NpsAMO y boiica
Ha ra3ax. B kenbe, eme 3BeHeBlIeH OT MOMHUN U rPOMA, OCTaBLIMXCS
nocie OUTBBI 3aKONIOBAHHBIX Meyel, BHE3aHO HACTYMWila THIUWHA.
I'mnneam napain.

Y Hero MeJieHHO NOAKOCUIIUCH HOTU. JIByCTOPOHHHIA Mey Bbinaj u3
ocjnabeBlLIMX PYK M CO 3BOHOM YMaja Ha kameHHbli non. Kpecronocen
OIYCTUJICS HA KOJICHM M OYE€HBb IJIABHO, Ka3aloCh, NPOIUIbLI BIEpE U
nier HUUKkoM. boiic ycnpian MouHblii BeIIOX, koraa ['unneam, HakoHel,
riepecTas LeBeNIUThCS.

3arem k Boiicy cHoBa BepHyJcs ciyX, 1 — 3aMok Kepak npoGyauscs.
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A Ha paclnuCHOM CTOJI€ B3IOXHYn U nomeBenuiics Tankpena. Toxe
camoe MNpPOMCXOAHMJIO IO BCEMY 3aMKy, Moka MpoOyKAanuch CHsLLME.
Bo3nyx Gonbule He coaporaicst 0T Kaaoro ABwkeHus I'unneama. OH
CHOBa CTaJl OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM C YEOBEHECKHMMU BO3MOXXHOCTSIMHU.
U B3misiHYB Ha Hero, boiic yaAuBHIICS — HO HE TaK YX CUJIbHO, — YBU/JIEB,
YTO TOJICTYIO 1IEH0 KPECTOHOCLIA OMOSACHIBAET CIOMAaHHOE KOJBLO.

CTek/sIHHOE KOJIbLIO.

Tankpen noausics Ha Horu. boiic, noBepHYBIIUCH K HEMY, YBUJET,
YTO Mar TSDKEJO JBILINT, CIIOBHO OH, a He boiic cpaxaincs ¢ ['wnneamom
3aKoJIIOBaHHBIM MedoM. Ha ero kopuuHeBOM 510y, HaJ CXOASLIMMUCS
OpOBsMU BBICTYIUI NOT, @ 'PY/lb YACTO B3JbIMaNach 1 OMyCKaJlach.

— O10 6B11 ML, — TUXO cKa3an boiic, npoTarueas meu.

Tanxpen kuBHyn. OH Bce ellle MOI TOBOPUTH JIUIIb C OOJbILUM TPY-
JnoM. OH B3s1 opyxue U3 pyk boiica, mpoBen naapLeM Mo JIE3BHIO, U
Boiic 3ameTun koe-4To elle — KaKyl-TO SpKOCTh, KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE
OXHMBJIEHUE — TO NPONALAIOLLYI0, TO NOABIAIOLLYIOCS BCJE 3a ABUXKY-
IIAMCS TIaJIbLieM TEHb.

— Jla, — otBeTun TaHkpen. — Ho 6e3 Tebs s Obl He cripaBuiics. Mowu
6naropapHocty, Ao botic. — OH BcyHyn Med 0OpaTHO B HOXKHBI U MOJIO-
JKMIT ero Ha CTOJ. — A YTO KacaeTcs ero, — KUBHYB B CTOPOHY JieXallero
Ha nony ['mnneama, no6aBun mar, -... 4TO KacaeTcsl €ro — s He NOHUMalo.

TAHKPEJL BCTAJI psiioM ¢ naBLIXMM Ha OIHO KOJIEHO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO
HOAHEC PYKY K pa3OUTOMY CTEK/ISIHHOM KOJblly, OCTAaHOBMBIIEMY TO-
CIIeIHUIT cMepTeNbHbIN yaap. 3aTeM MPUKOCHYJICS K HEMY — M TYT pas-
Jlancs YUCTBIM 3BOH, MOXOXUH Ha 3BYK paszOuBarollerocs Ookana ajis
BuHA. KonbLo noackoumno camo no cede, npeBpaTuinoch B Onectaiuii
MOPOLUOK. .. ¥ UCYE3JIO.

I'inneaM moreBenuscs ¥ 3aMplyal.

TaHkpel OCTOPOXXKHO NMEPEBEPHYJ KpecTOHOCLa Ha crnuHy. ['oyioa
l'unneama ynana Ha noJi, ¥ TOJICTas Liesl CyIOPOXKHO 3anyJibcCUpoBaa.

—370... ObL1 HE A, TaHKpeA... OHU MOCNANH. .. — NPOLLENTa OH.

— 3Hato, ['unneam. Tenepb yxxe HeBaXxHO. Tbl B 6€30MacHOCTH.

'unneaM HaxXMypuica ¥ 4yTh Ka4yHyJl I'OJIOBOM, Mpuiaras HeBeposT-
HbIE YCUITHS.

— Her — He B 6e3onacnoctu. ['oadpu... 51 nomkeH BepHyTbHCA. ..

TaHkpe] 3aKpbUl POT KPECTOHOCLA PYKO# C KOJIbLIAMU.

— Tuwe, Munneam. Tol 6611 OofepxxuM. Y TeOst HET CHII AaXKe HA TO,
4TOOBI paccka3aTh HaM, YTO CIIY4YHJIOCh.

Mar MmemnenHo noausuics. Habmonas 3a HuMm, Boiic Tonbko ceityac
OCO3HaJl CTPAHHOCTb 3TOI KOMHaThl. [0 3TOr0 MOMEHTa OH Oblil 3aHSAT
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NPOUCXOAAIINM Oofibllie, YeM paccMaTpHBaHUEM oOcTaHOBKU. Tenephb
OH YBUJEJ UX — MaruyecKue npeiMeThl.

U nelicTBurtenpHO, 31ech ObU1 6acceii, 0 KOTOPOM llIernTala )KeHIHHA
u3 3amka. OH pacriosiarajics B HeOOJbIIOH HUllIe B JAJIbHEM KOHIIE KOM-
HaThl, KPYIJIbIi, OOpamMJIeHHBIH SPKOH IUTMTKOH, a U3 €ro LeHTpa KOlb-
L[AMH pacxoJuiics KpoluedHblii npuiauB. M Hax HUM Bucena Marus. bolic
He MOT 00bSCHUTb, C YEr0 OH TaK PELInl, OH NPOCTO OYYBCTBOBAJ €€ B
BO3yXe Haj OacceiiHOM.

[Tonku Ha cTeHax ObUTM 3a0UTHI IpeIMETaMHU, KOTOPbIM boiic He Mor
Jath Ha3BaHUusi. OH YBUZAEA KHUTM HA MHOTMX f3bIKaX, HEKOTOpBIC U3
HUX ObUIM SIBHO HaNMCaHbl Ha A3bIkaX He3eMHbIX. Ha ofHOl cTeHe Bu-
cena apda, ee sipkue CTPyHBbI, TO ¥ AeJ0 B3paruBaiu, OyaTo UX 3a1e-
BaJIM HEBUJUMBIE PYKH, U3/1aBasi BO3MOXKHbIE TOHYAilIMe 3BYKH, IIpaK-
THYECKH 3a TpeJenaMu denoBedeckoro ciyxa. M B ogHolt kopoOke ¢
Mpope3siMH, CTOsALIEH B yITTy, Kak rokasanoch boHcy, uspenka 4ro-To
IIEBEJIUNOCH, OYATO BHYTPU CHJIENO KaKoe-TO HEOONBIIoe CYILIECTRO.

Tankpen B35 ¢ NONKM XpycTalbHbIA Kybok. Koraa mar notponyscs
JI0 Hero, oH ObLI MyCT, HO K TOMY BpeMeHH, kak TaHKpes MOBEpHYJICS
U HarHyscs Haj ['umieamoM, KyOOK HamoMHUIICS Kako#-TO Mpo3pavyHoi
KpPacHOM YKUIKOCTBIO C PE3KHAM 3aI1axoM.

— Broinel, — BcTaB Ha KOJIeHW W MoAHAA ronoy I'mnneama, ckasan
Tankpen.

Kpectonocen, noguuHuiacs. OH Ka3alcs CIHMILIKOM HCTOLUEHHBIM,
4TOOBI ABHUIraThCA MO COOCTBEHHOH BOJE WIM XOTh B UEM-TO HE CIy-
maTbes Mara. 1o OblIa HeecTecTBeHHas yCTaocTb. OHa KakKMM-TO 00-
pa3oM HarmomyHaza NojaHeHy o onycToleHHoCcTh, Opakyia.

Ho nocne toro xak I'mmieam ucnun u3 KyOka, OH HEMHOIO OXMJL.
3areM C TPYOM NPHIONHSJICS Ha JOKTE M NMPHUCTAIbHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha
Tankpena.

—Toadpu... — wenorom ckazan oH, — octaicd... B [opoze. [Tomoru
MHe, TaHkpe], s AOJDKEH BEPHYTbCA 33 HUM.

— VY 1ebs ouenb Mayio cun, ['unneam, — orBetun Tankpen. — Ho ckopo
3T0 npoiaet. Pacckaxu HaM, YTO CIIy4UIIOCH.

[Tpexxne uem 3aroBopuTh, [ miieam Ha CEKYHIY 3aKpbul Fnasa.

— Mbp1 Bouu B I'opon, kak ¥ niuaHupoBaiy. Tam s BCTpETHICS CO
CBOMMH. .. CBOUMU COOOIHUKAaMU. OHU OYEHb XOTENN KyNIUTh CEKPETbl,
KOTOpble g npexyiarain. Mbl Hauanu ToproBarbes. S1... 3Han, 4TO OAWH
13 HUX ObL1 Gnu3ok k coBeTHMKaM Kopons Konaynos. S xaan ero...
CJIMIIKOM J0NT0. 5l Tak U HE YBUJIEN ero JIMla, HO 3Bany ero Jxamaii —
OH OYEHb 3JI0H YeNoBeK.

[nneam 3amoiyant 1 BDKIAN Kakoe-To Bpems, cobupasch ¢ cuiamu.
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— B Topogne... ectb pa3Hbie ¢pakiiyy, — MPOJOIKAI OH ewie donee
cnabbIM ronocoM. — Kopons. .. He ctan Obl YHUUTOXKATb HAC MOJTHOCTHIO.
OH HeHaBUAHUT Hac, TaHKpe[, HO, 110 KaKO#-TO... CTPaHHOM IPUYMHE. ..
OH xoTeJ1 Obl yOMTB HaC OJHOTO 3a JIpyTHM, a He BceX cpa3y BmecTe ¢ Ke-
paxoM. [xamaii — miaBHbIH KonayH. OH TOXXe HAC HEHABHIUT, U y HEro
HeT coBecTU. TaHKpes, ThI 3Haellb, 4To... Mexay [oporom u Kepakom
ecTh cBa3b? Ta, uto He paet ['opoay aBurarbcs? XoTs 3eMIIM BOKpYT
Hac He CToAT Ha Mecte. Y T'opona ecTh onpeaeneHHbl MaplpyT, Kak y
kopabns. [Ixamait xoueT ABUrarhbes o Hemy. OH HamepeBaeTcs nepepe-
3aTh CBSI3b, KOTOpas Aep>xuT ['opoa, uem Obl OHA HU Oblna.

— Jlymato, 51 3Haro, 4TO 3TO Takoe, — KUBHy1 TaHKpea.

— OH... ynnuroxut Kepak, — nponomxkan 'mnneam. — Bee 310 — f1eto
ero pyk. Koponb... qaxe HH 0 4eM He JorajabiBaetcs. S owmmbancs
HacueT Ixamas. M meitancs Toproarbes... BraiiHe. OH CXBaTHIl Hac
obonx — l'ogdpu u Mens. 51 nomxkeH BepHyThes 3a [ondpu. — MNuneam
CeKyHy TOMOJ4aJl, ero rjias3a 3aryMaHuIuCh, KOraa OH MbICJIEHHO Bep-
Hyncs B npoiuoe. — F'oadpu 3anoxHuk, — ckasan oH. — Ero ornycrar,
TONBKO eciU s 100bioch ycrnexa. S gomkeH ocBoboauTh ero, Tankpen.
OH HaxouTCs. .. B CTpaHHO# TIopbMe. CTpaHHO# — He MOTY OOBSCHUTS,
HacKoJIbKO cTpaHHO#. U xyTkoii.

— Kak onu yceinuiu Bech 3amMok? — cnpocun Tankpea. — Tebe sto
U3BECTHO?

l'unneam cnabo KUBHYIL.

— Kosnp1o Ha 1ee, — cka3ayn oH. — Sl MOTr MOKJISCTBCS, YTO 3TO He-
BO3MOXHO — 4YTO s CTaHy HOCHUTh KoJbLO Xo3suHa. Ho s Hamen ero.
U 3aknuHanue — oHO 6bu10 MpocTbiM. COH pacnpocTpaHsics nepeno
MHOM... 1IoKa s uien. 3to Obin He ... JlyMaro, Jxamaii — unu ero pasym
— YIIpaBJisiJIA MHOM, KaK 4eJIOBeK PaBUT BEPXOBOH fiouraabio. OH BUIEN
MouMH rnazamu. [Toxa konpLo He pazbéusioch — 370 ObuI He 5. — ['uineam
noneITajics cecTb. — Tenepb MHe nopa MATH, — ckazan oH. — [ondpu...

TaHKpes BBITAHYN pyKYy W NOMeLlall eMy BCTarh.

— O Tongpu nozaborarcs, — ckasan oH. — Ho He Tbi, 'mineam.
[ondpu cnacyT, ecnu 370 BooOIIe MOXeT cAenaTk CMepTHbI. byns B
3TOM yBEpEH.

I'uneama 66110 He Tak MpocTo yoeauTsh. OH pacciabuics, NOKOpUB-
uch pyke Tankpena, HO B €ro rasax ropeso Bo3paxeHue.

— KT0? — npaktuyecku 6€33By4HO CIIPOCHUII OH.

Tankpen nepernsHycs ¢ boiicoM noBepx nexallero KpecToHocua.

— OTBeTHI Ha TBOU Bompockl, A0 Boiic, HaxoxsTca He B Kepake, —
cKazan oH. — S 3Haro 310 yke MHOro aHei. CraHeulb JIM Thl UCKATh MX
B ['opone?

50



Boiic ucnyraHHo MOCMOTpeN Ha ['Wiieama U BCTPETWI HAa CaMOAO-
BOJILHOM JIMLIE, TaK MOXOXKEM Ha €T0 JINLIO, CBUPEbIii B3I COOCTBEH-
HBIX [71a3.

— Twl MOXeLIb TOMOYE U cebe, 1 HaM, — mpopoyikai Taskpen. — Eciiu
MOAXBaTHILG JiereHOy [ miieama, aymato, Tebe Oyaet mpoiue. Tosnbko
tebe npunercs... crarh [ unneamom.

INOKA BOMC MeJIEeHHO ILeJI [0 NecYaHbIM paBHHHaM Mexay Ke-
paxoM u ['oponom KongyHoB, BOKpYT ero kojeHei kpyxusiach rony6as
IeiMKa. OH NMOIUIOTHEE 3aBEPHYJICA B CHHIOIO HAKUAKY, TOCKOJIBKY BO3-
JyX ObLT BNXHBIM U XoNoAHbIM. [Toa Hakuakoil y Hero ObUIa TyHHKa
U peiity3bl u3 ki1anoBeix Kepaka, a Ha rpyau npuian KpacHblili KpecT
KpeCcTOHOCLA.

ToT caMslil KpecT, KOTOPBI HOCHIIH JIFOAH, IIECTBCOT JIET Ha3al IVis-
neswie Ha MepycanuM. Hukro u3 oburareneil 3aMka He HOCHJ KpecT
Ha CIIHHE, B 3HAK TOTO, YTO MajJOMHUYECTRO 3aBEPLIMJIOCH YCIIELIHO,
XoTs Bce, kpoMe TaHkpena, euie He NOTEpsUIM Hafexay Ha 3To. Jnd
HMX BpeMs 3aCThUIO, KOIZla OHM BOLLIU B 3TO oOnavHoe 3abBeHue, rae
COJIHIIE HUKOT/Ia HE BOCXOJUT M HE CaAUTCA.

Boiic B coTblif pa3 JOTPOHYJICA A0 CBOEro JIMIA, 4TOOBl yOequThes,
410 4apbl TaHKkpeAa CyMenH OTIIe4aTaTb Ha HEM CaMOJOBOJBLCTBO, OT-
nuyaBiiee ['mineama ot camoro boiica. Ot 3010T10# 60possl, pociueii B
TEYeHUE MHOTUX AHEH — Hellellb, BO3MOXKHO, MECSLIEB, — €r0 BbI3J0POB-
JIeHUs, OCTAJIMCh TOJNBKO CBUCAIOLIME YCbI KpecToHOcla. BHewne boiic
He oTanyascs ot ['unneama.

U 5 namepenno, kak dypaxk, nogyman boiic — udy 6 my oice camyro no-
gyuiky, 8 komopyio nonan I'unneam. EMy ObLI0 HEIOHATHO, IOYEMY OH
COIVIACHJICS TaK PUCKOBATh Paiy 3THX JIFOZEH, KOTOpbIE HE MPUXOANIUCH
€My HHKEM, KpOME TOro, YTO OHM SIBISIMCh U3THAHHUKAMH TOTIO e
mupa. J{a, oHM IPUIOTUIH ero B 3aMke. bolic 6611 MM 3a 370 Gnaronapes.

Ho oH okaszancs B 0e3bIMAHHOI omacHOCTH. BcnomMHuB XbIO i€
Man 0, boiic coapornyncs. bbITe 0nepKUMbIM YeUIy H4aTbIM JEMOHOM,
Kak XblO... U 4TOOBI TeOs MOPBAJIO, KaK TPAINKY, KOrJa AEMOH PELIUTh
NPOSIBUTH ceO4. ..

HeT, HMUTO He MPUHYKJAJ0 €ro TaKk pUCKOBaTh pajy KPECTOHOCLIEB.
OH puckoBai 1o cobcTBeHHO# Bone. PruckoBan u3-3a. .. 6narogapHoctu?
Poncrea? Boiic 3Hai, 4To 310 OBIMO HEe Tak. OH OBI IOWIEN, AaXKe €CITU
661 Kepak HUKOI[]a HE CTOST Ha 3THX cKanax, a [oadpu ¢ I'unneamom
OBUIM TPOCTO NMPAXOM B MUPE, TI€ OHU POAUIHCH.

OH foyxeH ObUT MOATH, U OH 3HAJ TO — U3-3a XKEHILUHBI, YbETO JIMLa
OH He MOMHMJI, XXCHIIUHBI, HA CEKyHIy OIVIHYBLIEHCs uyepe3 IJieuo B
KyCOYKe BOCIIOMUHAHUH M yNBIOHYBLIECHCS U3-TIOA XKEeTEe3HOH KOPOHBI.
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Boiic cuuran, yto oHa xwia B [opozne. TaHkpe] pacckazai emy 06
3TOM, a TaKXe O CBA3HU, coequnstouei Kepak ¢ ['opogom.

— Tel cripawiuBan 06 Opakyine, — HanoMHun TaHkpen yac Ha3aj, CUIs
B KpecJie ¢ BBHICOKO# CIIMHKOW B CBOEH KeNbe U BEpPTA B Majbliax KyOok
¢ BUHOM. — [Ipexze yem Thl yiiaeb, AyMato, Tebe CTOUT YCNbIIIATh ee
ucropuio. OHa... — Mar 3akonebancs ¥ mocMoTpen B BUHO. — OHa AuTA
MOEro eJUHCTBEHHOro pebeHka, — HakoHel, 00bsICHUI TaHkpen.

Boiic BEINpsAMUIICS Ha CTYyJe, HENPOU3BOJIBHO U3/1aB 3BYK YAMBICHUSL.

— 3Ha4uT, OHa XXuBa! — BOCKIUKHYI OH. — S nymai...

— XKuga? — B3goxnyn Tankpea. — He 3Hato. C Tex mop, Kak Mbl OKa-
3a]MCh Ha 3TOH 3emJiie, 1 MHOroe y3Hal O HayKe M Maruu, a B 3epKa-
aax yBuzaen mHoro taiiH ['opona. Ho 06 3ToM s nouTH HUMyYero He 3Haio.
TonbKO TO, YTO CIYUYMIIOCH HEUTO YXKaCHOE, U, JyMaro, XOPOIIO 3TO UJIH
TUI0XO, 3aKOHUYMIIOCH BCE TeM, uTo Mexay Kepakom u I'opomom Beerna
Oyner cBa3b. Iloka oauH uau Apyroil He OyAeT yHUUTOXeEH... — Mar
ot u3 Kyoka. — Ieit, — Benen oH Bolicy. — J[ns mytewmecTBus Tebe
NOHAJO0UTCA cuia. 3eMJIM MEXAY 3aMKOM U FOPOACKMMH CTE€HaMHU XO-
JI0AHblE, @ TYMaH NOXO0XK Ha BeuHblil 1ok ab. [1el BuHO u ciywaii. [opon
OB rOpa3fo Aajiblie OTCIONA, KOrJa Mosi 104b, MpULIEIIas K HaM U3
Hopmanauu BMecte ¢ KpecToBbIM NOX0A0M, OAHAXIbI 3a0Myauiacs B
tymaHe. bonbiue mbi ee He Buaenu. — Jluuo TaHkpeaa nompauHeno, u
4yepHble OPOBH COLITHCH y HETO Ha/l YEPHBIMH Ia3aMH. — Te, KTO )XUBYT
B ['opone, 3abpanu ee, — ckazan OH nocie HEKOTOpoii naysnl. — Ee yBu-
nen Kopoar KonayHoB u octaBun y cebst BO ABOpLE, MOTOMY YTO OHa
Ob1a KpacuBoil. Y Hero 6biio MHOro paboB. CripaBeTHBOCTH pajid,
LyMaro, OH Jiepikal ee B kauecTBe noyeTHoM niaeHHuubl. OHa Oblna npe-
KpacHOM >XKeHIIMHOH U poauia eMy pebeHka — 104b. A noTom ymepna. A
TaK U He y3HaJl, kak. Bo3MOXHO, ee OTpaBUIM. A, MOXET, 38y LUMJIX Te-
TUBOH OT JyKa, WU UCTIONb30Banu 6onee TaMHCTBEHHbIH cnocob. HMinu
oHa 3a0onena v ymepina ot 6osie3Hu. He 3Ha10. OgHax /1l MHE 1OBEJIOCH
YBUJIETb €€ — COBCEM HENO0JIT0, 32 FTOpoJACKMMU cTeHaMU. Ee poub xuna
BO JBOpLE OTLA, BLIPOC/A U CTaja XEeHIWHUHOW. OyeHb CTPaHHO, YTo...
— Tankpen nokavasn rojoBoi, ¥ U3yMPYZbl B €0 yllaX CBEPKHYJIU NOA
TIop6aHoM. — TaM U 374echk BpeMs TeueT nmo-pasHomy. Jlymato, B ropoae
BpEMsi HE CTOUT HAa MECTE, U €ro MOXKHO U3MepUTh. — Mar nonun cede
BUHA. — S| He 3Hal0, uTO ciyumwiock B [opone. OHa Obina (paBopuTKOM
0TLia, HABEpHOE, OHU MOCCOPUINCH, U, BOBMOXXHO, KOopoJib, B KauecTBe
Haka3aHus, CAeNa ee TakoH, kakas OHa ceiiyac. 51 To/nbkO 3HaKO, 4TO
OHa Mpulia K HaMm, Kak Npu3pak, Kak MpaMopHas CTaTrys, U/ C 3aKpbl-
TBIMHU IV1a3aMU U COMKHYTBIMM pykamu, Oenas, Kak CHEL, U Takas e
Monuanupas. Kaxercs, kakold-To MHCTUHKT NpUBEN €€ K pOAHOH KpPOBH,
KOIJla OHa y>ke He Moryia BeIHOCUTh [opoa, rae poaunack. Mbl NpUHSIH
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€€ U TNMONBITAJCH BEPHYTHh el NMpexkHuil 00JHK, HO OHA NHLIB MONpO-
CHJia KOMHATy, I7ie CMOXeT CIIOKOWHO >XUThb. Mbl janiy eif Ty KOMHary,
rae Tol BUjen ee. M xoraa Mbl NpUILIK Ha ClELYIOLEe YTPO, OHA yxkKe
cTOsJIa, IlIe CTOMT ceifyac, B KJieTke norouiero orud. OTTyAa oHa roBo-
PUT C HaMH roiocoM opakyna. OHa obnagaer 6onpuiuMu cunamu. He
OTKpbIBas Ila3, OHA 3aris/AbiBacT B AywWM moaei. B Hell kxpoercs my-
JpOCTh, 3amepras 3a nevyarblo ee Modanus. OHa He Bcerja HaXoAUTCs
B KJIeTKe. BLIBaeT, YTo OrOHbL FacHET M MCYE3AeT, M TOIZa OHA BBIXOIUT
U3 3aMKa U NOAOJrY IyisieT B TyMaHe. Jlymaro, — He MOy FOBOPUTH C
YBEPEHHOCTBI0, — HO MHE KaXXeTCs, OHa C KEM-TO BCTPEYAETCs Ha paB-
HuHax. OfHako, MOTOM BCEraa BO3BpALIaeTCsl B CBOKO KOMHATY, M Or-
HeHHoe yOexxulle, Okpykatolilee ee, CHoBa NpHHUMaeT. S cuurato, 4To,
[IOKa OHa XUBET TYT, MeXAY Heit u ee otuoM, Koponem ['opona Konny-
HOB, CYLLECTBYET CBs3b, HE AAIOLIAs UM OTAAJMTHLCS OT HAC, CJIOBHO OHA
U eCTb AKOpb, HE NMo3BoJstoMiA ['oposy yIuibITh 10 MOpIO TyMaHa. U,
ecliu To, uto ['mnneam roBoput Ham, — npasaa, Koposs He pomycTur
yHuutoxeHus: Kepaka, noka ero auts Haxoautcs TyT. OH ¢ pafoCTbio
yObeT Hac BCceX — HO TOJIBKO He CBOIO 10ub. BOT nouemy s 1ymato, 4To y
Tebs ecTh WwaHc. Ecnu 651 koponem 6wt Ixamaid, iBnSOWMACS COBET-
HukoM Koponsi, Hanexxab! Obl noutH He ObU10. bosblie MHE Hevero Jo-
6aBuTh. 5 6yny HaGnmonarte 3a TobOi, ckobko cmory. BoamoxxHO, MHe
yaactcs Tebe nomoub. Ho MHe kaxkeTcst, Thl OKa3ascs TYT He IPOCTO TaK
— Te0s BeneT mMarus, koTopasi MHe He 3HaKoMa, U 1 yBepeH, 4to B [opoae
Thl Y3Haellb CBOE MpeAHa3HauyeHune. — TaHKpe CHOBA OCy1LT Ky6ok. —
Cnenaii nyig Hac Bce, 4TO cMoOXellb, aro boiic. [loMHH, uTo y Tebs ecThb
cBs3b ¢ KepakoM. TBost cxoxecTb ¢ ['umieaMoM — He ClTy4aiftHOCTb.

EABA CJUIBIIHIUMASL my3bika, JOHecwascs M3 TymMaHa, BbiBena
Boiica u3 pasmbiuuiennii. OH noansan ronoBy. Hag HUM Bo3Bbillanach
BBICOKasi CTEHA, KOTOpbIE OH BIEpBble YBUAEN M3 KaMEHHBIX BODOT,
oTkyAa boiic monan B 3ToT Mup. Ha BbICOKOH CTEHE CBETUIHMCH OTHHU.
OH cablliaf, KaKk Ha BeTepke, AYIOUIEM C PaBHUH, LUYMENH TKaHEBbIE
KpPBIIIM, U TyMaH MATHAMU OKpallWBaJIics B SpKHeE LBETa TaM, e Ha
HEro rnajaan CBeT.

Boiic noBepHy’cs 1 moiuen HajieBo, BAOJb OCHOBaHUs CTEHbI. [ 1e-To
Tam ObuTM HeOoNblKe BOPOTa, OTMEUEHHBIE KOJIBIIOM roily0oro cBera,
B KOTOpbIE €My U HYXHO ObLIO BOWTH. ['Wiieam ckasai, 4To 3TO BO-
pota nanoMHukoB. M1 no6aBus, yto I'opoa B TymMaHe JJis MHOTMX Ha
3TOW M3MEHYUBOH 3eMJie OblJ1 CBALIEHHBIM FOPOAOM, HAIIOJTHEHHBIM aJl-
TapssMH OOTroB CO CTpaHHbIMH MMeHaMHu. CIo/1a IPUXOAUIH MaJIOMHHUKH
U3 JalbHUX MECT: [0 JIBOE, [0 TpOe, LieNbIMUA KapaBaHaMH, a MHOIAA B
OIMHOYKY.
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['mnneam ckazan bolicy ciioBo, KOTOpPOE BIIYCTHT €TO0.

— Ckaxwu, yto noknonsewscs Haitny, — o6pscHII oH. — Tebe HyXHO
ol1HO uMs — HaiiH. MHorue najaoMHUKY He rOBOpAT Ha si3bike [opona,
nosroMy Tebe He 00s3aTeNnbHO ero 3HaThb. Tebs moimyT U Tak. Jlronu
Ha yIULAaxX rOBOPSAT HA MECTHOM HApPEYMH, 4acTbIO KOTOPOIO CTal Hall
(hpaHLy3CKHIi A3bIK 32 TO JOJIrOe BpeMs, 4ToO Mbl )xuBeM B Kepake.

lNunneam 3akonebalicsi, pacTepsIHHOCTb Ha €ro JIMLE 3aTMUNIa ycTa-
JIOCTB, HO OH He BBICKa3aJl CBOIO MBICIb BCTyX. M nmpaBmisHO caemnai.

Kepak, ckpennennbiii ¢ [opoaom HEeBUAUMOM Li€NblO, HABEPHOE, YKe
JIABHO CTOUT Ha JpeiidyroLmx 3eMIisiX, pa3 crapodpaHily3cKuii cTan qa-
CTBhIO MECTHOTO TOBODA.

— Thl [OMKEH CIPOCUTH AOPOry K Xpamy Hauna, — npoponxkan I'ui-
neaM. — TeOs BCTPETAT TaM, €CNIM Thl BCe CAeNaellb, Kak 1 ckazal. A
janeie... — OH noxan miedamu. — Bee 6 pykax Booicwbux.

B crene cnpasa ot boiica nokasanuch Bopora. OHu OblIM 3aKPBITHI.
Ha Hux ObUIO HAPUCORAHO JIMLO, XENTHIMU I[JIa3aMH YCTAaBUBLIEECS B
TyMaH. bolic mpomomkan uATH, NBITasICh CTPSIXHYTh WUTIO3UIO TOTO, YTO
71a3a NOBEPHYJIUCh BCIIE 32 HUM.

CIEAYIOUIUE BOPOTA ObuTH OTKPBITHI, HO H300paXkeHue apa-
KOHa, CTO4LUEero Ha 3aJHUX Jlanax, HapuCOBaHHO€ Ha pacnaxHyTbIX
BHYTPh CTBOpKaX, M YTO-TO €lLle Ha 3TOoi 6OMbILIONH KapTHHE BHE3aAIHO
HanomHwIo boiicy o yynoBuine, coOpocuBlueM Ju4uHY Xblo Ae MaH10 B
3ane Kepaka. EMy cTano uHTepecHo, 4To OH HaileT 3a 9TUMU BOPOTaMU
— He B HUX JIK Bouies Xpio? — i OBICTPO MPOLIes MUMO.

TpeTbu BopoTa ObUTH 3aKpbIThl. Ha cTBOpkax 61ecTeno KoyibLo roiy-
6oro ceera. boiic BcTan mepea HUMU B HAaKaThIBalOLIEM TyMaHe U clie-
nan nryOOKuii BIOX.

Ot0 U 6bUIH HyXHble BOpoTa. Uepe3 HUX OH JOJDKeH BOMTH B 3aKOJi-
JIOBaHHbI rOpOJ U HAWTU OTBEThI HAa BOIPOCHI, KOTOpbIE 3aBeJH €ro TaxK
JlaNexo.

Bolic cyHyn pyky 3a nosic ¥ AOTPOHYJICA A0 €IMHCTBEHHOW BellM,
NPUHECEHHOR C coOOli M3 BHEUIHEro Mupa — MajleHbKUH, XOJOAHbIA
KpHCTaJUT, OTOPOCUBILIMIA HA CTEHY IayTUHY CBETa, KPHUCTALI, OTKPBIB-
muil npoeM Ins BXona B 3TOT MUp. TBepablii kameHb Bce ele Obll ¢
HHM, €r0 XOJIOJ MPOOUBAJICS Aaxxe uyepes ofexay. ITo Obljia eIUHCTBEH-
Hasl cBsI3b boiica ¢ TAMHCTBEHHOM! XEHIIMHOW — Oe3pIMAHHON U Oe3nu-
KOM, — a TaKe MOTepsSHHbIM [OI0M, KOTOPBIA OH MCKaJl TaK AOJIO.

Bo3MoXHO, CkOpO OH HaiJeT oTBeThbl. bokc moxHan pyky u cnabo
nocTy4ai B BopoTa. J[ofro HUKTO He oTBeva. 3ateM ronydas JBepb cO
CKPUIIOM OTKphLIACh.

[Tocnpimanack My3blka U 4eli-To 1anekuil cmex.
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Boiic pacnpaBui niaeuy v LIarHyn BHepes.
On Bomen B ['opox KongyHos.

IUVIABA VIII. [ep3kuii oneg

— CCOPA M3-3A Kepaka, — obbsicHan [wmneam, — npousolnia
Tosbko Mexy Koponem KonagyHoB u ero mpubmmkeHHbiMU. [IpocToii
HaApoJ, MaJo 4TO 3HaeT 00 TOM, Ja M 3HaTh He Xo4eT. Cpelu HUX Thl
B 6€30MacHOCTH — Hy, B TaKo# xke, kak ¥ 11000l Jpyroi nanoMHuk. B
obmeM, 6yas octopoxxeH, axo boiic. Yaauu.

Yenosek, MosIBUBLUMICA U3 OTKPBIBLIEHCS J1BEpY, MOATBEPAUI Ona-
cenus ['mnneama. 1o GBIT CMYTIIBIHA, MATEHBKHI YeJIOBEUEK C XUTPHIMU
rMa3aMu U NoBsa3koi Ha roniose. OH ofapun Boiica B3rnsaom b6eccTpact-
HOTO 6e3pa3NInius M YTO-TO MPOrOBOPHI BOIIPOCHUTENLHBIM TOHOM.

— Haiin, — cka3an boiic.

Crpax BOPOT KUBHYIN U oTolues. Boiic npurHyn rosioBy mojx HU3KUM
CBOZIOM U OKazaJicsi Ha TOPOACKOH ynuIe.

Vnuua Gbita y3koif, Mo o0enMM ee CTOpPOHaM BO3BBHILIAIUCH BBHICO-
KHe, y3kue JoMa. 3 BepXHHX OKOH, TaM M TYT, BUCENIU Pa3HOIBETHLIE
(donapu, a MmocToBas OblTa MOKPO# OT TyMaHa ¥ OTpaxkajia CBET JiaMil.
CrpaunHsiii roposi, nogymai boiic, B koTOpoM, KaxxeTcs, BCEraa TEMHO,
Jlaxe ¢ yueToM (poHapeii, OCBELAIOINX YITHIIBI.

Cyas 1o 3ByKaMm, JOHOCSIIIMMCS U3 OKOH, OH MOMNaJ Ha YJTHILY MY3bIKH
U Becenbd. B GonbLIMHCTBE, B OKHaX OBUIM cTeksia B JopMe aiMasoB,
HCKaXKaloIKe MPOUCXOsILee BHYTPH, HO boiic MenbKoM 3aMeydat naTHa
CMeIUaHHBIX [[BETOB M JABUTAIONIMECH TEJa, a TaKXe CIbIaj CMeX U
OLIYIIaJl 3amax BUHA, UYL U3 BceX OTKPBIThIX ABepeil. Kpome Toro,
OTTYyZla AOHOCHJIaCh CTpaHHasl, AMKas MY3blka, YyTh JIH HEBOJBHO 3a-
CTaBJAIOLIAs IIACATh.

JIrony Ha ynuuax ObUTH OYEHb pa3HBIMU. BhICOKHME, CBETIIbIE IO B
MOJIOCAThIX MAaHTHAX, Pa3BeBaroIUXCs NpH OBICTPOil Xonpbe, HU3EHb-
KM€ KpacHOKOXKHe, B TIopbaHax W obneraroileil ofexe, )KEeHIIMHBI ¢
abCoNIOTHO MPO3pavHOi ByaslblO HA MLAX, O0e3 pazbopa ynsibatouuecs
KOKIOMY IPOXOXKEMY, KEHIIHHbI ¢ KOXell LiBeTa IMOJUPOBAHHOIO Yep-
HOTO JiepeBa, HOCSILME ABYPYUHble MEYU M PACXaXXMBAIOLIME C BaXKHBIM
BUJIOM B aJIbIX TYHHKAX [MOCPEH YJIHLIBL.

boiic, BbICOKUH U CBETJIOBOJNOCHIA, B ronyboi HakuJke U TYyHHKE
C KpacHbIM KpecTOM, HU4YeM He Bbliensics B Tonme. be3 coMHeHus,
Ha ofiexJieé MHOTMX JPYTUX TOoXe ObUIM peMrio3Hble CUMBOJIBI, BO3-
MOXKHO, IPUHECEHHBIE CIOJ]a U3 MUPOB, TAKUX XKE HEU3BECTHBIX TYT, Kak
u 3ems.
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[Ipoxonis MUMO KOpPOTBHIIIKM B CEPBIX JIOXMOTBAX, KOTOPBIA HEC Ha
ieye nonocarbii OyMaxHslil ¢poHaph Ha ANMHHON manke, boiic xoc-
HYJICS €r0 PyKHU.

— Haiin? — cipocun oH.

Yenorek ynbIOHYNCS U KUBHYJ, MOKa3bIBas, [€ HY>KHO CBEpHYTh 3a
yron. Bolic nobnarogapun ero Ha aHmIMiickoM, YNBIOHYNCS cam cebe,
KO[Jla YCIblILad, KaKk HEBEpOATHO 3BYYMT 3HAKOMbIA A3bIK Ha 3TOMH
TYCKJIOH, BIIaXXHOH ynuue, U Nnoluen Jajiblue.

Ewie nBa pasa oH cipamiMBall AOPOTy: OAMH pa3 y >KEHUIMHBI C Mpay-
HBIM JIULIOM, POraThiM LIJIEMOM U OAETOMH B 3€JIEHYI0 MaHTHIO, NOAMETa-
IOLIEH 3eMITI0, a APYTOi — y YesloBeKa B Aocnexax, Yeil HarpyiHUK Cusiil,
KaK 3epkajlo B cBeTe pazHOUBeTHbIX ¢oHapeit. C TpeTbeil NONbITKU
Boiic Halen HyXHbIi Xpam.

Oto 6bUT0 GOMNBLIOE KAMEHHOE 37aHHe 0e3 OKOH, HEOCBELIEHHOE,
CTOsILIIEE B LIEHTPE MUIOLIAAX. YIHLBI C IIYMHOU, pa3HOLIBETHOH ToION
orubanu nnowans, Ho cam xpam Haiina npeGbiBan B cTporoit TUILMHE,
Jaxe cpeau Oyuiyowiero aroza.

bolic noaHsancs 1Mo cepbiM KaMEHHbIM CTYNEHbKAM M OCTaHOBMJICS
M0/ CBOAOM, YTOOBI B3MJIAHYTh Ha AJMHHBIA 32 ¢ MEpLAIOLIMMU CTe-
HaM¥ 4 C BO3BBbILIAIOIIMMHUCA APYT HAJ APYrOM psAJaMH ThICSY pa3HO-
LBETHBIX LIAPOB, CJI0BHO OyMaXkHble (JOHAPHU C FOPsILLIM BHYTPU OTHEM,
CTOSILMX Ha MOJKaX BAONb CTeH. TyT ObL1M U Apyrue JIIoAU, Takas ke
necTpas ToJma, Kak ¥ Ha ylule, Npoxoasdiuas uyepes 60nbluoi mycToit
3aJ1, HAMOJIHEHHBIN 1enoToM. Ecny TyT U BeMCh LIEPEMOHUHU B 4€CTh
Haiina, To OHR, O4EBUHO, €1ll€ HE HAYAJIUCh.

Bolic noluesn no 3any K nNpo3paiyHoil CTeHE B JanbHEM KoHue. I'ui-
JileaM FOBOPMJL, YTO TaM pacTeT Marnyeckoe aepeBo. Oka3anock, YTO 3TO
CTEKJISTHHOE AEepPEBO, BhIPAILICHHOE Ha lUNajlepax y XpyCTaJIbHON CTEHBI.
['po3au cBeTamxcs (PPyKTOB U APKUX LIBETOB CBUCAIH B Mpezaesiax J0-
CAraeMOCTHU MOKJIOHHUKOB.

Boiic ciokofiHO BBITAHYJ PyKy U MOTSAHYJ Kpy[blii rony6oit ¢pykr,
pasmepom U ¢popmoii HanoMuHaroui rpywy. CekyHay mioa Apoxain y
Hero B pyke, CJIOBHO OB )XKUBOM U YNpyru#, Kak yKpalieH!e U3 BbIAY-
TOTO CTeKJIa. 3aTeM pa3falcs TUXUH XJIONOK, U QPYKT UCUe3, OCTABUB B
nanoHu Boiica nuiib kammo roay06oit XXHUIKOCTH.

Krto-To pgoTponynca 1o ero pyku c3aad. OH ObICTpO pa3BepHyJCH.
Oto ObINa AeBylLKAa C KOPUYHEBOH KOXeil, 60COHOras, ¢ rojibIMu py-
KaM{ M HOTaMH, 30JI0TbIMU OpacjieTaMy Ha 3amsCThiX U JIOAbDKKAX, U
TOJICTBIM 30JIOTBIM KOJIbLIOM Ha LIee.

— HWnem, — ckazana oHa Ha cTapogpaHiLly3CKOM C MECTHbIM aKLEHTOM
¥ NOBeJIa ero 1o 3ajly kK 60KoBOii ABepH.
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OHM OKa3anuch Ha Jpyro# ysuie, BAONb KOTOPOW CHUAENU TUTaHT-
CKUE KaMEHHbIE JKUBOTHbIE, UX MOBEPXHOCTH MOOIECKUBAIA OT BJIaX-
HOTo TyMaHa.

Ha mesx y Hux Bucenu ¢oHapu, a MoJ KaMeHHbIMH OproxamH Xo-
JAJTY B CBETE KaYarolKXCs J1aMIt Jironu. JleByiika ¢ KOpUUHEBOH Koxel
’kecToM no3saia bolica 3a co6oit, 6sICTpo 1 GeclyMHO cllycTUNACh MO
CTyneHbkaM 60ChIMM HOTaMU H CJIMNACh C TOJIIOM.

C monbMu 66110 4TO-TO HE Tak. boiic He MOr ckas3arb, YTO HMEHHO,
HO BHJIEJI, KAK OHM C TPEBOroii OMIAABIBANNCH Yepe3 miedo. Ux memnor
cTan ucrepuyeckuM. MHOrna oHM MOAHMMAJIM TOJNIOBBI U BCMaTpHBa-
JHCh B TYMaHHOe He0o, U Bckope Bolic ycnblmman Haj rosoBoit TOHKUH,
MNPOH3UTENbHBIA BOH, OBICTPO 3arlylIMBLUMIA LUYM TOJNNbLI U CTAHOBS-
IIMicst BCE rpOMYE U FPOMUE.

370 O4eHb B3BOJIHOBaNO ToJLY. [TonHATEIE K HEOY JiMIa BHE3AIHO 10-
OnenHesn B HEYBEPEHHOM cBeTe (oHapeil. DXOM pa3Heccs THXHiA CTOH,
Ka3aloch, BETPOM 0ONETeBIIUH BCIO TOMMY, 3BYK, KOTOPBIi U3Hany BCe
moau Ha ynuue. Y 3areM, cl0BHO noa AefiCTBUEM 3aKJIMHAHUSA, TOJIA
Hauasa pacTeKaTbCsl B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

BAOJIb YJIMIIBI oTkpbiBaUCh ABEpH, NMpUHUMas moneil. Tam u
TYT KTO-TO HETEPNETHBO KOJNOTHJ B YK€ 3aKPbIBLIMECSH, THUXO B3bIBas
K TeM, KTO ycrnes BOiTH paHblue Hero. Hukto He kpuuan. bBoiicy noka-
3a710Cb, YTO Ha YNHULE HE OCTaJIOCh HUKOIO YK€ uepe3 CeKyHAy mnocie
[IEpBOTO BOIUIA HaJ MOJIOBOHA.

Spkas Tosma cnpATaiachk B KAMEHHBIX CTaTysX, MepLarouias, Biax-
Hasl yJTULia OIyCTeJia, He CYNTAas Naphl OTCTABIIUX, CTPAHHO ITOCMOTPEB-
KX Ha HenoapwkHoro boiica u Bckope mcuesHyBIUMX B Onyokaiiniem
yoexuiue.

Pa3panuce mnenku 60ChIX HOI' O KaMEHHYIO MOCTOBYI0. boiic omy-
ctun ronoBy. KopuuHeBas JeByliKa HETEPN2JIMBO Maxasa eMy pyKoil.

— Wnem, — HacToituuBo cka3zana oHa. — Mnem — Gpictpee. Bpemenu
coBceM Her!

OH HeyBepeHHO MoLLeN 3a Hell [0 BIAXHOMY KaMHIO. J[eByuiKy 3TO
He ycTpousio. OHa noxdexana Kk HeMy, CXBaTUJIa 3a PYKy U, BBIHYXKAas
6exarp, motauuia K IBEpU B OHO U3 KAMEHHBIX KUBOTHBIX.

— B uem peno? — crporo cnpocui boiic. — S He noHuMaro. ..

— Onu uayT, — oTBeTUNA AeByllka. — bricTpee! Crona — naBaii, noka
oHy He [obpanuch A0 3TOH ynuLb!

3ackpunenu ABepHbie NeTiu. BHyTpu 6bu10 TeMHO, U boiic BcnoMm-
HUJ IpefocTepexene TaHKkpeaa o TOM, YTO Hafio ObITH OCTOPOXKHBIM.
OH nokonebaincs, He 3Has, rae Oyaer 6e3onacHee: CHapY>Xu UK BHYTPU.
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3areM C yNuuBl Ha HEro JyHYN XOJIOAHBIA BeTep, U €ro Hakuika
3axJjionasna. ToT X004 oOxurai, Kak oroHs. M BMecTe ¢ HUM MpULIe
y’Kac — y»Kac 4 Takoe OTBpalleHue, kakoe boiic He UCIBIThIBAN C TOrO
MOMEHTa B TyMaHe, KOTia OH BIIEpBbIE OKa3ayics Ha TOi 3eMIie U ¢ Bep-
MIMHBI XONMa YBUJET TEMHYIO NPOLECCUIO, HAYUIYIO K TOPOICKUM BO-
poTaM 10 U3BUIUCTON TPOMMUHKE.

OTO TOYHO OBUIM OHU — T€, KTO MepeMeIlaIich Cpeay MepLAroLInX
OTHEeil, MO3BIKHBAIOLIUX KOJOKOJIBYMKOB U 0OJIaka TEMHOThI, MMJIO-
CTUBO CKPbIBABILMX MX U3 BUJA. Te, KTO XOAMIM, KaK JIFOAU Ha ABYyX HO-
rax, Ho He ABJISUIUCH JIFOAbMU — me, Koro bolic ofHa)X bl BUJIEN BMECTE C
XKEHUIMHOM, Yb€ UMS U JIUIO OH He MOT BCIIOMHHTb. .. HJTH BOBCE 3a0bL.

Korna on nonyman o Hux, k Hemy BepHyjach npexHss TouHora. OH
OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICS U, CNIOTHIKASCh, CIYCTHIICS 110 TPEM CTyNEHbKaM,
CXBaTHBILUKUCH, YTOOBI HE YIIacTh, 3@ IBEPb, KOTOPYIO Jepxana s Hero
JeByuika. boiica cunbHo Tpscio. Ilepen Tem, kak 1Bepb 3aXJIONHYACh,
OH OLIYTHJI OOXUTAIOIIKI XOJIOA, HECYLIMHCS MO yJMLe, U yCJbIa
HepBbIe, €1Ba CJIbILIHbIE TO3BIKMBAHUS KOJIOKOIBYHUKOB. A MPOH3UTEIb-
HbLi BO#i ¢ Heba 3a3BeHer B yllax, CBOJASA C yMa, U OT HEro HEBO3MOXHO
OBLIO CHIPATATHCS.

JiBepb ocTaBuia OONBUIYIO YAaCTh 3BYKOB 3a c000ii. CTano TeMHO, HO
KTO-TO Kpenko B3s1 boiica 3a 1okoTb U OBICTPO NPOBEJ 10 HEBUAUMOMY
3ainy, uuienast 60CbIMH HOTaMH MO MOIY.

Kaxkyro orcenwyuny s npecnedyro, cipocun cebds boiic, koeda s 3nato o
Hell MONbKo Mo, Ymo oHa c80600Ho xoouna ¢ Humu?

— Koponpe cHoBa npusBan Mx, — ckasana [eByllKa BO3/€ HEro U3
TEMHOTBI, FOBOPsI CO CTPAHHBIM MECTHbIM aKUEHTOM. — JIOMKHO ObITb,
HBIHYE I0J] HaBecaMU MPOMCXOMAT CTpaHHbIe coObiTUsA. [To ciyxawm,
JIOpZIbI HalaJIi Ha 3aMOK B ropax, KOTOPBIA MHOTAA BUJHO U3-3a HAILMX
CTEH.

3HauuT, 34ech OblTa CBA3b, MogyMan boiic. BoaMoxxHO, MO3auka, Ha-
KOHEll, HayaJla CKJIaIbIBaThCsl, K BCKOPE €ro pojib CTaHET ACHA.

JlBepsb nepea HUM OTKpbLIach, OTTYA MOABUIICS CBET C bIMOM, U 0-
CJIBILIANIMCE rojioca. JleByIika 3aBena ero BHyTpb.

Cuavana Boiic yBuaen namity, BUCSLLYIO B LIEHTpE MOTOJIKA HaJ 60/b-
wuM ctosioM. Ha crone 3ambicnoBaTbiM 00pa3oM Nexano MHOXKECTBO
¢uiek, — SBHO LIJIa Kakas-To urpa. Haj cToioM corHynock KoabLo Jito-
Jeid, TUIa KOTOpbIX ObUIM B TEHM M3-3a TOTO, 4TO JiaMIla CBeTHJIa UM B
3aThUIKH.

OnuH u3 HUX 3acMmestiics U crped ¢puikyu. Ouuiky ObITH pe3HBIMH,
MOXOAMJIM Ha IaxMaTHble (GHUrypbl, yKpalleHHbIE AParoleHHbIMU KaM-
HSMH, U KaXKaas U3aBaia pa3idyHblii 3ByK, KOrJja MrpoKU npuKacaiuch
K HUM.

58



Kornma aBepb OTKpbUIaCh, MOCHBILIANCA HEOBOJIBHbBIN IIENOT, JIOAU
TIOJIHAJIY TOJIOBBI.

— Yenoek u3 xpama Haiina, — 06bsBMIIa IeBY1IKA.

— Trl ono3aan, — cka3ajia OluH U3 UrpokoB. — Thl MpuHec, yTo oberan?

— Jla He TpaTb Ha HEro BpeMsi, — arpeCCUBHO MpU3BaJl KTO-TO. — OH
M TaK 3acTaBWJ Hac J0Jro xjark. Ero pacckasbl, HaBepHO€, C CaMOro
Hayana 6L JIoXKbI0. [0BOpPIO Tebe — He TpaTh Ha HEro BpeMms.

Boiic 6ecrioMOIHO TOCMOTpET Ha UTPOKOB. I iieam 06 3ToM HUYEro
He roBopui. OT yCcTajnoCTH KPEeCTOHOCEL, €/1Ba LIEBEINI SI3bIKOM U, O4e-
BUJIHO, HE CMOT BCIIOMHUTHL MHOTOTO. HaBepHOe, 370 OH Toxe 3a0bL1.

Bunumo, I'inneam npUTBOPSUICH, YTO NpPOJAET CEKpeThbl 0OOpPOHBI
3aMKa, cwibl TaHkpeaa WM YTO-TO elle, YyTo Kynuau Obl nopabl To-
pona. boiic mouyyBcTROBaJI NPUJIMB THEBa M cTpaxa. CaM npuas B 3Ty
JIOBYLIKY, OH ONpEJENEHHO CUIBbHO pHCKOBal, Oyayuu 6Ge30pykHbIM U
HEMOJrOTORJIEHHbIM.

b1 ToNbko 0AKMH BapuaHT. bolic moaowien k cToay BHICOKOMEPHBIM,
LIMPOKHM H1aroM U yapuil Mo CTOy TaK, YTO Bce QUIIKY NOANPHITHYH
U 3a3BEHENU.

— Bo ums 6oros! — B3peBen oH, kak ['umieam. — Bel Bo3bMeTe, 4TO 4
Jlato, U eule ckaxxeTe MHe crnacubo!

Hapn ctonom nmponeccs cepautsiit wenot. [1o nnuroynomy nosy npo-
cKpeOJId HOXKH CTyJIa, ONMH YeJIOBEK BCTal U OPOCUI Ha CTON TO, 4TO
nepxan. OHo, 3BsKasi, IPOKATUIIOCh 110 UFPOBOMY MOJIIO.

— Jlns mpenarens Thl pa3roBapvBaellb CITMLIKOM AEP3KO, — 3aMETHI
3TOT YeNOBeK.

Cyas no ronocy, oH ObL1 JOBOJBHO MONOA, HAa HeM Oblia KoJbuyra,
JOXOASLIAs 0 JIOABDKEK, pa3pe3aHHas ¢ 00enx OOKOB 10 KOJIEH Tak, 4TO
ObUIM BUJHBI KpacHbIe KOXKaHbIE Calord U KpacHele wraHsl. Ha nosce
Yy HEro BHCEJO [Ba JUIMHHBIX KUHXKaNa, a LUMPOKUE MO YKpalueHHOH
nepbAMU LLIANBI OTOpachIBalIM TEHD Ha [Jla3a.

— ITo3xe MBI Cpa3uMCs, €CJTH Thl BCE €lIe XO4ellb 3TOro. A Tenepb Thl
BblJallib HAaM CBEJIEHUs, JaKe €CH HaM IPUAETCs BbIpBaTh UX U3 TeOs
cuioif. — YenoBek 006Ben cTon rmiazaMu. — MHOTHe M3 Hac Mpeanowiu
651 BTopoii BapuaHT. J]a u 1 Toxe. — OH 3acMessICs M MOJIOKIJT JIAZOHH
Ha PYKOATKH KHHXAJOB.

OnviH U3 ApyTuX, HU3KHUIA YeJIoBeK C LIMPOKUMH TJIeYaMH U OTHEHHO
PBDKHMH BOJIOCAMHU BCKOYMJT HA HOTM M OTKUHYJT (DHOJIETOBYIO HAKUAKY,
NOKa3blBas AJMHHBIA KHYT ¢ 3a3yOpuHaMu, 0OepHYTBIN, Kak peMeHb,
BOKpYT €ro TOJICTOM TaIuH.

— [ToueMy MblI, BoOOLIE, HOMDKHBI IUIATUTH 3TOMY MCY 3a CEKPeThI? —
HAcTOWYMBO CPOCU OH HEOXKUJJAHHO TOHKUM rosiocoM. — 51 3Haro, Kak
3aCTaBUTH €r0 3aBBITh! MBHI. ..
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CenoBonocklit yenoBek B Oenoil MeEXOBOH HaKHJKE MPUMUPHUTENBHO
HOAHAT PYKY.

— Jlpy3bs, Apy3bs, naBaiite nomonuuM! I1ycTb OH BbICKaXeTCs.

—IlycTh OH COBpET, X04eLIb CKa3aThk, — YIPIOMO ckazall pebxHid. — [To-
clefHuil pa3, Koraa Mbl BCTpEYalliCh C HUM M €ro JIpyroM, oHu noode-
wanu HaM Kepak Ha 6arofeuxe ¢ roiy6oii kaeMo4Koii, a NOTOM UX cief
OpPOCTBUL. MBI y)Xe 3allaTUiIM UM 32 CEKpPEThl, KOTOpble OHW HaM HU-
KOLJa HE PacCcKaxyT. YIUBUTEIbHO, KaK OBICTPO OHH UCUE3AIOT, CTOUT
cepebpy nmonacth UM B pPyKH. A Tenepb OH NPUXOIAUT OJMH U pa3roBapu-
BaeT HaIMEHHO, kak J[>xamaii. OTKyna Mbl 3HaeM, rae Bropoi? [Ipomaer
Te e CeKpeThl KOMY-TO Apyromy, kto nodepercs no [xamas paHbiue
— BOT 4TO s AyMato. 51 Bce ckazal. A Tenepb JenaiTe ¢ HUM, YTO XOTHTE.
S cuuraro — ero HajO YOUTE.

—BOJIBIIE BCEI'O roBoput TOT, KOMY HEYero ckasarb, — [ipe3pu-
TeNnbHO paccMestiicst boiic. — Sl BepHysncs crona — paszBe 3TO HE AOKa3bl-
BAET, YTO MHE MOXXHO JOBEPATH?

OH 3aman Tot xe Bonpoc camomy cebe. [To-Bunumomy, ['unneam u
[ondpu umenu feno ¢ ATUMU JIFOABMH Kak pa3 nepel TeM, Kak uX cxBa-
tun JDxamait. M, HaBepHOe, 3TO ocTanochk B cekpete, uHaue bolic He
Ob11 ObI celiyac B ONacHOCTH M3-3a TOro, YTo nponajn 6e3 npu4uHbl. OH
OTYAssHHO MBITAJCA MOHATH, KAKHE CEKPEThl COOUpAJICS paccKazaTh UM
['unneam. Ecnu 661 OH TOMBKO MOT cHavana Hajitu Iondpu.

— XBarut 6onTarh, JOBOJALHO! — 3aKpU4all pbKEBONOCHIA. — S xouy
oreeta! Trl mpoBeeLIs HAC MO TAHHOMY ITYTH, O KOTOPOM F'OBOPUJI, HITH
HeT, nec? S 3amnatui 3a 3To ¥ Tpedylo, YToObI Thl Ciepxkal coBo. Thl
rotoB BraiiHe npoBecTy Hac B Kepak, koraa Hatl X031MH AacT 3Hak?

— Jla! — 6e3paccynno Beimanun boiic.

Cupsiue 3a CTONOM 3aTauiii JiblXaHue. 3aTeM CEeA0BONOCHIH BbINpsi-
MUJICS Ha cTyne U ynbloHyncsa. Ero nuuo Obu1o B TeHU, Kak UM Y Bcex
OCTaNbHBIX, HO boiic yBHEN Ha HEM TUKOBaHHE.

— OTnu4yHoO, — cKaza ceaoBoJiochlii. — OtnuyHo. Torna... Mbl roToBbI!

— Tyt Mbl 164 noanoBunu! — nocmorpeB Ha boiica, 3ameTun pbl-
xuit. — Tol He oxuaan storo. Ho Hy)XHO BbICTyNaTh, U NOOBICTpeE, Kak
TONIBKO YJIHLIbI OYUCTATCA.

OH HEBONBHO B3IVISHYJ Ha JIBEPb, ¥ HAa €ro KPacCHOM JIMLE NOSBUIACh
TeHb YUCTOIO OTBpPALECHUS.

Yenosek B Oenoii onexxae BeTan u3-3a cTona.

— Meanuth Henb3s, — CKazajl OH, — HHavye LIMHOHBI JXamas MoryT
pacckasaTh €My O HallleM IUIaHe. A Jenark Mbl OyZ1eM BOT 4TO...

bolic He cnywan. OH 3Han, YTO HE CMOXET MPOBECTH MX B 3aMOK.
Jlaxxe ecyiu OH 3axoTen Obl CTaTh MpeJaresieM, OH He 3Hal HU O KaKux
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TaliHBIX Tpomax, Beaymux B Kepak, ecnu TakoBble BOOOIIE CYHIECTBO-
Banu. K Tomy >xe, mokunark ['opo He BXOAWIIO B €ro HESCHBIH IJIaH,
C YYETOM TOrO, YTO OH TOJILKO 4TO Moman ctoga. Kpome storo, Hy>HO
6b110 ciacti ['oagpu. A eie... OH HUKAaK He NPUOTU3MICS K JeByLlIKe
B XEJIE3HOI KOpOHe.

—Ilopoxaure, — pe3ko ckasaj OH.

JIronu Bokpyr cTona yxe ObLIM Ha HOrax, 3aTrMBaiy nosca u ¢ xa-
POM NeperoBapuBainCh JpYr C JPyTrOM.

OHU BeDKHJAIOLIE NOBEPHYIHUCH K Boiicy, a UX mas3a noJo3pUTenbHo
3abnecTeny B TEMHOTE.

— Tax Mbl He HOroBapUBaIUCh, — cka3all boiic. — Bbl ciauikoM maiio
MHeE 3af1aTUiIH, 4ToObl 51 Tak pUcKoBasl. MHe HYXHO eLlue.

— Tebe 10CTaTOYHO 3aMaTUIIM eLle B NIepBblil pa3, — CepAUTO OTBETHI
pobxuid. — ThI. ..

— Y MeHs He Oyznet xo3suHa, korna Kepak nazget, — Haro oObsICHUII
boiic. - MHe npuaeTcs kak-To BbDKUBATh OAHOMY. [ 3TOro MHE MoHa-
nodurcs donblie cepedpa.

B TeHu 3acmessics KTO-TO, KTO Npexe He MPOM3HEC HU CJIOBa.

— OH npepaet cBoero xo3sAMHa 3a AeHbIu U Tpebyer Oosblie, IoTOMYy
4TO OKaKeTCst 63 Hero, — 3aMEeTUJI HOBbIH ronoc. — A OH MHE HpaBHUTCA,
napHu!

Boiicy mokasanock, 4To B 3TOM ronoce ObIJI0 YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE, 0CO-
6eHHO B cTpaHHOM cMexe. [1o3xke — eciu TyT ObL10 Takoe MOHATHE — OH
nomneiTaercs BcnoMHUTh. Ho ceityac y Hero He ObU10O Ha 3TO BpEMEHH.

— MHe Hy»HO 6oMblue IeHer, WK A HUKYJa He MO0iLy, — ynpsiMo cKa-
3an boiic.

Prokuit BbIpyrajcs Ha KakoM-TO CTPaHHOM SA3bIKE, CJIOBHO CO3JaH-
HOM Jy1d pyrarenbcTB. OH HEOXOTHO B35l C flosAca Tyro HabuThlii MOHe-
TaMM KoulIesieK 1 6pocu ero Ha CToI.

— Bor, nec. Kynumib cebe HOBOro xo3sivHa.

— Otoro mano! — boiic yXMbuUIbHYNICS U3-10J] HOBBIX ycoB. — C Ta-
KUMH nojaykamu s Obut Obl He styyliue Tebs!

PbDiuii NOnoXxun BECHYLIYATYIO Jlany Ha nosc-kKHYT. OH 4TO-TO Npo-
pbIyal Ha CBoeM DOroXyNbHOM sA3blke, U Bojicy Ha cekyHay nokasanoch,
YTO JpaKka Ha4HeTcs NpsAMO 3Jech U ceityac. Ho peruanue ctuxiio. Pei-
XU MpavHO CTUCHYI 3yObl, B35 €Lle OUH KOlleneKk U 6pocit psaom
C NEpBbIM.

— Ichl cTanu o4eHb XXKaAHbIMH, — IPOBOPYAJ OH. — A TemNepb...

[Mo3zaHo. OHU HyXJaNcCh B HEM CIMLIKOM CHIbHO. bolic cobupancs
NPOBOLMPOBATH UX U JAJIbLIE, IOKA HE MOSBUTCS BO3MOXHOCTh COEXATh.
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— C neHpramu uinu 6e3, — BHE3aNHO NMPOKpPUYAI OH, — 5§ HE NMOBEAY B
Kepak Te6s, pepxuii! Ter ocTanemscs B [opone, nHaue cuenke KOHeI.
MHe HauMHaeT He HPaBUTHLCS LBET TBOMX BOJIOC.

TJIABA IX. Bezcmeo no eooe

B TUHINHE, BbI3BaHHOW U3YMJIEHUEM, TUXO 3acMeEsJICsi MONOAOH
4eJIOBEK B KOJIbYYTE.

— Pa3Be Bbl He BUaUTE? — cripocun oH. — [lapeHb nbiTaeTcs Hac nocco-
puth. OH B IpUHLIUIE HUKYAA He coOnpaeTcs Hac BecTu!

CekyH/ly HUKTO HE LUEBEJIUIICS. 3aTeM CE0BOJIOCHIN CO CMOKOMHbBIM
JIMLIOM OTKMHYJI C OIHOI'O Mjieya HaKUAKY.

— ymato... — TUXO cka3an oH. — Jlymaro, eMy Jlyuilie yMepeTb.

B nomelneHun Bce ObICTPO, COMIACOBaHHO 3aBUranuch, boiic ycibl-
aJj 3ByK, KOTOpPbI HUKOIJA MpeXJe He Cibliual — CTpaHHbIA MeTan-
auueckuil 3ByK, NpoHecwuiica no Tonne. Ero nznanu Meuun, onHoBpe-
MEHHO BBITAllleHHbIE U3 HOXEH.

TeHu BHe3aHO OXMIIH, OOHaXKEHHbIE Meuy 3acBepkasy. Pyka Boiica
pBaHysach K IOsACY, U JIETKHIi M€Y, KOTOPBIA Janu eMy KpeCTOHOCLbI,
caM npeITHYN B pyKy. Ho 3To Obu1 He Maruueckuit mey. Xopouiui,
OCTpBIii, MeanbHO cOallaHCUPOBaHHBIA Med, HO ceituac Boiicy npu-
JleTcs cpaxarbcs OAHOMY, O6e3 Maruu TaHkpeaa, AepiKallero pyKosTKy
Me4a CBOEil Maruem.

PuDKuil ApoCTHO 3a0pan BO BCE ropilo, €ro pyka pBaHyjachk K MOsACy.
Paznancsa pBywuiics 3ByK, KOrja OH pasMoTal KHYT, IOX0XHI Ha 3Met0
¢ KJIbIKaMH 1o 60Kam, U TOT ONUcall B BO3AyXE AYyTY.

— A Teneps, nec — MOBOH [T CBOero xo3suHa! — Pebkuit npocro 3a-
JBIXalics OT SPOCTH.

KHxyT npocBucre B Bo3ayxe, U boiic Ha MTHOBeHUE Npe/ICTaBmI1 CBOE
JIMLO, PaCCEYEHHOE /10 KOCTH.

OH oTcKouuI, HalllapuBas pyKaMH ABepb, Hallel ee, Kak pa3 Koraa
KHYT MPOJIETe]] MUMO €ro LIEK TakK OJK3KO0, YTO MOPbIB BO3yXa IOTpe-
aJl ero ycbl, U OH yCIbILIaA 3M00HBIH CBUCT 3a3yOpHH, KOTOPBIMH ObLI
yCesiH KOHEL| KHYTa.

JIBepb Oka3zanach 3aneprToi.

Bolic ycnblman, kak KHYT 3aJel MOJ Yy ero HOr ¢ MEeTaJNTIM4eCKUM
CKPEXETOM 3BEHALIMX 3a3yOpHH. Ychabllian sipoCTHOE, MPEPLIBUCTOE
JbIXaHWe PbIKEro, yBUJEI, KaK TOT cAean uar Ha3aj U pacCcTaBulI TOJ-
CTbl€ HOTH AJIsl BTOPOil MOMNBITKU. Boic 3aMeTHs 3a pbDKUM HEPBHOE
nobneckMBaHUe Medeid, — OCTallbHble HAIPSKEHHO MOJOLUIY TOOIIKe,
Ha Clly4aii €Cjii KHYT NOABEIET CHOBA.
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Boiic yBuen, 4To MONoAo# YeJoBeK B KOJIBYYTe C KHHXKAJIOM, JUTUHOR
C KOpOTKMH Med, B K&XI0U pyke, Jierko obolien BOKpyr c¢Tona, Oyaro
JeTeN, a He XOUII, — BCE ero TeJIO ABUTaIOCh TakK e 'MOKO, KaKk U KHYT.

3arem nneTh cHOBa 3amesna. Kak 3Mest oHa BBITHYJIaCh Hazaj H, Kas3a-
J0Ch, Ha OJHO HaNpsDKEHHOE MTHOBEHHE MOBUCIIA B BO3JlyXe. 3alsCThe
PBDKEro AepHYNOCh, M KHYT ¢ 3a3yOpHHaMU pBaHYJCS BHEpEN.

Ha 1ot pa3 Boiic Hukak He Mor yBepHYTbcsa. OH CTOs1 COMHOM K
3a1nepToil ABepH, a NapeHb B KOJIbUYre 3aropoiuil €AUMHCTBEHHbBIH Y-
ro# BeixoJ. OH MO4YyBCTBOBaN, KaKk B 0OXXUJAHUU Yapa 3TOro y»KacHOro
KHYTa y HEro MO KOXe [OTOJI3/IA MypaLUKy, H HOHSI, YTO HAAEXKIBI yiKe
He ocTanock. [Tpuxitouenme, HauaBieecs ¢ NOTepel rojga, 3aKOHYUTCA
B 3TOi KOMHaTe, KOra eMy CepyT KOXY C KOCTeH, 1 OH Tak He y3HaeT
OTBETbI Ha My4aBlUME ero BONPOCHI.

B nocneaHee MrHoBeHue nepes TeM, Kak MIeTh HaCTUIIIA Lienb, boiic
SICHO YBUJEJ CLICHY, KOTOPYIO Mpex[ie TOMHUI O4eHb CMyTHO. OH yBU-
JieNl IeBYIIKYy B KOPOHE, CTOSIIIYIO y OKHa, TAKOro e HM3SIIHOro, Kak
CHE)XMHKa. 3aTeM OHa MOBepHYJach U B3MIsAHYJa HA HEro yepes Iieyo.
Boiic BcmomHun ee rasa, ropsuiye GpuoneToBbIM OrHeM, Oeyto ynbloKy
U TeMHo-ajble ryObl. YBUAEN Bce BENMKONEMUE M OMAacCHOCTb ITOrO
MOUTH 3a0bITOrO JHLA.

M B 310 BpeMs, B MTHOBEHHE CMEPTENbHON yrpo3bl, B pasyme boiica
BCIUIBUIO OAHO MMsA. OH He MOHAJ, MPOLUENTAN JIA OH 3TO UMs BCIyX
WJIH TOJIBKO NOAYMaJl. DTO HE UMEJIO HUKAKoro 3HayeHHs. Ceiiuac HUUTO
HE MMEJO 3Ha4YEHUA — JaXKe TO, YTO OH, HAKOHel], IPOU3HEC €€ UMSl.

— Hpara! — co cTpacTbio 1 B OTHasHUY CKka3all OH caM cebe. — Mpara.

U 3aTem kHYT pUHYJCs Ha HEro.

B nanbHeM KOHILlE KOMHAThI pa3jajics cMexX — 3HakoMblil cmex. U ps-
JoM ¢ coboli, OIHOBPEMEHHO C TeM, kak Boic yBHIeNn KOHUMK IUIETH,
JETAIIMA eMy MPAMO B I1a3a, OH BHE3AMHO YCIbIlIal THXHHA CTYK.

YT0-TO NMPOMENBKHYIO MMUMO €ro juua. boiic npuroTosuiics x yaapy
kHyTa. EMy norpe6oBanack nonis cekyHAbl, 4TOObI MOHATh, YTO yAapa
He Oynet. OLienoMIeHHbII OT pacTepSHHOCTH Y YAUBIEHUs, OH LIArHyJ
BITPABO, YCIbIIAB 3BOH Y NPOTHBOIOJIMKHON CTEHBI.

Ha nony nepen Boiicom nexan pa3pyOneHHbIR KHYT. A JTMHHBIHA
KWH)XXaJl, OTPaXalOWMK SpKUii CBET NaMIibl, ¢ XapaKTEPHbIM 3BYKOM
ynan Ha nautky. Kunxan, npomMenskHyBUIME Mepeq [a3amy U paspe-
3aBLIMIA KHYT I10M10J1aM.

Boiic noBepHy” roioBy M yBUAEN PsAIOM MOJOOIO Y€NOBeKa B KOJb-
qyre, B HOAHATONH pyKe y HEro ObUT BTOPOi KWHXKaJI.

— Jlaii MHe HOX, — NOBEJIMTENBHO cka3all roHoula bolicy. — Beictpee!
A 3TOT 1 KMHY B TOI'O, KTO IOLIEBENUTHCA NepBbIM!
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Boiic MammHanEHO HArHYJCS M NMOIAHSAN KMHXXaJ, cnaciuuii ero. He
CBOJZIS IV1a3 C TOJMBI, MOJIOZIOH BCJIEMYIO Halfynal pykoatky. Kunxain,
Ka3aJloch, CaM MpBIFHYJ K HEMY B JIaIOHb, TAK MAaCTEPCKU OH €ro B3sl.
OnHOBpEMEHHO FOHOIIA JIepHYJl YKPALIEHHOH NMepbsiMH IOJIOBOM B CTO-
POHY ABEpU 3a HUM.

— Tel nepBeIit, — cka3an oH. — bricTpee! Hapyxy!

Bce elije CUIIKOM yAUBIEHHBIH, YTOOBI CIOPUTH, bolic MpoTHCHYNCS
MeX/ly CTeHOM ¥ BOMHOM B KONB4yTe, U gobpaincs 1o asepu. Mononoi
HOCIIEI0BANl 32 HUM, He OMyCKas CMEPTOHOCHBIX METaTelIbHBIX HOXeEH.
[MonoxeHue ero ruOKoro Tena ObUIO TaKUM JX€ YIPOXKAIOLIUM, KaK U Yy
HoXeill. Bolicy mokazanoch, 4To NapeHs B KOJIBYyTe CMEETCsI, XOTs OH He
BUIETT €ro JIMLA.

Ha cekyHay OCTaHOBMBLUKCH B JBEPHOM MPOXOJE, MOJOAOH BOMH
ObICTpO 0OBeN B3MAAOM KOMHaTy. OOHaXeHHbIe Me4U 3a1pOoXKaiy Npu
CBeTe Kavarolleiics JaMIibl, Koraa pa3bspeHHas ToNna CKIOHWIAch Haj,
CTOJIOM, HO HUKTO He TIOCMeJ CAenaTh war K ABepH. I na3a 3aropopuiu-
KOB CBEPKAaJIM KPaCHBIMH YTOJIbKAMH B CYMPauHOM [OMEILEHHH.

IIAPEHb B KOJIBUYTE rpomko 3acmessics. 3atreM ObICTPBIM
JBYDKEHHEM OH TMOAHAN 00yTylo B Canor HOTYy M MOJ B3MIAAOM paccep-
JKEHHBIX JIIOAEH nepeBepHys cton. boiic, mo4yBCTBOBaB a3apT B €ro
JMKYIOLIEM CMeXe, BHEe3alTHO OXKHMJ1 M BBICYHYJICS U3-3a CIIMHBI CBOEro
cnacutens B koJsuyre. OTKJOHMBIUUCH B CTOPOHY U BBITSHYB PYKY C
JUIMHHBIM MedoM, boiic pa3pyOun uens, aepxaluyro namity.

Ona rpoxHynach Ha najarowuii cron. Pazpancs aukuii 380H My3bl-
KaJIbHBIX (UIIEK, CKaThIBAIOIMXCA C UTPOBOro ctona. CBET BCHBIXHYI
u norac. KomHaTy n pasbspeHHble JMLa N04eH BHYTPU MOMMOTHUIA
TEMHOTa.

— Xopomas paboTa, — 3acMesiics apeHb U3-3a Mieya.

JlBephb 3a HUMU 3aXJIOMHYJIACh.

— bexxum! Croga! — kpukHys OH W ToskHYN Bolica okTeM, He BbIny-
CKasi KMHXKasa u3 pyKH.

Onu 6exanu B KpOMELUHOH TEMHOTE MO ryjakoMy kopuaopy. C3aau,
13-3a 3aKpBITOH JBEpH, AOHOCUICA GecrniopanouHblii wyM. 3atem boiic
yYBHIEN BIEpeau CBET U MOHs, YTO OHU OeryT MO LIMPOKOMY MOA3EM-
HOMY nupcy, ¢ 06eux CTOpPOH KoToporo 6bu1a uepHas Boja. B ToT xe
caMblii MOMEHT, ABEpb 3@ HUMM pacnaxHynach, ¥ KpUKHU npecnenoBare-
neil, cpa3y CTaBlIUE FPOMYE, 9XOM Pa3HECIUCh IO TEMHOMY KOPUAODY.

— Tam noxka, — 3aabIxXasch, BLIKPUKHYN cyTHUK boiica. — B koHue
nupca — osicTpee!

TonoT ux HOr HaloOMHUHAI IPOM, [OKa OHM Oexanu Mo cTapbiM HOo-
ckaM. KTo-To 32 HUMH MPOMKO KPHUKHYJ1, YTO-TO MPOCBUCTENIO MUMO yXa
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boiica. Ctpena nonana B nupc Bhepeay U 3aBudpuponana co cneuudu-
4eCKUM 3BYKOM.

Horu npecnenopareneii y>xe cTyyaly 0 JOCKaM, TEMHOE IOA3EMHOE
NOMEILEHHE HANONHIIOCH SXOM TOMOTAa THKENBIX CanoroB, bapabaHs-
KX [0 AEPEBIHHOMY HACTUILY, M KpUKaMHU paccepeHHbIX moaeit. Te-
TUBA Nponena cHoBa, MuMo bolica mpocsucTena eue ogHa crpena. boiic
OIJISTHYJICSL.

Pbpkuii ObI TIEPBBIM Cpelid NpeciiefioBaTeneil, ero gpuoneToBas Ha-
KHJIKa pa3BeBaiach Ha redax. OH pasMaxuBall 0OpbIBKOM 0OpyOneH-
HOTO KHyTa — BCE ellle 0YeHb Cephe3HOoro opyxus. OcranbHbie Oexanu
3a pbDKMM OECTOpSJOYHOM TONIOM; B CBETE JIaMIl, BUCALIMX BIOJb
KpaeB NMpCa, MEPLAIH MEYH.

Cpeau kpukoB, boiic paznnyun 3HakoMbli pazapaxaromuii cmex. OH
Ob! BCTIOMHUJI, Yel 3TO rosoc, eciu Obl y Hero NosiBUIOCH XOTh CEKYHA
CBOOOIHOTO BpEMEHU... OH Obl elle pa3 noayman o 6e3bIMIHHON ae-
BYIIKE B KOPOHE, MOCJE TaKOro UIMHHOTO, JUIMHHOIO Mepuoza 3abbiB-
4yuBOCTU. Ho no3xe, noxxe — He celfyac.

CnyTHuk Bolica BcTan Ha KONEHO B KOHLE Nupca, 4yTobbl OTBA3aTh
noxaky. OH noaHaAJ royoBy, koraa boiic, 3aapixasce, noadexan kK Kpato
BOJIbI.

— BeicTpee! — npokpuyas napeHs B konpuyre. — Mel yeneem! ... — M
TYT €ro B3[VIs[ OCTAHOBUJICS Ha 4eM-TO 3a BoiicoM, OH BCKOUMII Ha HOTH
u pe3ko aobasui. — beperucs! C3aau!

Boiic pasBepHyncs. Peikuil 0CTaHOBUIICS Ha HEKOTOPOM PacCTOSTHUH
1 yxe 3aMaxuBancs kHytoM. HecMoTps Ha To, 4TO MiieTh cTasa Kopoue,
ee CMEpPTOHOCHOCTb MOYTH He yOaBuinach. Boiic mpucen Ha KojeHo,
YBEPTHIBASCH OT CTPALIHOTO FOPU3OHTANIBHOIO yJapa KHYTa, yCablan
HaJ| FOJIOBOH CBHCT M M30 BCEX CHJI OPOCHIICS Ha PBIKETO.

[1neuo Boiica nonano Tomy B rpyib, OH yCibllliall, Kak 43 ropJsa Bpara
BBIPBAJICA CAABJICHHBIN XPUII, U TTOYYBCTBOBA, KaK TEJIO Ha4aslo najaaTh
0T MOLUHOro ToN4Ka. Bee cimyuynnocs oueHs 6bicTpo. K ToMy MOMeEHTY,
KaK pbDKHiA nokatuics no nanyoe, boiic yxxe ycnen noaHATbCS Ha HOTH.

OH cXBaTHJI Me4, KOTOPbIi BBIPOHWI NpU OpOCKE U, pacnpsMIIssACh,
3aMeTUJI, Kak MeJIbKHYJ KpacHBIH canor cBoero chnyTHHka. boiic moa-
HsJI FOJIOBY U yCIen YBUAETb, KaK TOT PaJlOCTHO MpPBIraeT K yMnaBLIEMY,
JIBOX/bI MMHAET €0 B JINLIO U eIlle OJHUM yAapOM HOTH CTaJIKMBaeT 6e3-
JBIXaHHOE TEJIO B UEPHYIO BOZAY.

3arem bBolic crycTuiacs no KOpOTKO# NECTHULE K JOJKE, — MEpBble
npecnefoBareny 6bUTH yxxe coBceM Onusko. Uepes miedo oH yBuzesn,
KaK CBepKHY/H KpacHble OOTHHKM U cepeOpucTas KoJb4yra, U napeHb B
OpoHe 3anpbIrHyi B JOAKY NepBbIM. bolic oqHMM B3MaxoM Meya nepe-
pe3aJ BepeBKY, KpEMUBLIYIO JIOAKY K MUPCY.
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Kax Tonbko jofka crana cBoOomHO#, Boiic TyT >ke mouyBcTBOBaN
TONMYOK BHEpel, U MUPC OCTAICS MO03aqH, CJIOBHO BMEIIANach Marus.
Jlonxa 6bina o4eHb HU3KOH, JUIMHOHW 4yTh GoJbIIe TPeOHOI HUTIONKH.
BeikpallueHHas B YepHBIil LIBET, OHa CIMBaJach C IOBEPXHOCTHIO BOABI,
¥ CO CTOPOHBI, HaBEepHOE, BRINIAAENO TaK, Oyaro boiic ¢ BouHOM B Kpac-
HBIX carorax IpocTo NapsT Haj BOLOM.

Kaxkast Ob1 cui1a HY IPUBOAMIIA JTOAKY B IBH)KEHME, OHA Obl1a HEBUAHU-
Moit. Bo3MoXHO, ABUraTens Bce-Takh UMeNICs, HO He OBLIO HU 3BYKa, HH
BUOpaLyK, KOTOpbie MOIIX Obl 3TO NOATBEPAUTH. bolic nogymai, 4To ux
TOJIKAeT KaKasi-TO CHJIa 3TOr0 HEU3BECTHOIO MHpa, 00y3[jaHHasi HayKoi
TakK, Kak 3T0 onuckiBan TaHKpes, Hayka Takas 4yy»XKJas, 4To CJIOBO «Ma-
TUS» TIOAXOIMIIO AN €€ ONpPeIeIeHUs He XY>Ke OCTalbHbIX.

INoka JioAka MIABHO OTAANANACH OT MUPCA, MPOCBUCTENO €LIE He-
CKOJIKO CTpeJ, HO BCe OHM ymanu B Body nosaau boiica. Uepes He-
CKOJIbKO CEKYHJI, KOr[la CTajlo COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO, a KpPUKH C Mupca
CTHXJIH, JIOJIKA POAOJDKAa ABUraThCs B TULIMHE U TEMHOTE.

OGJieryeHHO pacciabUBIINCh W NPHAS B CUJIbHOE 3aMelIaTelIbCTBO
OT TOIO, YTO CIyTHUK BHE3AIHO NepeLies Ha ero CTOPOHY BO BpeMsl KOH-
¢svikra, Bojic pa3Banuics B JIOAKE U TAXKENO B3AOXHYIL.

— Tak, — ckazan oH, — a YyTo Janblie?

Ha ¢one Tyckitoro cBedeHus Boabl, boiic Bunen cMyTHbIe ouepTaHus
HUTSATIBL, FOJIOBBI U CCYTYMBIUMXCA Miey napHs. Kaszanocs, oH ynpasnsn
nonkoii. B TeMHoTe TMXO paccMesnuch. OT0 ObUl HE OYEHBb-TO YCIOKa-
MBAIOLLMM 3BYK.

— Cxopo caM Bce yBH/HLIb, — OTBETHJI OH.

IJIABA X. He ma ona

BIIEPEJ/IN 3ABPE3KHJI nHEBHOI CBET, cCepblii, TyCKJbli CBET,
€IMHCTBEHHBINA, KOTOPHIA ObUT 3HAKOM 3TUM ApeidyroumM 3eMisM.
Jloaka npomnnbuia noA ¢BOAOM, U boiic 3araun AbIxaHue IpH BUIE TOrO,
YTO OTKPBUIOCH MEPEA €ro B30poM. DTo Oblila OrpOMHas Kpyriias OauiHs,
Ka3aJloCh, BCs MOKPbITass MU3ALIHBIM OPHAMEHTOM, 3TaX 3a 3TAXKOM, a
TPOMEXYTKU MEX1y HUMH ObLTH 3aCTEKJIEHBI CBEPKAIOIIUM XPYyCTaJIEM.
CreHbl 6alIHY TOJHUMAJIUCH U3 CEPEIOUHBI 03€Pa, IIOXO0XKETO Ha POB.

BHyTpu Boiic cMyTHO TaM U TyT BuZes ABUXKYLIUECS TeHU, OOnblue
NIOXOXKHE Ha ISTHA, TYJISIOLHeE [0 CTeHaM, YKpallleHHBIM pe3bboii. Cre-
KIsHHas OawHs, nogyman oH. A ['unneaM HOCUJ Ha lliee CTEKIAHHOe
KONBLO. Bpla 1 TYT Kakas-To CBA3b, MM [0poa MCMOIB30BAT CTEKIIO
JUIs IOCTPOMKHM 3AaHuii U 00y3aaHus Maruu? boiic BcmomMHui, 4yTo cam
[poLIeN Yepe3 CTeKITHHYIO CTeHY, YTOOBI MOMacTb B 3TOT CTPAHHBIMH
MHUp.
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Jlonka GBICTPO ¥ POBHO ILTBLIA MO CEPOil BOziE, paccekas obnaka Ty-
MaHa, ¥ BCKOpe, KOrza OHa Npubiau3uiach K cTeHe, B OCHOBaHUM OallHU
OTKPBUIHCH BOPOTA.

— BoT MBI U 1oMa, — cka3ai IOHOLIA B AOCIEXax U NMPUTHYII IOJOBY
IO CBOZIOM, KOTZa JIOfKa 3aIuibljia B TyHHelNb. bolic caenan Toxe ca-
Moe. OHU OKa3aIUCh B BOJHOM IIOMEILEHUHU CO CTEHAMU U3 [IPO3Pa4yHOro
CTEKJIa, U YeJIOBEK B KOPUUHEBOI TyHHKE, C KOJILLOM Ha IIee CITyCTUIICS
O IIHPOKUM CTYTIEHSAM, YTOOBI MPUHSATD JIOAKY Y CBOETO XO3SMHA.

— Upewm, — cka3zan Mosono#, BeIOpascs U3 NOAKH U cTal 6bICTpO noz-
HUMAaTbCs TI0 JIECTHULE, CBEPKas KPAaCHBIMU CarloraMu, BbIIVIAAbIBaB-
HIMMH U3-TIOJ TSKENOM KOJIBYYTH.

Boiic gomen o kpas mardopmel y 6acceitHa. 3aTeM CTUCHYI pyKo-
ATKY Meua U orjis/iell MOMeEIIeHUe B MoUcKax Omikaiiluero BbIXoja.

— [Nocroit, — MpauHO cka3an oH. — 5] Hudero o Tebe He 3Hato. J{apait
BCE HEMHOTO MPOSICHUM, MPEXIE YEM 1...

— Kaxertcs, — ocTaHOBUBIINCH B JIBEPHOM IPOXOfe, nepebun ero
IOHOLIA, — 51 CNIbILIAN, KaK Thl BO33Ban k Mpare.

Boiic ogapun ero [onrum, NpucTaibHbIM B3I A0M. TOT BHUMATEIbHO
IIOCMOTpEN Ha HETo B OTBET U3-TOJ nojel msnel. Yepes cexyHay boiic
CYHYJ1 M€Y B HOXHbI Ha 1osce.

— Wnu, — ckasain oH. — S nmoiiny 3a To6oii.

OH ycablna, Kak napeHb B KoJsuyre 3acMesscs. 3aTeM TOT pasBep-
HYJICs M TOUIeN BBEpX MO anfapeiay U3 Npo3payHoro Kpucrasuia, Cliu-
pajiblo MOAHMMAOLIelcss BHYTpY OallHU cpa3y 3a pe3HbIMU CTEHaMMU.
W3HyTpH OHHU OBUIM MPO3pauHBIMHU, U, IOKAa OHU MOAHUMAIUCE, boiicy
OTKpBUICSA BUJ Ha BECh FOPOJI, @ BHU3Y OH YBHAEN Y3KHE yIHLbI, CHOBA
HaloJHUBLIKECS pa3HOLBETHbIMH TOJNAMMU.

bnumxe k ueHTpy [opona cTosyio YepHOe KaMEHHOE 3[aHUe, BO3BbI-
LmaBLIeecs HaJ KpbIUIaMu coceIHUX NoMoB. KOHoWIa B KpacHBIX carno-
rax, OCTaHOBUBLLUKCDH Ha JieCTHULE niepe] bolicoM, MaxHyn Tyaa pyKoid.

— KopoJis, — npokoMMEHTHPOBA OH.

BbpoBu boiica noausanucs. KopuuHeBas neByluKa, KOTOpasi NpuBesa
€ro B moa3eMense, ckaszaina, 4to 3To Kopons npussan ux. Onu TEMHOH
HpoLecchel MPOLIIY 110 3TUM CaMbIM U3BUIMCTBIM YIULAM, 3aT€M OKa-
3aJIUCh Y BBICOKOTO, YEPHOI'O 3[aHus, [A€ UX XJAaJ TOT, KTO He Ooscs
— win Jaxe Koponp 6osiica? — B3msHyTh UM B nua. M no lopoay xo-
JMIIM CITYXH, YTO 3TO ObLIO KakK-TO CBA3aHO ¢ 3axBaTtoM Kepaka.

Annapenb koOHYanach nepen packpalieHHoi koMHaroi. Tpu ee cTeHbl
MOKpBIBAIM M300paXkeHHs NTUL U LBETOB Ha ¢oHe sipkoro Heba. Boiic
MEeNIbKOM B3[JISIHYJ Ha LBETHBIC KApPTHHBI, OTBEPHYJICA... U C H3yMile-
HHEM B3DJISIHYJI CHOBA.

— I'onyboe He60? — HACTOMYMBO CIIPOCUJI OH, €/1BA JIU OCO3HABast, 4TO
TOBOPUT BCIyX. — LIBeThI, nTHIEI, rony6sie Hebeca? 3aeck, B ['opone?
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Xo3suH OalllHU MOJOoLIeN K JalbHeMY YTy KOMHATBl U pacCcTErHyl
nosic ¢ kuHxanamu. boiic o6Ben komHary razamu. UerBepras creHa
ObUIa CTEK/IIHHOM, U Yepe3 Hee BHHENach NaHOopaMa ropoACKUX YIIHL,
TyMaHa U rop 3a HHUMH, a TaKKe MOXHO ObUIO pasmisfeTh JasleKuit
Kepak ¢ kpouiedHbIM anbiM NATHBILIKOM Ha CaMOM BepXy, — 3aKOJ0-
BaHHBIM (priaroM Kepaka. Tspkenblie 30I0THCTBIE OPThEPB 3aKPbIBAIU
BCE CTEHBI, a LIMPOKHE TUBAHbI U [TyOoKue kpecia, OOuThie Hapxarom,
MOTJIM pa3MECTUTh MHOXECTBO rocTeid. ITo Obljla pOCKOLIHAs KOMHara.

Ho boiic enga nu 3ametun Bce 310. OH Bee elie ObUT 3a4apoBaH ro-
ny6pIMy Hebecamu, HapUCOBaHHBIMHM Ha CTeHaX, XOTs 3Hal, 4yTo [opon
BeYHO JApeldoan, moguuHsAsCh NpUOOIO 3eMITH, B MUpe, KOTOPBIH He
3HaJl TEYEHUs BPEMEHU.

—Yro ThI 3Haelb 0 Hebe? — NOBEPHYBLIMCH K MOJTYAJIUBOMY XO35IUHY,
HacToiuuBo cupocun boiic.

OH yBUJEJ, KaK IOHOUIA HAaKJIOHHUJCS, YTOOBI MOJIOKUTh Ha KPecio
LIMPOKONONYIO LIIANY C [IEPbsIMU, BCE €llle CTosA cnuHoi K bolicy.

— CTOJILKO K€, CKOJIbKO U Tbl, YUJIbSAM BOWC,— HEOXXHUIAHHO OTBETUJI
napeHs.

V¥ Boiica Ha ceKyHAy 3aMepiio cepaue.

— KrTo0... k1O TbI TaKOI? OTKYna Te6e U3BECTHO, KAK MEHs 30BYT?

Mornonoii Bce eiie He noBopauuBancsi. OH noaHsAn obe pykH K Ha-
TUIEYHBIM 3aCTEXXKaM KOJBUYTH, YBEPEHHBIMU ABMXKEHUSIMHU ILEIKHYJ
VMU 1 NI03BOJIUJ METAJUIMYECKOM MaHTHH ynacTb. [lon Heli Ha HeM Oblnu
LITaHBl ¥ IUIOTHO oOJierarolas TyHHKa ajioro LBeTa, a Ha Horax Kpac-
Hble canord. KOHowa NogHsI PYyKH K TOJI0BE U PE3KO paclyCTHI TUp-
JITHAY TEMHBIX KyApeil, ynaBIUMX Ha alble MJIeYH, KOT/1a OH MOBEPHYJICS.

OH — oH nu? — paccMestiicA.

— Tenepp Tbl BCHOMHMI?

KomHara 3akpyxmunace B ma3zax y boiica. bbuio TeMHO, eqMHCTBEH-
HBIM 3BYKOM B TeMHOTe Obla CTYK KpoBM B ywiax. OH OTKpbLI POT, HO
cj0Ba He BbIXoAuaM. OH BCe CMOTpeEN U CMOTpeESl, HO HE MOI' HU LIeBe-
JUThCS, HU TOBOPUTb.

OHa He HOocUJla HU JUIMHHOTO IJIaThsl, HU XeJIe3HOH KOPOHBI, B KO-
TOpbIX 3aroMHMIack eMy. Ho ropsiiue rmasa 1Beta spKoro njameHu u
Ta )K€ OocJienuTeNnbHas ynbiOka: Oenble 3yObl U anble ryObl, HUKyaa He
Jenuck. Tak ke, Kak ¥ sIpKHii, ONMacHbI, 370BeILMH B3I,

— Hpama! — npowentan boiic.

— HakoHen-To, — THXOHbKO CKa3zana oHa. — Sl 3Hana, YTo, B KOHLE
KOHIIOB, Thl BCTIOMHHIIIB.

OHa Me[UIeHHO TNojouUuIa K HeMy, UAs NpeKpacHo#, NokavyuBaro-
LIEHCs MOXOAKOM, KOTOPYIO OH TOYHO He MOT 3a0biTh. OKa3aBLIUCH CO-
BCeM OIM3KO OT Hero, Mpara nmofHsa pyku ¥ OTKHHYJIa OJIOBY Tak, 4TO
TEeMHBIEe KyJIpY JIEMIU €i Ha MJIeyH.
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ELIE HE JOTPOHYBUHIUCD 10 cuibHOro, HexHoro Tena, boiic
3HaJl, KAKMM OHO OyJleT Ha OLLyIb. 3a CEKYHIY 0 TOro, Kak OHHM IOLe-
JIOBAJIUCH, OH YK€ BCIIOMHUJI, KakoB OyJeT nmouenyii: popMy U npuKoc-
HOBeHUe ee ry0. Jlaxke MUKAHTHBIA apomar, UCXOAUBLIMI OT Hee, ObLI
eMy 3HakoM. Bolic enle He Bce BCIOMHWII, HO MOHSJI, YTO 32 NOTEPSH-
HBIH 1ol OH OOHMMAJ € MHOT'0, MHOTO pa3.

— A Teneps?

Boiic nBuHYN pyKo#, U TeMHbIE BOJIOCHI YAy Ha €ro MJe40 NPUATHO
naxHyued maccoii. OHM BMeCTe Celli Ha JUBaH nepes OKHOM, M Ha
BEJIMKOJIEMTHY IO [TAHOPaMy ropojia M XOJIMOB 33 HUM.

OH BBDKIAN CEKYHAY.

— Het. HeMHoro... coBceM uyTb-uyTb. HO MHE HYXHO y3HaTb BCe€,
Upara.

Bofic HepewuTensHO nponsHec ee uMA. OH Bce elle He COBCEM ObLI
yBepeH, CKOJIbKO OTBETOB JacT eMy 3Ta BcTpeua. M He Obu1 yBepeH Ha-
cyet Uparbl. OH 3HaN CAMIIKOM Mao.

Boiic BcrioMHMII, kKak OHa MCIOJIb30BajIa METaTeNIbHBIE HOXH B Jipake
B KOMHaTe C UITPOBBIM CTOJIOM, U Kak ABaX/Ibl THYJ1a Bpara B JIMLIO Kpac-
HBIM CaroroM nepej TeM, Kak CTOJIKHYTh €ro B BOLY, Iie OH, 6e3 COMHe-
HUs, yToHYJ. OH Bce ellle He ObUT YBepeH, YTO UMEHHO OH BCIIOMHMII
— HO eMy Bce Ka3aJloCh, YTO He BCIOMHMWII. Bce 6bU10 Kak-To He Tak.

— Tol 1r06un MeHs B cBOeM Mupe, MO Aoporoi, — npobopmorana
Hpara, npmkaBLIKUCH K €ro 1ieke. — Thbl TI0011 MeHs Tak CHUIILHO, YTO. ..
YTO MMOINEN 32 MHOH ciofa. Xouemllb CKa3aTh, Thl 3a0bL1 Halll roj Ha
3emne?

Hpara cMesinach Han HuM. OHa 3Hauia, YTO OH 3a0bul. 3Hajna NOTOMY,
YTO cama 3acTaBWJia ero 3a0biTh. Bolc 3aKkpbli [1a3a U HaNpAr pasyM,
HaMepeBascCh J0Ka3aTh, YTO Ha STOT pa3 OHa owunbaeTcs.

MeaneHHo, ¢ TpyAOM, KOPOTKUMH OOpBIBKAMH, NPUXOAALLMMH KaKK-
MU-TO KYCOYKaMH, NaMATh Hayalla BO3BpaLlaTbCs.

— VY Hac 6511 A0M, — Me[UIeHHO cka3an boiic. — Ha peke. Tsi... 3T0 G611
TBO# AoM. bonbwoi u Tuxuii. Pagom Hukoro He ObIO, KpoMe... ciIyr?
[Mapsbl ciyr... — OH BHE3anHO BCIIOMHUJI CMYIJIOIO 4elloBeka, npullies-
1ero, YyToObl MPUILIBAPTOBATH JIOAKY IMOCJE TOro, Kak OHM OKa3aJuCh
nox 6auneii. — Te jxe camble JIIOAU! — ¢ YAUBIEHHEM 3aKOHYMIT OH.

— KoHeuHo, a uto TyT Takoro? OHu u3 Moero poaHoro I'opoaa, — Ha-
cmelwinBo ynwibnynack Mpara. — Ilponomkait. TBos mamsTh nyuinue,
yeMm s gymana. [Tponomkaii — ecnu ocMenuibes!

Boiic 3akonebancs. [a, B qanbHeM yrojike maMsaTé ObLIO HEYTO IIy-
ralouiee — To, YTO OHA 3Hajla M XOTeja, YTOObI OH OTBAKHWIICS BCIIOM-
HUTH caM. OH He puckHyn. Ho mpoasunyncs 4yTh nanbine. CoBceM
HeAaeko. ..
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— S BcTperun teb4. .. rae-To, — ckasai boiic, yXxBaTUBLIKCE 32 pa3sMbl-
TYIO KapTUHKY, [JIeé OHU BMECTE HaXOAATCA B KaKOM-TO 3a0bITOM 0Ofl1le-
CTBEHHOM 3aBeIEHHU. — DTO MPOU3OLLIO... HE 3HAK0. DTO MPOU3OLLIO
[JIe-TO, CJIYYaiHo...

PaccmesiBluucs, Mpara couna ero ¢ mbiciu. B ee cmexe Obuin 3106a
1 HacMellKa.

— Oymaems, cityqaitno? O, HeT, 3To ObUIa HE CIy4YaifHOCTb, MOIi J10-
poroii! 5 monro Tebs Uckana — UM Takoro, kak Thl. OHOTO U3 MOTOM-
KOB KpPECTOHOCLEB.

Boiic ycraBuiics B ee apocTHbIe M1aza. OHM CMESTUCh HAll HUM.

— Ho 310 Henpaeaa. Y MeHs He ObUIO B pOAY KPECTOHOCLEB.

Oun 3akone6bancs. I'mnneam mro boiic — Yuneam Boiic. Te xe camble
UMS ¥ JIULIO.

— 3ayem? — HaCTOMYMBO CIIPOCHII OH.

Upara, kak KoIliKka, NOTEPJIACH LEKOH O €ro MiIelo.

—V Mens 6buUT0 33nanue. M ectb u ceituac. — Ha Mmruosenue boiicy
MOKa3ai0Ch, 4YTO OH YCJIbILLIAN B €€ B3[0X€ YCTaNOCTh U HCKPEHHHE YyB-
cTBa. — Sl MHOro pa3 myTellecTBOBaia MO MHOXECTBY MUPOB, Haxo[s
MHOT'0 MY>KYHH U )KEHLIMH, YTOObI BBIIOJHUTB 3TO 3a4aHue. Bo3MoxHo,
ThbI IOMOXELIIb MHE BBINIOJIHUTL €ro, Mo Aoporoii. BosmoxHo, 51, Hako-
HELI-TO, HalllJIa HY)KHOTO YeJI0OBEeKa.

Botic auyero He orBevyan. OH Aymall ObICTPO U SICHO, MIA, KaK BOC-
MOMUHaHUA KPYTATCA B €ro rojoBe, TOYHO B KalelH0cKone, KapTUHKHY,
MEHSIOLIMeCs, KOrAa OH BCMarpyBaJiCsi B HOBbIE CLIEHbI, HEKOTOPbIE U3
KOTOPBIX ObUIH BaXXHBIMH, a APYTUE — YUCTHIM B3IOPOM.

OH BcTpeyas 3Ty JIeByUIKY... rae-To. Tenepb oH 310 noHsn. U, Bu-
JIUMO, MTHOBEHHO U Hepa3yMHO BitoOuics B Hee. boiic BcnOMHU YacThb
sTOro 6pena, Bce ellle NOYyBCTBOBAJ €ro B 3TOT CaMblii MOMEHT B 00bs-
THUAX XKapKO#, ClaJoCcTHO-IaxHy el aeByliky. Ho 4To-To 6b110 He Tak.
Hpara crana kakoi-to opyzoii.

Dt1oT rox He Bbi3biBan y boiica BonpocoB. OH wien 3a Hell, NOTOMY
YTO He MOI HIYero ¢ coboii noaenars. 3To Obljia ciemnas cTpacTb, oep-
KUMOCTB — OYJITO Ha HEro HaJIOXKUIIM 3aKIATHE. A OHa OTMpaBUJIaCh B
OonbIION, TUXUH, TaliHbIA 10OM Ha peke B Hbm—ﬁopKe. U tam, ¢ HUM H
CO CBOUMH CJIyraMH, OHa JI0JIr0, O4€Hb JOJro paboTana Hal... 4eM-TO.

Han yem? boiic He 3Han 3Toro gaxe Torzaa. B ero maMstv octaBaauch
6onpuine npobensl. [TycTble MecTa, NOABUBLIMECS HE CyyaiiHO, YTOOb!
ee LeNb ocTanach B TaiiHe, pewuun oH. Ho, ecnn HMpara BbiOpana ero
M3-3a CXOACTBA U JajibHEero poacTea ¢ ['misieaMoM — Toraa ee 3afgaHue
JIOJDKHO OBLIO OBITH CBA3aHO ¢ KepakoM ¥ YHUYTOXKEHUEM KPECTOHOC-
ueB. 3aueM el 3To Hy>xHO? [IpeononeTh Takoe paccTOsHUE, LLIECTUCOT-
JIETHUI NPOMEXYTOK BPEMEHU M IPUJIOKUTH TAKUE HEBEPOATHBIE YCU-
IS, CJIOBHO HEUTO COBEPLICHHO OOBIAEHHOE.
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N B koHUE — OYeHb, OYEHb OCTOPOXXHO HamoMHun cebe boiic, — B
KOHLIE CIIYYWJIOCh TO, YTO BCIIOMHHATh ObLIO CIMILKOM CTPALUHO... He-
4TO, 3areyaTaBliiee MaMsTh O LIEJIOM rozie, Kak pyOLoBas TKaHb 3alllu-
maeT NiyboKkue paHbl, KOTOpbie 0e3 Hee He 3aKHUBYT.

Kakue-to BocriomuHanus o Hux...

TEMHAS MPOLHECCHS uuia no peke, nodiaeckuBas KpoLley-
HBIMH OTOHBKaMM ¥ TO3BSIKMBAas KOJIOKOJNBYMKAaMH, a JbIXaHUE XOJO/a,
00>KUraroLIero, Kak OroHb, NpeALlecTBYIOlIee UX MOSABIEHUIO, PU3bl-
BaJlo BceX HabOmoaareneil yKpbIThCs.

I'msans Ha HUX U3 OKHA BEPXHETO JTaXa — 3aCTHIB OT HENOHUMAHUA U
OTBpallleHuUs, HE NPUHUMABLLEro TO, YTO BUAe boiic... 4To-TO cTOsILICE
B JIBEPHOM IIpO€MeE, 3a KOTOpPbIM OH Habuona... 1 To, kak OHM POXo-
JAT Yepe3 Hero, CJIOBHO JIIOM, XOTS OHU HUKOTZa He ObUIM U He OyayT
JIFOABMHU.

Hpata noeepHyna ronoBy Bosjie ero mieya. [locmorpena Ha Hero u
yAbIOHYNach MOHUMAIOLLEH, 3JI00HOH YJIBIOKOIA.

— 51 npenynpexaana tebds, — ckazana oHa. — J{axe Toraa s npeaymnpe-
xana Teds. Thl He AomkeH ObLl OcTaBaThCs Tak A0Nro. Tak 4To MHe
OpPULITIOCH CAeNaTh Bce BO3MOXHOE, 4TOObI Thl 3a06bl1. — OHa 3acMmes-
nlach Tak Xe JIErko, Kak CMesliach, KOrna CTOJKHY/a YMaBIIero pbbKero
BOMHA ¢ nupca. — Thl 3a0b11! — Becesio BOCKIIMKHYJA OHA.

BHe3anHo Boiic noHsn, 4ro Obu10 4TO-TO He Tak. [ToHsAI Tak pe3ko,
YTO €ro TeJo 3aJBUrajioch €lle JO TOro, Kak OH OCO3Has, YTO MOlle-
Benwica. OH npuiuen B cebs, CTOA Ha HOrax M IVIsiiA Ha JAMBaH, U J10-
rajajics, 4To OTTOJKHyn UpaTy u oTckouusi, OyATO ee NMPUKOCHOBEHMS
OblUIM OMEP3UTENbHBIMH.

— Oto OblNa He Thl, — cka3zan boiic cTpaHHBIM, XpUIJIBIM FOJIOCOM. —
Teneps s 3Hat0 — 3TO ObINIA HE THI, a Apyras!

OH yBHzEN, KaK ee KpacuBoe, SPKOe JIMLO CONPOrHYyNOCh, 3a HUM
CIIOBHO BCIIBIXHYJI OTOHb M 3KET B €€ [M1a3ax ApOCTHbIi bneck, npespa-
TUBUIKHA €€ B CTpaIlHOE, 37I00HOE CYILECTRO.

— Her, a! D10 6b1Ta 91! — 3aBONKUIA OHA.

B ee ronoce npo3Byuana cTpacTh, APOCTb M CTPaHHAasA, 1UKas CKOpOb,
xoTopyio boiic He Mor nmoHsATs. HOo BO BceM OCTaJIbHOM 3TO ObLIO 3J10,
4pcToe, abCoIOTHOE 3710, OH He ke He JyMall, YTo KOrna-imbo yBH-
JUT HeuTo nofobHoe Ha yenoBeyeckoM nuue. Hu ogHo nuuo He Moxer
TaK BBIVIAJETb U ObITh MOMHOCTBIO YEIOBEYECKUM.

— Het! — npokpuyan boiic u yBunen, kak Mpara cornynace, kak 3mes,
roToBsIascs kK OpOCKy, U yXBaTHIIACh 3@ HEYTO, CKPHITOE B CBOOOIHOM
BEpXHelH 4acTH ee BbICOKUX KPaCHBIX Canor.

OH nomkeH 661 BHATH NipenynpexaeHuto. JlomkeH Obu1 yBepHY ThCS.
Ho ona apuranace ciumkoM 6sicTpo. Mpata pacnpsamunace, ee pebkue
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BOJIOCHI OTKMHYJIMCh Ha3a[, U Boiic yBHen 4To-TO YepHOe U Pa3MbITOE,
aersuiee NpsMo Ha Hero. OH BHJEJN, KaK OHO MPUOJIMKAeTCs, YBENu-
4MBAETCs IO OFPOMHBIX pa3MEpPOB M pacKpbIBaeTCs, YTOObI 3aropoIUTh
cobo#i Bcro koMHary. Ho He yBujen, kak OHO yAapHIIO, MOCKONBKY €ro
yKe TaM He ObUI0, YTOOBI OLLY TUTh WU YBUJETb.

Boiic oka3zancs B 3a0BeHUU, Kayascsl Ha TyMaHe, NoXoxeM Ha obJiaka,
JBIDKYILMECS 10 ApeHdyIonmM 3eMIIsM. . .

Spkue u peryiaspHbIe BCIBILIKY 00U MOCTEIIEHHO 3aCTaBUIIM €ro 04-
HyTbCsl. OH 3aCTOHAN U NOLUEBEIUICS, HE IOHUMAs eLIe, YTO LLIEBETUTCA
oH caM. beino GonbHO Apnuate. boiic OTKphUT M1a3a ¥ TYNO yCTaBHIICH
B OKHO, oO0pamisitoniee paHTaCTHYECKYHO TaHopamy, cymepku u [opogn,
Kak 00bIYHO, OCBELIEHHbIH Pa3HOLBETHHIMH (pOHAPAMM, KaUuaOLUMHUCH
Ha BETPY, HOCAILEMYCs 110 BIAXKHBIM, Y3KUM YJINLAM.

Boiic nomeitasncs BCTaTh, HO He cMOT. [locTeneHHO OH NOHs, [Ie Ha-
XOAUTCS U YTO C HUM ClIyyusioch. OH Jiexan Ha oy psiloM C JUBAHOM.
Ero 3anscThst U TOABDKKH ObLTa Tyro CBA3aHbI — y>KaCHO TYTro, — CJIOBHO
Hpara u30 Bceli cuibl 3atsruBaia BepeBku. [onoBa 6onena, u, cyas no
OHEMEHUIO U KoMoleit 60711, ero MHOro pa3s yaapuiu no auiy. K tomy
xe, nogyMman boiic, oHa, HaBepHOE, HECKOJIBKO pa3 MHyJa €ro mo pe-
OpaM, IOTOMY YTO KaXK/IbIi BOOX COMPOBMKAANICS OOJBIO B Ipyau.

Boiic mocrapascsi NOHATb, CKOJIbKO OH YK€ TYT JeXMT. Bpems ObLio
HEBO3MOXKHO OINPEAETUTE — €CJIM OHO, BOOOIIE, CYLIECTBOBAIO BHYTPH
[opona. ¥V Hero elle ocraBajich He3aKkOHYEHHble Aena. ['oagpu Bce
ellle HaxOAWIICA 0] CTpaxkel, Hanesch, YTo U3 Kepaka npuaet nomolup,
u boiic 3Han, 4yTo Apyrue cBou 06513aHHOCTH OH BCTIOMHMT M03Xe, Korjaa
rojI0Ba MEepeCTaHeT KPY>KUTbCH.

UYro xe npomzouuio? Pasymeercs, oH pasoznun Mpary — oH TOYHO
HE 3HaJ, KakK, HO 3aTPOHYJ caMoe 00JbHOE MECTO, pa3 yK SIpoCThb B €€
rojoce u ee AeicTBHs ObLIM NOAXONALUMMU KPUTEPUAMHU.

U, TeM He MeHee — 3To Obina He oHa. Jlexxa Ha nony, Bolic Ha cekyHy
3a0b11 60JIee BaXkHbIe MPOOIeMbI 3TOH BceoObeMITIOIIEH 3araiku — KeM
e ObLia Ta JIeBylIKa B KOPOHE, KOTOPYIO OH MOMHUI Tak sicHo. Ums,
JIMIO — OHM Takue xe. Ho 3Ta neByiika ¢ OrHEHHBIMU I1a3aMM U 37I0M,
ropsILIMM B Heif, kak (poHapb — HeT, 3TO ObUIa He OHA...

Bolic cHOBa nmoluesennics.

— Hpara, — THX0 cka3an oH caMm cebe.

TyT e pa3manucek Kakue-To 3ByKU. B TuiIMHE, 110 0Ny OCTOPOXHO
npouuienand Oocele HOrW, W Haja bolicoM CKIIOHMNAOCH KOpPUYHEBOE
JIMI0, HE3HAKOMOE C 3TOro HeyHoOHOro pakypca.

— X03s1H, — pa3Aascs He>KHBIH UCITyTraHHbIH roJIoC, — XO351H... Bbl
MeHsl IOMHUTE?
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OHA BBbIJIA xopuyHEBOH, € TOJBIMU PYKaMU M HOTaMH, U HOCHJIA
Ha JIOABDKKAX M 3alsACTbAX TSOKENbIe 30JI0Thie OpacneThl, a Ha liee —
30J10TO€ KOJibLO. DTO OHA npusena bolica B xpam HaiiHa Ha BcTpedy ¢
Hpatoil ¥ ee BOMHCTBEHHBIMH 3aroBOpILMKaMH. Y HEro eile He Oblio
BPEMEHU YOUBUTBHCS 3TOMY CTPAHHOMY COBIAICHHIO, KAK U TOMY, YTO
cpeau HUX OKasalach 3aMackupoBaHHas Hpara.

— X031H, — CHOBA MpollenTaia AeBylika, a ee IMia3a 3aKaTUINHUCh Tak,
YTO CTaJI0 BUAHO O€NKH, OKa OHA ONIAAbIBAIA YIVIbl KOMHATBI, BbICMa-
TpuBas... Koro? Hpary? Bbina nu oHa ciyxxankoi Mpartbl, uau 310 6601
nomuHHbIH cTpax? B I'opone oH HUKOMY HE MOT TOBEPSATS.

— X034H4H, 5 LU1a 3a BaMM, — [TpolienTasa AeByluka. — S Jo/mkHa Bac
KO€ 0 YeM CNPOCHTb, X0351uH. Bbl onuH u3 mozei xaman?

VY Boiica 6onena ronoa. O J»xamMae OH 3HaJ TONBKO MMA U TO, 4TO
ero cTout 60sThCA. OH yCTall OT BCEX 3THX UHTPUI, B KOTOPBIX TaK Majio
paszbupancs, u B [opoze ero Tenepp MHTEPECOBAJ TONLKO OJMH YEJIOBEK.

— 51 nogunHAIOCH MM caMoMy cebe, — cepaAuTo OTBeTHI OH. — Ho
ecnu Jxxamait npotuB Upatbl, TO g X0Ten Obl BCTPETUTHCS ¢ HUM. Thl
3TO XOTeNa ycaplilarh?

Bce ewe cros Hax HUM, JieBylIKa YJAbIOHYJach, CBEPKHYB OenbIMU
3ybamu.

— Cnacu60, X03941H.

KopuuneBoe nuuo 6bicTpo ucuesno. 3areM Bolic mouyBcTBOBa, Kak
€r0 aKKypaTHO [epeBOpPaYMBalOT, OLLYTUII KOXKEH PYK XONOQHOE JIe3BUe
Y TO, KaK CMagaloT HEBLIHOCUMO TYTH€ MyThI.

— Yepes cekyHny Oynet 6OMBHO, XO3MH, — MOAOWIA K JIOABDKKaM
boiica, npenynpenuna ona. — Korna 60b npoiinet, Mol yiiaeMm.

bolic notep 3ansacros.

— Kyna?

— Ecnmn 6orm Hac He OCTaBAT, U Mbl CyMeeM MOKUHYTb ['opoa xu-
BBIMHU... — €€ I71a3a CHOBA CO CTPaxOM MOJAHSIUCH, — ... TO OTIPaBUMCH
K CaMOMy 3akJisiToMy Bpary Jlxamas.

— W Uparbi?

JleBylika OImycTuiIa rojioBy, yis oT oTBeTa.

— MBI JOMKHBI TOPONIUTBCS, — CKa3alla oHa. — Jlyuiue He pa3roBapu-
BaTh, [10Ka HE NOKUHEM ITOT JIOM.

boiic noxxan nneyamu. KpoBooOpallieHue BOCCTaHOBHIIOCH, B KOHEY-
HOCTH Havyaslo OKaJbIBaTh, HO, MIOKa OH /iaJ, 606 B 60Ky OYTH MPO-
uuia, 1 oH O6bL1 rotoB uATU. bolic eule ycneer packBuTarbes ¢ Mparoi,
U oH nooderan cebe, 4TO Tak U CHENAET.

KopuuHeBasi AeBylliKa OTOABHHYJA MOPThEPY M XKECTOM MOAO3Bajia
boiica. B cTeHe okazanach pelueTka 1 KpyTas JeCTHULA, CHHPaJbIO yXO-
Jas B TEMHOTY. Xpomasi, OH Havall CIyCKaThCsl.
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IUIABA XI. Hogaa éecmpeua c Oxomuuxkom

JEBYUIKA, HAKOHEILL, ocraHOBUJIack INEpe]; BBICOKOW OBalb-
HOIi 1BepbIO, NoONeckuBaolleil cepebpoM B CBETE ee ManeHbkoro ¢o-
HapuKa, U NI0Ka3aja 3aliesiKy.

— Jlanbllie UATH S HE CMEt0, — OTKPOBEHHO cKa3ana OHa. — A Tbl J0-
JKEH, €CJIY JKeNaellb HUCIIPOBEprHyTh [xamast.

— Kro 1ebs mocnan? — HacroilunBo crnipocui boiic, roBops Tak xe
THXO, KaK OHa.

Ipexzae ueM okazaTbCs Yy 3TOi ABepU, OHU MPOULIU MO JJIUHHBIM,
M3BUBAIOIIMMCS NOA3EMHBIM KOPUAOpPaM, JULLb JBAX/bl Bblii/11 HA NO-
BEPXHOCTb, YTOOBI Nepeceyb napy ajuieif U OfHY OCBELIEHHYIO YJIHILY.
[lectpas roponckas >ku3Hb He oOpallasia Ha HUX HMKAKOro BHUMaHMs.
Ecnu Hpara emie npecnenoBana boiica, 3HauuT, ee J10a1 yMenu pacTBo-
paThcs B Tonne. M 3aroBopLIMKH, OT KOTOpbIX OHa nomorna ybexars,
TOXeE, BEPOATHO UCKAJU €ro.

Y Hero Obl1a BO3MOXHOCTb Y3HaTh HaBepHsika. Bmecte ¢ aeByLukoi
OH LIeJI OKOJIbHBIMU MYTAMHM, MIOTOMY UTO, 1O KpaiiHeil Mepe, Ta Moo-
Oellajia €eMy XOTh Kakoi-To wwaHc. OAMH OH HUYEro He MOr AOOUThCS
B 3TOM HEBO3MOXXHOM ropozie. A BMecte ¢ Bparamu J[xamas — keM Obl
OHM HHU OBUIM — y Hero, Ho KpaiiHeil Mepe, MOSBIICA XOTh KaKOH-TO
BapUaHT.

— K0 MeHs nocnan? — mepecnpociia AeByliKa, Aepxa ¢poHaphb Tak,
4yT0OBI paccMOTpeTh bolica B TeMHOM Kopuaope. — Ha atot Bonpoc ot1-
BETHT MO¥1 Jiopa, xo3suH. Maure k HeMy. Ho OH... OH Kanpu3HBIi, Xo-
35uH. Bbl JO/KHBI MPOATU OCTaNIbHYIO YacTb MyTH B OJMHOYKY, i He
CMEI0 MITH Aaiblie. — J[eBylKa pacnaxHysia JBepb U OTOLIA B CTO-
poHy. — Moii JTopA »kAeT Bac B KOHLE KOPUAOpA, XO3iUH.

Boiic ocTopoxHo crynun yepe3 nopor. Kopunop, kak u ABepb, OKa-
3aJicsl CepeOpUCTbIM, CTEHbI MOJI U MOTOJIOK ObUTM OTMONMPOBAHBI A0
3epkayibHOrO Onecka. Hax ronoBoi Bucenu ManeHbKHE JlaMIbl, 3aKa-
YaBIIKECS OT BETEPKa, MOAYBILUEr0 U3 OTKPHITOM ABEpU. DTO bl ropos
nami. Boiic 3apymancs. [opoa ¢onapei, cTekna ¥ BnaxHbiX yauu, 00
KOTOPBIM B BEUHBIX CyMepKaX JABHUraICh 00Jiaka TyMaHa.

JBepb 3akpbuiack. OH xpabpo noiuen no 3any K NopTbepam B Aajlb-
HeM KoHIe. Ero MckakeHHbIE OTpa)i€HHs JBUraJIUCh BMECTE C HUM
cBepxy U cHu3y. [loaHsB rono,y, Boiic yBuaen camoro cebs, FpOTECKHO
CIUTIOLIEHHOTO U MEPEeABUIalouIerocsi BHM3 roJIOBOH. A BHU3Y LueJ He-
BEPOATHBIM 'HOM B HE3HAKOMOH oAexJe ¢ ycamu M dMONeMoii B BuJe
KpecTa, ero u3obpaxeHne 66CKOHEYHO MOBTOPSIIOCH MOBCIOAY, KyZa Obl
OH HY IIsHYJN. B McKaXXeHHOW KOMIaHUM caMoro ce0s y Hero 3aKkpyKu-
J1ach TOJIOBa.

U Boiic 6bu1 He oMH.
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KTo-TO 1n1en 3a HUM, HacTyMnas Ha MATKY, Ybe-TO JbIXaHue 00/1yBasio
eMy ILeKy, Koria oH nopopayuBaics. Ho 3ToT kTo-1o GBI Takoii sxe npo-
3pauHblif, kak BO3yX. B 3epkanax OH rojJoBOKpYXHTENbHBIMU MUPHA-
JaMH BUAET TOJbKO cebs. OH MpopoKan UATH.

KTo-TO Msirko ctynan nepea HuM. CTan JOHOCUTBCA 3BOH METAINIA,
Kak OT Meua, Oonirarouierocs B HOXHAX, NOCHbIIANCA CHABIECHHBIN
cMeX, M YTO-TO, ToNask HoraMu, MNPOHECNIOCh O KOpUAOPY MUMO boiica,
o671aB ero NopsIBOM BO3yXa.

YTO-TO MPOCBUCTEIIO PAIOM C €0 JIMLIOM, U OH [104yBCTBOBAJI XO/O/-
Hblit BeTepok. Cys 1o 3ByKy, 3T0 ObL1 Meu.

BcTpeBokeHHO OMIAIEBLINCE, OH TMIIb 06CKOHEYHOE MHOXKECTRO pa3
BCTPETHJ CBO# COOCTBEHHBIN HCIyraHHbIi B3rsA. M Gonbiie HUYEro.
Ho uem 6bl 3T0 HM ObL10, OHO HE MPUKOCHYJIOCH K HeMy. boiic Bcrom-
HWJI CJ10Ba AeBYIIKU: « Mot OpA. .. Kalpu3HbIi» 1 MpayHo yHBIOHYNCA
camomy ce0e.

O xomen, ymobul 2 npuwen, uHaye He cman Obl 6643b16aMbCL 6 MA-
Kue HenpusimHocmu, ymobwl npusecmu meHs ciooa, peminn boiic. Ecau
9MO NpOBepKaA HeP8o8 — Hy, NYCMb Uzpaem 8 C80U USPbl, KeM bl OH HU
bbi.

U Boiic npopomkan UATH TaK CIOKOHHO, Kak TOJILKO MOT, He obpaias
BHUMaHUs Ha IUArd BOKPYT HEro, 3ByKH AbIXaHWs U THXHE LIAru Jjarmn
*uBOTHEIX. Kazasnocsk, 10 nopThepa B KOHIe kopuaopa Obuio eiue JAa-
JIEKO, HO OH He cTas ToponuThbes. Ero ysepenHocts pocna. On nogymai,
YTO, HAKOHELl, Ha4yal HEMHOI'O OHUMAaTh, YTO €ro XKJET.

Boiic pa3aBuHy” 3aHaBECKU M BOLIEN B KOMHATY C HU3KUM I10TOJIKOM,
TEMHbIE CTEHBI KOTOPOWl ObIIM 3aBeleHbl PacCIUMTHIMKU robeseHamu, a
Ha MOToJIKe BUcen nonocarbiii 6ajaxuH, TO ¥ AeJ0, TpenbiXaBluuiics
ot Haberarowiero BeTpa. TyT, kak U Be3Je, ¢ MOTONKA CBUCANU (poHapH.
B panbHEeM KOHIE KOMHAThl ObLJIO BO3BBILLIEHHE, TAM CTOsJ1a HU3KAas Ky-
werka. Ho Ha Heit HuUkTO He cuaen. KomHara Obina nycTo#.

Boiic, y>xe HauaB 31UThCs, ocMoTpencs. [Ipexae ueM oH ycnen mno-
IIEBEJIUTHCS, U3-3a €ro CMUHbI, OTKYZa OH MpHUller, pasjgancsa cmex. On
pa3BepHYJICS, HAKOHEL], Y3HaB €ro, 3TOT rpyOsli, pbiuamuii cMex. bolic
4aCTeHbKO €ro CJIbllall, [OCIEAHUNA pa3 BO B3JOPHOH KOMIIAHMM 3aro-
BOpPULIMKOB, rae 6nuna Mpara.

3aHaBeckH, Uepe3 KOTopble OH MpoLies, CHOBa pasowinuck. CekyHay
TaM HUKOrO He ObUlo, — OHM O0paMJysiid NYCTOH 3aJl, OTpaKaroLui
TOJIbKO COOCTBEHHbIE HCKAXKEHHBIE CTEHbI U NOTOJOK.

3aTeM 3aHaBECKU OMYCTUJIUCh, U B KOMHATy BOLLEN CMEIOLIMIACS Ye-
JIOBEK B TUTPUHON LIKype, C TPYAOM JAep>Ka MOBOJOK, KOTOPBIH TAHYIH
JIBa phIYALIMX CO3/IaHUA, IOXOKUX Ha pbICeil.

— Yuneam mro boiic, — ckasan OxotHuk. — J{o6po moxanoBarb B MO
JBopel. MBI M TaK J0JIN0 OTKJIaJbIBANIY HaIly BCTpeYy.
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Bolic Haxmypwuiics, TisAs Ha HEro, HO HUYero He ckazan. OXOTHHK
OPUTAHYN MPUIM3aHHBIX, OECNOKOMHbIX 3Bepell k cebe, IEHMBO MOJ-
HAJICS HA BO3BBILICHUE, IUTIOXHYJICS HA JUBaH U YJABIOHYJICS FOCTIO.

— I[powy npoieHust 3a HeOOIBLUYIO BHIXOJIKY B 3aJle, — cKa3all OH. —
PasymeeTcst, Bbl ObUM BHE ONACHOCTH.

Boiic onryTun, kak nipy B3nsiae Ha OXOTHMKA HAa HETO Hayajia HamnoJ-
3aTh HAAMEHHOCTH [ Wieama.

— 5 3nan 310. S yXe Haual Aymarh, YTO He MoJIBeprajcs HacTosiel
ONAacHOCTH, C TeX NOop, Kak NOokuHyN Kepak, 1 He NoABEpryHych, NoKa Thl
He TOJy4YHIlb TO, YTO Tebe OT MeHs HYXHO. S| CTOJIKHY/CS C MHOXe-
CTBOM yrpo3. OHM Bce He MO OBITh MPOCTO CIYUYaiHOCTHIO.

— 3BYUUT PA3YMHO, — ynbiOHY/CS OXOTHUK. — A 3Haellb,
noyemy?

— Xouellb cKa3aThb, NoueMy 1 eule xuB? [ToueMy Bce BBILLIIO UMEHHO
TaK, Kak Tbl 3anyman? Jlymaro, s 3Har0. [ToToMy YTO Thl DPUNOXUT K
3TOMY PYKY.

brneaHoe nuuo OXOTHUKA MOJ MOJOCATHIM KaIFOIIOHOM Ha CeKyH.Iy
JIMLIMIOCH YIbIOKH.

Ee cMenun 3arHanHblii BuA. bolicy noka3anoch, YTo OH 3aMETHII TIPOo-
61eck TOro e caMoro oT4asiHUs, KOTOpoe OH yBuAeN Ha nuue Hparol,
KOIJla OHa BOMMJIa B KOMHaTe B OalllHe, OTpuliasi ero cJjioBa.

—Yro roBopsr 060 Mue B Kepake? — Heoxu1aHHO cripocusl OXOTHUK.

—YTO THI CIOBHO TYMaH Ha paBHUHAaX — JBMXKEUIbCS TyJa, KyJa IyeT
Betep. Ho... — Boiic MenpkoM B3MIHYNT Ha HEero, — AyMaro, Thl U TaK
3Haelb, 4yTo ropopaT B Kepake, OXOTHUK.

— 3HauuT, Tebe Bce U3BECTHO, — YXMbUILHYJICS TOT U3-110/1 KaIkoLIOHa
U3 TUTPUHOM LIKYPBI.

— W3BecTHO, 4TO 4 He ObL... HY, CKaXXeM, OTMH — C TeX Mop, KaK Brep-
Bbl€ YBUZEN TeOs Ha cKajle, OKa3aBLIKCh B 3TOM MUpE.

OXOTHHMK OTKMHYJ TOJIOBY Ha3aJ M BHE3aIllHO 3aCMEsJICS, ero Hero-
CTOSIHHOE HACTPOEHUE MEHAJIOCh 03 NpeynpexxaeHUs.

— JlanHo, He Oynem urpatb cinoBamu. Jla, 3o Obu1 a. U 310 51 3awu-
man Tebs B [opoae — 6onpluyro yacTh BpeMeHU. MHe Koe-uTo OT TeOs
HYXHO, YuiibsiM Boiic. ¥V Tebs ecTb BO3MOXHOCTb OTIJIaTUTh MHE 3a 3a-
00Ty... — OH BbIJepKal eIUKaTHY1O nay3y, — ...yous Opakyna Kepaka.

— 51 Huuero tebe He O/DKEH, — XONoAHO nocMoTtpen bolic B rmasa,
OXUZAIOUIME OTBETA.

— Tbl 06s13aH MHe oyeHb MHOTUM. Thl clienaenp, Kak s BEMO. .. WU
Tebe x0o4yeTcs MoCMOTpeTh Ha ka3Hb [ondpu Mopens, apyr moii? — lo-
JIOC OXOTHHKA Ha MOCJIeHUX CJI0BaX CTaj TULUE, U B HEM MOCbIIANUCh
pblyaliye HOTKH.

— 51 npuiien 3a HUM.
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— Tol koM criokoeH, Yunbsam boiic. Jlymaeins, pa3 Tel HOKa elie
XHB, TO MOXelllb 6pocark Bb30B OxoTHUKY? [TomMHH, 3TO0 51 yOeperan
Tebs ot onacHoctedl [opona. He cTout nenarb MeHs Bparom, npeay-
npexjato tebs. Tel yBuguis [ondpu Mopes... ¥ NpucoeIMHHINLCS K
HEMY, €CJIH 3aX04ellb.

OH npuBCcTal, ¥ 3BEpU Ha MOBOJKE JEPHYIMCH BIEPEN, a UX Kpacu-
BbI€, HO Oe3yMHEBIE MOpJBI HAMOPILMIUCH OT ocKaia. OXOTHHUK Clerka
LIETTHYJ IO HUM CBOGOJHOM pYyKOii, U OHU CHOBA YCIOKOMITUCH.

— Hert, mopoxnu. Thl cIMILIKOM MHOIOro He 3Haenib. Ecnu s pacckaxy
Tebe mpaBny, JyMaro, Thl BCe-Taky peluulib MHE NoMoub. Tebs cnum-
KOM 4acTo 0OMaHbIBaIM, YTOOBI THI C€iiYac MOT YTO-TO IIPHHATH Ha BEPY.
Hanpumep, Mipata — nymMaro, oHa koe-uto Tebe 00bscHuIa.

— CoBceM HEMHOTro, — OCTOPOXXHO cka3an boiic.

OH yBuzen, kak Ha nuue OXOTHUKA NPOMENBKHYJIM XapaKTepHbIe
YyBCTBa MpU YNOMUHAHUU MpaThl, 1 €My cTano Ka3aTbCs, 4YTO OH Ha-
4Y@HaeT JOrajibIBaThCs, B YeM 3awiouyaercs 3aragka OxotHuka. Ecinu
Hpara BbI3biBasia 00J1€3HEHHYI0, CEPAUTYIO TOCKY HE TONbKO Yy Boiica,
3HA4MT, y Hero ¢ OXOTHHUKOM ObLTO, MO kpaliHe# Mepe, koe-uTo obLiee.

— Tsl 3HaN ee B cBOeM MHpe, — ckazan OxoTHuk. — M nomor eii ¢ 3a-
aHUeM, KoTopoe Ob110. .. BakHbIM. OHa ocTaBunia Tebe TalMCMaH — XO-
JIOAHBIH KPUCTAILT — OTKpPBIBAIOLLKM# BpaTa B 3TOT Mup. ITofo3peBato, Thi
ClyyaifHO MCHOB30BaN €ro ¥ MpoLles yepe3 pa3duToe CTEKI0 Ha TOU
ckane. 5 yBuien MaruyecKyo BCIbILIKY U3 CBOei 6allHu, U, Koraa s Ao-
Opasics 10 cKabl, Thl TONBKO Hauaj NpUXOAUTh B cebs. — OH 3amonyai,
Ha JIMLIE Y HEro MPOMeJIbKHYJ CTpaHHbIHA B3MIsA. — S cobupancs yourts
TeOs, — 3asB8u OXOTHUK.

U Boiic BHe3anHo y3Has 3TOT B3rsAA. B Hem Gbina peBHOCTb. [a,
OxoTHUK Toxe o6 Mpary u u3-3a aToro HeHaBHze ee, ceds u boiica,
NOTOMY YTO... oToMy uTo boiic mpoBen ¢ Heil uesbii rog Ha 3emiie.

— 51 611 cpasy Tebs youn, — Tuxo ckazan OXOTHHK CIIOKOMHBIM r0j10-
coM. — Ho s He 6b11 yBepeH, uto Tebs no3sana Mpara. [1oka Tl He OTBe-
THJT Ha MO# curHai. ¥ kK TOMy MOMEHTY... HY, sl OBICTPO NepeayMbIBAIO,
Vunesm Boiic. S norakato cBouM xenanusM. S orinyctuin tebs, moTomy
YTO MHE B [OJIOBY NpUILIA MbICIb noiyyuie. [Toatomy s nornan teds k
Kepaky. S 3Han, 4To Ha 3aMOK IjaHupyeTcs araka — JDxkamaii yaBouI
ycunus B nocieqHee BpeMs, MOCKOJIBKY ycTall oT 60peObI M XOTel No-
KOHYHTb C 3TUM, Kak MOkHO ObicTpee. M 1 momyman: «Ecnu Dxamaii
npeycreeT, TO OH Bce paBHO norudHert. [aii emy ymepets. Ho, ecnu Ke-
paK BBICTOMT, OH OyIeT XUTh U CTAHET MOUMMM IVa3aMU U Pa3yMoM, U 5
cMory BbIBeJaTh cekpeTbl TaHkpenay. [lotomy 4To Tl HOCHIIB TaJIUC-
MaH, a y MeHs, KaK Thbl IOHUMAElllb, ECTb HaJl HUM BJACTb, TAK XK€, KaK
y HUparsl. 51 caenan ero uis Hee MHOTO JIET Ha3al, Korga oHa Obuia... He
TakoH, kak ceiiyac. — Ha aror pa3 6nenHoe, cypoBoe nuio OXOTHHKA
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nepecekiia TeHb, ¥ Bolic yBuIen, kak OHO MOYTU YTO CKOPYMIIOCH OT
6omu. — Jlymaro, oHa ocTaBuia aMyneT Tebe, 4ToObl BbI3BaTh Teds, korna
OyHeT roToBa, U, KAXKETCs, Thl MPHILEN CIHIIKOM paHo. S yBunmen tebs
cauimkoM paHo. Korna ona y3Hana o TBoeM MPHUCYTCTBUM, ObLIO Yxe
MO3/IHO, TTOCKOJIbKY S BOLUEJ B TBOH pasyMm ¢ MOMOIUBIO TajlUCMaHa, U
JUIS Hee yxke He ObUio MecTa. — OXOTHHK 3acMesuics. — OHa npuiuia B
SpOCTh, Koraa y3Hana o6 3toM. OHa... HO ThI He 3Haelllb cekpeT Mparsl,
BeJb Tak, YwibiM boiic? Tsl He 3Haemb, MOYEMY NMOMHULLIB, OYATO BB
MpeKpacHoO NpOBeJIM BpeMs, UM TO, NloueMy ceifuac oHa... apyras. Hy,
1 Tebe pacckaxy. A elle Jydile — MoKaxy!

OXOTHUK JIEHMBO BCTall, NpUAepkuBas OelleHbIX 3Bepeii U 3awarain
K CTeHe Yy APYroro KOHILa BO3BbIIeHUs. OH MOTAHYN 3a BEPEBKY, BU-
CALLYIO MEXAY MOpThbepaMu MEPTBOIO YEPHOIO 1|BETa, U OHU pa3/ABU-
HYJIUCh, 4TOOBI OTKPBITh B3Ny CTEHY MAEATIbHO YUCTOrO 3epkania, B
KOTOPOM ILIbLJIA TOJIBKO cepo-royiybas AbIMKa, OyATO 3TO OBUIO OKHO,
BBIXO/islllle€ HA pAaBHUHBIL.

— VY Tankpena Toxe €CTh Takoe 3epkaio, — HebpexxHo 3ameTus1 OXoT-
HuK. — Ho nomeHbwie. A tenepb CMOTPH.

TymaH B 3epkajie pa3ABHHYJICS, OA00HO 3aHaBecy. BMecTo 3TOro Tam
NOsABUJIOCH IOMELIEHH e, TaKoe HacTosiLee, OyaTo 3epKaio sBIsIOCH OK-
HoM. [ToMellieHre ObLTO TUTAHTCKUM, €r0 ONMOSCHIBAIA KOJIOHHBI, OTpa-
xaroryecs B OyiecTaiiem 0eoM moiy.

OHHY B J1B€ JIMHUM ULJIM K OFPOMHOMY KPacHO-YE€PHOMY TPOHY B AaJlb-
HeM KoH1le. Ha TpoHe 6bi yenoBek, OT ero KOpoHbl oTpaxaics ceT. OH
He ObUT MOJIOJ U CHJIeJ1, CUJIbHO MOJaBIUKCH BIEPE, B )KENTOH aTnacHoi
MaHTHUH, [TOYECHIBas TEMHYIO O0poy U 3a 4eM-To HabJronas.

Boiic BHe3anmHO 3aKphUI I1a3a M Pe3K0 MOBEPHYJICS K 3epKajly CIu-
Hoii. OH Tpsccs, Ha IOy BBICTYNUJ XONOAHBIH MOT.

— Ha, 3Hato, — 3acMmesiyics OXOTHUK. — Ha nux HENnpUsATHO CMOTPETh.
Ho nocrapaiics, apyr Moii. OHU HOCST MaHTUU, TaK 4TO TeGe He HYXKHO
cMoTpeTh MM B U0, 3TO BaXKHO AJISI MOEH UCTOPHUU. .. U IS TeOs.

IJIABA XII. JIeuenue om Konooecmea

MEJJIEHHO, neysepeHHo, boiic noBepHyncs k 3epkany. OH He
MOT' CMOTPETb Ha HuXx MPsAMO, HO COCPEAOTOUYMB B3I Ha Yy Kap-
THHKH, CTHCHYB 3yObl M KyJTaku, cymes o0y3aarh IpoXb, YTOOB! y3HATh,
YTO IPOU30LLIO B 3al€ C 3ePKalbHbIM MONOM.

Hx 6bi10 TONbKO JiBE, — BHICOKHE (PUIYpbl B MAHTHAX, MOTHOCTHIO
CKpBIThle U3 BUAY, HO IBUXKYLIMECS C HEBEPOATHON rHOKOCTbIO, OT Yero
BOJIOCHI Ha 3aTblike y boiica ctanu nbi6oM. OHU XOMUIU — CKOJIB3UITH —
BOKpYT OnecTAIIuX KaMHei, BEUIOXKEHHbIX Ha YEPHOM TOJTy nepes Tpo-
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HOM. MIX pyk¥ B IIMPOKUX PyKaBaX TO U JIEJIO JBUTAIUCH PUTYJIbHBIMU
JBUXKEHUAMU.

— Koponb KonnyHoB, — ckazant OXOTHHK, — 4€NOBEK, KaKAYLUUH Bila-
ctd. OH JMIOOUT BJIACTh U 3HAHUSA, U UCTIONB3YET UX Ui COOCTBEHHOroO
6nara. OH BeeT l'opoa Mo TWIBIBYIMM 3€MJISIM, KaKk B JPyrMX MHpax
yOpaBIAIOT KOpadisM, U UILIET HOBbI€ MECTA, HOBBIX JIIOEH M HOBbIE
UCTOUHUKH Biacti. Kpome Toro, oH cobupaer coxporuuia. Korga on
6BUT MOJIOABIM, TO HALIEN TO, YTO LIGHWII BhILIE OCTAJILHOTO — NpeKpac-
HYO CBETJIOBOJIOCYIO JKEHLUMHY B Uy)K€3eMHOM OJIeXK/i€ C KPACHBIM Kpe-
cToM Ha rpyau. OHa BbILIIA U3 3aMKa, IOCTPOSHHOIO Ha BepLIMHAX Iop,
MHMO KOTOpbIX Toraa mporuisiBai ['opon. Kopons 6bin1 eif oueHs paj u
B35 B CBOM ABopel. Twl 3Haews 3Ty uctoputo. OHa poauna eMy A0ub,
a notoM ymepina. OH 100U no4b, HO y)KacHO ¢ Heil moctynwmi. Ko-
poJib He Mpeanonaral, Kak To, 4TO OH C/ienall, OBIUAET Ha HEro MIIK Ha
Hee, WK Ha MHOXKECTBO JIFOZEH, 0 KOTOPBIX OH TOrAa U He cibimai. Ero
o4k Obl1a 0YeHb kpacuBoil. M k ToMy jxe MyZpoH 4 HCKyCHOH BO MHO-
rux pemecnax. Korna Koposp HaTkHYJICS HA MCTOYHUK CWJIbl M 3HAHUH,
IO CPAaBHEHHIO ¢ KOTOPHIM BCE, YTO OH HaXOAWJ MpexJe, I0Ka3anoch
cyuiedl epyHIoH, To MOAENWICS OTKPBITHEM CO CBOEH ouepbio. brina
TOJILKO OfiHa Npo6yiema. DTOT UCTOYHUK — Te, KTO 00J1aaiy 3HaHUAMH,
KOTOPbIMU OH XOTeJ OBNafieTh — OBUIM TaKUMH HYXXAbIMH, YTO HAIIX
rfaza He MorTy cMoTpeTh Ha Hux. OHHM UM B ApyroM ropozie, Haxo-
JALIEMCs O4YEHb Jaleko, M NPULLIU CIOAa, NPEo0eB OrPOMHOE pac-
crosiHue. Heckonbko MmyTeleCTBEHHUKOB KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM nonaiu B
Haui [opoa, 1 Kopone 66U1 MU O4apoBaH, HO y HEero He 6bU10 criocoba
obmarees ¢ Humu. K Tomy ke, faxke OH He MOT' CMOTPETh UM B JIHLIO U
BBIHOCHUTB 3BYK UX rojiocoB. M, TeM He MeHee, OH He CyMes OCTaBUTb
MbICJIb HAJTAOUTh C HUMU XOTh KaKO#-TO KOHTaKT. OHU paccka3alld eMy
0 EUHCTBEHHOM crocobe, Giaronaps KOTOPOMY OHH CMOTYT OOLIATHCA
apyr ¢ napyroM. Oyenb crapom crnocobe. OH ecTh HOYTH Y BCEX Hapo-
JIOB U BO Bcex ApeBHUX jerenaax. HyxHo npuHecTH B xepTBy AeBy. Ei
HY)XHO OBUIO NMOKOPUTHCA MX KOJNJOBCTBY, a MOTOM CIIYXHThb CBS3YIO-
LIYM 3BEHOM MeX Iy ABYMS HapoaaMu. UenoBeueckuit pa3yM, FrOBOPUIN
OHMU, CJIMUIKOM CJIOXKHBIH, CIHILIKOM Pa3sHOPOJHbIHA, UTOObI B3auMoaei-
CTBOBAaTh C TaKMMHU pa3yMaMu, Kak y HUX. X KOnJOBCTBO HM3MEHHUT
pasyM [eBbl, pa3ieJIMB €ro TakK, 4T0 OOLeHHE CTaHET BO3MOXHBIM.
Toraa oHu He cka3asu, KakoBbl OyAyT Ipyrue NoCiaeICTBUSA KOJIJOBCTBA.
Jns >xeprBonpuHoiieHus Kopons BoiOpan cBoto 104b. OH mocyuTan ee
€IMHCTBEHHOMH, KOMY MOXHO TOBEPHUTDH Takol BaxkHbIi moct. K ToMy e
UX POACTBO JOJKHO ObUTO MOMoYE Nepenaye Mx 3nanuit Koponto. S vu-
4ero 00 3ToM He 3Ha. S oyeHb moOun noyb Kopons. Ecnu 6st s fora-
nancs, To obs3arensHo Ob1 BMewaincs. Ho s npuiien k Hayaiy LepeMo-
HUY U BCE MOHAN TOJBKO, KOTZAA CTAJIO CIMIIKOM MO3AHO... — OXOTHHK
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OTBEPHYJICH K 3€pKaiy, OJEPHYJI >KMBOTHBIX Ha MOBOJKE U CKIOHMIICH
HaJ HUMH, CIOBHO YTOObI HE BUJETb 3Ty CLEHy BHOBb. — CMOTpH, —
CKasajl OH.

OHHM JIBUTAIHCH 3aMBICIIOBAaThIMH, JKYTKOBATO THOKMMH IIaraMy BO-
KpYT OrHEeHHBIX kamHel. B LeHTpe crosina ¢urypa B Byanu, u Koposns ¢
KaKo#-To 00J1€3HEHHON HEeTepIeNMBOCTbLIO TOAANCS BIEpeN.

U3 6nectsiero xpyra B LEHTPE BBIIPLITHYN oroHb. OH 06pa3oBan
nupaMuly 6eforo CBeTa, U, Korna oHa OnyCTUNaCh, Byalb C IEBYLUKH B
ueHTpe npomnana. OHa cMOTpesa U3-M0J, KeJe3HOH KOPOHBI yCThIMHY,
HEBUASIKMMHU JIUIOBBIMY MazaMH. TeMHbIe BONOCHI KOJBLAMU JIeXKanu
y Hee Ha IuIeyax.

V Hee ObL1M KpacuBble, HEXHBIE TyObl, 1 axe celiyac ee 3HaKOMasl,
U3sLIHAas, J)KUBas KpacoTa 3acTaBuna bolica BHe3anHo nonarbcs BIEpea
M 3aTauThb AbIXaHHUE, 3a0bIB ke O CYILECTBaX, PACXaKMBAIOLIMX BO-
KpYT OTH$, 0-3MEHHOMY [BHMras pyKaMy B CBOOOJHBIX MAHTUAX.

— Hpara... — ycnplwan oH cBoil COOCTBEHHbIH LIENOT.

Oronp nopusncs cHoBa. Yepes Hero crpoiiHas ¢urypa B KOpoHe
6bu1a nouTu He BUAHA. OHa MepLana U Kasajiach CTpaHHO pa3sMBITOH 3a
ninaMeHHol mupMoii. 3ateM ¢urypa pasaenunach, pa3ABoOUIACh.

Oronb onycTuics. BHyTpu ropsuiero konblia CTOsIO ABE (GUIYpbL.
Ho Toneko cexynay. 3arem Mpara ogHMM MilaBHBIM JBI>KEHUEM MPHU-
MOZIHANIA TIaThe M NepelarHyna yepes Hu3koe riams. Ee masa Obu
ApKO-(HONETOBbIMH, LIBETA OTHA. A NULO CBETUIIOCH KPAcOTOii, eue 60-
Jniee ocleIUIAIoNIeH, ueM koraa-nubo 3Hana npexHss Mpara. Ho teneps
B Hel MOsIBUIACH ONIACHOCTD U IPOCTHAsA, U3MEHYUBas APOCTh.

A 3A HEﬁ, B 3aKOJIJOBAHHOM KOJIbLIE CTOsjIa HEenoJBHXKHAs Je-
Bymka. He neByuika — MmpamopHas ¢urypa, 6neqHas, kak kKaMeHb, CO-
BEPLICHHO JIMIIEHHAst )XU3HU, MPaMOpHbIE BOJIOCHI JieXalld Ha ee Mpa-
MOpHBIX IJleYax, a MpaMOpHas MaHTHs Joxojauia A0 camoro nona. Ee
PYKH OBbLITH COMKHYTBI B 3aMOK Mepe]] Hell, ria3za 3aKpbITbl, a 0e3MATexk-
Has1, 6e3xu3HeHHas, purypa Opakyna Kepaka npunsia ¢opMy B KoJbLe
OrHsI ¥ NIPOCTO CTOsAJIAa TaM, rnoka KMpara nerko yiia ot Toro, YTo ocra-
JIOCh OT npeXkHel Mparsl.

3710 OBIIO TO XK€ CaMOE JIMLIO — €CJIU MOIJIO OBITh TaK, C yUe€TOM TOTO,
YTO U3 Hee Teneps Obuia BeicocaHa Bes xku3Hb. M bolic noHsn, yto gon-
seH ObUl y3HaTh 3T0 MpaMopHoe 110 B Kepake — WM Mor ero y3Harb
B TOM HEYEJIOBEYECKOM CHE, B KOTOPOM He ObUIO HCKOPKH, OCTaBILEHCS
y HoBo# HMpartbl. Ho namsaTe cnuuikoM HecoBeplieHHa. OH He y3Hal HU
ee JIMIa, HU UMEHH, U B Oe3xu3HeHHOM Opakyiie He OBbIJI0 HUYEro, YTo
Mory10 Obl HAMOMHUTB O NpexHei Mpare.

OXOTHHK, HaKJIOHUBILIUCH, BCE €LUE Yecas rojOBy OAHOIO U3 CBOUX
phIyalIUX 3BEpei.
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— 5 mobun ee J0... TOro, Kak OHa U3MEHUJIACh, — TUXO CKas3al OH,
Kkak Oyaro 3Bepro. — Kak s mor nepecrars Jitobuts ee nocne? 1 B ee xo-
polleii NoNoBHHE HE OCTATIOCH HUYEro, YTO MY>KYMHA MOT ObI JIIOOUTS,
MO3TOMY s POJOIKa MIOOUTH HOBYIO Mpaty, kakoii oHa crana — 31yio,
OMaCHYIO U y>KacCHY0 JUIsl TOTO, KTO, KaK U s, BUAUT HE TOJIBKO TO, UTO
HaxoauTcs cHapyxu. Ho B cepalie MoeM oHa Bee ele Ta camas Hpara,
KOTOPYIO 5 T100I0.

OXOTHUMK BHE3allHO yAapuJil pbiyaliero 3geps no mopae. Tot mosep-
HYJICS U C KOllaybeil OBICTPOTO MOJOCHYN MO ero no pyke oOHaXKeH-
HBIM KJIbIKaMU. OXOTHUK 3aCMESUICA U OTTOJIKHYJ 3Bepsl.

— OHHU He CMOIIUM YHHUTOXHMTh MPaMOpPHYIO CTaTylo, koTopasi Oblia
€IMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OCTaJIOCh, KOrAa o0pas U O6e3rpeliHas MnojoBHHa
pasyma HMpats! oTAenuach OT 37101 4acTH, 3HAIOLIEH 0 Maruy CIUIIKOM
MHoro. Mpara xotena yanutoxuts ee. Kazanocs, naxe BUI CTaTyu Npu-
BoAuJ ee B GelieHcTBO. OHa nepecrtasna ObiTh npexHeit Mparoi, u Mpa-
MOpHO€ CYULIECTBO HATOMUHAJIO €ii 0 COOCTBEHHOM HEMOTHOIEHHOCTH,
4ero OHa He MOra BbIHOCUTB. A MM 6but0 Bee paBHO. OHM NONYYMIIH,
4TO XOTeNu, U 6onbliue He codupanuch nomorarb. [losTomy Hpara, Ha-
Jiesich IPOTHATH €€ ¢ INla3 U U3 BOCTIOMMHAHMIA, OTIpaBUiia €e B TyMaH-
Hble 3emMyid. Tonbko 6Oru 3HaNM, Kakue MbICIH BUTAIOT B CIIOKOMHHOM,
KaMeHHOM pa3yMe Opakyna. Ho kakue-To BOCIIOMHHAHHS O CBOeil Ma-
Tepu npusenu ee B Kepak, 4 KpecTOHOCLIbI BIyCTUIIU €€ B 3aMOK. 3a-
Tem HMpara nocnana orHeHHyo kietky, 4roobt Opakyna aepkanu B 3a-
KITIOYEHUH, Hazesch, 4To ['opon ynnbiset, U ¢purypa, koraa-to ObIBIIas
4acThIO €€ caMo¥, HaBcerna octaHeTcs noszagu. Ho Bce okasanoce He
TaK npocTo. J[Be ee NOJOBUHKU pa3beMHUIIUCh HE MONHOCTbIO. Mexay
HHMH OCTajiach CBA3b, TaKas CUJIbHAs, YTO NOKA OHA MPOTSHYTA MEXY
Kepakom u ['opogom, Te Toxke He MOTYT pasAeauThCs. JTO O3HAUAET,
yto Mpara nomxHa 3axBaruth Opakyna Kepaka. Ho ona He 3HaerT, kak.
TeM He MeHee, yke O4eHb, OYEHb JIaBHO MBITAETCs JOOUTbCS dKenae-
Moro. Celfyac oHa cTpaulHO Myapas — ropasfio myapee MeHs. Jlymato,
OHa 3HAeT, KaK YHUUYTOXUTb CBOIO BTOpPYIO nonoBuHy. Ho Opakyn Toxe
myap. U Tankpen, mar Kepaka, Toxke B HEKOTOPOM CMbICHIE SBISAETCS
BparoM Kpartel. Tak yTo OHa He Moria BoiiTH B Kepak — rmoka He Haiia
Te0s1.

boiic BHe3anHo nepebmy OXOTHUKA, MEUIEHHO AOCTAaIOLIEro BOC-
NOMHHAHUSI U3 CBOEro pasyMa U, Ka3alocCh, 3aHOBO IEPENUBAOLLETO
NpoLLIOE.

— Tsl mKewb, — cka3an OH CO Bcel HagMeHHOCThIo [mnneama. — S
TOXeE €€ 3HaJl.

OH 3akonebaincs U He ckasan: «S Toxe ee mobuny». OH mobun apy-
rylo, Hactoslyto, uenyo Mpary. Bpsan nu oHu korma-HuOyap BCTpe-
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TATCSI CHOBA, HO OJIHAX/IbI OHM BCTpevauch — boiic 6611 B 3TOM yBepeH
— ¥ TOrza oHa ObUTa HacToALUEH.

— 51 3Ha10. — OXOTHHK B3IVISIHYJI HA HEro M3-1oJl MoJIOCaToro Karo-
LI0HA, B €r0 I71a3aX CBEPKHYJa HEHABUCTh U PEBHOCTh, HO I'OJIOC OCTa-
BaJICsi crioKoeH. — Thi 3Han ee Toraa xke, Koraa u s, B OQUH M3 TeX MO-
MEHTOB, KOrja oHa Hacrosilas. [loHumaelup, ObIBalOT BpeMeHa, Koraa
OTHEHHas kJieTKa He ckoBbiBaeT Opakxyna Kepaka. Ceiiuac onuH u3 Ta-
KUX NepuonoB, boiic. — TemHbie ma3za nompaydenu. — Tbl BbICTyIan
MeHs, Yunbsam boiic, notomy uTto Hyxxaancs B 00bsicHeHUsAX. Ho kak Tbl
JIyMaellb, Io4YeMy s pellus pacckasarh Tedbe Bce 3To?

Boiic 3amekancs. Ho, eiiie He yCrieB 3aroBOpUTh, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ
nepeMeHy B Jvue OXOTHHKA, OHO CTaJO BAPYT APKUM U JIMKYIOLIMM, KaK
MOJIHUS, pa3pe3aroulas CBUHL0BOE OCeHHee Hebo.

U TyT Botic oco3Hai cBoro omubky. Ero oxBatuno octTpoe coxaneHue,
TIOHMMaHUe TOTO, YTO OH KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM cJierno fnomnas B IOBYLIKY ...
U 3aT€M, Ha HEBbIHOCMMOE MI'HOBEHUE IOJIOBOKDPY>KEHMs, CTEHbI Nepes
HUM HaKJIOHWINCh, yeXainu BOOK M pacTBOPHIIMCH B PEBYILEM Xaoce.

boiica okyTan kpyxauuiicsa Tymad. J[pyroit pasym, apyras cuiia uc-
N0Nb30Baa €ro, Kak yejaoBeyeckas pyka ynpasiseT Mexadusmom. Teno,
I1a3a ¥ MbIC/IU NepecTaiy ObiTh ero coocTBeHHbIMU. OH HEHA0JIro Mo-
naJji B MECTO, Iie HeT HU BpEMEHH, HU CBETa, B KPEMOCTh, HAXOAALLYOCS
B caMoii rmyOuHe pa3yMa, Kyla He CMOXeET 3a0paTbCsi HM OIMH BOD.

YynoBuuizas knayctpogobus ocnabna 1 BCkope ucyesna COBCEM.

BOMC CHOBA crosit nepez cMeroMcsi OXOTHUKOM.

Korga oH nombitancs roBopuTts, ¢ ero ryd cnerenu Xxpuiuible, Gec-
cMbIcieHHble 3Byku. [1a3za OxoTHuKa nobegHo 3acBepKanu.

— CIIO’)XHO TOBOPUTbD, J1a, boic? — ycMexHyscs OH. — DTO NPOJIUTCS
Henonro. Yepes mapy cekyHA 3To oliyuleHue npoiaer. Korna yenosek
NOKHIAET CBOE TEJI0, BEPHYTHCS HE BCEraa npocTo.

Boiic cropbui miedu, oIy THB Takol rHeB, Kakol eMy Npexae He J0-
BOJIMJIOCH UCTIBITHIBATh, THEB HA 3TOT0O KOJAYHA, UCIOJB3YIOIIEro ero
NPOCTO TaK, KaKk YeJIOBEK HaTArMBaeT Nepyarky, a 3aTeM CHUMAeT ee.

Boiic mouyBcTBOBaN, KaK TEMJo BO3BpAlLAETCs K ero KOHEUYHOCTAM,
XOTsl OH TOJILKO Ceiiuac MOHSI, YTO OHU OHEMEIIH.

— Tel...

— T'oBopu! Tbl oka3an MHe orpoMHylo ycnyry, boiic. 5, no kpaiineit
Mepe, 00s13aH Jarh TeOe YeCTHbII OTBET.

— YTo TBI 3aCTaBUI MEHS CAENaTh?

JIno oxoTHHKa cTano cepbe3HbIM. U Temepb B ero miasax 3abie-
CTeJI0 HeYTo, OYEeHb MoXoxee Ha Oe3ymue.

— Th1 BBITOSTHUI 11 MEHSL OJHO nopyueHue. He TBoe Teno — apyras
qacTh Tebs1, TBOH pa3yM, BO3MOXKHO, TBOs aywia. CekyHay Has3an s 1o-
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cnan ee B Kepak. Tsl 320611 Mou cnoBa? Ceifuac ofivH U3 TeX KOPOTKHX
NepUooB, koraa Opakysl HE CKOBaHA OTHEHHOM KIIETKOH.

— UYmo mui coenan?

— 51 ucnonw3oBan Tebds, 4ToObI No3BaTh Opakyna ciona. byayuu ceo-
0011HO#1, OHa MOXKET XOIUTh, [Ae ei B3yMaeTCs — HO 3aKJISTHE ITyCTOTHI
NepXuT ee aaxe ceiduac. Ona uaet B [opon, mOTOMy 4YTO Thl [10O3BAJI €€,
boiic.

— C YETI'O BbI EH otseuars Ha Moii 308? — Xpuio cnpocun Boiic.

— A pa3Be XeHIMHA He JOJDKHA MJTH Ha 30B CBOEro JTI0OOBHUKA?

OXOTHHK OTYEKaHWJI 3TH CJIOBA TaK Pe3KO U TOYHO, OYATO BO PTY Y
Hero ObUIO OCTpoe Jie3BUe HOXKa. A Ha juue Obula HanmucaHa 4yucTas
PEBHOCTb.

JIro6oBHMK? Myx? Ho 3To Mpara npuxonuia Ha 3eMitio. ..

— Eciu xouelis, 51 iuily Te0s XU3HH, — TUXO cKazan OXOTHUK. — DTo
camblii nyuiuuid BapuaHT. Jlyuiue, yem xu3Hb. Bo3MOXHO, B CMEPTH Thl
Boccoeaunmiubcs ¢ Opakynom Kepaka.

JloxxHoe cnokoiicTBie OXOTHHKA, BBI3BAHHOE CTPACThIO, PA303JIHIIO
Boiica Oonbiile, yeM HacMEWIKU. Dmom KOAOYH Modicem YNpasisamb
MHOU MAKdiCce N1e2Ko, KaK emep NOOHUMAEm C 3eMNU TUCMb, TTIONYMa
oH. Ho...

— K uepty TBOIO Maruio! — npopesen boiic.

Xonoz NOKUHYJ ero KoHeyHOCTH. OroHb IPOCTH paciulaBul Napaim-
3yIOLIUH JIeN.

OXOTHHK TaK JOJTO Cpaxxalics MpH NOMOLIM MaruyecK1x panup, 4ro,
BUJIUMO, 3a0b1n Oonee npuMHTHBHBIE MeToabl 60pbObl. Kynak Boiica
nomnaju eMy B YellCTb, U OT 3TOr0 MOLIHOro, CBUPENOro yaapa pyky
Boiica BCTpsAXHYJ0 A0 caMoro nieya.

OH caenan 3TO MPOCTO TaK, ABWXUMBbIA BHE3alHBIM, HHCTHHKTHUB-
HbIM OTBpallleHWEM K JIMMKOW MayTMHE KOJJI0BCTBA, B KOTOPOH 3amy-
TaJcs, Kak TOJIbKO MOMaJl B 3TOT 4Y>KOil MUP — M JaXe €llle PaHblLe.

To, yto OxoTHHK Mcnonb30Ban bolica, ero pasyMm u Teno, ¢ npe3pu-
TeJILHBIM Oe3pa3nyieM Kk ero COOCTBEHHBIM TPeOOBaHUAM, BIPYT CTAJIO0
HeBbIHOCUMMbIM. U 3Ta kunsulas, uiyiias BbIXx0/1a HEHaBUCTb BbUIMJIACH
B yIap, 3actaBlunii OXOTHHKA BpacIljioX ¥ OTTOJKHYBLIMH €ro K CTEHE.

— Marus! — BocksinkHyn boiic ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO B ronose. — BoT kak ee
HYXHO JICYUTD!

Ho OxotHuk He mMor oTBeTUTb. OH Obin cMsTOM, 6e3MonBHOH dury-
POIii, a o 1IEKe Y HEro CTeKalla CTpyHka KpOBH.

KyTkuii, npoH3UTEeNbHBIA KpUK 3acTaBui boiica nmoBepHyThCs. OH
3a0bL1 PO cBOpY. OrpoMHbBIE MATHUCThIE KOLIKM BCTPEBOXKEHHO U 6e3-
3BYYHO XOIHWJIM B3aJ-BIepe] 110 3aMbicioBaTtoi TpaekTopuu. Kpacussie,
HO 06e3yMHBbIe MOp/bl HEOTPBIBHO cMOTpenu Ha Boiica.
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OH ObICTPO Orsgien KOMHaTy. 30J0THCTO-4YE€pPHBIE NOPTHEPHI Pacxo-
JWIKMCh BOJIHAMU OT JbiXaHus BeTpa. bolic oCTOpoXHO caenan imar B
3TOM HallpaBJieHHH.

3arem apyroil. Copa Bce eule konebanach. Bolic norsHyncs 1o
OOPThEP M CKONB3HYN noj HUux. Kak oH U JoraapiBaics, TaMm ObLI Mpo-
xo. Merammuyeckas JBepb Obljla Hapacmaiiky, a eMy B JIHLO, HOKpPbi-
TO€ 110TOM, [1OJlyJI IPUATHBINA BETEPOK.

W3 koMHaThI 0334, pa3aajics nevyaibHbIid BOIUIb 3Bepeil, B KOTOPOM
ObL10 HEUTO HeuenoBeyeckoe. Bonib NOBTOpPsICS CHOBaA U CHOBA.

Boiic meuoM 3axJonHyn aBeph. 3acoBa Ha Hel He OBUTO, TOJBKO 3a-
uiesyika, HO €e MOXHO Obll10 OTKpBITh ¢ 00enx cTopoH. Ecnu OXoTHUK
NIPUJIET B ceOsl. ..

Bojic HenpUATHO YXMbUIbHYJICS U paclipaBuil LUMPOKUE TUICYH.

3areM MOBEPHYJICS M MPUHSANICA BIIAAbLIBATLCS B TYCKIIblE, TOayOble
CyMepKH TYHHeN.

ITABA XIII. Koponbs mepme

BOMC kakoe-To Bpems JyMall, YTO CTeHbl 3aBeLlaHbl 3aHaBECKaMU C
(anTacTuueckumu pucynkamu. Ho 3atem yBunen 6onee yetko. Yps-To
HUCKYCHas pyka BbIpe3ajla Ha 3TUX cTeHax Oapenbednl. Tam Obuty
JUKYHIJIM: KOPHM, BETBU — WJIM, BO3MOXHO, 3M€H, — 3a NeperuieTeHU-
AMH KOTOpBIE HE MOT ycleauTh ma3. KamMeHb CTeH ObUT pa3HOLIBETHBIM,
U3pe3aHHbIM ApKUMU O0pO3aKaMu M NOONECKUBAIOLIMM CIIOAON U Apa-
rOLEHHBIMU KaMHAMH. CTEHbI U KpblLla TYHHEJs, Ka3aloch, BIJINCH
NepeIuIeTAOIMMUCS OrPAXKACHUAMHU U3 KOPHEH.

Yepes kpoleyHble e B pe3HOM KaMHe MpoOuBaics rony0oBaThii
CBET, CJIOBHO BeCh Oapenbed Kpenuics Ha CBETsLLIeiCcs MOBEPXHOCTH.

Kakoii-To MHCTHHKT 3acTaBuJl botica onycTuTh pyKy K 6ezpy, HO Meua
TaM He 0Ka3aJioch, ero, 6e3 comMmHeHus, 3abpaii, NoKa OH HaXoAuJICs B
3akntodeHuu y Upatbl. OH He xoTen aymarb O Heid.

Boiic He Mor BepHyThca. M1 OXOTHUK JOMKEH OB CKOPO OYHYTHCS,
€CJ14 3amax KpoBH He pazOyauil y CBOpbl Fo1oA.

Boiic Tuxo wen no kopunopy. [epermneratoluecs KoyibLia Ha CTEHE U
TIOTOJIKH OBUTY HETOJBMXXHBIMU. TeM He MeHee, ero HU Ha CeKyHIy He
MOKUJANO NOKasblBalollee YyBCTBO TPEBOTU, OyATO TYT Tausach Kaka-
A-TO YyHAOBHUIIHAs onacHOCTh. CIIOBHO OH 1IN PSJOM C NesieHoH, crno-
co0Hoi1 B m000ii MOMEHT pa3opBarbCs, KOTOpask y)Ke pa3opBajiach, U U3
HEU3BECTHOI'0, Y>)KaCHOIO MECTa MaXHYJ0 4yXJbIM BETEPKOM.

HepgBel... Hy, y Bolica 6bln1 npuuuHbl HepBHuyarh! Ha ero cyposom
JMLie paciuibliach IIMpoKas yibiOka. Pe3ko momacTh U3 HOpMasbHOM
XKU3HM B JJAOUPUHT APEBHETO U YY>KAOro KOJAOBCTBA U MHTPHUT ObLIO
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JIeJIOM BIIOJIHE OOBIUHBIM AJis 3noxu ['mnneama uz HopManaum, oGuias-
LIerocs ¢ BelbMaMi, KOJJAyHaMH U capalUHCKMMH MaraMu, 1 CBATO B
Hux Bepsuero. Ho boiic-to He Bepui. To, ¢ yeM cyeBepHbIi KpeCTOHO-
cell Clerno comallaeTcs, COBpEMEHHOMY YENOBEKY KaXXeTcs B3IOPOM.

BosmoxxHo, momyman Boiic, OH ClIMIIKOM MHOTO MMPUHUMAET Ha BEPY.
OH nomkeH ObLT BO BCEM COMHEBATbCsi € CamMoro Hayajua. XOTs €ro
pa3yM He COBCeM MpHHaJIexall eMy. bonbliei 4acThio, OH SBJSAICS HH-
CTPYMEHTOM B YMEJbIX pyKaX ApPYIHX.

CnpaBa, nocpey pe3HbIX KOpHel, noka3ajiach pe3Has KaMeHHas ro-
JI0Ba KaKoro-To >xuBoTHOro. KameHHbie miaza CMOTpeny, HO HUYEro He
BUzieny. B HUX — 32 HUMH, — Ka3aJI0Ch, POCITH 00JIECKUBAIOIIKE YITIH.

TuwmHa cryuanach.

Boiic nponomxkan uaru. Bapenbedsl clieBa U cnpaBa He 3aKaH4YHMBa-
such. Ha HEKOTOpBIX ObUIHM XKMBOTHBIE, HA APYTHX JIIONK.

B caMoM KOHLIe OH Ha CEKyHAY OCTAHOBWIICA TMEpes OAHOH M3 Ka-
MEHHbIX MaCOK U MIOCMOTpeE Ha Hee. M3 4entocTi poc KOpeHb, CTPaHHO
nehopMuUpyIOIKMii MOpAY, HO BblpE3aHHbI U3 Jpyroro Marepuana, He-
JKENU JpyTHe cepble, PaHUTHbIE MAacKH, KOTOpbie Monajanuck boiicy Ha
rmasa. Y, nox konbLamy yCUKOB, OH pas3risfieNl TEMHbIE KOHTYpbI Tena.

CkynbsnTop B MOApoOHOCTAX BbIpe3a Jaxe paayxKHble 000J04KU U
3padky OTKpPHITHIX [Ma3 MopAbl. OHa noxoamna Ha... OHa BeIMIsAAENa,
Kak...

KameHntble ryObl LieBeabHYNUCh.

C TpymoM JBUrasch ¢ CyXUM, KAMEHHBIM CKPEXETOM, KOTOPbIH Obl1
6eCKOHEUHO y)KaCHbIM, I'0JIOBA 3aroBOpUJIA.

— boiic, — npocToHana kaMeHHas MOpJa, @ KAMEHHBIH A3bIK MPOLUEIT-
KaJl 10 KaMEHHbIM 3y0am, BIrOBapuBas UMs. — boiic!

Tyt Boiic y3Han 1110 ¥ NOHs, Kakoi koHel xxaan ['ondpu Mopens.
XOTs 3TOT KOHEL, ellle HE MpULIEel.

OH IMPOTSIHYJI pyKky K OTBpaTUTEJIbHbIM PE3HbIM KOPHSIM, HO He-
4eJI0BeYECKUH rojoc 0OCTaHOBUII €T0.

— Croii! He npukacaiics k creHam! He Tporaii ux!

Boiic nousn, 4ro Apoxut. OH 001M3HYN Nepecoxilue ryobl.

— T'ondpu, — ckaszan oH. — UTo... pa3Be TYT HeT...

— INocnyiait, — ckasan ['oadpu Mopenbs kaMeHHBIM A3bIKOM. — OueHb
CKOpO ... 3amonuy. Ho no aroro... — Illenuku npekparuiuch.

—Yro s Mory caenarb? — xpuIio cnpocun boiic. — OTu cylecrtsa. ..

— 51 yxe cran ux yacTteto, — orBeTHl ['ofdpu. — Hacteio. 10 aackoe
pacrenue. JIpsBonbckoe. 3ech HaxoATCA €ro KOpHH, HO 1O BCEMY To-
pony, BHYTpU CTE€H, [IOA MOJIOM, B TallHE pacTyT YCUKHM. DTO pacTeHue
Jl>xamMasi — ero ILLUTHOH.

— Jxamasn?
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— JpsBONIBCKOE CYLIECTBO, — YCUJIMBLIMMCS IoJIOCOM cka3zan ['ondpu.
— C ero noMoLIblO OH Y3HaeT Bce cekpeThl [opoaa. BHyTpu cTeH pactyT
YCHKH, OHHM CIYyILAIOT... BUAAT... U, Koraa Jxamaii NMpUXOAUT CIOAA,
OTBEYaAIOT Ha BCEro ero BOIpockl. S BUAeN, kak 3To npoucxoaut! Pac-
TEHUE HYXXHO MHOIAA KOPMUTh MO3[aMH J>KMBBIX CYLIECTB, MHA4Ye OHO
cTaHeT 0ObIYHbIM pacTeHHeM. OH co3jal ero JaBHbIM-aBHO — € TIOMO-
IIBIO KOJIOBCTRA.

Konnosctea? B 3THX nyraroumx ronyoslx cyMepkax ObiJIo JIErKO 1o-
BEPUTHL B Takoe 0ObjCHEHHE, HO MOCKOJIbKY boiic HenaBHO y3Ha, 4To
OXOTHHMK TOXe€ ysS3BUM, OH HE MOT NMPUHATH 3TO Ha CJOBO. PacTeHus
MOIJIM pearupoBarh Ha BHELIHHNE pazJpaXKUTeNId — 3TO Ha3bIBaJIOCh T'H-
[epuy BCTBUTENbHOCTBIO — PACTEHUs], O (PAKTY, MOIIH BUJIETh, C/1bILLIATD
W oyiaTh Bubpauuu. Jaxke B bepOanke 3Hanu 0 MyTauuy pacTeHUi.

[Ton BO3AeiicTBUEM OMpeAeNeHHbIX aHOMANIBHBIX pa3fpaxuTenei,
CYLIECTBOBaHHE TAKOIO YYJOBHILHOTO pacTeHHs OBbLIO TEOPETHUYECKH
BO3MOXKHO — FMIepyyBCTBUTENLHOE pacTeHue, NoAAaroLieecs NpaMomy
KOHTpOJIIO, BIMTHIBAIOLIEE MO3IOBYIO TKaHb M, BO3SMOXHO, camy JHep-
ruro pazyma. CrieLnaibHOE pacTeHHeE, KOTOPBIM MOXKHO YNPaBIIsATh, KaK
MalKHOoM!

Teopernuecku 310 6bUI0 BO3MOXKHO. HO 3TO He yMeHbluano yxac,
BbI3bIBaeMbIil yynoBuLieM. boiic nodyyBcTBOBa c1alyio TOLHOTY, ycTa-
BUBIIKCH HA OfieJHOE, 3aCThIBLIEE JULO Ha CTEHE HaJl HUM.

— 51 y>ke nouTH yacTh... ITOro cyuiecTsa, — ckasan [oadpu Mopens.
— 51 y3Hai koe-4To... U3 TOro, YTO U3BECTHO eMy. B HECKONIbKUX YacTiaX
['opona ecTb KOHTpMarnueckue GaliHU, OTTOHAIOLIME a/ICKOE CO3JlaHue.
Hanpumep, oHO He MOXET IPOHUKHYTh BO ABopel; Kopons. Opakyn uaet
ctona. Jxamaii nonbitaercs youts ee. Mpara... HenaBuaut Opakyna. B
Topone ecTs TONbLKO OAHA cuiia, cOocoOHas... — [onoc cTHX, HO Yepe3
CEKYHJy 3aroBOpUJI CHOBA, MEHee YeTko. — TspKeno... roBopuTs. My k
Koposnto. Jlymaro... OH CMOXET NOMOYb. .. HeHaBUAUT Mpaty Takxe, kak
OHa... HeHaBuAauT ero. Cxaxu emy... [>xamaii no3zsan Opakyna croa. ..

— IMomoxxmu, — cka3an boiic. — 310 e OXOTHHK. ..

— ThI TONIBKO y1I€N OT... J>kamas.

— Her. I'ondpu, Tb onbaewbes. S coexan or OXOTHHKA.

— OXOTHMK... U ecTb Ixamaii. Tot xe... — M3 pasuHyTOoro pra ka-
MEHHOTO JIMIa BRIpBAJICS XpUIIbIA cToH. — [Ton npakoHbeii MOpaoii. ..
noraiinoit xoa! K Koposnio — 6bictpo! Boicmpo!

U nuuo oxameneno!

—T'ondpu, — ckazan Boiic u 3areM npoxpuyuai. — I oogpu!

Ha Hero cMoTpeny KaMeHHbIE I1a3a.

Tony6oii TyHHeNb HaNONHUIIA TULIMHA.

Boiic nmpomomkun uaru. TomHOTa Bce ellle He OTIMyckaja ero, HO
TO, YTO y HEro Tenepb NOsABUIIACH KAaKas-TO 3ajava, NpUAaJo eMy CHIlL.
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I'ongpu Mopens pacckasan eMy coBceM HeMHOro, Ho boiic foranancs,
410 Koponb 3T0ro 3akongoBaHHoro I'opoga Mor oka3arbcsi COIO3HUKOM.
Wnu, no kpaiiHeil Mepe, BparoM ero Bparos.

Hpara u Opakyn ObUIM OOHMM M TEM Xe... Korga-to aaBHo. Ko-
ponb KongyHos Mor HeHaBuaeTs Mpary, HO nodeMy Obl OH HEHaBHIEN
Opakyna?

U 10, uto OXOTHHK... 3T0 J[>kaMaii? bo¥ic nmonsITancs MOHATh, B YEM
TYT cMbich. 3aueM OXOTHUKY NpukuabiBathesd JkamaeMm unu Haobo-
pot? 3auem...

OxotHuk — unu Jxamaii, unu onu oba, — ecnu npuuen B ceds no-
cie ollesoMIsOLIEro ynapa boiica, To 6pocuncs B noroHro. Bmecrte co
cBoeii cBopoit. boiic OpicTpee norien no roayoomMy npoxozy.

B konue oH Hamen mopay ApakoHa. Kamennywo mopay. Takoe cy-
LIeCTBO HUKOT/A He CyluecTBOBasio Ha 3emie. boiic yBuaen mpenredy
JIpPEBHUX IEPEBSIHHBIX IPABIOP, XOTA II€ PE3YUKU BUAENH UCTOYHUK, OH
HE MOT MOHATb. Yy0BUIIHAs, OCKAIMBLUA’ACS MOpJa HaBUC/IA HAJl HUM,
BJABAACh B KOPUAOP TaK, YTO BoiiCy npuiiocs OCTOPOXHO NPOTHCKU-
BaThcsi 60KOM, YTOOBI HE 33[€Th MOONECKMBAIOIME CTEHBI C THPJISH-
JlaMH LIBETOB.

3Has, 4TO Tenepb Aenarb, boiic cTan Gonblue, yeM mpexe, 00ATbCs
KOCHYTbCSl SIDKMX, HEMOJABMXKHBIX YCHKOB, SIBJSIBLUMXCS TOJIOAHBIMU
KOPHSIMM MyTHPOBaBLIEro pacTeHuUs, kotopoe co3aan [[xamaii.

JIPAKOHDBSI MOPIIA 6bi1a OrpOMHO#, €€ HIDKHSASA YeNIOCTh ITOKOU-
J1ach HAa KAMEHHOM M0y, a YelllyiyaToe pbuio MOBUCIIO B METPE HAJ Io-
noBoit boiica. OH Mor BOWTH B 3TOT HEBEPOSTHBIHN, pasUHYThIH poT. Bee
BOKpYT MOpAb! 3apociio kopHaMu. Ecnu Tyt u 6611 notaiinoii xon, boiic
HE CyMeJ NOHATh, Kak €ro OTKPbITh, HE KOCHYBLIMCH CTeH. Bo3MoXxHO,
neperieTeHHble 3aBUTKH ObUTH HE OMacHbI... HO €My TaK He Ka3alloCh.
Korna oH 3anen nneyoM 6apenbed, ero koxka CMOPLIMIACS.

JIpaKkoHbIO MOpPAY €O BCEX CTOPOH OKpY>Kayii OTpocTkU. Ho BHyTpH
3TOW pa3UHYyTOM MACTH. ..

Botic 3arnsHyn B Hee. ['onyboBaroe cBeueHNe NPOHUKAJIO COBCEM He
rmy6oko. Pasymeercs, ecnu 310 ObL1 poxof B Apyroii TyHHeNb, OX0T-
HUK — [Ixamail — yxe 3Haji 00 3TOM.

Cnerka mpurHyBiuuch, boiic Boien B ApakoHbto nacTk. [lepen coboii
OH YBU/JIEJ 3aHAaBEC U3 KAMEHHbIX KOpHe# — cTeHy. Ero okarusno BonHOM
pa3oyapoBaHMsl.

Korna oH moBepHyscs, 4ToObl BBIATH 0OpaTHO, HEPOBHAs MOBEPX-
HOCTh I0J] HOraMH TnojBeJia ero. boiic crioTkHynca U ciy4yailHO yXBa-
TUNCA 3a OnrKaifunii npeamer.

Boiic ynepxaics, HO ObUIO yxe mo3aHo. Pykoll OH AOTpoHYJNCS 10
CTEHBI. ..
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Het, He moTtponyncs! JlafoHbIO OH HUYEro He MOYYBCTBOBAJ. JTO
3HaymIIO. .. OH OCTOPOXKHO BBITAHYJ pyKy cHOBa. CTeHa Oblia BUAMMOH,
HO He ocsi3aeMoil. Pyka mpolia yepe3 kaMeHHbIe KOPHH, KOTOpbIe OH
e/1Ba BHJIEI.

Boiic MeasieHHO BbICTaBUA HOTY. 3a CTEHO# ObLT MOJT.

OH mpoiuesn Yyepe3 HECYLIECTBYOLIYIO Iperpaay U okasaics B 6e3-
3By4HOMH, KPOMELUHOW TEMHOTE.

DTO OLIyUICHHE JUIUIOCH JIMIUL CeKyHIy. [1ouTH cpa3y OH mouys-
CTBOBa/ pAAOM ObICTpoe ABMXeHHe. Ero o6aano CuiibHbIM MOPLIBOM
BeTpa. TeM He MeHee, JABHXEHUE ObLIO XaOTHYHBIM, CJIOBHO OH CTOsI
B MaluuHe, Mualleiica yepe3 Cepzue ropoaa, Hem3BecTHO Kyaa. Hey-
xenu Koposib noctpousn 310 — yem Obl OHO HU OBLIO — YTOOBI ClEAUTb
3a JlxxamaeM?

BricTpoe nBmxeHue npekparuiiock. Bo3Huk cBet, 6nenHblit u Gec-
1BeTHBIA. BoMC cTOsAN B KpolledHOH, He UMerolled HUKAaKuX 0CoOeH-
HOoCcTell koMHatke. Ho nullib cekyHIy ero Ookpyxajiu Oesble CTeHbl
TIOpbMbI. [I0TOM NPOCTPaHCTBO YBEIUYUIOCH.

U nepen HUM nosiBuIics TPOHHBIH 3an Kopons — unu 6ora!

ViMeHHO 3TO momeuieHue nokasbiBan eMy OXOTHMK B 3epKajle Ha
ctene. K orpoMHOMY 4epHO-30J10TOMY TPOHY, Ha KOTOPOM HEMOABUXKHO
cuzena ¢urypa B KOpOHe, BeJT IBOMHOMN psil KOJOHH.

Ho koe-uto eme 3epkano OXOTHHKA He MOKa3aso. 3ai ObUT FUraHT-
CKHMM, a KpbILLY U CTEHbl 3aMEHsJIa KonoccanbHas nonycdepa, npo3pay-
Hasl, KaK CTEKJIO, 3aKpbIBatoIllasi €ro, CIOBHO My3bipb. bolic yBuaen ky-
noja u MeHbluue 30aHus ['opoaa KonayHoB. TymaH ckpbiBan Janu, HO
Yyepe3 MTHOBEHHUE BCe NPONalo, MpexJie 4eM OH ycnesn cGoKyCcHpoBaTh
3pEHHue.

Boiic ocTOpoXHO moten Bepea MeXay OrpOMHBIX KOJOHH. OH yBU-
JIeJT B OJIECTALLEM YEPHOM TOJTy OTPaXXEHHE — HE CBOE OTpaXkeHHe, a HaxX-
MypenHoro ['unneama aro boiica. Cam ['nnneam B 5TOT MOMEHT 3axoTen
Obl, 4TOOBI Y HEro oKasaJcs Med M, CTpaHHO, HO U y boiica 3auecanach
JIaJI0OHb, YyBCTBYS Te e olylieHus. OnHaKo OH ObUT HE BOOPY>KEH.

YenoBek Ha TpPOHE MO-TIpexHeMy He wesenwics. OH cMoOTpen Ha
boiica. EquHCTBEHHbIN 3BYK HCXOAUI OT TAXenoH noctynu boiica.

Boiic nogxonun Bce Gnuxe W Omdke, U BCKOpe oOKaszalcs Mepen
TPOHOM.

— Yxonu. ¥xoam oTcrona, — ckaszana Kopoib.

B ero ronoce He ObL10 HUKAKUX 3MOLMH, — TOJAbKO MEPTBEHHbIH XO-
J04 nosiHOro 6e3paznuuus.

Boiic npokauuisiics, 3aTeM ynpsMo nokavai roosoii. Koposns nnu He
KOpOJ1b, KOJIIYH, YYeHbI! MJIM YEJIOBEK, OH He yiJeT, moka...

— Vxonu. Tebs mo30ByT, koraa s Oyny rotos. A ceifyac yxomu.
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BOMIC CTUCHYJI 3y6b1 u warHyn Brepei. YenoBek Ha TPOHe
npeaynpeauTeNbHO NOAHAN pyKy. M Tenepb, korna OTKUHYJCS LIMPO-
kuit pykas, boiic yBugen, yto y Kopons Ha KoNeHAX JIEXKUT OOHaXeH-
HbI Med, OnecTAIMA X0J0AHBIM, cTaibHbIM cBeToM. Ho Kopone He
MpUKacancs K Medy.

— Ecnu TeI nonoiineius 65uxe, TO yMpelb, — cKasajl 6eccTpacTHBbIH
rojoc.

Xentas mManTus Tyro ob6tarusana rpyab Kopons. Ha Heit 6611 y30p
u3 uepornudos, kotopsie boiic He cMor mpounTark. Ero BHMMaHue He-
HaZOJIro MPUBNEK PUCYHOK — ¥ OH YCTaBHJICS Ha HErO, HE BEps CBOUM
nasam.

3areM OH clienar elie oAuH war. YenoBek Ha TPOHE He MOLIEeBETUIICS
Jaxe, koraa boiic nonomkui JazoHb Ha €ro ataacHylo MaHTUIo.

Cepnuebuenus He ObU10. Yepes KenTy1o, IVIOTHYIO TKaHb IPOILYTIbl-
Basach XOJNOXHAs MIOTh.

Jaxe ceituac boiic He nmoBepui, noka He noaHec k rybam Kopons
Je3BUe CTaNbHOro Meya. Ero noBepxHocTs He 3anorena.

— Thl nepBblii 4enoBek B TOM MHpe, Y3HABLIMA NpaBAy, — CKa3al ro-
noc Hparsbl. — Jlo Te6s HUKTO He cMeJ NpUOINXKATECS K TPOHY.

Boiic moBepHyncs, KOraa Npo3Byyai ee CMeX, U CXBaTUIICA 3a pPYKO-
ATb Meya.

Ona crosna psAAOM C HUM, HAaCMELUTMBO Y/IbI0asCh aabiMU rybamm.
Ceiiuac OHa HOCWJIA IJIMHHYIO MAaHTHIO, a Ha €€ roJioBe Obula Jkene3Has
kopoHa. OHa OTpakajach B YEPHOM 11011y, U bo¥C BCIIOMHM BUJEHHUE,
KOTOpO# mokasbiBa)l eMy OXOTHHMK — JKEHILMHA pacilenuiach U pas-
Jemunack Ha JBe — Mipary u Opakyna, — noJ JeiiCTBUEM HEU3BECTHOM
HayKH.

— Ha, Opaxyn Kepaka, — cka3zana oHa. — Jlymaro, s Bblurpana 3Ty Urpy,
Jaxe xors Jkamaid KUHY T KOCTU NepBbiM. S faxe U He Hafesnach — 4To
cMory npusecty Opakyia npamo crooa. JhkaMaid o4YTH 4TO 3aCiyKuil
6narogapHoCTb.

Boiic xonogHo mocMoTpes Ha Hee. 3areM A0OCTajl U3 KapMaHa Kpu-
CTallIMYeCKuii KaMeHb U NOKayal ero Ha JIaJIoH!.

— Kaxercs, 310 aaer Tebe Bnacth Hano MHoii, Mpara, — cka3an oH. —
MoxxeTt, MHE pa3OuTh ero?

— Kak xouerub, — moxaB ruieyam, 6e3pa3nuiHo OTBeTHIIa OHA. — be3
HEro Thl HE CMOXELUb BEPHYTbCA B cBOil Mup. M y MeHs ropas3io MeHblue
CMII, YEM Thi AyMaellb.

Hpara xuBHyna B cropoHy Kopouts.

— 51 moryia 651 yOuTh T€6s1, ecnu 661 3axorena. Ho, BO3MOXHO, Thl MHE
noHafobuwibes. Thl BBIMONHMI MOe 3aqaHue. M K Tomy xke y3Han, 4To
Koposnb, MO#i oTeny — MepTB, U 3TO JOJDKHO JEpXKaTbCs B TaliHE, €CIM
TOJIBKO HE...
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— MeptB?

— OH yMep yXe JaBHO.

— ITocne Toro, kak Te6s pa3nenumu?

— 3HauuT, TeOe BCe M3BECTHO, — CIOKOMHO MOCMOTpeNna Ha Hero
Hpara. — [Tonarato, Tebe pacckazan OxoTHHK... [xamaii. [{a, moit orent
ymep nocie 31oro. OH NONBITANCH UCIONB30BaTh 3HaHUs, KOTOpBIE J0-
ctynHbl Tosibko M. U mostomy ymep. Ho y MeHs ecTb koe-kakue yme-
Hust. Kopone yMep, HO TeNlo ero MOXKHO KOHTPOJMPOBATh U3BHE, KaK U
pa3yM. [To moemy rutany, Koposib 1o/IkeH ocTaBarhsCs )XUBbIM. — Hpara
CHOBa YNBIOHYNIach. — Ha3biBail 3TO r’UNIHO30M. A MOXEIb CYUTATh, YTO
TEJIO Ha TPOHeE nepest Toboit — poboT. 51 MOry UM yIpaBNsTh, 3aCTABIATH
JIeiCTBOBATH U TOBOPUTb.

— A ceituac Tbl ero koHTponupoBana? — cnpocun boiic.

— Hert. Korna xro-Hu6yap crona BXOOUT, OHO aBTOMATHU€CKU TOBOPUT
ornpezeneHHble (ppa3bl ¥ MPOM3BOIUT Koe-kakue AefcTBUs. OHO ckazano
Tebe uTo-T0, Aa? Eciiu Ob1 ThI ObLT xUTeNIeM ['0pona, TO MOTYMHMIICS ObI
u orctynmt. Jaxe Jamail HuKoraa He cMell npubmxkarscs k Kopoitro.

— 51 ocrapmo kpuctann y cebs, Mpara. 51 cobuparoch BEpHYThCS —
korga cMory. Ho He ne3bte B Moii pasym! Hu Tbl, HU OXOTHUK.

Hpara aepHyna TOYeHbIMU MJle4aMu, CIIENaB XXeCT, KOTophiid boiic He
CMOT [OHATb.

— Joxamaii? IHTepecHO, Kakoi bSBOJI UM JABMXKET, HE CUUTasA AbsABO-
70B ero pasyma? Jlymaro, oH couen ¢ yma. Korna s ¢ Opakynom Obiia
eIMHbIM LieJIbIM, OH JII0OuN MeHs. [ToToM, nocne 3Toro — oH NpoAosKal
JFOOUTB MeHs1, HO ITOro ObUIO HEAOCTATOYHO. A 3Haellb, noyemy?

Hpara B3msHyna Ha boiica u3-mon ANMHHBIX pECHHML, clerka
YABIOHYBIIKCh.

[a, oH 3Han. JlpeBHue nereupl Aanyu eMy OTBET, UCTOpUM 00 aHresne
U JIEMOHe, Cpa)kalolMXCs 3a yejoBeueckyto ayiuny. Anneropust Dxe-
kuna 1 Xaiza, 1 COTHU MOAOOHBIX CIOXKETOB.

IJIABA X1V. JIeo u IInama

HUPATA BBLIA 310M. He 6eccmepTHOlf — HO, ¢ ApYroif CTOPOHBI,
HOJIHOCTBIO CBOOOIHOM, HE CKOBAHHOM y3aMH COBECTH, COXACHUS UITU
couyBcTBHs. OHa Oblia Takoi XK€ aMOpasbHOM, KaK U HeuelloBeYeCKUe
CYILECTBA, CO3JaBLIME €€ U3 HACTOAILEH KEHILMHBI.

Jlo0po u 3110, Hepa3pbIBHO COEIMHEHHbIE B YEIOBEUECKOM pa3yMe, rie
Ka)kJas 4aCTh ypaBHOBELIMBAET JPYTYIO, — HEOOXOMUMBI ApYT Apyry. U
pa3fenuTh UX BOSMOXKHO TOJNILKO HAyKO#, HaxoJslleics 3a npeaenamu
4eJI0BeYeCKOro NOHMMaHHUS.
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Ho 370 paznenenue npousomnio. Opakyin 6bi1a HE MEHee Yy/OBUILHA,
uem Hpara. [Icuxuarpus BcTpeyanach Co Ciy4asMu N30 peHuH, pas-
JIBOEHHS JINYHOCTH, KOrZa B OIHOM pazyme ObuIO ABe TUYHOCTU. MHO-
IIa O/IHA JIMYHOCTH ObLjIa MPOCTO CBATOM, a Jpyras — COBEPLUEHHO MO-
POYHOM U 3IT0M.

Ho tyT pasaenenue cepiuunoch. OTpuLaTeNbHbIE U NOJ0XKHUTEINb-
HbIE CTOPOHBI pa3syMa, AyLM MU Teja pasgenuiuch. Hukrto, momyman
Boiic, He cMor 651 mobuts Upary, He coitng ¢ yma. [lockoneky Tenepb
OH TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO OHA HE YeJIOBEK.

— Ha, — Tuxo ckazan oH. — S noHumaro, nouyeMy OXOTHUK HE CMOT —
noyeMy 3Toro HegocrarouHo. Korga s mobun teds, Mpara, Tel 6b11a He
TaKoH.

— Ha, — xuBnyna Hpara. — Pa3 B uukin Mbel ¢ OpakyjiomM HEHaJoaro
CTaHOBHMCS OIHHM ILieNbiM. Ho BnacTh Bce paBHO ocTaeTcst y MeHs. S
IIaBHAA, 1 MOTY JeJiaTh, YTO XOUy — C HEKOTOPHIMH OTpaHWYEHHUAMHU.
U noka Mbl B OTHOM TeJie, 1 He MOTy HaBpeAUTb eil, He HaBpeluB cebe.
TTocne Toro, kak Mbl CHOBa paszenseMcs, 1 HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsl HaXOXKyChb
B TpaHce. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak sl IPUXO0XKY B ceOs, oHa yxe HaXOOUTCs
B Kepake, rie s He Mory focrars ee.

— 3HauuT, Ha 3emue... — kuBHyA boiic.

~ Mbl ObUTH eAMHBIM LenbiM. Ho s Obuia BO MHOTHX MUpax. JTO BO3-
MOXXHO TOJIBKO KOTJ]a MBI B OTHOM TeJie, — OHa HyXHa MHe. S yxe cka-
3aj1a, YTO He Mory youTh ee TaM. OTHEHHas KJIeTka U MHOToe Jpyroe He
JlaeT MHe 3TOro caenarb. S He Mory pocrarhb ee B Kepake.

— ToI xouews ee yours?

Boiic nokazanoce, uto HMpara HemMHoro nobneaxena.

— Her. OHa yacTh MeHs, Jaxke XOTA Mbl B pa3HbIX Tenax. YOuTh ee
— 3HAYUT PUCKHYTb coboit. Ho 4... s B onmacHocTy. YTo, €cau Mbl Kor-
Jla-HUOyb CHOBAaBOCCOEAMHUMCS?

Hpara nogxsna pyky, 4Todbl ocTaHoBUTH boiica.

— Her! A xouy Bcerna ObiTh Takoii, kak ceiiyac! CBoboaHO# aenarb
TO, 4TO MHe xoueTcs! CBOOONHOI OTKpbIBaTh BpaTra BcenenHoi, eciu
— M €CM — MHE B3yMaeTcs, s Oyay npaBUTb, BIAaCTBOBarTh M HE 4yB-
cTBOBaTh nevyanu! Eciau Mbl ¢ Heil coeIMHUMCS BHOBb, U 1 HE OKaXyCh
ITaBHOM — ee Aypallkie YyBCTBa, €e MyCTas COBECTh HE JalyT MHE Jie-
narb TO, 4TO 1 xo4uy — Het! S Oyny 3mech mpaBuTh! S 3HatO, Kak Cko-
Bath Opakyna HaBcerja Tak, 4ToObl €€ HUKTO He CMOI' HalTH U OTKyJa
OHa He CMOXKET MHE HU4ero caenarh. Jlo CeroaHsALIHEro 4, s He Momia
BBITAILUTE ee U3 Kepaka, He cuuTas TeX MepuoIOB, KOria He cMena ee
TPOraTh, HOTOMY 4TO MBI OBUTH €AUHBIM.

— C 1060ii Bo rnase. [ToHsaTHo. 3HauuT, Ha 3emiie s 3HAJI He TeOs. ..

— ToI 3Han Hac oboux. B oxgHoM Teme. Sl myTemiecTBOBana Mo pas-
HBIM MHpaM, ObeiTasgch HaTH Kmou Kk Kepaky, k Opakyiny. [Tockonbky
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MHe HYXHO OBbINO Y3HaTh, Kak NMPOHUKHYTh B 3aMOK U BBIBE/IaTh €€ Ce-
KpeThl U TO, Kak TaHkpen 3alyilal ee ¥ KakuM CUIIbHbIM OH cTall. S He
Moria noiitu cama. Kak u B pazyme Toro, KTo cTaj Obl MHE ITIOMOTaTh,
nockoibky Opakysl MOXKeT YuTaTh Mbiciu Jiroaeld. — Mpara uckoca, ¢
TOPXXeCTBOM B3MsHyna Ha boiica. — 51 nawna cnoco6. axe asa. Hako-
Hell, MHe B IOJIOBY NpULLIa OY4€Hb IPOCTasi MbIC/Ib — HAlTH TOTO, KOro
oHa noymoouT. Oxa mobuna teds, YunesaM boiic. S 3Hana, 4To MbI ¢ Hel
B OIIHOM TeJie, Y Hac pasHbie pasyMbl, HO OJ{Ha IJIOTh — O, S YUTaJa ee
Mbiciu! XOTh 4TO-TO, HAKOHEL-TO TPOHYJIO ee NeAsHoe cepaue. S Top-
Jajia B TBOEM MHpE, [I0Ka He yOeaunack. S noHsna, 4to eciu ee ToboB-
HHK — €€ MY — T030BeT, oHa mpuzieT. — CMex MpaTsl ObUT MPUATHBIM,
HO XO0JIOAHbIM. — 5] mpoObLia TaMm, Moka He CTajla yBepeHa, YTo npooy-
nuna B Tebe Takoii ke oroHs. Iloka He ybeaunach, 4To 3HaHue, Kak I10-
HacTh CIONA, OCTANOCh B TBOEM pa3yMe BMECTe C XKEJaHUEM Cle0BaTh
3a MHO#. Ho moTtoMm... moroM, Yunesam Boiic, TBOO naMsTh MPHILIIOCH
cTepethb. Thl MoHMMaelb, noyeMy. Ecnn 6b1 Thl nonan B Kepak, 3Has
BCe, 4TO 3Haellb ceityac, Opakyn npouutana Obl TBOU MbICIH, U TaH-
Kpea caenan 6bl ¢ ToOol ToXe caMoe, YTO U C APYIrMMH MOUMMU TOCNaH-
Hukamu. Korma most paborta GOblia 3akoH4eHa, — g Bbl3Bana Mx k cebe
Ha nomMollpb. S 3Hana, uro Mx npucytcTBus Oyaet 10CTaTouHO, YTOObI
3arHath BOCIIOMUHAaHUs 000 MHE M O TOM BPEMEHH, YTO MbI MPOBEH
BMecTe, ITy0OKo B TBOE MoJCO3HaHUe. Eciu Thl Myap, TO OCTaBULIb UX
tam! Tenepsp s pocturna uend. Xora Jxamail nepexuTpun MeHs U Uc-
[10J1b30BaJl KPUCTAILT, KOTOPbIH Thl HOCHIUb, YTOObI BTOPIHYTHCS B TBOI
pasyM elie 10 MeHs1, OH clieNlall Bce, YTo Hy>kHO. Opakyi clieno HaeT Ko
MHE B pyKku! Yxke cKOpo, OY€Hb CKOPO, JIOJT0€ OKHUIAHUE 3aKOHYUTCS!
— Hpara npuatHo ynblOHynach. — S xouy, 4To0bl Thi IOMOI MHE, — CKa-
3aj1a oHa. — S oObscHIIIA Tebe, YTO BO BpeMsi KaXK10ro Lukia Mbl ¢ Opa-
KyJIOM CTaHOBHMMCSI OJHHMM LeNbIM. B mpouuioM s 6bina maBHoi. Ho
OHa CTaHOBUTCA cuibHee. Jlymaro, korna-Hubyab OHa BO3bMET BepX... U
Haiiner cnocob ononeTh MeHs. HaBcerna caenarb MeHs pabbiHeii B co0-
CTBEHHOM TeJie, HaXOMAIIMMCS MOJ €€ KOHTpoJieM. DTOro He JOJDKHO
ciyuuThes. Thl MOMOXeElIb MHE CKOBaTh €€, €ClM MHE MOoHaxo0uTCs
TBOS IOMOLIb. A B3aMeH...

HNPATA nocMotpena boiicy B ma3sa. bolic onepcsi Ha Meu U crai
K/aTh, HE YNbIOAACD.

— BMecTo nensHo# cTatyu... koe-uTo nonyyule. Lenas, HacTosimas
Hpata, KoTOpy!0 Thl MHa4Ye Gonblie He MOo3Haellb. A 3Ta JiefAsHas cTa-
Tys — Thl YMpelllb OT XOJI0Aa, — CKa3ala OHa U BHE3allHO 3acMessach,
JUKUM, 0e33a00THbIM, PaJlOCTHBIM CMEXOM, NPOH3UTENBHO OTpaXKaro-
L[MMCS 3XOM OT KOJIOHH. — Co MHO# B 00bsATHAX, YWIbIM Bolic, Tl He
CTaHellb Jaxke Aymarh o Jbjae!
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Hpara ewe pa3 warHysna k Hemy. OH No-NpexxHEMY ONUpalcd Ha Med,
OCO3HaBas CWJIbHOE MPUTSXKEHUE, KOTOPOE UyBCTBOBAJ K HEH, BUHOIA
yeMy ObLIa 9K30THYeCKas IIPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTD €€ CTPOHHOrO, TpeneLLy-
LIero Tena.

— JIxamai yxe nmeITancs, He npasja Jiu? — TUX0 crpocui bofic.

['y6b1 Mparsi nepexocunuce. Kora B ma3ax cBepkHyJa AbsBOJIbCKaAsA
SApOCTh, €€ KpacoTa Ha CEKyHy ToMepiJia.

— Jla, meitaincs, — orBetuna oHa. — OH nmoOun Hac obeux, Korga Mbl
ObUIM B OIHOM TeJle, 10 TOro, Kak MOi oTell BCTYNu B caenky ¢ Humu.
Bo1o 6b1 sTyytne, ecnu Obl S CTEpIia U €ro naMsThb, Kak cTepia TBoro. [1o-
ckoJibKy Jkamait moMHuI, kako# g 6bU1a, U HE CMOT pazfitoOUTh MEHS.
A 1... 4TO g Takoe, YuibsiMm boiic?

XonozaHas pyKoATKa Meva Bce eliie Obiia y Hero B pykax.

— He 3Hato, — Xxpumio orBeTis oH. — Ho Mory ckasarb: Tbl TO, YTO HE
JIOJDKHO CYIECTBOBaTh. UeOBEeK — KEHIHHA — JOJDKEH ObITH CMECHIO
nobpa 1 31a, eciaM Tak MOXKHO BbIpa3uTbcsa. BeposiTHO, KpeCTOHOCLBI
ObLIM He TaK YK CyeBepHbI, KOra m1caiy o JaMUAX — XKeHUIMHaX-AeMO-
Hax. Upara, me6s1 HUKTO HE CMOXET NOMMoOUTh, He coitzisn ¢ yma. Eciu
Opakyn — niefi, To ThI TIaMs, YHUYTOXaroLLee Bce, K 4eMy NPUTPOHETCS.

— 3Hayur, xamaii cymacwenwuii, — orsetuna Mpara. — BosmoxHo,
€ro pazyM pasJieJIUIICs, Kak MOsl Ayl U Tesio. Bo3MOoXXHO, OH NomnbITancs
co3laTh AByX cebs, kak OHU caenanu co MHO#. Ho Tonbko y Hux ecthb
Takas cuna. Korna pasym packainbiBaeTcs TakuM o6paszoM, 3To Gezymue.
Wnoraa Jxamaii — ato [[kamaii, HeHaBUJAKI HAac 006eux U cTpems-
muiics yHuuToXUTh. IHOrIa oH OXOTHHK, KOTOPOMY Ha BCE HaIUIeBaTh,
OH /XK€ MaJIbLEM He MOLUEBEJIUT, €CJIM MUP HauHET PYLUMTHCSA MPSMO
3aech U ceiiuac. Ho oH nobun MeHs 10 Toro, kak OHM HaNOXXKJIM CBOE
3aKJIATHE, U CBA3AH CO MHOI — ¢ MpaToii — Hepa3pylIMMbIMH y3aMH... U
OH JJOJDKEH yMepeTh. Sl He Mory 0BepSATh €ro BETPEHOMY pa3yMy.

Wpara BbiTAHyNna pyKy M AOTPOHYJNach A0 Meya, KOTOpblid Aepikan
Boiic.

— Tol nomoxe1s MHe. Ecniu y Te6st He Oynet Gosbllie HUYEro — pa3Be
5 He xenaHHa? [TocMOTpU Ha CBOIO 3ae[IeHEBILYIO JIFOOOBb. .. ¥ pEeLI.

OHa MaxHyna pykoil B cTopoHy. boiic noBepHyn ronoBy Tyaa e.

[To nnuHHOMY MpOXOAy, BEOYLIEMY K TPOHY, MEXIY KOJIOHH Men-
nexHo uuta Opakyn Kepaka. Ee pyku Ob11M COMKHYTHI BOEpeay, Ivia3a
3aKpbITbl, @ MPaMOpHbI€ BOJIOCHI [NIAJAKUMU BOJIHAMH JieXalld Ha Mpa-
MOpHbIX Mieyax. OHa 6e3MATEKHO U YBEpeHHO warana K bolicy ¢ Hpa-
TOM, CIIOBHO €€ pa3yM BHJEJ YeTye, YeM He3psuue riasa.

U Teneps OH NOHII, YTO 3TH JBE KEHILUMHBI NEHCTBUTENHHO OHO Le-
noe. Jlen n nnams, 1o6po u 3510 — u bonee Toro. Jleno 6110 HE NPOCTO
B Mopasii. TO ObUIO MONIOXKUTENBLHOE U OTPHULIATENBHOE, KaXKaas MoJo-
BHHKA BJISAIACH 3aKOHUYEHHBIM. .. 1 HE3EMHBIM CYyIIeCTBOM!
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Ho no6pas nonoBuHa Obu1a oJiee HE3eMHOM, YeM 37asl.

Opakyn nogoiuna npsamo k boiicy. OcranoBunace. 1 3aremM B nepsblii
pa3 OH yBUJIeN, KaKk MOPXHYJIK ee pecHHLbI. benbie Beku noananuce. Ee
rna3a OblIM ronyObIMH — KaK Jiell, Takol, KOTOPBI MOXHO HaWTH BHY-
Tpu aiicbepro. Ho Tam GbL10 koe-uTo elle.

Botic yBuzen B riybuHe, Ha caMOM JIHE, HEUTO, TIOXOXKEE Ha. .. XKU3Hb?
Oco3HaHHe MPOUCXOAALIEro BOKpYr? BHyTpu MpaMopHOii cTaryu Obit
3aKJIOYeH pa3yM, nofobHO Tomy, kak Teno Opakyna HaxoIuioch B
OTHEHHOM TIOpbME, [1I0KAa OHA He Bblulna OTTyAa no 30By /Dxamas. U
pasyM... BCHOMHUIIL.

boiic coppornyncs no ryoussl aywmu. O aobun ux obeux, koraa
OHU ObIM OfHUM UenbiM. Tenepb UX cTano ase. M3ymuBLIMChH, OH MO-
HSUL, YTO KakJas MpUTArMBaja €ro no-CBOEMy, U Ha CEKyHIy OLULYTUI
CUJIBHYIO JI€30pUEHTALUI0, CJIIOBHO CTEKJIIHHBIE CTEHBbl MEpeA HUM
pa3IBUHYIIUCH — Jaxke 0oree TOro — CJIOBHO OH CaM Hauall JeNUThCS
HOMOJaM.

UepHblil caj 371a — NaXHYWMA OTpaBIsIOLIMM apoOMaToOM LIBETOB,
MBUTAROIIUX YYBCTBEHHOH CTPACTBIO — OOCIAIOLINNA YTONEHUE HECbI-
XaHHBIX KeJlaHUul, Oe3yMHOE HaC/laXJEeHUE, KAKOro HUKOIrJa He 3Hall
YeJoBeK. . .

BoruHs ceeTsllerocss Xpycraias, YHUCTas M HEIOCTyMHas, Kak
3BE3[bl... TIaMs, CKpbIBAIOLIEECs 3a XOJIOAHBIMU roNlyObIMHU Ila3aMy,
HameKarollee 0 Jajnexoi 1008y, npAuylLeiics 3a CTeHaMu JbJa. ..

Onu ctosiiu 60K 0 00K, Te ABE, KOTOPbIE KOTAa-TO ObUTH OJHOM.

U opna obewana 6obliie, YeM Koraa-nudo nonyvan YesioBek.

Tot moti myoic. Tor moul n0b06nuk. Tol 83571 MEHSL 8 JCEHbL, KaK My 3a-
MopooicenHyio bozunio. Mel npotioem uepe3 Mupbl 02Hs, Yyeema u 38yKa,
noo0 mopamu Oe3bIMAHHBIX NIAHem, CKE03b 8pama NpoCmpaHcmea u
epemenu. Cmepmo u besymue He 6yoym umems 3HavyeHus. Mol npeooo-
Jleem 8epxHue, genudanuue cpanuybl e1acmu u oyoem npagume Beenen-
HOU, Kak 602 U bo2uns.

Ho Tneroume yrmu nono isaom mia3 Opakylna He cTaiai Hu4yero obe-
11aTh U MPOCHTb.

Ounu ckazanu — 1 moomro tedsa. M 3Toro 661710 40CTAaTOYHO.

HWPATA YBUJEJIA, xak nsmenunocs nuuo boiica. OH warnyn Bre-
pen u mocMoTpen Ha Hee, 3auuuas Opakyna cBouM tenoM. OT Takoit
rOpbKOi HACMEIIKH ee ajble I'yObl CTpaIllHO UCKPUBUIIHMCH.

— ToI MOT TOMOYB MHE, — TUXO CKa3aja OH. — DTO OMAcHO, HO pa3 Thi
TaK peLInyI, IPyroro Bbxozaa Het. Teds xaet cMepTh... miynen!

Bsrsig Uparel cocpenoTtouuscs Ha yeM-To no3aau boiica. OHa cne-
Jlana pykaMmy ObICTpOe, 3aMbICJIOBATOE IBHKEHUE, €€ CTpoiiHas ¢urypa
Harpsmach. 3aTeM OHa TYT ke pacciabunachk.
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— Onu upayT, — cKasana oHa. — Sl mpu3Bajia MX paHbllle BPEMEHU —
paHbllle, YeM 3aBEepLUUTCA LUKI. DTO OYEHb OMACHO.

Boiic npaBoii pykoii noaHsn meu. Mpara 3acMesinack.

— Meu npotuB... Hux?

— Her, — orBetun Boiic. — ITporus te64, Mpara.

Meu 3aBuUC B BO3yxe, yrpoxkas nepepesarb €ii ropio.

Ona nocMoTpera Ha boiica 6e30 Bcsikoro crpaxa.

— A kax HacueT TBoeil o6BN? YObellb MeHs — YMPET U OHA.

Boiic onyctun meu.

— Ecnu Tel He JOKe1Ub.

— ITonipoby#i u cam yBuauiub. [Tocmeewn?

— Her, — cka3an oH. — Ho s Mory oTnpaBuThbcs B CBOW MHp, Y MEHs
ecTb kpuctajul. v BozbMy ee ¢ co0oi.

— INomnertaiics.

Boiic moBepHysncs ¥ caenan mar K Berxoay. Opakyn OXOTHO mocre-
JIOBa/a 3a HUM, XOTs €€ JIMLO NO-NPEeXKHEMY HUYEro He BbIpaxalo.
On cHoBa B3rsHYN Ha Mpary, U koe-4To B ee Iya3ax 3aCTaBUJIO €ro
OCTaHOBUTHCA.

— I[Topoxau! — BocknukHyna oHa. — Kpucrann...

Boilic caenan aMvHHBINA 1Iar K Heil, CHOBa MOJAHAB MeY.

— 5] 3a6bu1! Thl nonbiTaNach yepes Hero OCTaHOBHUTb MEHs, HE Tak
au? Ho... — OH 3akonebancs. — Y 1ebs He nonyuunocb. Bepro? Tei
NoTepsia CBOU CHJbl!

— 51 He moTepsIO uX, Noka Thl XuB! — Bbinanuia Upara. — 51 He Ha-
CTONBKO ciaba!

— Tel noneITanack B34Th MO# pa3yM Moj KOHTPOJb, — cka3an boiic. —
Ho y Tebs ne Bbiuo. [Touemy?

— Yro-To nomemano MHe... 51 nouyBcTBOBasla 3TO, KaK TONBKO Thbl
BOLIEN B TPOHHBIH 3ai. f... npucnyiaics!

Oxpyxatomuid Bo3ayx apoxkan. Jlo yweid boilica pouen ToHkuid,
NPOH3UTENbHbIN 3BYK, HAallOMMHAIOWIMA Tyl B rojoBe, OT KOTOPOIo
Henb3s U30aBuThCA. OH CTAHOBWICSA TpoMue U oTdyeriuBee. Paspancs
3BOH KpPOILEUHBIX KOJIOKOJBYMKOB. M cnabblii X0Noq0K, HE TOXOXKUHA HH
Ha OJJUH APYro# XOJNoJ, HE CYUTAs. ..

— Onu uayt! — 3akpuyana Hpara. — Paublue, yem a1 aymana. O, Bac
JIBOMX XKJIET ONAaCHOCTb. .. BCEX, KpoMe MeHs !

Ee cMex ObL1 pOMKUM M JIMKYyIOIWMM, a Y boiica nosBunocs ucue-
3arollee 4YyBCTBO, YTO B 3TOM 3BYKE OH yCJblLIajl Y4TO-TO IOXOXee Ha
3BOH KOJIOKOJIBMHMKOB, AoHOcsuuiics ot Hux. Hpara yxe cMmesnace Mx
TOJIOCOM.

[Ton 3arpsccs.

Hpara B3risHyna Ha Opakyna, 6e3MATEKHO CTOALLYIO C COMKHY THIMU
nepes coboil pykamu u cMoTpsllyto Ha Boiica neasHbiM B3MIsSAOM, B
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KOTOPOM 3a TOJIEH bJja BUHENIOCh MEPLIAHUE OTrHs, OyATO B 3aMOpO-
KEHHOM pa3zyMe MeJJIeHHO pa3ropajach NaMsTh.

—IToka oHa TyT, cBa3b Mexay Kepakom u [opogom ocnabeBaet, — oT-
cTpaHeHHO ckasaia Mpara. — UyecrByeuis? UyBcTByellb kauky, OyaTo
11071 FOPOJOM MPOHOCATCS BOJHBI? DTU 3eMITH YAEPKUBAUCH CIHULIKOM
nonro, noka ['opoa crosn Ha sikope y mpuvana Kepaka. — OHa cHOBa
6e33a00THO 3acMesnachk. — Ecnu skopk copBeTcs, TyT pasbIrpaercs oT-
MEHHBIA WTOpM!

B nomemennu cobupanack TeMHoTa. boiic noaHsu ronoBy u uepes
TMTaHTCKUI CTEKJISIHHBIN Kynon yBujen B [opoae cyMaToxy: My>KYHHBI
¥ JKeHILMHBI MYaJIMCh K yOeXxuuly Bo ABOpLIE, XpamMax UM TaBepHaX, B
OOOM MecTe, Iie UX NPUMYT. YIIMIBI OUMIIaUCh 11 Hux.

— Tenepb Bce 3akonuntcs! — 3akpuyana Mpara. — [puwnn Te, kto
paslenusl MeHs... U Te, KTO 3aKylOT BTOPYIO MOJIOBHHY MEHS TaK, 4TO
OHa HMKOTZIa HE CMOXET MOJYYHUTh KOHTPOJIb HaJ MOUM pa3yMOM. —
Ona nopowuna 6nuxe, ee anbie ryobl HCKPUBHIKCH B NpPe3pUTENbLHOM
yCMellIKe, KOorjia OHa BIUIsenach B € COOCTBEHHOE JIUL0, 3aMOPOXKEH-
HOe J10 UBeTa nbjla U Mpamopa. — Tbl coOupanach ynpaBiasTb MHO#M! —
TuX0 ckazana Mpara. — O, s mpouurana TBou Mbiciu! [ToMHu, MBI ObUTH
OJIHUM LIeNbIM, [I0Ka OH JIoOUN Hac. Sl 4yBCTBYIO TBOE NpeAaTenbCTBO,
noN3yluee y MeHs B pasyme, Kak 3Mesi, U3BUBAIOLIAsACs oA HoraMu. Thl
cobupanack KOMUTh CUITY, YTOOBI B ClIeAYIOIIME pa3, Koraa Mbl CTaHeEM
OJHUM LieNbIM, MOMYUYUTh HaA0 MHOMH KoHTposb. O, Aa, s 3Ha, 3a4em!
3to moboBk Npobdyauna B Tede 3aBUCTb K Moeil cuiie. JIoOOBb K HeMy.
Ho Ttenepb on Moii. [Ipucnyiaiics — Tbl ChblIMLIBL 3BOH KOJIOKOJBYHU-
koB? OHu UAYT, — T€, KTO pa3fefuy Hac — 4TOObI MOKOHYUTH ¢ TOOO#
no MoeMy npukasy! [TpurotoBecs, cectpa — HeT, 6oJblle, YeM cecTpa!l
Tr1 noxxuBaeub nocnenHue cekyHapl. Ckopo Ha Te6s HaloXar 3aKJIiHa-
HHe, HaBceraa cienatollee Tebs MpaMOpHO#i cTartyeit, KOTopoii Thl Gbina
TOJILKO C BULY!

IVIABA XV. ITyme naszao

HPATA TIOBEPHVYJIACH k boiicy, ee yepHbie BOJOCHI OMUCAIH
HIUPOKYIO AYTY, a IULO 3aCBETUIIOCH OT JINKOBaHHUS U 3M0OHON pafocT.
Ee rnaza ¢moneToBbiM oruem ycraBunuch Ha bolica B TeMHoTe 1 Xonozne
TpoHHOro 3aja. OHM HalLIHM ero rasa, CoOCPeJOTOUYMIINCh HA HUX... U
OH OILlyTHUJ HEOLOJMMOE NPUTKEHUE, cloBHO Mpara, BcTpeTuBUIMCH
C HUM B3IVIJ0M, BITATHBasa U3 Hero pasyMm. Co3Hanue boiica okaruna
4yepHOTa, OoJiee TeMHas, 4eM coduparoluiics Mpak. A 3aTeM...

ITo orpomMHOMYy 3aiy BHe3amHO pasHeccs cMmeX. Bce moBepHynuch,
naxe Opaxyn. ¥V boiica 3akpy>xuiach rojoBa OT pe3KOro OTpbIBa OT
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B3 a Mparel. 3aTteM oH yBUIEN JBHKEHKE B JINTMHHOM MPOXOAE MEXY
kosioHH. Korza aukuii cMex paszaancs BHOBb, boiic pasmisesn orpoMHbIX
nosnocarbix komex OXOTHHKA, IIJIABHO UAYILUX BEpe] KpaCHBbIMU, U3-
SIUHBIMU IIaraMu, CBepKasi B TEMHOTE 30JI0THCTBIMH IJa3aMHu.

3a HUMH, Jepka NOBOJOK, eyl OXOTHUK B TOH k€ caMOif TUIpUHOM
wkype. Ha ero 6nenHoM nuue 3aneknach KpoBb, 1 OH CMesICs, TIOKa
1Ien — HO BOBce He pagocTHO. boiic BcmomHun cnosa Mparel. [la, Ha-
BEpHOE, 3T0 ObLI0 Oe3ymue, STOT OuKHi, 6e3paJoCTHBIH 3BYK, 3XOM OT-
paxaroluuiics ot konoHH. Ho 6e3yMue xonogHoe, 3HaroLee CBOO CHILY.

— OT0 Tbl ObUI TOTAA. .. B KPUCTALIE. .. Thl HE JaBaJl MHE B3STb €I0 I10],
KOHTpOJB! — sIpocTHO 3akpuyaia Mpara. — Kak el nocmen, xamai. ..

OH npoJoykan UATH U CMEATBCS BO BCE TOPIIO.

— 51?7 910 6611 Ixamaii? Mnu Bce-raku OX0THUK? Bo MHe JXUBET ABe
mauHocTH, Mipata, kak u B Tebe. Thl go/mKHa Obl1a 3TO NOHATH! YUIIbIM
Boiic, s ouenn OnaromapeH tebe. Sl He 3HAJ O CyLUECTBOBaHUMU MOTaM-
HOro X07Aa B TPOHHBIH 3aJ1. A noka He 3anIiHyJ] B TBOH pasym 4yepes
KpHCTal, 1 AaXke He noAo3pesai, 4yto Kopoab meptB. Jlaxe s He 3HaI
06 3Tom!

— Pocamair! — 3aBonuna Mpara.

— W b1 ya3Buma, Hpara. Tbl Gouuibcsi. Mbl Bce yero-to 6oumcs —
cMmepTH, 60nu win Marud. [ToTomMy YTO Thl B 3ApaBOM yMe — Jaxe Tbl,
Hpara! — HO s yTpaTui ysa3BUMOCTh. 51 He 3Hall 00 3TOM paHblle, HO
3Hato ceiiuac. Kak uenoBek MOXeT nt00UThL 106pPO H 3710 — OTOHb U JIEJ, —
1 octarkcs co60it? Thl MocTymuIa Myapo, Koraa cienaia cBoii Bbioop.
DT0 03HAYaeT CMEPTh, HO CMEPTH JIyullle, YeM XU3Hb. S BeIOpan nuHoi
BapuaHT. S npowen 3a Mparoii yepe3 Bce npeucnoanuu Beenennoit!

Han crexnsHHbIM KynojoM cobpanach TeHb. benble obnaka TymaHa
CTyLIANKCh, OKpYXKas nonycdepy ABopLa, ckpbiBas kpbimu [opona. Ke-
pak, JaJleKuii ¥ MaJleHbKU, OCTaJICA TIe-TO TaM, 3a OeIHo# Byanblo.

— Howcamaii! — cHoBa 3akpuyana Mpara, 1 OXOTHUK ynbIOHYNCS.

— Her, HUpara, — cka3ain oH yxe ropasio Tuiue. — 1o koHel. 51 nobnio
Tebs n mobmo Opakyna. A He 1am Tebe NopaboTHTH ee. S 3Hato, Kakoe
3710 %uBeT B Tebe. Ho s He naMm eif mony4uTh BNacTh HaJ ToOOMH, moToMy
YTO TOrJa OHA MMOCMOTPUT Ha MEHs M MOMMET, 4TO, C TeX MOp, KaK OHa
BHUJIENIa MEHs TIOCNIeIHHIA pa3, BO MHe pacuBesio 3710. Bbl 06e moMKHBI
yMepeTh, Mipara — u MHe Bce paBHO, HOTMOHET JIU MUP BMeCTe C TOOOI!

— 51 yxe Bbi3ana Mix. — 'y6p1 Mpats! uckpuBuiuch. — Thbl onosaan —
CWJIBHO 0no3aai.

Hap npo3pauHoii kpsiuieii HaBUCIa OTPOMHAsk TEHb, OTYETO B OFPOM-
HOM MOMEUIEHUH cTano TeMHO. J[>kamail pacxoxoTasncs.

— IMycte uayt! — npokpuyan oH. — [1ycts yousatot! Teneps s 3Hato
OTBET, M OTBET 3TOT — cMepTh! YOeit u 6yas youtsiM! S Myznpee Bac Bcex,
HOCKOJIBKY ©6€3yMeH — ¥ TOBOPIO BaM, YTO OTBET — 3T0 CMepTh!
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Crano Tak TeMHO, 4TO OBUIO y)ke TPYJHO YTO-TO YBUAETH, HO Boiic
pasrmien pe3kuidl B3Max pykd B HOJOCATOM pyKaBe M TO, KaKk M3 Ja-
JIOHU BblleTeN CHylleHHbii noBoAoK. M yBuAen MrHoBeHHbl Gpocok
JBYX JJIMHHBIX, TIPU3EMUCTBIX, MOLIHBIX TEJ, MPUMABIIKX K MOy Y HOT
OxorHuka. Ero cMex, kazanoch, B30eCHII KOIIEK, U SPOCTHBIA peB OTO-
3Bajic CTPaHHBIM PbIYaHHUEM B €ro COOCTBEHHOM rojloce, KOraa OHH
NOMYaJIUCh K TPOHY, Iie cuaes MepTBhiit Koposib.

Bolic cMyTHO yBUJEN KpacUBbI€, OCKAIUBILUECS MOPABI XKUBOTHBIX,
BCTPETUJICS B3MIAJOM C MX CBETALUMMMUCA INIa3aMM... ¥ BBICKOYMJI Blie-
pel ¢ MeYoM B pykax, 3awuiias Opakyina.

BBUTO CNUIIKOM TEMHO, YTOOBI YBUAETH TUTAHTCKUX KOLIEK, XOTS OHU
ObLIM y>Ke COBCEM psAOM. BbINO CIMIIKOM TEMHO, YTOObI YBUAETH JIBYX
JIeByLII€K, TPOH, HJIK KOJIOHHBI, U Jaxke 6e3yMHbIi1 cMex OXOTHUKA pac-
TBOpUJICS B TeMHOTe. B ymax Boiica 3a3BeHesno reHue, 3ByK KpoLiey-
HbIX KOJIOKOJIBYUKOB, HaXOALLMXCS YKe OYeHb Onu3Ko. ..

JIuioM OH oLy THJ ropsayee AbIxaHue pblyaniero 3seps. M ycnbiwan,
KaK 110 KAMEHHOMY [0y IpPOCTYYaju KOI'TH, KOTJia 3Bepb OpOCHJICS Ha
Hero. Meu B pyke boiica nogusics B Bo3ayx cam no cede. OH oLy TUI
KeCTKoe, CUIIbHOE CONPOTHBIIEHHUE, AJIMBLIEECS ITIe-TO CEKYHY, 3aTeM
OHO YIIJIO BIPABO U BJIEBO OT JIE3BUS Meya.

B BO3ayxe BHe3anHO MaxHyno Temioit kKpoBbto, HO Boiic easa nu 3a-
meTni 370. [TockonbKy Tenepr B TEMHOTE 3aMelibKalu TeHU, U boiicy
N10Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO €ro MAO0Th 3aJBUraJIaCh BMECTE C HUMH, CMOPLIMBASACh
[0 caMbIx KocTeild. Ero pasym u Teno ckoBail X0510, Bbl3blBas OHEMEHHE
U napajimy...

BOMCA OBJYJIO nensHbM BETPOM, BCKO/bIXHY BLUMM TEMHbIE 3a-
HaBECKH B TPOHHOM 3ane. HeHa0aro TeMHOTa 4y Th-4yTh pasoluiack. B
OIIHO yXacHOe MIHOBEHHE OH yBHU/EN QUrypy B MaHTHH, ABHXKYLILYIOCS
COBEpILLIEHHO HE M0-YEJIO0BEUYECKHU.

OH yBuzen, xak Mpara nopepHynach K Hei JMILIOM, BHICOKO MOIHSB
PYKH, — €€ BOJIOCBI pa3BeBaJIMCh 1103a]U, a JIMLO ApKO Mbuiano. Paaom
¢ cobotii boiic 3ameTun ele Koe-4To — BTOPYIO pblyalllyto KOUIKY, Npu-
FOTOBUBLIYIOCS K OpOCKY, OOHaXUBIIYIO U30THYThI€ K/IbIKM M CBUPENO
yCTaBUBLIYIOCS Ha HEro AMKUMH, O6e3yMHbIMU [T1a3aMHU.

3aremM TEMHOTa COMKHYJ/1ach BHOBb, CJIOBHO yNasl Maruyeckuii 3aHa-
Bec. CkBo3b Hee bolic ycnbian ronoc Mparsl, TOHKUA U IPOH3UTENb-
HbIH, IpPOM3HOCALMH CIIOBA, 3ByuyaHHe KOTOPbIX camo nmo cede ObuIO
OeccMBICIIeHHBIM 00roXynbcTBOM. YenoBeueckui 3biK He ObUT MpeaHa-
3HA4YeH i IPOU3HECEHUs TaKUX CJIOB.

[Tenue cTano ToHbllE U NPOH3UTENbHEE, KA3al0Ch, OYATO 3BYKU OKY-
ThIBaJIM royioBy Boiica, moka Mx He 3aryLiui BOi JeIHOro BeTpa.

98



OH npomep3 Ao koctell. Ero pyku HaMepTBO CTHCHYNIH PYKOSTKY
Meya. YCNBIIIaB CBUPENbIiA peB, OH C HEBEPOITHLIMU YCUIMAMH MOAHSAN
knuHoK. Ha Hero 6pocunoch rubkoe, naxsyiiee 3sepeM Teno. Korru
pasozpanu boiicy HOry, a pel4yaHHe OKa3aJloch yXe y CaMoro €ro yxa.
SIpocTHO 60PACH ¢ XONOAOM, OH CKHHYII C ce0sl KOIIKY U YAapuil MeYoM
— MUMO.

Teneps cTpaHHO M3MEHUBLIMIACA rosoc KMpatel, pe3oHupyrOLMA C
HaJOEeBIIYM 3BOHOM KOJIOKOJIBYHMKOB, HAIOJHUI BCIO TeMHOTY. M naxe
CKBO3b XOJIOJ U pacTepsAHHOCTb Bokc nouyBCTBOBa ABUXKEHUE Cpeu
HEBUAUMBIX (DUTYp B MAaHTHAX — JABWKEHHE, KOTOPOE OH y3HAJ [TOTOMY,
TO €ro IUIOTb MFHOBEHHO CMOpIIMBaliach, korma OHHM OKa3blBaIKCh
psIOM.

CHoBa ycnbllIaB pblYaHHE, OH MOCIEAHHUM, OTYasSHHBIM YCHINEM
nozansn med. Ha atot pas boiic He npomaxnyincs. Peluanue npespatu-
Joch B 2kanoOHblil Boi. Kolllka ¢ myXuM CTYKOM ynana Ha 1oJ v 3a-
Tuxna. GUrypsl B MaHTMAX CTaJll €ro OKpyxaTb, U boiic moHssu, 4To
YMPpET, €ClIi OHU IOTPOHYTCS 10 HEro.

Ocranoch euie koe-yrto. boiic He Mor nobparbes Ao Mpatbl, 4TOOB!
3aCTaBUTh €€ MPeKpaTuTh MeTh, Ho OpaKyn CTOsIa y HEro 3a CIUHOIA.
OH Mor ROTAHYTbCS 10 Hee.

M ybuTts.

Torna oHa, Mo kpaiiHel Mepe, TOUHO HE CTaHET IUIEHHULIEH CBOEro
3100H0rO0 ABOitHUKA. 1 ecnin ymper Opakyn — Mpara, BO3MOXXHO, yMpET
Toxe. boiic cobupascs coBeplIMTD XANKUHA U OTYAAHHBIA MOCTYIOK,
HO, Jla)K€ MCHBITHIBAs y>ac W OTBpallleHHe, OH MOHs, YTO Tak Oyner
Jydlue 1ns BCeX.

Ona 6bu1a OueHb 6111M3K0, Ha pacCTOSIHUM BRITAHYTOH pykH. Bofic koc-
HyJsics — BriepBble. [Ipexae eMy 6bU10 HHTEPECHO, MpaMOpHasi 1M OHa
HaolLy b, XonoaHas U TBepaai. OHa oka3anach He xoynoAHoi. Ha Mruo-
BEHHUE 3TO 03aJa4UII0 €ro, HO 3aTeM OH MOHsI. Boiic Tak XXyTko 3amep3
B 3TOM HEECTECTBEHHO JIEASHOIN TEMHOTE, YTO AAXKe MpPaMop Mokasasncs
€My TEIJIbIM.

U xorpa oH npuTsHyn ee k cebe, 0OOHAB 3a Mie4H, TO NOYYBCTBOBA,
KaKk OHa MEJUIEHHO, [TOYTH HEOXOTHO, YCTYMAeT ero Cuie, ee Tello Cor-
HYJIOCh, KOTAa OHa OKa3ajach B HENOCPEICTBEHHOM O1M30CTH OT Meya.

Boiic nepexBarun Med nobmke k adecy. B yxacHolf TeMHOTE OH
TIOHEC OCTPOE JIE3BUE K €€ TopiTy.

Opakyn He weBenbHynack. Ho OH ycnblian, kak ee [bIXaHue
Y4acTUIOCE.

O4eHb METIEHHO OH HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M HEXHO MOLIeNIoBall €€ B 10~
ceiHuii co3HarenbHbIH MOMeHT. U rybamu boiic nouyBcTBOBaN TEMIIO,
TIO4YBCTBOBAJT, KaK XKH3Hb MEJUTEHHO Bo3Bpalaercs B Opakyna Kepaka.
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MeyieHHO, IJIaBHO OHA BEpHYJach B MUD JKHUBBIX M3 TOTO MECTa, B KO-
TOPOM IpoOkLIa TaK JONTO.

Ee ry65l 3al11eBenuiImch OT ero NpukKOCHOBeHHs. A ceplle 3a011och
Oonee yacto. B ero pykax MpaMOpHOE TeNO CTano F'MOKUM U JKHBBIM.
CBsi3b MEXly HUMH, KOTOPYIO co3fana Mpara, ctana KaHaToM, HeNpeo-
Jomumo TaHyBLIMM Opakyna depes Bpara 3abblTUsl U 3a4apOBaHHOCTHU.
OHa noreBeNnunach, B3I0XHya. ..

3akIMHAHUE pa3pyLIUIIOCh.

Opakyn BbicBOOOAMIACh U Mcue3na B TeMHOTe. U, koraa oHa yuina,
boiicy noka3zanocs, yto rojgoc Mparsl ocnab. Ha onHo MrHoeeHue yBe-
PEHHOCTb B 3TOM PYXHYJd, HO OHA CIIOTKHYJIACh Ha cepeluHe ¢pasbl.
BHe3anHo OH pelmi, 4TO, HAKOHEU-TO, Bce MOHs. OHM ABIANUCH
JIByMs NTOJJOBUHKaMH OAHOT'O CYILIECTBa.

Hpara co Bceli cBoeil HeBepOsSTHOM KUBY4€CThIO BBICAChIBANA Yy CBOCH
MONOBUHKM XH3HeHHYo cuily. Korna k Opakyiny BepHynach )XU3Hb, OHa
MoTJIa PUITH TOJBKO U3 OHOTO ucTouHuka — u3 Upartel. Ta, HaBepHOe,
OLLly TUJIA, KaK CHJIbI IOKUAAIOT ee, korga Opakyi UCIbiTajla BHE3aHbIN
HPUIIUB SHEPIUH.

W TyT B Ies1HOM TEMHOTE BHE3AITHO 3a3By4aJl HOBBIN rojioc — YeTKUH,
XOJIOAHBIN, MOOWHUIA Ha TOM Xe OOroXyJbHOM s3blKe, Ha KOTOPOM BCe
eule npoposkana ropoputh Mpara. Ob6a ronoca cekyHay neaud XOpom:
OJIH XOJNOJIHBIA U HErPOMKHUH, HO HabuparoLWii cuity, Apyroi — dora-
Tbli1, BbICOKHIA, HAMOJHEHHbIH CTPACTbIO — HO MOCTENEHHO cnaberolui,
NoKa TEMHOTY pa3pe3ajiy HOBbIE TOHA.

Ho 310 Ob111 YK€ He X0p. CTpodbl U aHTUCTPO(BI 3BEHENH 110 BCEMY
3aneaeHeslieMy 3any. M, xorga boiic ycnbiuian neHue 3Toro HOBOro,
4ETKOI0 rojloca, eMy NoKas3anoch, YTO XOJI0/ Hayas MOHEMHOTy ocjiiabe-
BaTb. OH CHOBa MOT JBUIaThCs — C TPYAOM, HO Bce-Taku Mor. U caeno
LIarHyJ BIEepen.

I'OJIOC CPAXAJICH c ronocom. Bo TeMe Ooponuch JBe XKeH-
LUMHbI, KOTOpBIE Koraa-To ObuTM ogHoil. M Teneps boiic y3nan npasny,
CKpPbIBAIOLLYIOCs 3@ MPoUcXoaaLuM. B koHue koH1l0B, Mpara oka3anach
He €IMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, YMEILM roBoputs ¢ Humu. OHa Gblia
JMLUb MOJIOBUHON €AMHCTBEHHOrO CYLECTBA, KOTOpOe ObLUIO CoCOOHO
Ha 310. OpakxyJs Toxe 3HaJla, YTO HY>KHO NeTh, 3Hala, YTo OHU 00s3aHbI
noaunHATECA. M B TeMHoTe Opakyn npofoimkana nerh, a ee rojoc mo-
cTeneHHo Habupan mMolub, 6opsck ¢ ronocom Hparsl.

Boiic Hamynan yto-To Temjoe u Apiuailee. Jlaxke B TEMHOTE OH He
Mor owmbuThecst. OH cxBaTul ee 3a Taluo, U Mpara sipocTHo yaapuna
ero, nepectaB netb. [onoc Opakyna MPHOBEHHO BOCIOJb30BaICS May-
3011 U Habpai ele CHIIbI.
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Boiic obxBarun pykamu HMpary. Ee Hortu Bnunuce emy B meky. OH
IproKan ee K cebe, CKOBaB PyKH, H JIQJOHBIO 3akal eil poT. ITo 6bUI0
BCE PaBHO, CJIOBHO JAepXaTh ofHYy M3 kouiek OxoTHuka. Mpara cunbHO
yAapuia ero KoJieHOM W MpOJOJDKMIAa M3BUBaThCA. bolcy mpuinock
YCHUJIMTB XBaTKy, H €My [10Ka3anock, 4YTo ee pebpa MOTyT CIIOMaThCs MOA
ero HaxxuMoM. Ho 3aro oHa He Moryia FOBOPUTb.

[onoc Opakyia GecrnipecTaHHO JIMJICS TPOMKUM U YETKUM, HEUeJIoBe-
4eCKUM NeHueM. ITo 6bUT0 NPOCLOOH. .. 3TO OBIIO MOIBLOOH.

Oxpy>xarouias TEMHOTa Hauyajla CBeTIeTb. 3a MOTaloulelics rojioBoi
Wpatsi, Boiic yBuzen, kak ¢urypsl B MaHTUW JIBUTAIOTCS 3aMBICIIOBA-
ThIM PUTYaJiOM BOKpYI MpaMOpPHO# JAeBYIIKH, Yeil rojoc Bce elle pas-
Hocuiics 1o 3any. OH MOCMOTpeEI U OTBEPHYJICs, OOPACH C APOXKBIO, MY-
YHBLIEH ero BCAKUII pa3, KOrAa ero B3I AaXKe MEbKOM CKOJIB3HII MO
HEsICHbIM Qurypam.

Ho 4ro-to npousowuno.

Hpata B ero pykax BHe3alHO 3acThuia. UTO-TO MpOJIETENO MHUMO,
obaaBas xo5oa0oM, u boiic Ha MrHoBeHue ocnab oT yxaca. 3areM B 1Ipo-
ACHsAOLLEICA TbMe 3aBUOPUPOBAN OAWHOKUI 3BOH, MOXOXHH Ha ynap
TOHra.

U boiic nouyBcTBOBaJ, Kak Mpara B ero pykax... Taer...

Korna oH cHoBa cMor BUJIeTh, KOMHaTa Oblna yxxe nyctoil. OH He co-
BCEM OCO3HaBaJI, YTO MOJ MOJ HUM [MOJHUMAETCS U OIYCKAETCsl OrpoM-
HbIMH BOJIHAMU, OCKOJIbKY HEUTO MPUKOBAJIO €r0 B3I/, KaK 3aKjIMHA-
HUe. B numoBkIX Maszax U ACHOM ynblbaromeMcs e MoJ Jkene3HoH
KOPOHOH efiCTBUTENBHO OBUIO KOJIIOBCTBO.

— Tenepb Thl y3Haellb MEHs... MO 10pOroi, o, MO AOpOroii — Te-
nepb Thl MEHS y3Haellb?

Boiic yxe ¢ TpyAoM KOHTpOJIMpoBas COOCTBEHHOE Tesio. OH LIarHy
BIepell, Koraa Moy KauyHyjcs Yy Hero noj HOraMu, He cMesl [IOBEpUTb
CTPaHHOMY JI0Ka3aTeNbCTBY CBOETO MOPAXKEHHOTO pasyma.

— MbI CHOBa OZIHO LeNI0e, — CKa3aJl 3HAKOMBIi ronoc.

U tenepb boiic BCHOMHUI O TOM, 4TO ObIJIO JaBHBIM-AABHO U B ApY-
rom mupe. Ero cepane yayuatome 611ock B ropiie, oka oH Liei K Hei
[0 KaYaloILEMYCs MOJy, HEyBEpPEHHO BBITAHYB PYKH.

Hx cxxanu ee Temble nanblpbl. Ha Hero cMoTpena aeBylika, KOTOPYIO
OH 3HaJl — AcHas W uBasd, kak Mparta, na, cnocobHas ko 31y, kak Mpara
— Ho He 31as. Ee cuna HuKkyna He aenack, Ho et ynpasnsina Opakyin, Kak
1 KOrJa-TO AaBHbIM-AaBHO.

Ona 6pocunack k boiicy B 00bsATHS U OTKMHYJNA IOJIOBY C KOPOHOHA,
4T00bl MOJHECTHU I'YOBI K ero rybam, ynpibasch, Kak KOraa-To aBHO Ha
3emite.

Ha, Tenepb oH BcioMHMI. D10 ObIa HacTodias Mpara!..
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PackayuBaroluiics nos He Aan MM nouenoBarbes. OHa oTol1a Ha3al
U BCTPEBOXKEHHO OCMOTpENAch.

— Hano yxonute, — ckazana HMpara. — Xasb... HO eciu Thbl HE CO-
Oupaelubcs OCTaThCs TYT HABEYHO, HAM HYXKHO YXOAMUTH, KaK MOXXHO
OvicTpee.

boiic nocmoTpen Tyaa xe, Kyaa U oHa. Uepes CTeKIsHHbIH NOTOJIOK,
abCONIOTHO MPO3paYHEbIii, €M He CUMTATh TyMaH CHapYXH, OH yBHJEI
ropoAcKUe KphillY, ropbl 3a HUMH, Kepak, BeHUarolMii BepIUMHY Of-
Ho#t u3 Hux. M Kepak Meanenso otaansics. [opbl ABUranuch. .. HeT, He
ropsl, apuraics ['opoz.

— CB#3b pa3pylieHa, — 0ObsICHUIA AEBYLIKA B €0 OOBATUSX.

Boiic He mor aymarb o Hel, kak 006 pare, X0Ts 3Hall, YTO 3TO ee Ha-
cTosiLiee UMS.

— 51 GonblIIe He ABNSAIOCH IKOpEM, yaep>KuBatoLuM TyT ['opox, U Teue-
Hue oTHOCUT ero. Kak rymaellb, yTo Ham Jenarb, Yunbsim boiic?

OH omycTun pyky, 4To0bl JOTPOHYThCS [0 NMOsICa, TAE Yepe3 ONexK Iy
BCe ellle MpOLyNbIBajics ciadblif Xonox kpucramia. Jla, kaMeHb Bce
eule ObUT HA MecTe.

— BepHemcs Hazan, — orBetun boiic. — OOparHo Ha 3emitio, eciu
cyMeeM.

— Ja, — kuBHyna Mpara, — 1 Hagesnace, 4to 3T0T ['0poz koraa-uubynp
nepecTaHeT ObITh MOMM MECTOM. Mo€ MECTO PSIOM € TOOOM ... €CITU ThI
3TOr0 XOYelllb.

OH ynbIOHYNCA U HAKJIOHUJI FOJI0BY, YTOObI yOe1uTh €e, HO JIeByLiKa
yJbIOHYIach B OTBET M HEXCHO OTTOJIKHYJIA €TO.

— [Mozxe, no3xe, Mol 10poroi. Mbl... cMoTpHu.

Boiic nmoBepHy roynosy.

— J>kamaii! — ¢ TpeneToM B rojoce BOCKIMKHYII OH.

Ho, TeM He MeHee, OH He yBUJeN HUYEro cTpauHoro. [a, xxyTkoe u
Tparuyeckoe, HO NMOYEMY-TO COBCEM HE CTPAHHOE B 3TOM CTPAHHOM H
0e33aKOHHOM MecCTe.

Ha Bbicokom TpoHe Kopons KosaynoB cupen OxorHuk. Xentas
MaHTus Koposs nexxana y ero Hor Ha kadarouemes noiy. [Tonboponok
OXOTHHKA MOKOUJICS y HEro Ha rpyau, a ero JUUOo ObIIO MOBEPHYTO K
Hpare ¢ Boiicom, noka te ctosau nepea TpoHoM. Ho OxoTHuk He Buaen
ux. B ero mazax cTosno 6e3ymue, OHO MONHOCTBIO MOMIOTHIIO €ro.

Onwu ocraBwid OXOTHUKA HA TPOHE H, CHOTHIKASCh, MOLIM MO Kadya-
rowemycs nony. Pagom ¢ TpoHoM niexxanu meptble 38epu OXOTHHUKA, a
y ero Hor — Tenio Koposns.

BOMC C UPATOM npo6upanuck yepes TyMaH 110 3eMJle, I0AH1MA-
[oleiics ¥ omyckarouielcst oA HoraMu, CJIOBHO BOJTHBI TBEPJOrO MOPA.
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Co ckpexeToM KamHs DyOOKO noj 3emiel OTKpBIBANMCH U 3aKpbIBA-
JIMCb OTPOMHBIE NponacTH. Hespa cToHany mox HUMM.

— boicTpee! — ycnbian boiic coOCTBEeHHBIH XpUILIbIA BOIUIb, MOKa
3eMIIA TPACNACh U B3ABIMAJaCh M'MTAHTCKUMM BOJIHAMH, OMYCKAIOLH-
MHCS, KaK TOJbKO OHU HauWHAaJM JIe3Th BBEPX MO CKJIOHY. — TyT Heda-
JIEKO — YK€ COBCEM ONI3KO. 51 MOMHIO 3Ty ckally. 51 nmpoLien UIMEHHO TYT.

— Kaxercs... Teneps Te4eHUE 3aMeUIUIIOCH, — 3a/IbIXasiCh, 3aMETHIIA
Wpara. — 3emns... oHa yXonuT B ropy. Tonbko JONMUHA. .. ellle MIbIBET.

OOneruieHHble TYMaHOM, OHM NPOAO/DKaNM B30OHMparbcs BBepX. U
JEeHCTBUTENBHO, NMOKA KAMEHUCTBHIE XONIMBI HaOWpanyu BBICOTY, BOJHBI
CTaHOBUIIMCH Bce ciabee u cnabee. OnuH pas Mpara ¢ boiicom ocra-
HOBUJINCH U OMNsAHynuch. [ne-To BHU3Y, OnecTs uapyrolyMH pasHO-
LBETHBIMU OTHsIMH, ['opon KongyHoB, CIOBHO kopabiib, yIUIbIBal B Ty-
MaHHbIE Jja/ly, KayasCch Ha 3€MHbIX BOJIHAX, HECUIUMH €ro IIaBHbIMU
Tonukamu. A 3a [lopogom BuaHencs Kepak.

OrpoMHbIit 3aMOK CTOSUT Ha BBICOKUX CKallaX, ajoe 3HaMsl, pa3BeBa-
N0Ch HaJl HUM, KakK oroHb. [1o nonuHe y ero nogHoXusi NpOIUIbIBYT M
npyrue 3emnu. dpyrue ropona u moau y3Hawot Tankpen u ['unneama
nto boiica, sBnsrolerocs AanbHUM npeakoM boiica, HO KTO U YTO 3TO
Oynert, He y3HaeT HukTO. Kepak, nogyman boiic, BeuHo OyneH BeHuaTh
3Ty CKay, oka MUMO MeJIEHHO MPOTUIBIBAIOT pa3sHble 3eMIIH, MPOHOCH
MHMO €r0 BOPOT HEU3BECTHbBIE NPUKITIOYEHHUS.

Hpara ¢ boiicoM noBepHy/IUCh U NOJE3M AAJIbLUE.

— 3nech... HeT, euie Bolle. BOT, kaxercs, TyT.

Boiic HanpshkeHHO ocMaTpuBasl kaMeHHbIe BhICTYNblL. Ka3zanock He-
BEPOATHBIM, YTO 3a OAHUM U3 HUX Haxoaujcs ero Mup. OH 3aMeTH Ka-
KOH-TO MPOONEeCcK U HarHyJCsA, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH MOOIHKE.

— Ha, 310 TO camoe MecTo. Buauiub, BOT cTekio, koTopoe s pasou,
KOT/la NpoLLeN Yepe3 OKHO.

OHo nexaro Ha 3eMiie o0JIeCKUBAOLMMHU OCKOJIKaMH, XPyCTILUMHU
nos HoraMu. boiic noiapun B kapMaHe U BbITALMJ MaN€HbKUH, XON0/-
HbIil KPUCTAJL, OT KOTOPOIO Y HEro cpasy 3amepsJia JaJloHb.

— [Mogoxau, — ckazana Mpara. — Ceer... — OHa nokonebanach, 3a-
TeM BHe3anmHo ynbiOHynack. — S moobewana cebe, 4ro Oonblue He
6yny xonposatb. Ho ceiiyac mMarus noHagpobutcs HaMm, MOit AOpOroii.
IToHumaemn?

Hpata nomHsna pyKy 4 COTHYNa nmanbLbl pas, 3aTeM Apyroi. Mexay
ee OONIBIINM U yKa3aTellbHbIM NajIbaMu MOsBUIIOCH KPOLIEYHOE M1aMsl.

— BeicTpee, noka oHo roput!

boiic noaHan xonoaHbli kpucTaul. OroHb yAapuil B HETO, OTPasHIICs
OT KaMHs CBETALMMCS Y30pOM... M BOMTANCA B Hero. MeaneHHo o6pa-
30BaJlOCh OKHO, ABIAIOLLEECS BpaTaMy B APYroi Mup.
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Ewe pa3, — B nocnennuii pas, — boiic omsiHyncd. 'opon cran pane-
KUM ISTHOM B TyMaHe, NJBIBYLIUM N0 Ka4alOIIUMCS 3eMJISIM B Apyrue
raBaHu, HO €ro OrHy Bee elle cnabo nobieckuBasny B obaakax. A Mpay-
HbIH, HeM3MeHHbIH Kepak nmo-nmpexHeMy CMOTpeN Ha 3TOT CTpaHHBbIi
MHp, Tle¢ MPOCTPAHCTBO ObUIO TEKyYUM, a BpeMsi He CylIeCTBOBAJO
BOOOILIE.

HewusBecTHble 3akojioBaHHbIE ropoja Bcerna OyayT MpoMNJbIBaTh
4epes 3TH OeCrOKOHHbIe TPACYIHeCcs 3eMJIU, 3aKpbIThie OenbiMu obna-
kamu. boiic Hukoraa He y3HaeT 00 3TUX ropojax.

Ero pa3ym Ha 0HO MoclieiHee, CTpaHHOE MCHOBEHHE 3aiepaKaliCsl Ha
Kepaxe, rae ®uam JH0AU OJHOH KPOBH C HUM.

— Hpewm... 6sicTpo! — BApYT ckasana Mpata u B3siia €ro 3a pyky.

B ckaie nepes HUM ObUTO XpyCTallbHOE OKHO, 32 KOTOPbIM BUIHEIUCH
KaK{e-TO TeHH.

Bojic o1y Tun HexxHOe NO3BIKUBAHUE pa3OUBAIOLIErOcs CTEKa. ..

Ha crenax 3akauanuch npuspayHble 3aHaBeCKU. B HeHacTosmux
CKJagKax TYCKJIO MepLanu AparoueHHble kamHU. Yepes Goraro ykpa-
LIEHHbIE OPThEPhl HaYalld NPOCBEUMBATh IOJIbIE, MbUIbHbIE JOCKH.

3aHaBecku ucuesnu. boiic ¢ Mparoii okazanuce B myCTOM, TUXOIl KOM-
Hare. Ha cTeHe 3a HUMU He OCTalloCh HU cllefia XPyCTajabHOro y30pa.

H3panexa goHeccs 3ByK aBTOMOOMIIBHBIX I'YAKOB U BLIKPUKH MallbyM-
L1eK, pa3HOCALLUX ra3eThl.

Lands of the Earthquake, (Startling Stories, 1947 Ne 5), nep. Anopeii
bypyes u Hzopo @youm
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QUEST TO CENTAURUS
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nyTb 6OroB

IUTABA 1. Hogble mupor

OH CMOTPEJI Ha oxTsa0pbCKOE YTPO Tak, CIOBHO HHUKOIJa elle
ie BHJaNl OKTiA0psa. OTo, kOHEe4YHO, O6bUT0 He Tak. Ho OH 3Han, yTo yxe
iMKOrIa He YBUAUT OKTAOPh. [ToToMy UYTO TaM, KyAa OH OTHpaBIAJICS,
VIO)KET U He OBbITh HU TP, HU OKTAOpeii. [la He «<MOXeT», a CKopee BCero
1 He 6yaeT. DTO Ka3anoch HEBEPOATHBIM, XOTS CTAPUK JOJT0 TaJAbIYUII
> kKOMOVHALMAX KIJIABHIL, CEJIEKTUBHOCTH MAIIMHBI 1 MHOYXECTBEHHBIX
BceneHHBbIX, JeTALIUX, KPYKa, TOYHO CHEIKMHKHU, 10 6ECKOHEUHOCTH.

—Ho s yenoBek! — cka3an oH BCIyX, CUJs, CKPECTUB HOTH, Ha TEIUIOH,
Sypoii 3eMJie U YyBCTBYS BETEPOK.

Cxazan ¥ TyT e NOHsUI, YTO CKasall Henpasay. M TyT »ke no4yBCTBO-
3aJ1 HeXXKHOE LIeKOoTaHue B 001acTH JIONATOK, 4TO 03HAYano, YTO KPblibs
iyTh 3akonebaiuch 0/ BETEPKOM, U UHCTUHKTUBHO HAaNpAr rpyaHble
VIBILLILIBI, YTIPaBIAIOLIME KPbUIbIMH.

OH BoBce He ObIN yenoBekoM. DTO-TO U ABJIIIOCH npobiemoit. U
YTOT MU, 3TOT APKMii OKTAOPbCKUI MHP, MPOCTUPAIOLIUICA A0 CaMOro
rOpHU30HTA, OB CO3JaH, YTOOBI 3alLUILATh pacy, KOTopas cTaja JOMH-
HUPYIOLUEH U PEBHUBO OTHOCHJIACh KO BCEM BO3MOXKHBIM CONEPHUKAM.
HenoBeuecTBO, Y KOTOPOro He ObIIO MECTa IS Yy>KAKOB €ro paHra.

OcTaneHbiX Bpoje Ob1 3T0 He 3a60TUn0. OHYM POCIH B ACHAX MOYTH C
>aMmoro poXxJeHus, U30J1UpOBaHHbIE OT JIIOAEH. 3a 3TO OTBEYal CTapHUK.
OH co3aln OrpOMHBI I0OM Ha CKJIOHE, C IUTaCTHKOBOM KpbilleH U cTe-
HaMu, MOYTH PACTBOpsIIOLIMECS HA (OHE KOPMYHEBOH U 3€J1eHOM 3eMiu
- ybexwuuie, koTopoe nepectano ObITh yoexumeM. [1otoMy 4To cTeHbI
1o OBUIN MOBPEX/IEHBI.

— Kepn, — pasnancs nozagu yeii-to rojoc.

Kpbinarelii yesioBek MOBEpPHYN TOJMOBY M IIAHYN NMOBEPX TEMHOIO
kpbu1a. OT JoMa BHU3 MO CKIIOHY K HeMy Gexxana aeBywka. Ee 3Banu
Kya. Pogurenu ee ObLIM MOJMHE3MILIAMH, OTCIOAA €€ pOCT U rudkoe
A3S1ECTBO OKEAHMUYECKOH pachl, a Takxke OnecTsiiye TEMHbIE BOJIOCHI
4 Teruias Ko)ka MeloBoro orreHka. Ho oHa nocrosHHO HOCHIIA HENpo-
3payHble YepHBIE OYKHM, JIOO ee mepecekana Mojoca TEMHOH IuacT-
Macchl, TaKkXe BbIMIAAEBIUCH HENpo3payHoH, XOTA U He Oblia TaKOBOH.
JInuo ee 6bUTO MpeKpacHoO, aible ryObl UMeNu U3SAIMHBIA U3rud, u Bce
JKPYIVIOCTH XKEHCKOT'0 Tejia ObUIM Ha CBOUX MeCTaX.

Ho oHa Toxxe He Oblia YEIOBEKOM.
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ng air currents (Chap. 11)

OF THE GODS

By HENEY KUTUNER

Spawn of atomic fission, this strange company of mutants
exiled by humanity battles against enslavement in a foreign
world dominated by the evil Spirit of the Crystal Mountain!

— Hy uto0 TbI BonHyembes, KepH, — ckazana oHa, ynbiOHYBIIKChH €MY.
— Bce 6yneT xopouio. Bot yBuauis.

— Xopomo, — mpe3purenbHo (oipkHyn KepH. — Tbl, npaBaa, Tak
Jymaeus?

Kya MHCTUHKTUBHO INIAHYNA HA CKJIOH, YTOObI YOENUTbCS, YTO OHH
OJIHY, 3aTeM MOAHsANA 00€ pyKU U CHsNa OYKM U TEMHYIO MOJIOCKY Iia-
CTHKa co n6a. BcTpeTHBILNMCH C MPUCTAJIBHBIM B3[JISIOM €€ SIPKO-ro-
ny6oro rmasa, KepH cHOBa OLLyTHI IIOK, KOTOPBLil 4yBCTBOBAJ BCETa,
KOIZla BUJEN €€ JIMLIO OTKPBITHIM.

IToromy uto Kya 6sina L{uknonom. Eif co3nany oauH-eJMHCTBEHHBIH
a3 3a 10y. Ho ecnu pasym Mor npuHATH 3T0, OHa ObLla MpekpacHa, a B
€IMHCTBEHHOM [J1a3y CBETUJICSA YM U MOAJIMHHbIE YyBCTBA.
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i |

v A | v
Better fo die that way than this,”" said Elja.

All right, Kn, we'll

{Chap. V1)

TIVIA3 KYA 6b11 MaeanbHoM NTMH30M, M BCe, Ha 4TO CIIOCOOHA IMH3a,
MOT ¢JIeNaTh 3TOT M1a3. HUKTO TOUHO He 3HaJl, KaKue YAUBUTENbHbBIE Me-
XaHU3MbI CKPBIBAJIMCH BHYTPH HEr0, HO OHA MOIJIa BUJETh BAAJIbL MOYTH
Kak TeJIECKOM, a Takxe (OKycHpOoBaTbCcsd Ha MHKPOMHMpE, Kak JIydLnuii
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MHKpPOCKON. A, MOXET, ee eAMHCTBEHHBIN Ma3 ObUT crocobeH U enle
Ha 4yT0. B JO0Me MyTanuii He NPUHATO OBUTO IPHUCTABATh APYT K IPYTY €
BOMIPOCaMM.

— Tl ¢ Hamm aBa roga, KepH, — roBopuna Tem BpeMeHeM oHa. — Beero
Jaulb ABa roaa. Thl elle He 3Haellb, HACKOJIBKO Mbl CHJIBHBI U Ha YTO
cnocobHbl. bproc Xamnam 3Haet, uto aenaet, KepH. Ero Hukoraa e
BOJTHOBaU Teopun. Tounee. Teopuu B ero pykax CTaHOBUJIMCH NPAKTH-
KoH. ¥V Hero Belgawolmiics yM. Thl elie He 3Haelb Hac, KepH!

— Ho He MoxerTe ke Bbl 60POTHCs € LENbIM MUPOM!

— HeT. Ho MBI MOX€M MOKUHYTH €r0.

Ona ynbiOHynack, 1 KepH HOHs, YTO OHAa HE BUAUT HUYETO OCO-
OEHHOro B OKpy’kKaloulieM HX 30710ToM yTpe. He 3Hana oHa u roponos,
nocTpoeHHbIX B Mupe 1980-ro roza, He 3Hasia M XXU3HH, KoTopas Oyp-
JHJIa B 3TUX ropofax u 6buta eif 6e3rpaHuyHo uyxaa. Bee a1o nomkHo
ObITh 4yk10 U A7 KepHa, HO Kpblilbs Hauanu pacTH y HEro 3a njeyamu,
TOJIBKO KOTZIa €My UCIIONHUIOCH BOCEMHAALIATD JIET.

— He 3Hato, Kya, — cka3an oH. — 5] He yBepeH, 4To X04y 3Toro. Y MeHs
OblIK OTell U MaTb... OpaThi... APY3bs...

— TBou ponuTtenu — TBOM caMblie O0ONbLIME BpPark, — KaTErOPUYHO 3as-
Buna Kya. — Onu anu tebe »u3Hb.

KepH oTBen ma3a OT €€ BCENPOHUKAIOLIEro MPUCTAIbHOIO B3MIAAA
€IMHCTBEHHOI0 CHHEro rjla3a u MocMoTpes Ha Oonbiuoit AoM mo3aau
Hee. JT0 ObUIO yOexulle, BBICTPOSHHOE BO BpeMs pe3Hu 1967 rona,
y6exuliile oT HaberoB opz CTPaHHbIX MOHCTPOB, CO3aHHBIX pagualuei.
CaM OH, KOHEYHO, He TIOMHUJI, HO YUTall 00 3TOM, Jlaxke He MpeJrnoia-
ras, 4To HeuYTo noAoOHOe NPUMEHAT U K HeMy camoMmy. HMctopuio emy
pacckasbiBasl CTapuk.

CHayana Hayanach aTOMHasi BOWHa, KpaTKOBPEMEHHAsI, HO y)KacHas,
3apa3uBllasi BECb MUP HEU3BECTHbIMU TOI[A U31y4YEHUSIMU. 3areM Mo-
CJIeI0BaJIM BOJIHA 3@ BOJIHOM YpOIIbl, pOXKAaeMble BbDKUBIIUMHU. [ €HbI 1
XpPOMOCOMBI U3MEHSAJNCh CaMblM HEOXHUIAHHBIM 0OpazoMm. Y poauTe-
nei-noned poxxaanuch 4y10BUILA.

VYeneutHble MyTauuy ObITH JIUILG Y Kaxaoro gecstoro. Ho gaxe u
OHHU ObUTM OnacHbl A1 BUAa ['omo CanueHc.

OBoNIOLMA HAallOMUHAET KOJECO pYJeTKU. YCIOBMA Ha 3emie ofo-
OpAIOT onpeeneHHble THUMBI MyTaLuii, CocoOHble K BRDKMBaHUIO. Ho
aTOMHAs1 SHEPrysl Hapyluuiia NpUPOHbINA OanaHe, ¥ cTald pacnpocTpa-
HATBCS MyTalluy, MOPOXKACHHbIE YucThIM Oe3ymuem. He Bce, koHeuHo.
[ToroMy 4to He Bce ObUTH XH3HecnocoOHbIMU. Ho aByXronoBsie cyiie-
CTBa POXKJAIUCH — U XXWJIM — HapsAy ¢ reHussMU 1 6esymuamu. Jlonroe
Bpems Beemuphblii CoBer u3yyan 61onoruueckue u colralibHble Mpo-
6neMbl, IPEeXAE YeM peKOMeHI0Ball 3BTaHa3uto. OTHbIHE pa3BuTHe Ye-
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JIOBEUECTBA NJIAHUPOBAIOCH M CTPOUWIIOCH MO 3apaHee MPOLyMaHHOMY
riady. Y Henb3s 6bLI0 OTKIOHATBHCS ¢ HAMEYEHHOrO My TH, IIOTOMY 4YTO
TOrAa Hayaucs Obl Xaoc.

['eHMsAM; MyTaHTaM C aHOMAJIBHO BBICOKUM [Q, paspemany xuth. Ho
HUKaKUM APYTHM IOCNe UX OOHapy>eHus. A uX MHOrAa 6bUI0 TPYAHO
obHapyxutb. K 1968 rogy B :KUBbIX OCTallMCh JIMLb MyTallid OCHOB-
HOTO psifia, BepHble Ouosornyeckoit Hopme YentoBeka... 3a onpeseneH-
HbIMU UCKJTIOUEHUSIMH.

TAKHUM BbLJI cein Crapuxa Cam Bproctep.

VY Hero ObUIM ompeaeneHHble crnocobHocTH. CBepxyenoBedeckHe
cnocobHoctd. Crapuk HapylIW NPaBUTENbCTBEHHbIE 3aKOHBI, IO-
CKOJIbKY HE OTNpaBWJ MIafieHla B j1abopaTopuio JUis MPOBEPKU U Te-
CTHPOBaHUs — U MOCHAEYIOIIEro YHUYTOKeHUs. BMecTo 3Toro oH mno-
CTPOMJI 3TOT JIOM, 1 MQJIBYMK HE BbIXOJMI 3@ NPEAENbI €ro TEPPUTOPHH.

3areM NMOCTENeHHO, OTYACTH PaAu TOro, YTOOBI y MalibyKKa ObUTH TO-
BapuIlY, a YaCTMYHO U3 cocTpananus CTapuk Hadyan cobuparb Apyrux
nereii. TaitHo. MyTaHTa-pebeHka 31€Cb, MyTaHTKY TaM, IPUBO3MUJ OH
UX, Moka B OONBIIOM JIoMe He NMosiBUIach Oonbluas ceMbs. OH Opan ux
He HayraJl. Beab ¢ HekoTopbiMu ObLTO Ob1 HebGe30macHo XxuTh. Hekoro-
pbIM Jlyylie Obl10 yMepeTh cpasy nocie poxaeHus. Ho Tex, y KoTopbix
4T0-TO OBLTO 3a IyLUIOH MOMHUMO CTPaHHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH, OH OTHICKH-
BaJl U 3alLMLLA.

A BBezeHUE B 3Ty ceMblo KepHa Bbinano taiiny Crapuka. Manbuuk
CIIMLIKOM JOJITO XHJI cpedy oObIYHBIX JIOfIeH, [TOKa Y HEero He Hayaju
pacTd Kpbuibsi. EMy 6bUI0 y)ke BOCEMHaALATh JIET, @ €ro Kpblibs OblIK
B pa3Maxe [OYTH JBa METpPa, KOrja ero Haen crapblii Mucrep bpio-
crep. CeMbs nmbITaNach AEpPXKaTh €r0 B CEKpETe, HO CIYXH YXe mpoca-
4YUBauCh, korna Kepu nepeexain B yoexuine bprocrepa, 1 nponomkanu
pacnpocTpaHsIThCS, MOKa BIACTH, HAKOHeL, He BBIABUHYNMH CTapuky
YABTUMATYM.

— DTO MOs BUHa, — ¢ ropeubto ckazan KepH. — Ecniu 6b1 He 51, BaM Obl
He JOCaXAaJIH.

— Bogce Her, — niy6okwuii , Apkuii ma3 Kya cMmorpen npsmo Ha
Hero. — Thl pekpacHo 3Haelllb, YTO, PAHO MJIM MO3JHO, OHU BCE PABHO
661 Haun Hac. M mMycTh 3TO MpOU3OHAET Teneph, OKa MbI MOJOABI
cnocobHbl npucnocabnuBaTbCcs. Mbl MOXEM JIerko YHTH, M 3TO HaMm
Jlaxke oHpaBuTCsA. — [010¢C ee clierka 3apoxan OT BHyTPEHHEro CKpbI-
Toro BonHeHus. — [logymaii cam, Kepu! Hoebie Mupsbl! Heuro 3a npene-
namu 3emuy, rae Bce OyayT Takue, Kak Mbl!

— Ho s yenosex, Kya! 51 yyBcTBYIO cebs yenopekom! 51 He xouy yxo-
JUTh. 31ech MOs poAuHa!
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— ThI roBopHILb Tak TONBKO MOTOMY, KepH, 4To BbIpoC cpeau 0ObIu-
HbIX Jroneit. Ho moxymait cam. EcTe MecTo st ro60ro u3 Hac — HO
TONBKO HE 37eCh!

— 3Haro, — KpUBO ycMexHyJics oH. — Ho MHe 310 He HpaBuTcs. JlagHo,
JaBaii-ka BepHeMcsl. K HacTosLIeMy MOMEHTY OHU YXe JOJDKHBI IIpEAb-
SIBUTD YJIbTUMATYM. S X0uy yCnbllaTh €ro. X0Ts s 3apaHee 3Hako OTBET.
A TBI Benlb TOXE?

Kya kuBHy”a, mss, Kak OH ¢ TOYKOM CMOTPUT Ha mycToe romnyboe
HeOO M XOJIMBI Temjaoro okTadps. Mup ana moaei. Ho Tonbko s
JIFOAEH. ..

Ob6urarenu ybexwuina bprocrepa yxe cobpanuce.

— Y Hac mano BpeMeHM, — cka3ai cTapblii Muctep bproctep. — OHu
yKe HampaBnsitoTces ctofa. YToOsl 3a0paTh Bac Bcex Ha dBTaHA3MIo.

ComM Bproctep pesko paccMesiics.

— Me1 Moru Obl YCTPOUTB UM TEMIIbIH NpUEM.

— HeT. Bol He MoxeTe 60poThCs co BceM MUpoM. Jla, BbI MO OBl
YHUYTOKUTb MHOTO HapoOAy, HO 3TO Jely He noMoxer. MammuHa bproca
— €MHCTBEHHas Hajaexza Ajs Bcex Bac. — ['onoc ero 4yTh ApOrHyn. —
Mup nokaxeTcss MHE OMHOKHM, IE€TH MOM, KOTZa Bbl YHETE.

OHM CMOTpeNH Ha HEero ¢ KakoH-To HENOBKOCTBIO, OOLIMPHOE ceMeii-
CTBO CTPAHHbIX MYTaHTOB, TOJbKO-TOJIbKO BbILUEALIMX U3 AETCKOIO BO3-
pacTa, HO CTaBLIMMMU HE 110 I'ofiaM 3peJbIMU.

— Kak BBl 3HaeTe, MupaM HeT KOHLA, — cka3an bproc. — Ectb Gec-
KOHEYHOE MHOXECTBO MUPOB, B KOTOPbIX Mbl He cMoru Obl >xuTh. Ho
I7Ie-TO Cpelld HUX JOMKHBI ObITh U MUPBI, [UIS KOTOPBIX HAlIX MyTaLH
— HopMma. Sl 3anoxun B MaiiMHy oOpa3ibl BceX Hac. MauivHa OTbIlLeT
MOJIXOASIIUMNA 1JIs1 HAC MHUP — MO KpaiiHeH Mepe, A KOro-To M3 Hac. A
OCTAJIbHBIE MOTYT IPOJOJKUTH NOUCKH. SI MOTY MOCTPOUTH AyOnukar
MalduHbI B 1I060M Mupe, rae BooOLie cMOry BblKUTh. — OH ynbIOHYCH,
U €ro CTPaHHbIE I71a3a BCOBIXHYJIH.

CrpanHo, nogyman KepH, kak 4acTO MyTaHTOB BbIAAIOT HMEHHO
rma3a. Hy, npo Kya u pasrosopos Het. 1 npo Cama Bproctepa ¢ ero
Y>KaCHbIMU TalHBIMU I71a3aMH, 3alUMLICHHBIMA BTOPHYHBIMH BEKaMH,
KOTOpbIE OTKPBIBAIOTCS, JIMIIb KOTAA OH B rHeBe. A y bproca Xamiama
CTPaHHOCTb HE CTOJIb OYEBUHA, HO CIOXHOCTb €[0 MO3ra MOXHO JIErKO
3aMETUTh B INIyOWHE €ro HEMOCTHXKUMBIX [J1a3.

Bpioc 3Han Bce 0 MallMHaX B CAMOM LUMPOKOM CMBICJIE 3TOIO CIOBa
— IpUYeM 3TH 3HaHUs ObLIM 3a npeaenaMu noHuMmanus noaeid. OH mor
TBOPUTH uyfAeca ¢ JTHOObIMU YCTPOHCTBaMH, KOTOpPbIE CO3/aBall €ro
JoBkue nanplibl. Ka3anoch, OH 4YMCTO MHCTUHKTHBHO CO3JaBajl HEBHU-
JaHHbIe U300pEeTEeHNs U UCIIONb30BAll UX B CAMbIX NPOCTHIX, AaXe NpHU-
MHUTHBHBIX MEXaHU3MaX. ‘
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B yriy KOMHarThl, 3a KpyIvioi cTajibHO#N ABEpHIO OBLIO CTANBHOE MO-
MeuleHue, kotopoe bproc coszpan Bcero nuiub Henento Hasaa. Ha el
ropena naHenb ynpaBlieHus, IPOXOAs Yepe3 BCe 4aCTH CIIEKTPa U BpeMs
OT BPEMEHH CTAaHOBSCh YUCTO KpacHOU. Y koraa oHa cTaHOBHJIach Kpac-
HOMH, 3TO 03Hayano, YTO MUP, B KOTOPHIi OTKPHIBANACE CTaJIbHAs ABEPH,
ObUT MOAXOAALIMM U1 Kakux-iu0o MyTaHToB. KpacHblii cBReT 03Hayal,
4YTO MalUMHA Hallla MUp, KOTOPBIH HE TONbKO MOT MOJAEPXKUBATh ue-
JIOBEYECKYIO U3Hb, HO MPHUMEPHO COOTBETCTBOBAJ] W3BECTHOMY MM
MHpY, 1 YTO-TO B HEM MOAXOAUJIO, MO KpaitHeit Mepe, sl OAHOM rpy bl
MYTaHTOB.

V KepHna kpyxunacs rojioBa, korjga oH aymain o BeeneHHblx, npose-
TalOUIMX 3a 5TOH JABEPbHIO, O MUPAX, Ha KOTOPLIX HUYTO HE MOIVIO JKUTb,
0 MMpax M3 rasa M IUlaMeHH, O MUpax U30 JbAa U BoAml... M B aTOM
6ecHHCIEeHHOM CKOMHILE MUPOB OBLIM Takue XKe, Kak UX COOCTBEHHBIN
MUpP, MUPBI BOJIBI U COJIHIIA. ..

9TO BbLJIO HeBeposTHO. HO Tak e, kak M Kpblibi Y HEro Ha
cnuHe, kak uukinonuyeckuid mas Kya u yxachbiii B3rnsg Cama bpro-
cTepa, TakiuM ObUT U pa3yM B uepene bproca Xannama, co3aaBLIMM MOCT
JUTA BCEX HHX.

KepH ornsinyn Bcto rpynny. PaccnabuBuivch B TEHM y CTEHbI CHAENa
BupHa, nocneqHss U3 ceMbl MyTaHTOB, IS/ HA HErO MPUCTAIbHbIMU
cepbiMu razamu. KepHa, kak Bcerna, koraa OH BCTpedasics ¢ Heit B3rs-
JIOM, KOJIBHYJIO COCTpaJlaHHe.

®usnuecku bupHa 6sina camoii cnaboit U3 Bcex HUX. CTosi, OHa eABa
nocturana koneHa KepHa. OHa 6buta npekpacHo ciioXkeHa B CBOMX Mac-
wrabax, TOHKas U XpyInkas, TOYHO crekisiHHas. Ho kpacuBoii oHa He
6bu1a. BbUTO Kakoe-TO cMelleHMe B YepTax ee Jula, AenaBlliee ee Tpo-
ratejibHO ypoA/IMBOH, a meyasib B CephbiX INa3ax, Ka3ajloch, OTpaXkana
neyanb BCEro Mupa.

3aro y bupHbl 66T BoLEOHBIH TOJI0C, a Taloke U pasyM. MyApocTh
npubbiBana K Hel TOYHO Tak ke, kak 3HaHus K Bbprocy Xannamy, Ho
B Heil 6b110 OeckoHeYHO OoJbilie TEIIoThl, YeM B HeM, bproce. Kephy
UHOTJA Ka3aJloch, 4TO bproc cniocobeH pacuieHUTh YeoBeka TakK ke
feccTpacTHO, Kak pa3pe3aTh MONojaM MPOBOAOK, €CIM eMy NoTpedy-
€TCs Marepua Ajs dKcrnepumeHTa. BHewne Bpioc Bbimisaen cambiM
HOpPMAJIbHBIM U3 BCEX HUX, HO OH He MPOHAET Jaxe camoro MnoBepx-
HOCTHOT'O UCCJIEOBAaHUS MBILLICHHS.

— Yero mbl oxxuzaaeM? — HeTepneauBo cnpocun bproc. — Bee rotogo.

— Ja, BaM HY>XHO CcrieIIUTh, — noaTrepaun Crapuk. — CMoTpUTe, CBET
Be/lb ceiiyac KpacHblii, BepHO?

113



[Tanenp Haj cTanbHOR ABEPHIO Oblia OpaHkKEBOM, HO TTOKa OHU CMO-
Tpesy, oHa Bce Donee cTaHOBUIIACh pyMsiHOM. Bproc crienan war Bnepesn
U MOJIOXKUJI PYKY Ha pblyar, OTKpbIBaroliuii aBeps. Korna curnan cae-
JIaNCsl YMCTO KPacHbBIM, OH C CHJION TOJNKHYN CTaJIbHOM CTEp)KeHb.

B mosyTeMe 3a OTKpHIBUICHCS ABEpHIO MOPHIB CBETALIMXCS aTOMOB
JYHYJ HaJl CKaJTHCTHIM ropu3oHTOM. HanmpoTuB nBepu Obuin GaiuHw,
apKd U KOJIOHHBI, & BBICOKO B HeOe JIeTeNIM KaKWe-TO OTOHBKH, BO3-
MOJKHO, 3TO ObLI CaMOJIET.

Bce monuanu. Yepes cexynay bproc, noMOpLIMBLIXCE, 3aKpbLI ABEPb.
CaeT HaJ ABepbIo 3aKkonebancd U CMEeCTUICA K KpacHO-(pUONETOBOMY,
3aTeM CTaJl CHHUM.

— He atot Mup, — cka3zan bproc. — [TonpoGyem ewie pas.

— D70 He umeeT 3HaueHus, — npobopmoTana B TeMHore bupHa. — Jlio-
0o Mup OyZeT Uls Hac TaKUM XKe.

Tonoc ee 3By4an syyiuei My3bIKOH.

— INocnywaiite! — ckazan Crapuk. — Bbl cabilunte ryn camonetoB?
Bpewms, aetu mou. Bbl AOMKHbBI yIATH.

Crosina TumnHa. Bee, He OTpbIBasCh, CMOTpEIIM Ha NaHeNnb HaJ JBe-
pbto. LiBera konedanuck Tyaa-croa rno BCeEMy CIEKTpy. 3aTeM CHOBA 3a-
cBeTUICA cnaldblii pyMsHeL.

— [Ipupercs BriOpath ero, ecnu OyAeT BbINIAAETh HOPMAIbLHO, — CKa-
3an bproc. CHoBa kJiafs pyKy Ha pblyar.

Cger nokpacHen. Kpyras aBeps GeciryMHO pacnaxHyiach.

W3 Hee ymapun conHeuHblil cBeT, ObLIM BUJHbBI HU3KUE 3eNEHblE
XOJIMbl U HENOJAANEKY B IOJIMHE IPO3/ibsi TOPOACKUX KPbILLL.

He cka3zaB HM cjoBa, He ONIAHYBLUMCH, bproc IarHysn B ABEpb.
OcTanbHple, ONUH 3a APYIMM, OBHHYIUCH 3a HUM. IlocnenHum Obud
KepH. I'y6bl ero 6b11H Kpenko CTUCHYThI, U OH TOXKE He ONIAHysca. Mo-
XKEeT, eMy U yaanoch Obl yBUAETb 3@ OKHOM 3€MJII0 U CUHee OKTAOpbckoe
He60. Ho oH He ornaHyncs. OH CIOXHI KPbUIbS W NPUTHYJCS, BXOIS
yepes LT3 B HOBBII MUP.

Crapuk ToXe MOjYa CMOTpel UM BCliell, TIOHUMas, 4TO JIeJI0 ero
JKM3HU 3aBEpLUAeTCs Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMeHT. [Iponacte Mexay HuMU
Obl1a CIIMILKOM LIMPOKA, €€ He MepenpbirHyTh. OH ObL1 4enoBeKkoM, a
OHU — HeT. B nanbHeli nanu, 6onee oOLIKMPHON, YeM NPONACTh MEXIY
MHpaMHU, OH BUJEJ, KaK CeMbsi MyTaHTOB CTyIIWJIa Yepe3 MOopor U uc-
yesJia HaBeyHo.

OH 3akpbul 3a HUMHU JBepb. KpacHbli cBeT Hax aBepbio norac. Cra-
PUK TNOBEpHYJICS M NoOLIeN K BXOAHOH JBepH, B KOTOpYIO yxe Oapaba-
Huia nonuuus BeemupHoro Cosera.
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IUIABA 11. Ez2o co6cmeennan paca

HEBO HAJI HUMM 6bino cuHuM. IIaTh HE3OEIIHUX CYILUECTB,
4y>X/IbIX BCEM MHpaM, cOOpanuch Ha BepLUMHE U [T BHU3.

— Tyt kpacugo, — ckazana Kya. — 5 pana, 4To MbI BBIOpaNid 3TOT MHUP.
Tonpko MHTEpPECHO, Ha YTO MOXOAHUN OBl cleayrolui, ecnu Obl elle
9yTh-4yTh OJOXKIANH.

— Kyna 6561 MBI HY TOLIH, BCIOAY OyZeT TO ke camoe, — ClIaJOCTHBIM
rojockoM npodopmoraina bupHa.

— BarmsHuTe Tyna, — ckaszan bproc. — Uro 310?

U oHu yBUAEIM NEPBYIO OCOOCHHOCTb 3TOTO MUPA, YYXKAYI0 3eMiie.
Bo3MoxHo, Oonplieii 4acThIO MECTHOCTH HE OTiIMYanach OT 00O
XOJIMUCTOH U JIECUCTOH MECTHOCTH Ha 3emJe, Jjake Kbl JepEeBHU
BBIMVISIENM HEMHOIO 3HakoMbIMU. HO ropusoHT BApYr CTpaHHO 3ary-
MaHMJICS, U Nepel HUMH, JaleKo, IOJHAIOCh HEYTO HEBO3MOXHOI Bbl-
COTBI, UyTh HE JIOCTUTAIOLIEE 3€HUTA.

—T'opa? — ¢ comHenueM crnipocun Keps. — Ho cnuiikoM yxx Bbicokas,
BEpHO?

— CrexnsHHas ropa, — ckazana Kya. — Jla, cTeknsHHas WiM U3 mnia-
CTHKa, TOUHEE CKa3aTh HE MOTY.

OHa packpbuia CBOM €AMHCTBEHHbIH M1a3, U ApKUil 3payoK Cy3uics,
[IOKa OHa paccMaTpvBajla Ha HEMBICTHMMOM PACCTOSIHUM OJMHAKOBO HE-
MBICIIUMYIO IITYKY Ha ropu3onte. OHa BbICHIACh, NepENUBasiCh BCEMU
I[BETaMH, TOYHO I'pO30Bast Ty4a, HaBuCIas Haf 3emieid. [Ipu mbician, uto
3TO MOXET ObITh rOpa, HAYMHAaNa KPY>KUTHCS IOJIOBA OT €€ BEJINYNHBL.

— Ee BuaHo sAcHO, — ckaszana Kya. — Bero nenukom. Yto 3a Heil — cka-
3aTh He Mory. Heyxenu 3T0 mpocTo OrpoMHas ropa U3 MIacTMacchl?
CrpasHo...

KepH no4yBCTBOBaJI PhIBOK €TI0 KPbUTBEB M MOHMJ, YTO BETEPOK Obi-
cTpo ycunuBaercsi. OH nepBbIM 3aMETUJI ITO.

— A BeTep-TO CTaHOBUTCS CHIbHEe, — ckasan oH. — Y nmpuciyiuaii-
Tech... Capluute?

[Toka OHHU CTOSLITH, CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE TpOMYE MPOH3UTEIBHOE Ky PIIbl-
KaHbe B BO3/yXe, WAylliee W3 HanpaBlieHus OT NOJOOHOH Tyde ropsbl.
KypsbikaHbe pociio oueHb OBICTPO, U €[1Ba OHM YCHbILIAJIN €ro, Kak OHO
y>ke NpeBpaTUiioCh B ONYLIAIOIIMIA peB, a BETEP NEPEpOC B ypara.

Bce 3araunu apixaHue ¥ ¢ TPEBOTOM yCTaBHIICh APYT Ha Apyra.

— Bamsnute Tyna, 6pictpee! — kpukHyna Kya. — A ato ewe yro?

Bnaneke, HO Hecylascs K HUM C y>Kacalollel CKOpOCThIO, NOsBHIIACh
yynoBuLIHAA OariHs Bpawaouierocs ceera. J[piM? OHu He ObUIM B 3TOM
yYBEpEHBI.
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OHna kpyXuiach, Kak cMepd, OOIIMpHAs, BEJIMYECTBEHHO M3rubaro-
LasAcsl ¥ BHOBb BRIIPAMIIAIOLIAACS, U BO3/yX BpalllaJiCsl BOKPYT Hee, a
JIMKWI, TpOH3UTENbHBIN BOM OyKBalbHO OMITy1UA.

Bce 3To nponuio ganeko cieBa OT HUX, B BOE PacKoJIOTOro BO3AyXa,
MCYEe3J10, ¥ BHOBB HACTYIHIIA TOTpsAcatoias THIIMHA. Ho He ycneny onu
OTABILIATHCS, KaK OT OallHM IOoLIeN Jpyroi cMepd, orudas Ha 3TOT pas
UX cnopaBa. A 3a HUM OblI ellle OIMH, Ha YETBEPTh PACCTOSHUA OnnKe.

IlIyM u HeucTOBBIA BeTep Tak owenomunn KepHa, 4To OH naxe He
3Hajl, YTO NMPOMCXOAUT C IPYTMMHU CTOSIIMMM Ha BepluuHe. OH Obln
0COOEHHO YS3BMM M3-3a KpbulbeB. OuepeHOi yparaH MOAXBaTHUIl HX,
pacmy1uu, noBoJokK, U KepH ¢ Tpyaom yaeprkancs Ha Horax.

OuwienomieHHblil, OH cTapancs COXpaHHTb PaBHOBECHE, HAKIJIOHUB-
HIMCh B CTOPOHY HECYIEeiCs CTeHbI BO3/lyXa, TBEpPAOro, TOYHO KaMEH-
Has cTeHa. [Tapy MrHOBEHHUI OH €llle YYBCTBOBAJ [OJ HOTaMH 3E€MIJIIO.
3areMm, 3nsch Ha camoro cebsi, KepH omyTuis, kak pa3BepHYIHCh €ro
JBYXMETPOBbIC KpPbUIbsi, U TYT XK€ 3aHbUIM IPYJHBIE MBILILbI, TOTOMY
YTO MPULIIOCH GOPOTHCS C KECTOKUM BETPOM.

['OpH30HT HakpeHWICs, Korna oH noseren no ayre. CTekisiHHas ropa
Ha MTHOBEHUE IOBHCJA HaBepXy, a KepH misaen npsMo Ha MOKPBIThIE
JIECOM XOJIMBI, [Ze KpolleuHble GUTYpPKH CIYCKAUCh MO CKJIOHY, Lla-
TasCb NOJ yparaHHbIM BETPOM. 3aBUCHYB Haj BEpXyLUKAMHU JEPEBLEB,
KepH yBuzen, kak 4ynoBULIHbIE 3aBUXPEHUS CBETA CIETAOT C BEPLUMHbI
ropsl, CTaHOBSACH BCE TOJIIIE M OBICTpee, U LUararoT, TOUHO MMIaHThl, B
pasHble cTOpoHBl. Ha MrHOBeHHE OH BbIpBajCs M3 XBAaTKM yparaHa u
noneTes HaJl HOBOH 3eMIieid.

Ho Buxpb TyT e noiiman ero, LIBbIPHYJI B CaMYIO CBOIO CEPALIEBUHY,
OMIYLUMJ y>KacarolluM BOEM, U pa3BepHYJ TaK, YTO KPbUIbSIM CTajlo
6onbHO, a rosoBa nouuia KpyroM. Bpems 3amepio. OLienoMIeHHOro,
€ro HOCHJIO TyAa-CroJla HENMpeoqOoMUMbIM BeTpoM. KepH 3akpbul miasa
OT Hecyllelcsl MbUIM, pyKaMHU 3aTKHYJ YLIM, YTOObl OKOHYATeNIbHO He
OIIOXHYTb U M03BOJIMJ YparaHy Jienarb ¢ HUM BCE, YTO YTOAHO.

3areM KepH nouyBCTBOBaJl MIPUKOCHOBEHHE HA PyKE M HEMHOI'O Bbi-
uien U3 NoayoOMOPOYHOrO COCTOSTHUA.

Honsicno 6bims, TOIYMall OH, 51.71€Cy Ha 3emiie, U cAeNall MHCTUHKTHB-
HYIO NOTIBITKY MOAHATHCS. Ho 3TO IBMXKEHUE 3aCTaBUIIO €ro Bpalarbes,
KepH oTkpbin rmaza nowMpe U yBUAes, YTO 3eMJiisl KPYXKUTCS Aaneko
BHU3Y.

OH neren ¢ moTpscaoieil CKOPOCTHIO B XOJIOAHOH BBILIIMHE, BOKPYT
3aBbIBaN BeTep, U KepH Heccs Ha HeM, Kak Ha cajlazKax, a psaaoM C HUM
JIeTana Kakas-To He3HaKkoMmas JIeBYILKa.
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JJIMHHBIE CBETJIBIE Bonocsl, pa3BeBaroiyecs no3aau Hee, ro-
JyOble I1a3a U Mopo30BeBLIee OT BETpa JHLO. JleByllka YTO-TO KpUyaa
€My, HO CJIOBa €€ TYT )K€ YHOCUJIO BETPOM, ¥ OH HUYEro HE CJBILIAJ,
KpOMeE HENpEePBIBHOTO, ONTYLIUTENBHOrO Bost BOKpYT. KepH yBuze, uto
JeBYyIIKa IEPAKHUT ero OfHOU pykoii, a cBOGOJHOM MOKa3bIBAET Ky4a-To
BHM3. OH He ClblLIaN €€ CJ10Ba ¥ 3HaJI, YTO BCE PABHO HE MOT Obl IOHATH
UX, HO 3Ha4Y€HHUE XKECTA TPYAHO ObUIO NepenyTars.

KuBHYB, OH BBICOKO NOJHAJ JIEBOE KPbUIO M BBITHYJ TEJIO, HAIIPaB-
Js15Ch N0 HUCXOJALLEH cnypany BHU3. JleBylLIka eTena psjfioM C HUM,
BMECTE OHM CKOJIB3WIIM MO MUYABLIMMCS BO3YLUHBIM MOTOKaM, U3SILHO
JaBUpYs NPOTUB BETPa, BbIOUPAst My Tb UHCTUHKTUBHBIMU MY CKYJIbHbBIMU
peaxuuaMy, a 3eMlis BHU3Y Kosebasach U BOJIHOBalach, Kak Mope.

Cxonb3s BHM3, KEpH MCNIBITHIBAJI Takoe JIMKOBAHMS, KAKOTO HE 41yB-
CTBOBaJl HUKOI/A B )KM3HU. OH MOYTH HUYEro He 3Hal 00 3TOM MUpe Uiu
0 JeTALel psAaOM JIeByLIKE, HO OHO ObLIIO ACHO — OH OoJblle He Oau-
HOK. OH He sBnseTcs Oonplue eINHCTBEHHBIM KPBUIAThIM CYILECTBOM
Ha 4y>x10# nnaHere. M 370 ANMHHOE HUCXOASALIEE CKOJNBXKEHHE, TOYHO
pUTM O€3yKOpPU3HEHHBIX TAHLIOPOB, OTBEYAIOLIMX Ha Maneiiluue JByKe-
HUS NIApTHEpa, HAMOJIHWIK €ro HeObIBAJIbIM BOCTOPIOM.

Bnepsbie KepH noHsa, 4To camblii 6071b1101 cekpeT neTatoleil pacsl
KpOeTCsl B TOM, 4TO OAMHOKHH JIETYH MO3HAET JIMIIb MOJIOBHHY pajo-
¢ty nonera. Ho xorzaa psaom Ha BO3AyIIHOM Tpacce MOsBISAETCS BTOPO
KpblnaTblii, KOFJa Bally KpbUlbsA ObIOTCA B €IUHOM PUTME, TOJILKO TOrAA
Bbl UCIIBITHIBAETE MOJIHBINA 3KCTa3 MONETA.

V KepHa 3axBariiio AbIXaHHe OT paJoCTU U BOJHEHMS, KOTAA 3eMJis
oka3zajach COBceM ONU3KO, U HYxXHO Obuio uATH Ha mocaiky. [lotom
KpbUIbs €ro 3a7ipoXaiii, OH 3aMep B BO3IyXe M OIMyCKasACh, I04YBCTBO-
BaJI 10J] HOraMu TBepAYyo 3emio. [Ipuiiock HeMHOro npodexarscs,
4yToObl OKOHYATENbHO OCTAaHOBUThCA, M JieByllka Oexxasia BO3JE HEro,
cMesch Ha Oery.

Korna »xe oHH, HakOHeLl, 0CTAaHOBUJIUCH U MIOBEPHYJIUCH APYT K APYTY,
JUIMHHbIE MeMNeNbHble BOJOCH! JIETeN!, Kak 00/1ako, AOTHANM AEBYLUKY
M OHa, cMesCh, 00EUMH pyKaMU OTKMHYJA Ha3ajJ MX CITyTaHHYIO Maccy,
CKJIafbiBas 3a IJieYaMU CBETIbIE, O] LIBET BOJIOC, KPBIIbS.

Tenepy KepH yBuzen, 4ro Ha Heil ObU10 OOTArMBalOILEE IUIAThE U3
TOHKOH, THOKOM KOXXM M BBICOKME CaNOXKH M3 TOrO XK€ MarepHaia.
VkpauieHHass AparoLieHHBIMM KaMHSAMH DPYKOsiITKa KHMH)XKajla Topyaa
13-3a N0sca M I0X0JuJ1a 10 caMbix pedep.

Boxpyr Bce ewme Ayn XOJNOAHBIN, TPOH3UTENBHBIN BETEP, HO OH IO-
CTeNeHHO cyiabes U BO3AyX CTaHOBWJICA 3aMeTHO Temuee. OHU CTOSIIH
Ha IIOKPBITOM JIECOM XONMe, MO/ 1€PEBbAMM, LUENECT KPOH KOTOPBIX 10-
GaBnsin myMa K Boro BeTpa, Y KepH Buzen Bnepeau WUpoKyo paBHUHY,
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10 KOTOpo# Opesno K FOpU30HTY MHOXKECTBO cMepueil. YparaH, J0JKHO
ObITh, KOHYAETCsI, TOAYMaJl OH.

JeByiika 3aroBopuia. Y Hee ObUIO MPHUATHOE KOHTPAJIBTO, a SA3bIK
0Ka3aJICsi HEMHOI'O FOPTaHHbIM U, pa3yMeeTcs, COBEpPLIEHHO HEU3BECT-
HbIM. KepH yBuzen, kak Ha ee nuile NOSBUIOCH yAUBIEHUE U COMHEHHE,
KOTJia 10 Hee OO0, YTO OH HE MOHUMAET ee CJI0Ba.

—Ilpocry, — ckazan KepH. — Tol oueHb cuMnaTu4Has. MHe xaib, 4To
MBI HE MOXEM [IOrOBOPUTH JIPYT C APYTOM.

OHa oTBeTHIA Ha ero yjblOKy, HO 3aMeLlaTe/IbCTBO Ha ee JHLe
YCHIIMIIOCH.

OHa ne modicem nogepumy, Ymo s He 3HArK ee A3bika, nogyMan KepH.
3navum nu s5mo, ymo 6 30eutHem mupe Cyujecmeyem moibko OOUH A3bIK?
Ho ne npunumaio nu s scenaemoe 3a oeticmeumensroe? A ouens xouy,
umobvl max u oxazanocv! Ilomomy ymo 3mo 03Hayano Ovl, 4mMo 30ech
6ce 100U Kpvliamble, CB0OOOHO NepedsuUearomcesl, maxk 4mo omoenvibie
A3bIKY NPOCIMO He UMENU B03MOACHOCTIU PA3EUMBCAL.

Cepaue ero KOJIOTWIOCh OT HETEpNeHHus [ockopee BO BCEM pa3o-
Oparbcs, Tak 4TO 3TO I0OKAa3aJoCh €My Aaxe CMEXOTBOPHBIM. Jlo cux
IIOp OH JAaX<e MeYTaTh He CME, YTO KOorna-Hubyap HalaeT pacy, kotopas
Moma Obl NpUHATH ero. bproc XanjisM HacTpous CBOIO MalllMHY Ha CO-
BOKYIHbIA 0Opa3el Bceil rpyInbl MyTaHTOB, IPEKPACHO MOHKMMAs, UTO
TOJIBKO OZMH U3 HUX CMOXET HalTH npuemsieMslid mns ce6s mup. Ho
3Has cnocobHoCcTU Bproca, Heyero Ob110 yAUBIATBCS Pe3yNbTaTy.

3nech Obi1 ero Mup. Mup kpbunarbix! KepH okasancs caMbiM yaau-
JIUBBIM, NPUYEM MEpPBbIM U3 TpYIMIbl, KOTOpbId Hawen cebe MecTo.
Ero ropno CTUCHYNIO JIMKOBaHUE NMPH MBICIH, YTO 3[eCh OH He OynmeT
Jy>KAKOM.

—Ho, MoxeT, 51 qenaro clnMuIKoM NOCIenIHble BHIBOAbI HA OJTHOM MpPH-
Mepe? — npenocteper oH cebs BcayX. — JleByluka, 1€CTBUTENLHO JIU B
9TOM MHpe Bce Kpbiarsle? Kak s xouy Bbly4uTh TBO# a3bIk! OTBETH Xe
MHe, JIeByllIKa, 3[€Ch BCE TaKUe MIIM ThI TOXE UyXkas B 3TOM MUpe, KaKk
u s cam?

Ona paccmesnach, No4yBCTBOBAB CEPbE3HbIII TOH €ro rooca, XoTs
CJlaBa HUYEro He 3HauuiIy 1Jis Hee. 3aTeM IIsHyJia Yepes3 ero mieydo, v
YTO-TO HEYJIOBUMOE IIPOMENIbKHYJIO Mo ee auiy. OHa 4To-TO cKazana Ha
CBOEM I'OPTaHHOM sI3bIKE M KMBHYJIa Ha AepeBbs no3anu KepHa.

Kepn oGepHyncs. K ellie He yMONKHYBLIUM JepeBbAM, KPOHbI KOTO-
PBIX TpenaJ BeTep, ¢ paclylIeHHbIMU KPbUIbSIMH HalpasJisijiach TPETHit
YeJIOBEK.

118



CHAYAJIA KEPH owmyTun rny6ouyaiiiiee ynornerBopenue. Eine
OJIUH KpbUIaThIi denoBek. [IpakTuyecku, ABIsICA OTBETOM Ha €ro Io-
cneinue coMHeHus. [ e ecTb 1Boe, TaM JOKHO ObITh U MHOT'O IPYTHX.

[Monomenmmii okazasncs My>xxunHoii. Kak u Ha IeBy1ke, Ha HeM Obu1a
OJIe’K1a U3 TOHKOM KOKM M KHHXKAJI Ha nosice. Bonocs! y Hero ObU1H phl-
JKHe, KaK U LIEeJKOBUCTbIE KPbllbsi, HO JIULO CHJIbHO 3aropeno, u KepH
YJIOBHJI OpOLICHHBI Ha HEro KOCOH B3MIsJ, KOTZa YeJOBEeK MOXXOAMI.
A uepe3 cexynny KepH yBuzen, uto oH okasaincs ropbyHoMm. Mexnay
SIPKO-PbDKMMU KPbUIbAMH BHJHENACh €ro U30THyTas CIIUHA, TaK YTO
rojoBy €My NPHXOIMIOCH JepXaTh MOBEPHYTON BBEPX U CKIIOHEHHO#
Habok. JIuno y Hero ObL10 MoNoA0E, C KPaCUBBIMH, MPIMBIMH YEPTaMHU.

—Tepa... — mo3Basa ero AeByIlKa U 3aMs1ach.

[Topowenmnii ycTpeMun Ha Hee CBOHM Npo3pauHble iasa, u KepH pe-
UIXJ, YTO 3TO €ro UMs.

IMpucraneHo rmsaas Ha KepHa, rop6yH, 60psich ¢ BETpOM, CHELLII O]
3amuTy AepeBbeB. OH ObLT IBHO OCTOPOXEH U HEJOBEPUMB, U pasIvis-
nbiBa KepHa CTpaHHBIM TaKUM B3DJISJIOM.

[lotoM OHM 3aroBopuiM, AeByLIKAa B3BOJHOBAHHO OTBEYala KOH-
TPaJIbTO, ¥ FTOPTaHHbIE CJIOBA HECIHCh OHO 3a ApyruM. OteeTsl ['epaa
ObLIM KOPOTKH, @ rOJIOC Y HEro okasalicsi HeoxuaaHHo rrybokum. Ilo-
TOM OH JIOCTaJl KMHXall M yKasall UM cHadana Ha KepHa, 3ateM Ha J10-
JIMHY BHH3Y.

KepH cnerka ouwerunmincsa. OH He BUJIeNl HUKAKOH HYXIbl B yIpo3ax.
Ecnu 311 n1oaM cTOSANIM Ha TaKOM HU3KOM YPOBHE Pa3BUTHS, UTO HOXH
ObUTH A HUX MPUBBIYHBIM OpYXXHeM, TO oH, KepH, 3Ha4uTeNBHO mpe-
Bocxoaun ux. K ToMy e 3To okaszanach He NpUATHAs FpaHb MUpa, B KO-
topoM KepH yxe mouyBcTBOBa ceds, Kak JoMa, 1 eMy He NOHPaBUJIOCH,
YTO B €I'0 CTOPOHY ThI4yT OOHaKEHHBIM JIE3BHEM.

3ameTuB €ro yrproMelii Bujl, IeByLIKa paccMesnach U LarHyna Bre-
pen, yToObl B34Th €ro 3a pyky. Jlpyroi pyko#i oHa Maxsyna ['epay, ToTt
MpayHoO YNBIOHYNCS M OTCTynui. JleBylllka HEMHOTO pacnpaBuiia Kpbl-
Nbs M cienana pykoH xecT, sBHO o6o3Hayaromuii nonet. [Totom ykasana
Ha JOJMHY. 3aTeM HIarHyJsia BBepX 110 CKJIOHY, pa3BepHya KpbUTbs, Ipo-
BEpUJIa 3aTUXAIOLIMI BETep ¥ yBEPEHHO PUHYNIAaCh BBEPX.

Bocxoasuumii nOTOK TYT ke MOAXBATUI €€ U NIOHEC, CBET/IbIE BOJIOCHI
pa3BeBaNUCh N033/IM, kak 3Hams. B Bo3ayxe oHa pa3BepHynach U noma-
HuJa ero. KepH paccMmessicss OT YUCTOro YJOBONBCTBHUS, MOLIEN K Heil,
pacrnpasJisis CBOM TEMHbIE KPbUIbsi, @ [I0TOM BHE3aIHbIM [TPbDKKOM OKa-
3ancs B Bo3gyxe. Kak Obuio mpekpacHo neTeTs, HU4ero He 6osch, He
CTBIAACH U He cKpbiBasch! [103a11 OH yCbIIIAl IENECT KPbUIbEB, KOraa
ropOyH B3neren cienoM. Ho pafgocTs nonera B KOMIIaHUK U3THajIa BCe
MOCTOPOHHHE MBICITH.
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OHM pa3BEpHYINCH IO BETPY U NOJNETENH HaJ U3BUIIUCTOM TOMHOM.
Habnronas 3a koMaHbOHAMU, KOTOPbIE BBOAWIU €0 B 3TOT 3aMeyaTesib-
HBIE Mup, KepH, ¢ Tex nop, KaKk OHH B3JIETEJIH, He BUJEN HU €JUHOrO
JBIDKEHUst cpein nepeBbeB. [10TOM OH yBUAE CKONMILE KPBILI AaJIEKO
BIIepe/d, B BEpXHEil YaCTU JOJIMHBI, cOOpaBlINecs BOKPYT py4bs, CHY-
IOLIEro MeX/y 34aHUAMHU, 1 B3BOJIHOBAHHO AyMall 0 npubamnxKaroimemcs
ropojKe.

Moii napoo, nyman KepH. Moii cobemeennbiii napoo. Kaxum dice oxa-
Jrcemces smom 2opoo, kakou bydem ux kKynemypa? Beicmpo nu s cmoey
uzyuumo ux A3vik? Mre max MHO20 HYICHO Y3HAMG. ..

Ho tyT MbIcnu ero npeppanuch. YTo-10 — y 4yero He ObLIO Jaxe Ha-
3BaHUS — CTPAHHEBIM [TOTOKOM IPOKATHIIOCE B €r0 TeJle.

Ha mMrHoBeHue Mup BOKpYTr Hero norac. 1o ObUIO Tak, CIOBHO BHY-
TPH HEro OTKpPbUIACh HOBAas Mapa JIErkKUX, U OH BAOXHYJ MOJHOU rpy-
JIbIO TaKOH BO3YyX, KAKOTO HY OJMH YeNlOBEK ellle He BKYyIUas Mpexze.
OT0 OBUIO TaK, CJIOBHO Y HEro NMosiBUIMCh HOBbIE [Ma3a, U OH YBUAE
BCE€ BOKPYI' COBEPLICHHO MO-MHOMY. OTO HE MOXOJMJIO HU Ha 4YTO, 4TO
KOrAa-nubo UCObITHIBAN YesloBeK. UTo-To HOBOE, HOBOE, HEBbIPA3UMO
HOBOE!

U Bce BApYT 3aKOHUYMIIOCH.

KepH 4yTb mokayHyscs B MOJIETE, IOTOMY UYTO KpbUlbs Ha CEKyHIY
nepecTany OuTh Bo3AyX. Bee nmpuuio 1 yuuio oueHs 6bICTPO, HO BCE XKe
OHO He OblJI0 COBEPLIEHHO He3HAKOMbIM. OHaXAbl YTO-TO TAKOE YyXKe
npoucxoausio. YTo-To MHOE, HO MopaXkarollee TOYHO TaKoH K& HOBM3-
HOW. DTO CNy4YMsoCh TOrAQ, KOra Yy Hero MpOKIIIOHYJIUCH 3a IjeyamMu
KpbUlbs. Torzna oH ToXe o4yyBCTBOBAJ B cebe U3MEHEHHs, KOTOpbIE OTO-
pBaJIH €ro OT OCTaNIbHOTO YenoBeuecTna.

A umo, onamo uzmenA0CH? — OTYATHHO CIIPOCUI OH ce0s. — Heyorcenu
Mymayus euge He 3aeeputena? A ne xouy menamocs! 30ecy s ywyecmeyro
cebs 0oMa U... He RO3BONI0 HUYEMY UCNOPMUMb 5MO!

CrpaHHOe 4yBCTBO Mcuesno. Celi4ac OH He MOr Jaxke BCIIOMHUTD,
Ha 4yTo0 3T0 ObL10 noxoxe. Ho oH He n3meHutca! OH craHeT 60poThCs C
U3MEHEHUAMHU 10 nocieaHero B3noxa! UeM 6b1 HU ObLIa 3Ta TAMHCTBEH-
Hasi HOBasi MyTaL¥s, KPOIOLIascs B €ro Tese, OH 3aAyIUUT ee, Mpexae
YeM OHA BCTAHET MEXAY HUM U 3AEUIHUM KpbLIaTbiM Hapoaom!

Jlaono, smo bwvino u npouino. 3abeimo u b6viivem nopocno. bydem
cuUmamy, Ymo HU4e20 U He ObLIO.

IJIABA 111. Onacnocme czyuwaemces

3A POMBOBHU/IHBIMM ctexnamMy ropoACKMX OKOH MHraj CBET.
OHM NOKPY>XHJIM HaJl 3AaHUSIMHU ¥ CeJIY Ha BBICOKYIO, TNIOCKYHO KPBILILY
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LEHTPAIBHOIO CTPOEHHUSA, Ha 3TOM OTKPBITOM KBajpare, yKpalieHHOM
MO3aUKOH ¢ IPKMMH, HO rpyObIMH N300 pa)keHUSIMHU JIETAIOLIMX MY>KUHUH
Y JKeHLIMH.

Orcrona KepH yBuzaen MomieHble OynbDKHIUKOM YJIUIIBI, W3BUBAOLIH-
€csl 10/l HaBHCAIOIMMU KaMEHHbIMU KapHU3aMH, HeOoJblIMe KaMeH-
Hbl€ MOCTbI, BbIrnbaloluecs Hajl py4ybeM, TeKYLUM MpsAMO 4epe3 fe-
peBHIO. BOkpyr 10MOB Ha y3KHMX, YXOXKEHHBIX KIyMOax pociu sipkue
LBETbl. YIULbI KPYTO H3BUBAIUCH 1O XOJIMaM, Ha KOTOPBIX CTOSLJI TOPOJ.

Bce kpbily ObL1M ¢ KPYTHIMU CKaTaMH, YTO YKa3bIBaJl0 Ha OOUIIb-
HBIE€ CHETOMaJbl 3UMOM, HO Ha KaXKJ10i, B CAMOM BBICOKOM 4acTH, Obliia
obopyznoBaHa nocajoyHas IUIOLIAKa, OT KOTOpO Bena B AOM HU3Kas
nBepb. Y nocneauue comHenus Kepna ucuesnu. 310 AeldCTBUTENBHO
ObUI0 MoceneHue NeTarux Joneii. HakoHew, oH monai B CBOH MUP.

Ero pagocth Anunace euie MUHYT NATh.

3areM OHU OMYCTHJIHMCh HA MO3aUUHYIO Kpbllly TOro, 4TO Obl1O, BE-
pOsTHO, 31aHKem ropozackoro Coseta, u KopH, yxe cknajbiBas KpbUlbs
JUlsl IPU3EMIIEHUS, YBHEN HEUTO, 3aCTaBUBLIEE €r0 'PYAHbIE MbILILIbI,
yhnpaBislouMe KpbllbiMU, CHOBa 3apaborarh. OH B3neTren U caenai
ele OAVH KpYT Haj KpbilIeH.

JleByllka yxe cTosjia OIHOIM HOroi Ha 3emie, KOorna yBuzaena, 4to
VMMEHHO nopazuio ero. OHa paccmeslach U MOMOTaJla rooBoH, obsiako
BOJIOC MOJAHAJIOCH U 3aKOJIBIXaJOCh HaJl HEell.

KepH cnenan tpetuii kpyr, 60psch ¢ BOCXOASLUMMU OTOKaMH Cpean
JIOMOB, a caM IJIALeNT BHU3 Ha [IByX MEPTBELOB, JIEXKAlUX Ha KpbILIE.
Oba Ob Mosyoasl U 00a Kpbunarhl. JleBylllka H3SIIHO OMYCTHJIACh
MeX1y HUMH, CIIOBHO UX BOOOIIE He ObLI0, CIIOKUIIA KPbUIbs, NepecTy-
Nuia JIy>Ky KpOBH, €Lle He 3acOXIIYyI0, KOTopas TeKja U3 paHbl Ha Luee
ONMDKHEro 4enoBeka, ravkas ero Kpbuibs elle 6osiee SpKUMH MATHAMHU.

B Bo3ayxe Haxa coboii KepH ycnbliiian 6uenue kpouibeB. OH MOQHsI
rofioBy M yBHJEN, YTO ropOyH jnetaer Haa HUM. CollHeuHbl# cBeT One-
cTen Ha Jie3BUU ero Hoxa. Pyko#t I'epa mokassiBast BHU3. YTO-TO OBLIO
TaKkoe B €ro MyCKYJMCTOM Telne, YTO 3acTaBuiio KepHa NOAYMHUTHCA.
Emy BrepBbie NpULIIO B rOJIOBY, UTO Apaka B Bo3ayXe TpedyeT ornpene-
JICHHbIX HAaBBIKOB, KOTOPBIMHU OH €llie IBHO He obaaall.

M3 ocTopoxxnocTy KepH caenan ele Kpyr v npu3emMianics Ha caMoM
Kpao KpbILIM, JepkKa KpbUIbs MONYPACKPHITBIMH, MOKa He ybemuics,
YTO TBEPAO AEPXKUTCs Ha Horax. [JleByuika xaana ero. OHa ysbiOHY-
J1ach, CKOJIb3HYB B3IVIAJ0M roiyObix a3 no Tpynam. 3atem XJIOMHYJa
110 pYKOATKE CBOEro KMHXXajla, CHOBA B3IVIIHYJIa HA MEPTBELIOB, 3aTeM
Ha KepHa 1 noBepHynach Kk ABepH, BeAyluei ¢ KpbIIIY.

HemHoro owenomnennslii, Kepn nocnenosan 3a Heid. JleByuika yto,
XOTeNla cKasaTh, YTo cama youna ux? Kakas jxe skcTpaopauHapHas
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KyJBTYpa €T ero 3/echk? [lepBble COMHEHUs 3alIE€BETUIINCH B €ro ro-
JoBe, koxa KepH npurayscs u cxain Kpbulbs, OPOXOJs uepes IBepb, 3a
KOTOPOI1 Halilynan HOroil y3Kyto BUHTOBYIO I€CTHULLY U NOLIEN N0 Heil
Ha KOJBILIYIIMMKCS BONOCaMU cBoell npoBoxaroii. [lozanu oH ycibi-
maJj rpoMkue waru ['epaa.

Iloka OHM LM MO JIECTHHLE, BHU3Y MOCIBILIANUCH YbU-TO rOJlOCa.
CrnycruBiiuce, KepH nocnenoBain 3a 1eByIIKol B GOJIBIIYIO KOMHATY €
KaMEHHBIM [TOJJOM M HU3KUM MOTOJIKOM, BCIO B IbIMY OT OTHsl, FTOPEBILET0
B OFPOMHOM KaMHHe 13 M00eNeHHOro KUpnuya B KOHLE NOMELUEHUS.

KoMmHara Obinia MoJiHA XHUBBIX M MepTBbIX. KepH M3yMIiieHHO ycTa-
BUJICS Ha KpbUIAThIE TeJNa, KOTOpBIE SBHO ObIIU MepeTalleHbl U3 UeHTpa
KOMHAarhl K CTEHE, [Ae U cBajleHbl Kyved. TyT 1 Tam Ha niurax nosna
BUJIHEJIUCH JIY>XXM KpOBH. JItonu y KaMHHa, Ka3anochk, O 4YeM-TO MPOMKO
cropunu. Bee pesko 3amonvany, Koraa Boluia JeBYILIKa. 3aTeM pas-
Jlajncs B3pbiB TOPTAHHOM peuu, KOraa Bce NPUCYTCTBYIOLME SBHO CIle-
LIUJIM TPUBETCTBOBATS €€.

Kepn pazobpan ofHO MOBTOpsOLIEECS CIOBO, KOTOpOe, Bpone Obl,
Ob110 ee UMEHEM.

— Onus! Dnus!

Hx ronoca 3xoM OTpakalnucChb OT HM3KOIO MOTOJIKA, KPbUIbs LIelie-
CTENM U TpeMnbiXaauch, KOraa OHU OKpYyxunu ee. Ecnu Obl He Tpy bl no-
4TO YTO Yy uX Hor, KepH Ob11 661 6€30roBOPOYHO CYACTIINB, 3Has Tenepb
6e3 ManelIMX COMHEHMH, UTO 3TO MUDP KPbUIaTbIX JHOACH.

[lorom OoHU 3aroBOpMIIM, OYEBUIHO, O HEM. Dnus, 3anieras pactpe-
naBuIMecs BOJIOCHI, OBICTPO oTBewana, B3NN ee Metaics ¢ KepHa
Ha CBOMX COTOBapuileil U oOparHo. KepHy He MOHpPaBWINCHL B3MVISAAbI
MyxuuH. He 6yab y HUX KpbiibeB, OHUM Obl TOXOAUIM Ha HEAUCUUILIU-
HUPOBaHHYIO, )XECTOKYI0 OaHpay. Jluna ux Oblu B mipamax. Y Bcex 3a
nosicaMy TOPYaIM KUHXKajbl, U OblIO SCHO, YTO MOCJEHUE HECKONbKO
4acOB OHU BEJH TSDKENYIO0 OMTBY.

Cpenu TpynoB Ha nojy ObUIM My>X4HHBI 6e3 kpbinbeB. U ObuH, Kak
OH Tenepb YBUAEI, HECKOJIBKO XEHIUUMH, HEKOTOpbIE KpbLIaTble, HEKO-
Topele H6eckpbuibie. Uto 310? JIBe packi? Ho KepH TyT ke momymau,
41O 3TO BpsAd JU. U y 6ecKpbUIbIX, U Y KpbUIaThIX ObUIO KaKOe-TO TOH-
KO€ CXOICTBO, YKa3blBalOLLEE, YTO BCE OHU MpPUHAANEKAIU K OJHOMY
Hapony.

ITotoM oH 3ameTus1, 4TO Bce OeCKpbUIbie OBUIM MM MOXUJIbIE WU
OUYE€Hb IOHBIE, U TYT XK€ BCIOMHMII, YTO €ro cOOCTBEHHbIE KpPblibs Ha-
4ajau pacTH, TOJBKO KOJIa €My HCIOJHUIOCh BOCEMHaALATh. Brixoaur,
3[CLIHUE JIOAM Pa3BUBAKOTCS TaK XK€, a 3HA4YUT, C TOAAMH U OH yTpa-
TUT CBOU BEJIMKOJNENHbIE KpPbLibi, KOTOPbIMU TOJLKO ceiyac Hava
Hacnaxaarbes?
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OT 3Toli MBICIM YMEHBIIMIOCH JHMKOBaHWE, KOTOpOE Bce elle Ie-
penonHsno KepHa noj BHEUIHUM 3aMellaTeNnbCTBOM. 3aT€M OH KpPUBO
yCMeXHycs, Jymas npo cedsa: Ho, modcem, smozo u ne npouzoiioem?
Mooicem, s npocmo He npodscugy cmonvko?

[Togyman oH Tak NOTOMY, YTO B3DIAABI MpayHbIX JItOZEi BOKpPYT BO-
Bce He obonpsanu. U ecnu npeanonoxenue KepHa 06 yHMBEpcaTbHOCTH
A3blKa B 3TOM MHp€ BEPHO, TO HE ObUIO CTPAHHO, YTO €ro0 He3HaHMeE Ja-
BaJIO UM MULLY JUIs NIONO3pEHUI. A B NOCENEHUH, T/i€ XKHU3Hb LIEHUIach
Tak JelIeBo, OH MOT OXKHJIaTh M Oonee CUIIbHOM peakliny Ha MOA03PEHHs.

U oH He ObIn Tak yxk He paB. My>kuHHbI 3arOBOPIIIN JAPYT C IPYTOM,
SIBHO CNOps, a JIeByllIKa Dnusi, HeOpEeXXHO 3ameTarowas Bojaochl, TO U
JIeNI0 BCTaB/sia B MX cnop cinoBo-Apyroe. M noka KepH crosn, nymas,
4TO OBl NPEANpPUHATb, OYeHb ObICTPO HACTyNHUNa KylbMHUHaLUA. Dnus
SCHO M OTYETIIMBO YTO-TO cKasana, U KepH yciblman y cebs 3a CuHOiA
OJTHOCJIOKHOE CJIOBO B OTBET, LIEJIECT KPbIILER, a 3aT€M NOYyBCTBOBA,
KakK B LICI0 EMY YNEPJIOCh YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE.

OH cnokoiiHo cTosin Ha MecTe. Torzaa 13-3a ero CruHbI BbilLe] ropOyH
I'epn, nepxa TBepnoi pykoii Hox y ropna Kepna. CeeTnble rmasa Ha
TEMHOM MOJIOZIOM JIHile OB MONHBI XONOAHON YTpO3bl.

KTo-TO 3aronan no3aau no kaMeHHbIM IMTaM, 1 KepH nodyBcTBO-
BaJl, Kak €My COEIMHAIOT 3amsiCThs U 00EPTHIBAIOT KOMIOUEH BEPEBKOIA.
OH He conpotusnsics. OH Obl CAULIKOM YIMBIEH, CIMILKOM HENpUBbI-
4eH K HaCHJIMIO B MIOBCEIHEBHOMN XH3HH, UTOObI Tak Cpa3y MOHATb, YTO
HYXHO Jenatb. 1 ero Bce ellle He MOKHAaNa MbICIb, YTO 3TO €ro Hapo[.

[ToToM 4TO-TO TAXXENOE YNaJlo Ha CMHHY W CKOBAJO €My KpPBUIbS.
KepH obepHyncs. 1o Obia ceTb, KOTOPYIO MYXKYMHA C U3PE3aHHBIM
{IpaMaMu TMLOM U KOCBIMH [71a3aMu ObICTPO NPUBA3bIBAI K OCHOBAHHIO
€ro KpblIbeB.

[opbyH mpoBopuan eie OJHO OJHOCIMKHOE CJIOBO M, HE OTBOIA
HOXxa oT ropsia KepHa, nepHy”n ero K JECTHHLE B JPYrOM KOHLE KOM-
Hatbl. Kpblaarble My>K4HMHbI OTCTY UM, JaBas UM IPOXOA, U MOJ14a [1a-
3€1M Ha HUX C paBHOAYLUHbIMM JIMLAMHU. DUs, 3aKOHYUB BTOPYIO KOCY,
nepebpocunia ee uyepes ruiedo U He mianena Ha KepHa, korga ero Besnu
MHMO Hee.

BuHToBas necTHuLa ObUTa CTUCHYTA Y3KMMU KaMEHHBIMU CTEHAMH.
CrnycTUBUIMCh Ha TP 3TaXka, ropOyH pacmaxHyll TsXKeNyl, HU3KYIO
aBepb 1 npocnenosan 3a Kepnom B komuary. K ynusnenuto Kepna, ato
0Ka3aJIOCh BIIOJIHE NMPUATHOE NMOMELIECHHE, KPYyIoe, C YKpalleHHbIMH
MO3alKOW CTEHaMW M MO3aW4HBIM e NoJIoM. EJMHCTBEHHOE OKHO
ObUTO 3apeleyeHo, U3 Hero ObUTH BUHBI KPBILIM U Jallekue XoiMbl. B
KOMHAaTbl HAXOAUIMChL HU3Kas KpOBaThb, CTOJ, [1Ba CTyJla U HU4ero donee.
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T'opOyH TonkHyn KepHa k ogHOMY M3 cTynbeB. KepH 3ameTnin, 9To y
3[EIIHUX CTY/JbEB HU3KUE CIIMHKY, HE MEUIAIOLIUe KPbUIbAM CHIALIMX.
OH cen ¥ ¢ HaJeXX 0! B3ITISTHYJ Ha uenoBeka B kpacHoM. M Tyt npouso-
uio 1o, yTo KepH Hukak He 0XKuaan yciblarh.

I'epa npoTsaHyNn cBOM KMHXKaJ Ha JaJOHHM, yKa3aJl Ha Hero cBobof-
HO# pyko# 1 npoBopyai: «Kaii». 3aTeM wnenHyn no HOKHaM Ha nosce,
ckazan «KalieH» 1 CyHyn B HMX KWHXXaJl, HE CBOAS MPO3PavyHbIX INia3 ¢
Kepna.

Heoxunanno ana ce6s, Kepn paccmesics. Otyactu ot obneryenus,
NIOTOMY YTO, KaK TOJIbKO OHU OKa3ajuch B KOMHaTe, ropbareiii ['epa ne-
pecTai ThIKaTh OCTpPUE KUHXaJla eMy B TopJlo. A OTY4acTU MOTOMY, 4TO
TOJIbKO YTO [POUCLLE/ILIEE HUKAK Hellb3s Obli0 MOHATb MHAYE, KaK yPOK
A3bIKa. ..

Housto KepH HeHazonro mpocHysics. B OkHe BUAHENUCH 4vyxkue
3Be3abl. KepHy nokasanock, YTO KTO-TO 3arfiiHYl €My B OKHO, HO TYT
e OH COHHO MOHsUT, YTO HUKTO Obl He cymell yJieTeTh OecliyMHO. A
OH HUYero He cibliaj. Torna oH CHOBa YCHYJ M BO CHE YBHEIN B OKHE
Onuio, KOTOpas onepnach najablLaMyu O NOJOKOHHUK M yJblbanach eMy B
3BE3JJHOM CBETE, a €€ JIMLO OBLJIO OKpalleHO B KPOBABBIif L[BET.

Llenbix ABe Henenu OH He BUIeN HUKoro, kpome ['epma. Cetible,
MOYTHM MPO3pauHble [Ma3a Ha TEMHOM JIMUE CTaJU €My 3HAKOMbIMM, U
NIOCTENEHHO HU3KUi ronoc ropbyHa cTag MpPOU3HOCUTH TMOHATHBIE
cioBa. I'epa oxasascsi TEpNENUBbIM U HEYyTOMUMbBIM YUUTENEM, a S3bIK
ObL1 OYEeHb NPOCTbIM, CO3AAHHBIM AJ1s MPOCTOil KyabTypbl. Y KepH usy-
YaJi ero CToJIb CTPEMHUTENBHO, YTO Havyal y>Ke JIOBUTh MOAO3PHTENbHbIE
Kochle B3rsAbl I'epaa, a 3aTeM, CTOs y JBepH, MOACIYyILlal CTPaHHbIi
pa3roBop Ha JecTHule Mexay [epaoM n Dnuei.

— MHe KaXxeTcsl, OH LIMHOH, — TOPTaHHBIM [OJIOCOM CKa3all TopOyH.

— [IInnoH, KOTOpbIi HEe FOBOPUT HA HallleM s3blke? — paccMmesnach
Onus.

— OH H3y4aeT A3bIK CIULIKOM YK OBICTPO. S TONBKO TUBIIOCH, DNHUA. ..
[opa xutpa.

— Tuxo, — oTBeTUNA Dus.

Ho nocne storo KepH Hauan mpuTBOPATBHCS, YTO 3HAET SA3bIK XYXKe,
yeM ObINIO HAa caMOM Jene.

Topa. OH ayman o Hel OOATMMM YacaMM, KOTJa OCTaBajCsl OJIMH.
['opa, HeYTO cTpaHHOE, 11BeTa 001aKOB, BHICOTOM 10 HeOec. OHa SBHO He
ObL1a KaKUM-TO OOBIYHBIM NPUPOAHBIM SBJEHHEM, pa3 3JELUHUE JIHOAH
TOBOPUJIM O HEil, MOHUXKAs roJI0C, C 3aTACHHBIM CTPAXOM.

Ewe nBe nenenu Kep xxnan, ciaywan u yuuncs. Kak-to pa3 Houblo,
KOIZIa B OKHO 3aris/iblBajy Oe3bIMsAHHbIE 3BE3/1bl, OH 104y BCTBOBAJI, YTO
ero pa30Oyauso HeyTo MOCTOPOHHEE BHYTPU Hero, U ucnyrancs. Ho ato
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CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO TYT K€ HUCUE3JIO, CIMLIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOBI MOHATS,
4TO 3TO ObLTO, MM XOTs Obl 3anOMHUTE. MyTarus? [1pogomkenue n3me-
HEHMH, CyTh KOTOPbIX HeJb3s yraaarh? KepH peuuusn o6 3ToM He AyMaTh.

A na yetsipHaauaryto Houb KepH yBuzen CoH.

OH npaktuyecku He ayman o Bproce Xammme, Kya u octaibHbIX.
IToaco3HaTenbHO OH HE XOTeN O HUX BCIIOMUHATh. DTO ObL1 €ero Mup,
a Jpyrue MyTaHTHI 37iech ObIM 4yXkue, (panbluiBble HOTH B 3A€LIHEH
rapmMoHuu. [la, 31ech ero noAcTeperajiy onacHOCTH, MOXET ObITh, Jaxe
CMEepTh, HO 3TO ObL1 MUP KPbUIAThIX JIOAEH, €ro Mup.

Houamu oH Hauan BuaeTs CHbl. Ckopee Jaxke He BHJETh, U HE CHBI
9TO OblJIM, @ HEBHATHBIH LIENOT, [OJIOC, KOTOPbIi OH HAIlOJIOBHHY y3Hal,
HO 3alpeTusl BCIIOMUHATh, KOrna nNpocHysics. YTo-To sBHO UCKaJo ero.

JIBe Hepenu Tak AJUIIOCH, @ HA YEThIPHAALATYIO HOUb, Iepe]] 3aKTo-
YUTENbHbIM KOHTAKTOM, OH MOAC/Ly1Ial eLie OAUH Pa3roBOp Ha JIECTHHLIE
mexay ['epaom u Dnuell, 1 HEMHOIO MOHAN U3 HEro, YTO POMCXOUT.

['epa yoexxnan mnuo NOKHMHYTh FOpOJ U Ky/[1a-TO BEpHYThHCS, HO Dnus
Oblna HenpeKIOHHa.

— E1ie HeT HUKako# 0MacHOCTH, — FOBOPUJIA OHa.

— OmacHocTh €CTh Beeraa, korna Mbel Baanu ot ['Hespa. laxe Topa
He MOXKET MPOBECTH HAlIMX BparoB CKBO3b AA0BUTHIE BeTpa. Haiua 6e3-
OMacHOCTh 3aKiitoyaeTcs B ObicTpoM Habere, Dnus, U CTOMNb XK€ CTpe-
MUTEIBHOM BO3BpallleHuH B I'He3no. OcraBaTbCst B 3TOH TECHUHE — B
2opoode — npocTo b6e3ymue.

— A MHe HpaBUTCS 3ACIUHUI KOM(OPT, — HAUBHO OTBETUJIA DNUS. —
JlaBHO 51 Tak BKYCHO He eJla M He MWJa, ¥ JaBHO He Crajla Ha Takoi
MSATKOW KpOBarTH.

— Ckopo Tebe OyneT yroroBaHo Ooliee XecTKoe JIOKE, — CypOBO CKa-
3an I'epa. — ['opona HaBepHska yxe coduparorcs. OHM 3HAIOT, YTO MbI
31€Ch.

— A MBI 4TO, Tak 6oMMcs ropokaH?

— Korna noitner I'opa... — Hauan ropOyH u pe3ko 3aMoJIK.

OTBeTHbI# cMex DK NPO3BYYall CAUIIKOM (haNbLIUBO.

Toii Houbto KepH BHOBBH MOYYBCTBOBAJ YbH-TO NaJbLibl, MBITAIOLIU-
€cs OTKpBITH ABEPH €ro pa3yMa, U Ha ceii pa3, ocJie MoICO3HATENBEHOIO
COIPOTUBJIEHHUS, OH HE MOT He BIYCTUTb UX. W TyT xke y3Han pasym —
0eCcKOHeYHO NevyanbHbIl, 6eCKOHEYHO MYApPBIi pa3yM MyTaHTKM BUpHBI
C MPeKPaCHBIM roJIOCKOM U O1€IHBIM, HEKPACHBBIM JIULIOM.

MrHoBenue KepH konebaincs, 3aTepsBIIMCh B NyOMHAX 3TOro pas-
yMa, HecpaBHUMO Oosiee 6e30HHOr0, YeM ero coocTBeHHbli. Ho MrHo-
BeHUE MPOLUIO, U OECKOHEUHas Teyaslb OMbUIa €ro, Kak MOpcKas BOza.
W oH nepeHeccs Kyna-To B ApYroe MeCTO U NIsAHYN 4y)XXKHMH [NIa3aMu B
NYCTOTY, 3allOJIHEHHYIO CBETOM 3Be3l. M yBuzen kpacuBoe nuuo Kya c
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MEIOBOM KOXell ¥ ee rpOMaJHbIA €IMHCTBEHHBIN [T1a3. A MOTOM NpHU-
CTaNlbHBIN, HeBBIHOCUMBIH B3MIsA CaMa bprocTepa.

OH cMyTHO NpHHsJICS KckaTh bproca Xainsma, OTKpBIBILErO ABEpPb
s Bcex HuX. Ho Bpioca He 6puto. A cam KepH cmorpen rmasamu
BupHBL, 1 ee pasyM yAep>KHBaJl €ro, KaKk pyKH, CIOKEHHbIE YalIEYKOH,
nepxar Bony. M uepe3 mpocTpancTBo 6e33ByyHO mpobuics ronoc. [o-
noc Kya.

— Tor Hamna ero, bupna?

— KaxeTcs, na.

— KepH, orBeTs ke Ham! KepH!

U OH MBICICHHO OTBETHUII UM:

— a, Kya. Jla, bupna. 5 3necsh.

Paznancs Heroaytoumii ronoc Kya, — MbICI€HHBIIT ToN10C, MOCKONbKY
HHUKaKHe CJIOBa He ObUIM MPOU3HECEHBI BCIYX HA 3TOM CTPAHHOM CeaHce.
KepH kpatko noaymai o ToM, 4yTo y BupHbl yxe OblU1d 3a4aTku CTpaH-
HOH CIOCOOHOCTHU CBSI3BIBAaTbCS HA PAacCTOSHMM, M 4TO €CIIH OHM pac-
LBEJIM 3[E€Ch NbILIHbIM LIBETOM, TO HEYTO [TPOMCXOJUT U B HEM CaMOM.

— Mkl fonroe BpeMs MbITaMCh CBA3aTbCA € TOOOM, KepH, — xonoaHo
ckazana Kya. — Ho Thl ObUT TOUTH HEAOCTYIIEH.

—S1... S nyman, 4To Bac 31eCh yXKe HET, — CMYIIEHHO pobopMoTa
KepH.

— Tst gymad, 4yTo Mbl YLLIIH B Apyriue MUpbl? Mbl Obl 1 YILITH, €CITU Obl
cmornu. Ho Bproc 6bu1 paHeH Bo Bpemst Oypu.

— CunbHo?

Kya 3akonebanacs.

— MBl... He 3HaeM. CMOTpU cam.

I'mazamu bupnsl KepH yBuaen HenoasmxHoro bproca Xannama, ne-
Xallero Ha JIoke U3 BeToK. Ha Buj OH ObLT CTpaHHO OnexHBIM, 4yTh
71 He LBeTa CJIOHOBOM kocTW. JIbixaHue ObL10 MOYTU HE3aMeTHO. A
pazyM BupHBI, MbITaBIIMACS HaUlyNaTh €ro B IMycTOTE, OOHApy>Xui
JMLIBb CTPAHHOE, MEUIEHHOE BpAllleHWe — YTO-TO C/IMIIKOM AaJieKoe U
abcTpakTHOE, UTOObI 3TO MOT YJIOBUTb OOBIYHbIH YM.

—Moxer, oH B koMe, — ckazasna Kya. — Mbi He 3HaeM. Ho npu nomoluu
criocobHocTeil BUpHBI MBI HEMHOTO Y3Hanu 00 3TOM MHpe. A 4YTO y3Han
Tbl, Kepu?

M KepH cran uM pacckasbiBaTh, HO lyMaJl TIpY 3TOM O CBOEM IT0JIOXKe-
HHMHM B 3TOM MMpE U O CTpaHHOM pasyMe bproca. OH pacckasan uM Bce,
YTO MOJCIYLUAJ pa3roBopax.

— [Inanera 6onbluei acTeIO NpeacTapseT coboit okead. EcTh nuib
OMH HeOOJBIIOW KOHTUHEHT pa3Mepami, Aymaro, ¢ ABctpanuio. Ha
HeM HaxoAasTcs ropoga-rocyaapcrsa. M ects Taioke 6anaa Onuu — npe-
CTYNHHKU. Y HHX IIe-TO UMeeTcs yOexwulle, KOTOpoe OHM Ha3bIBalOT
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I'nezno. OTTyna oHu coBepiialoT Haberu Ha ropoaa. ['opokaH oHM mpe-
3UpaloT, HO 1 mobauBaroTcs. S B 3TOM elue He coBceM pa3zolpaics.

— A arort... 'epa? Ou rosopui o 'ope? — cnpocuna Kya.

— Ja, yro-To Takoe... Korna I'opa noiiger.

— Te1 Bugen I'opy, — ckazana Kya. — Ortyzna unyT 6ypu — BUXpH CBETa
Y 3HEPrUH, CMEPUH. ..

KEPH BCIIOMHMJI Bpawjaloliuecs OClenuTeNbHble BepeTeHa,
LIararolye Mo paBHUHE B BOJOBOPOTE BETPOB.

— MBpI ellle MHOTOTO He MOHKMMAaeM, — BCTPEBOXKEHHO roBopuia Kya.
— C a7oit T'opo#i cBA3aHa Kakasi-TO ONAaCHOCTb. MHe KaXXeTcs, TaM eCTh
Kakas-TO >KU3Hb, O KOTOPOIl Mbl HUYEro He 3HaeM. BeposaTHO, uTO-TO
TaKoe, 4ero He CyLUeCTBOBaO Ha 3emie. UTo-To CNUIIKOM YyXKI0€E HaMm,
HO BO3MOXXHOE Ha 3TOH MJIaHeTe.

KepH nouyyBcTBOBaN, Kak B €ro rojioBe — B rojose BupHbl — poxxaa-
€TCsl MHTEpECHas! MBICITb.

— JKuzup? Pazymuas xu3Hb? YTo Bbl 3HaeTe 00 3TOM?

— MoxerT, 1 He )XU3Hb B U3BECTHOM CMbICIie 3TOro ciosa. Hazosem
31O cunoii... Het, ona Gonee marepuanbpHa, 4eM MpocTo cuna. S He
3Ha10... — Meiciepeus Kya 3anmHynace. — Heuto onacHoe. Mbl JOMKHBI
y3HaTh O Heit 6onblue, ecnu ocTaHeMcs 31eck. Ho koe-uto Mbl BUAeNHy,
npu noMolu crnocodHocteid BupHbl 1 MouX. Mbl OOHapY XU CUJIbI,
uayume ot ['opsl B yMbl tozeil. YMbl KpbliaTbix ropoxad. Cuinbl, cobu-
parolye X Ha BoitHy. — OHa cHOBa 3akonebanach. — KepH, 3Haelib, OHH
y>Xe UAYyT, MpsAMO Ha ropoJl, 3aXBaueHHbIN TBOeH OaHOM.

OH TyT € HaCTOPOXUJICA.

— HWnyt? Otkyna? U korna onu 6ynyT B ropone?

— 51 H 3na10. OHU elue JaneKko, Ha caMOil rpaHulie BO3MOXHOCTE
Moero 3peHus... bupHa, ckaxu emy.

Pasym, coenuHenHsili ¢ KepHoM, 1meBeNbHYyINCH, U uepe3 Hero KepH
yBHIEN, CJIOBHO B TyMaHe, IIEPEHTH KPbUIATHIX JIFONEH, IETALINX, OTHO-
BPEMEHHO Maxasi KpbU1bIMH, B TEMHOM HOUHOM Hebe.

— BuaMius i, s He MOTY ONpPEAENUTh PacCTOsIHUE IO HUX, — AOLiNa
JI0 HEro MBICHb BUpHBL. — OTO y MeHsl HOBas CNOCOOHOCTH — SICHOBHU-
JieHue, — MOABUBLIEECH YXe MOcje TOro, kak Mbl MOKMHYNHU 3emiio. S
BUXKY, HO He OoT4eTuBO. [103TOMY s nuLIb 3HAIO, YTO ITU JIOAU JIETAT
Ha TBO#1 ropon.

— A cuna, obutarowas Ha ['ope, s [yMaro, Kak-TO BOOPYXXHJIa MX, —
BcTaBuia Kya. — bupHa Bugena y Hux opyxue. Tol 1o/DkeH mpeaynpe-
JIUTb CBOMX JIpy3eil — MM TIOPEMILMKOB, WM KTO TaM OoHU. MHaue Tebs
MOryT YOUTB BO BpEMs CpaXKEHHUSI.
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— Jlagno. — Ho ronosa KepHa 6bu1a 3aHsTa cCOBCEM ApYruM. — Tak ThI
ropopulilib, bupHa, 4To CHOBUJEHME MOABUIOCH Y TeOs ¢ Tex Mmop, Kak
Thbl OKa3ajach 31ech? Takoe xe NPOU30LLIO U ¢ APYTUMU?

— Co MHOJ1, MOXXET, COBCEM HEMHOIrO, — MEJJIEHHO cka3ana Kya. —
VYeunenue peskocTy PoKycUpoBKH 3peHus — u He 6onsbiue. C Camom...
— OHa uckoca msHyna Ha CaMma Bprocrepa, koTopeiii cuzaen Monua,
ONYCTUB HA INa3a Npo3pauyHble BTOPUYHbIE BEKH, (UIBTPYIOLLME €ro
y>KacHblid B3MsA. — MHe KaXkeTcsl, C HUM HU4Yero He mpousouuio. Ho,
BUIMILIBb JM, OH HE MOXET y4yacTBOBaTb B HauleM pa3roBope. bupHa
B0OOIIIE HE MOXET JOCTY4aThCs 0 €ro Co3HaHWs. Tak 4To MbI MO3XKe
MepecKakeM emy BCe, 0 4eM ropopum ceiuac. A bptoc... — Ona no-
Kana nneyamu. — MoXeT, KpbulaTble JIOAM CKaXyT Tebe, Kak MOXHO
eMy nomoub. Ero kocHyncsi kpaeuikom ouH U3 BUXPEi, U ¢ TEX MOp OH
B TakOM BOT COCTOSIHUH. 3Haewb i, KepH, Mbl X0TeN WATH Najblie,
YTOOBI OTBICKATh CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE MUPBI, Kak Thl Haien cBoil. Ho 6e3
Bproca Mbl 6ecrIOMOILLHBL.

Kepn nouyBcTBOBan, kak KpeMHET €ro yM, NOCKOJIbKY, HaKOHeLl, ne-
pel HUM BO3HMKJIA MpobnemMa, KOTOpYI0 HYXXHO peliuTs. Jlo cux mop
OH npeObIBa YyTh JIU HE B TPAHCE OT YAMBICHUS U BOCXULLICHHUS BCEM,
4TO BHJIENl B 3TOM HOBOM MUpe KphIlaThixX Jitoaeit. Ho sToT nepuon 3a-
koHumcs. OH cobpancs ObU10 C MBICIAMH, YTOObI 3arOBOPUTH, HO Kya
onepeauna ero.

— B I'ope Tautcs onacHocTb, KepH, — MbIC/IH €€ CTalnu BHE3aHO pe3-
KHUMH, TIOYTH YTO KECTOKMMH. — UTO OBl TaM HU XKUJI0, OHO 3HAET O Hac.
OHo xuBeT B ['ope miiu, BO3MOXHO, 3T0 1 ecTh cama ['opa. Ho bupHa 06-
Hapy»uJja uayulyto oT Hee HeHaBUCTb. Bpaxkny. KepH, Tbl Msarkorenblii
aypak! — npopomxana Kya. — Tl 1yman, 4To Moxelub nonacts B Paii,
He 3acily>uB ero? Bynews Thl HaM MOMOTaTh UM HET, Tehe Bce paBHO
NPUAETCS CTOJKHYTBCS € ONMACHOCTAMM, MPEXIE YEM Thl HalIeIIb CBOE
MECTO B 3TOM MHP€ WK B 11060M Ipyrom. He nymato, 4To ThI cyMeellb
caopaBuTbcs CO BceM 6e3 Hac. A HaM Hy>KHa TBOs MOMOLLb. BmecTe Mbl
elle MOXeM BbIMIrpaTh 3T0 cpaxkeHue. [1o 0TaenbHOCTH HU Y KOro U3 Hac
HEeT HU Maneiieil Hanexapl. Mbl 3#aem 310! ['Opa MOXeT OBITH TaKHM
K€ MyTaHTOM, TOJIbKO YIIEALUMM B pa3BUTHUHM OT HAC CTONb XKe JalieKo,
KaK Mbl YIIJH OT XHUBOTHBIX. HO MBI 1OMKHBI 60pOTHCS.

Ee ronoc BHe3anHo cTan pacniblBaTbCs U ucye3. 3Be3Has TeMHOTa
3akpy>kunach Bo cHe KepHa. Mrauosenue oH 60oposcs ¢ kakoi-To Heocs-
3aeMOil OITACHOCTBHIO — YeM-TO Oec(POpMEHHBIM, HO MOJHBIM BpaXKaeo-
HocTd. OH BHZEJN... HO 4TO UMEHHO? YT0-TO OrpoMHO€, MOTarolleecs,
KaK A3blK MJIAMEHU, U TaKOe XKe ApKoe, JEHUBO NepeMelaLeecs B
TEMHOTE U 3HAIOLLEE O HeM... M 3TO HanonHulo KepHa ocobbiM yxacom!
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[me-to naneko B MyCTOTE OH MOYYBCTBOBAN JPOXKAIUMil OT HCHyTa
pasyM W NOHsJ, YTO 3TO pa3yM BupHbl. Ho TyT ke koHTakT c Hel
MOPBAJICS, @ 3aTeM ero KTO-TO 3aTpsC 3a ILIeYo, YTO-TO HACTOWYHBO Iro-
BOpsI TOPTaHHBIM ronocoM. KepH oTkpbul miasa.

IUJIABA 1V. 3nasa zopa

E1ne napy cekyH/ BUIeHHE TUIaMEHU 00XUIasio eMy BEKH, TaK 4TO OH
BHIIC] JIMILb CHHE-3elIeHble KPYTH, MJbIByILKe nepen rmasamu. Ho 3a-
TEM KPyTd UCYE3JIU, @ BMECTO HUX MOSABHIJIOCH MPayHOE, MOJIOAOE JIMLIO
I'epna.

KepH 130 Bcex CUJl MOMBITANICA IOJHATHCA, IOMOras ce6e KpbUIbAMU.
TMoauaThI MU BO3JyX pa3MmeTas pbhkue Bonockl ['epaa u B nyye col-
HEYHOro CBETa, NMaJalolero Ha KpoBarh, 3ainicany nbuHkY. OT nepe-
YKUTOrO U3yMJIeHus U yxaca KepH 3abbli CKpbIBaTh CBOE 3HAHUE A3bIKA
KpbutaThix moAei. Cliora caMy COpBAJIMCh Y HErO C A3bIKa.

— I'epa, T'epa, Tl nomkeH Boicaywiats MeHs! S y3Han 1o, 0 yem 0
cux nop He nogospesan. Otnyctu meHs! 'opoxxane uayT!

I'epn ynepcs cunbHOM 1aJOHBIO €MY B IpY/b.

— He tak 6bicTpo. Kaxkercsi, Thl BbIyuus Halll s3blk BO cHe? HeT, He
BCTaBai. Dnusi! — NOBBICWIT OH roOJoC.

Jeyiuka nosBuiach OykBalbHO uyepe3 MrHoBeHue, u I'epn orcry-
NI, JiepXka pyKy Ha pyKosTKe KMHXKana U He cmyckas ¢ KepHa cseT-
JIbIX, TIOI03PUTENbHBIX N1a3. YTPEHHEee CONIHIIE 03apUilo ee NPEeKpPacHoe
JIMLIO, CBETJIbIE KOCHI, 3aKpYUYEHHBIE B THAJIEMy, 3aCHUAIH HaX n3rubamu
KPBUTBEB.

— Ham roctb mpocCHYJICSI HbIHYE YTPOM, CTPaHHO OBICTPO BBLYYHMB
Halll A3bIK, — OBICTpO 3aroBopu ['epa, He cBoas ¢ KepHa rma3. — S roso-
pui tede, YTO 3TO LUMUOH, DNUS.

—JlazHo, 51, B caMOM JieNie, 3HaK0 Ball S3bIK JIyYIlie, 4eM NPUTBOPSIICS,
— npusHancsa KepH. — ITpocTo 1 u3yuun ero Tak ObICTpO, YTO Bbl ObI HE
MIOBEPUIIH, TONBKO U Bcero. Ho ceifuac 3T1o He BaxkHO. BbI 3HaeTte, uTto
ropoxaHe BOT-BOT HanagyT?

T'epn TyT e monancs Bepel, MOy packpbiB KpbUlbs U 3aXJIONIaB UMU
B COJIHEYHOM CBETE.

— Otkyna tebe 310 u3BecTHO? Thi 1INHOH!

—Tlo3Boab eMy roBOpUTS, [ €pa, — ckaszania Inus. — [103B0OJIb TOBOPUTE.

U KepH 3aroBopui.

[Ton xonen paccka3za KepH yBuzen, 4To OHU ellle HE COBCEM MOBE-
puiy eMy. D10 OBUIO HEe YAUBUTENBHO, MIOTOMY 4TO Takoi pacckas u3-
ymun Obl U OCTaBUI B TynHK Jitoboro. Ho cBenennii o HacTynaroei
apMuy OBUIO I0CTaTO4HO, YTOOBI CBEPHYTH UX MBICITH B HYXHOE PYCJIO.
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— Hey>enu s cTan 661 mpeaynpesxaaTh Bac 00 X NPHOBITHH, eCITU OBl
ObLT LUMHOHOM? — BOCKJIMKHYJT KepH, BUIS COCPEAOTOUYEHHbIE HA HEM
MX COMHEBalOUIMECs B3MIsAlbl, KOI1a OH 3aKOHYMJ pacckKas.

— A, MOXET, Thl LIITMOHUIIE HE IS 3TOH apMUM, — HEXOTA npobop-
motan I'epa.

— Ota TBOA Apyras 3emis! — BOCKJIMKHYJ ['epA, BIUBLUUCH B3I A0M
B o KepHa. — Ecnu aT0 npaBna, Toraa oossacHseTcs MHoroe. Ho Ham
HEM3BECTHBI HUKAKUE JPYTHE MUPBIL.

KepH MenbkoM mopyMas, 4to Ajs KyabsTypbl Onuu 6b110 661 npolie
MOBEPUTH B CYLIECTBOBAHWU MOTYCTOPOHHUX MMPOB, 4eM i oOuTa-
Tenel Gonee pa3BuTOl HMBUAM3aLMU. JItoaU 3AeLIHEN KpblnaToil pacsl
ellie He 3aKPbUIX CBOI YM [JIs BCEro, 4ero npexje He BUAesnu. 3aeiHss
LUBHUJIM3ALMA ellle He Oblia HaCTOJILKO YBEpeHa B COOCTBEHHOM BCEMO-
I'yIIEeCTBE, YTO OTKJIOHAIA CYLECTBOBaHHE BCEr0 HEU3BECTHOIO.

— Heyxenu s Mory npuuuHuth Tebe Bpen? — ckazan Kepu. — M 3auem
MHe OBUTO MpeayNnpexaaTh Bac, eciu Obl 1 ObUT Ha UX CTOPOHE?

— Oto Bee [opa, — HeoXxHIAaHHO cka3zana dnus. — Kak Thl AymaeLlib,
3a4eM Mbl BOOOLIE AepKUM Tebs B 9TOH NycTOd KOMHaTe, rae HeT Hu-
4ero, U3 4ero ObI ThI MOT cenath opyxue? Thbl He 3Haelb?

Wsymnennsiit, KepH nokayai rojioBo.

— Mpl He 3Hanu, He sBAAellbes M Thl pabom [opel. Ecnu Obl 31O
ObL10 Tak, TO JItoOOi OOPLIBOK MPOBONOKH, JHOOOH Kycouek MeTaiia
cTaJ Obl ONAacHbIM B TBOMX pyKaxX. — B maszax Dnuu no-npexsemy nie-
CKaloCb COMHEHHUE.

KepH cHOBa nmokayan ronoBoi. Toraa, ¢ JIErkoil UpOHKUEN, 3arOBOPHIT
I'epa.

— OT0 ANMMHHAd, OTBpaTuTeNnbHas uctopus. Mctopus 3na. BoamoxHo,
TBI 3TO 3Haelllb ¥ caM. Bo BCsKOM ciydae, Mbl — eIMHCTBEHHbIE CBOOOI-
Hble JIoau B 3ToM Mupe. O, MOXKHO HalTH elle HEMHOro, HO UX Mallo
¥ JIOJITO OHU He XUBYT. [opa peBHyeT k cBouM pabaM. Kpome Haluei
rpyIIbl, BCs OCTallbHas YacTh YenoBeyecTBa npuHaanexxut ['ope. Bes!

— A sraTopa? — cnpocun KepH. — Uto 370 Takoe?

[epa noxxaalt peDKAMH KPBUTBSIMH.

— Kro 3naet? bor-gemoHn. Ecnu xorga-to u cyuiecTBoBajla €€ UCTO-
pusi, TO Bce AaBHO 3a0buin 0 Hell. Hukakue nerenabl o ['ope He cyiue-
CTBYIOT. MBI JIMLIb 3HaeM, 4To ['opa Obla Bceraa, U IEenoT ee HacTUraeT
JIFONeH BO CHE, 1 OHU CTAHOBATCs pabaMu 3TOro wenoTa. YTo-To MeHs-
eTcsl B UX ronoBax. bonbLieil 4acTblo OHH XKUBYT, Kak 00bIYHO, B CBOUX
ropogax. Ho nHorja kK HUIM CHOBA MPUXOJUT ILEIMOT, OHU TEPSIOT PasyM
U JIeNaloT BCe, UTO BEJUT UM [opa.

— MB&I He 3HaeM, uto Takoe ['opa, — no6aBuna Dnus. — 3HaeM TOJBKO,
YTO OHa pazyMHa. OHa MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh YEJNIOBEYECKUE PYyKH CHENaTh
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OpyXHe, KOT/ia Hy>K/IaeTcs B OpY>KUH, a MOXET HacnaThb Oyplo, Kak Ta, BO
BpeMst KOTopo# Mbl Hauu Te6s1. lonro, oyeHs fonro ['opa He HachLiana
Oypro. M eciu Thl He LIMMOH, TO KaK OOBACHULIb, YTO TBOE MOABICHUE U
Oyps NPOU3OLLIA OAHOBPEMEHHO?

KEPH HOXAJI nneyamu. OH Toxe Obl1 3TUM 03a7a4eH.

— MHe xainb, 4T0 8 HUYero He 3Hato. Ho s y3Hato, ecnu TojibKo ue-
JIOBEK BOOOLIIE MOXET 3TO y3HaTh. Ho BBl XOTHUTE cka3aTh, YTO apMus,
KOTOpas HaaBUraetcs Ha Bac, nocnada ['opoii? Ho 3auem?

— [Toka MbI ocTaemcst cBoOOIHBIMY, [Opa nbITaeTcs mopaboTUTH Hac,
— oTBeTwIa Onus. — M MBI cpaxkaemcs ¢ ropokaHamu 3a TO, YTO Ham
HeobXoMMo, Tak Kak He cMeeM cpaxkarbes ¢ camoii [opoit. [la, I'epa, s
3Hal0, YTO MbI CIMIIKOM 3aep>Kalich B 3TOM ropoae! Mbl HeMeJIeHHO
BO3BpawtaeMcs B ['He3no. Pas croga netsT ropoxxaHe, 3Ha4uT, y HUX €CThb
opyxue, koropoe [opa 3acTaBuia ux co3aarb, U 3TO OpYXKHUE OMACHO,
yeM Obl OHO HU OBLTO Ha ceif pas.

— TIneHHUK MOXET YK€ 3HaTb 3TO, — cTporo 3aMetuio I'epa. — Ho
BaXHO He 3T0. BaxxHO TO, uTO, €cnu Mbl BO3bMeM ero B ['He30, TO OH
MOXET NPUBECTH Ty[a HALUX BparoB, Dnusl.

— Yepes spoButbie BeTpa? — Ho Dnus 3aayMunBO NpUKyCHIIa HYXK-
Hio1o0 rydy. — 51 3Hato, ['epa, oH pacckaszan Ham 6e3yMHyto uctopuro. Ho
YTO, €CJIU 3TO npasaa?

— Hy, u yto Torna?

— OH roBopui o0 cBoux ToBapuiax. OHU noxoxu Ha 6oroB. Y oHn
roBopuit 0 6opnbe ¢ 'opoii.

— BopoTrbcst MOXXHO XOTb co 3Be3namu, — paccMesuics Iepa. — Ho
Tonbko He ¢ [opoii. laxke 6oru He cMorK Obl BLIUTPATh TaKylO BOMHY.

— Onm He 6oru, — ckasai KepH. — Ho y HUX ecTh ciocoOHOCTH, KO-
TOpBIX HET HU Y KOFO M3 Hac. MHe KaXeTcs, HacTynaeT MOBOPOTHbIN
MOMEHT B ICTOpHUH Balleit pachl, Dnus u ['epa. Bbl MoXeTe yHUUTOXKHUTD
Hac, MJIM OTBEPTrHYTh HAC U XXKHUTh, Kak Bcerna. Minu Moxerte moBepuTh
MHE U NOMOYb HaM 6OpOTbCs C HEIUVIOXMMMU 11aHcamMM Ha nmobeny. Tak
4TO BBI BBIOEpeTe?

Cekynay Dnus Monuana. 3aTeM paccMmesiach M BHe3allHO BCTaa,
NOAparuBas KpbUlbAMHU.

— 51 cornacHa ¢ T000if U TIOrOBOPIO ¢ TBOMMHU APY3bSIMHU, — Cka3ala
oHa. — U ecny OHM OKaXKYTCS TAaKUMH, KaK Thl TOBOpHILE, Torna, KepH,
na, s nosepio Tede. [loromy uto ['opa HUKOrAa ellle HE MEHsANIA YeoBe-
yeckue Tena. OHa MOXET U3MEHSATh HalllM pa3yMsl, HO He Tena. S ay-
Malo, BHavyajle ObUIO MaJIo TaKUX JIIOAEH, YbM MO3TH MMENU KaKyH-TO
cnabocTh, 3a30p, B KOTOPbIA CyMeN BOWTH LUENOT, ¥ 3TH JiIoAu ObLIH
BOOpYKeHbI [Opoii 1 YHUYTOXKUIIM CBOUX COOPaThEB, TaK YTO OCTAIIHCH
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JIMIUB T€, YTO OOBSBIEHbl BHE 3aKOHA. MHOI'ME MOKOJIEHUs Halllk CO-
3HaHUs COMPOTUBISUIUCH BTOPXKEHMIO, TAK XKe, KaK CO3HaHUs TOpoXaH
NIPUBETCTBOBANM ero. 5 mymato — 3Hato! — uto ecnu 661 ['opa obnanana
BJIACTBIO HaJ HAILKMMU TeJaMH U MOIVIa BHECTH B HUX TO KPOIIEYHOE 13-
MEHEeHHEe, KOTOpOoe OTKPHLIO ObI /1S Hee Hallli CO3HaHWs, OHa ObI JaBHO
yxe nobeauna. Ho 3toro ona He MoxeT. OHa HE MOXET U3MEHSATh HaLlK
Tena, MOXeT JHilb youBark. M ecnu st coOCTBEHHBIMY I71a3aMU Y BHIKY
toBapuuied KepHa, To 6yny 3HaTb, 4TO CylIeCTBYeT cuia, 6ojee Mory-
miecTBeHHas, yeM ['opa. Y torga Mel ctaneM 60opoTtbes BMecTe, KepH!

HemHoro nosxe, naps BbICOKO HaJl YCTYNaMU XOJIMOB, Ha KOTOPbIX
cToan ropoj, KepH, pacnpaBuB KpbuUibs, MIOTHO 3aKpbLl [Ma3a U M30
BCEX CUJI AyMaJl:

— bupna, bupna! OtBerb MHe, BupHa! [Tomorn MHe HaiiTu Bac.
BupHa, Thl C/BILIMILE MEHA?

TuuMHa, He cuuTas JaNeKkuX KPUKOB OT JIeTALIe HUXKe KpbUIaToii
rpynmnbl Dnuu, KoTopas, cobpas HarpabieHHOe, CTpeMuIach nodbicTpee
ynereTs B ['He3n0. Bexu KepHa Obliu 3aKkpbIThbl, HO Mepea [a3aMu BCe
PaBHO CTOSJIO BUJEHHUE CONHEYHOro cBeTa. OH NbITancs OYUCTUTH CBOM
pasyM, 4to0bl YIOBUTH OTBeT. Ho oTBeTa He ObLIO.

— bupna! Henb3s tpartute BnycTyio Bpemsi! buphna, Kya, oreersTe
MHe!

Mbicau ero To W Aeno nepebupany BOCMOMHHAHUA O TOM, YTO OH
BUZIeN Ma3aMu BUpPHBL: psiibl BOOPY>KEHHBIX KPbUIATBIX JIOAEH, HECy-
IIMXCSl B HOYM K ropofy. Bo3mMoxxHO, OHM ObLIM eLue AaneKo, a, MOXET,
Te o0Naka Ha rOpH30HTE ObITM HE TYMaHOM, a BOOPY>KEHHO# apMHei. ..

— bupHa, Tbl cAbIUKALUL MEHA?

— Kepn!

OTBeT, KOTOpBIi OH Tak IOJIFO XJAajl, YIapuji B HEro, Kak MOJHUH.
C10BHO OHa Obls1a COBCEM PAJIOM M OyKBaJIbHO Kpryaja MbicieHHO. OH
YJIOBUJI B €€ MBICIISIX Y)Kac, XONOAHBIN y>Kac, OT KOTOPOTro caM 3acTbul
TaK, 4TO AaXke MNPOHU3aHHbIA COIHLEM BO3YyX, Ka3ajl0Ch, CTal BOKpPYT
Hero JieAsHbIM. KepH TyT ke MOHsJ, YTO OHA YK€ KaKOe-TO BPEMsI CJlbl-
11aja ero ¥ NpocTo UCKajla MECTO, I7ie HUKTO Obl HE MOMEIAN UX CBs3H,
4T00BI UM HE MPUILLIOCH TPATUTb BIYCTYIO BpEMsl, HAllyNbiBas APYr
npyra. M Tenepb ee Mbicau 6yKBanbHO B30pBaJIUCh Y Hee B [OJIOBE:

— Beictpee, Kepn! I[Mocnewn! He tpare Bpemsa nonycty! Buauiie
pouly LBETYLIUX AepeBbeB Ha ropusonte? Jletu tyna! Tam ycTaHOBUM
HOBBIA KOHTAKT.

OHna nmpomnana CTojb e BHE3alHo, Kak 1 noaBwiack. Ho nmockonbky
MbICIECBA3b Oblla HeusMepuMo ObicTpee, yeM OOLUEHHUE CIIOBaMH,
BupHa cymena nepenarb BCEM YETBEPbIM KapTy MECTHOCTU 1 o0ellaHue
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KOHTaKTOB B OyIyIieM, NOYTH HE MOTPATUB HA 3TO BpeMs. OIHaKO B TOT
KpaTKuil MOMEHT KOIZia UX pa3yMbl ObUIM CBA3aHBI, YTO-TO MPOU3OLILIO.

KepH nokayHyncs, CJIOBHO €ro 4To-To TpAXHyNno. OH TYT e npepBa
¢ bupHOIi cBA3b, HO Ha KpaTk1ii MOMEHT ObLll OMAaseH Xryyeil HeHaBu-
CTBIO, BCIIBIXHYBIIEH B MMyCTOTE MEXY HUMH. DTO OBLT TaKOH e S3bIK
IJIaMeHH, KaKkoil OH yke BHJel, koraa ero pa3oyamn epa, Ho Ha 3TOT
pas ropaszio 6onee XUBOH M SHEPrUYHbIH.

KEPH IOHSJI, uto ero nmomkuaaim, B TOT )K€ MOMEHT, KOrga oT-
CKOYMI OT XTIyuero koHTakra. Heuto Haimio ux Toraa, Koraa oH B Opo-
LUTBIHA pa3 neperoBapyuBalIiCs MbICIIAMU BO CHe ¢ BUpHOM.

U Teneps oHO Niexkano, oxxuaas nosropenus. Ono? Ho uto ono?

CBepHYB Kpblbsi, OH PHUHYJICS BHM3 IO JUIMHHOMW, 3aXBaTbIBAIOLLEH
IyX Ayre, U BO3JyX 3acBUCTeN B ywax. Jlaneko BHU3Y ¢ MO3aUuHOI
KpPBILUM MOAHSAIUCH BE (PUTYpKH, OfHA HAa CBETIBIX KPBUIBAX, JApyras
Ha ISIHUEBO-pbDKUX. Toraa OH pacnpocTep CBOU KpPbUIbS, JIUKYS OT
YCWIMI B IPYJHbIX MbILILAX, KOIAAa LIMPOKHE MJIOCKOCTH NMpEeKpaTuiu
najJeHue M MOHECHU ero Mo KpUBOH BBBICH, @ BO3AYX CTaJl TEIJIBIM U
TBEPAbIM.

— HamMm Tyna, — kpukHyn oH Ha neTy Onuu, NokasblBas pyKoil Hanpas-
nenue. — HyxHo coewuts. Yto-To He Tak. MHe kaxeTtcs, ['opa unu He-
yTo B ['Ope y)ke 3HaeT, YTO MbI 371ECh.

ScHoe nuuo Snuu nobaeaHeno B coiHeuHoM cBete. [To3anu Hee rasa
I'epna cBepkHYNMH HA TEMHOM JIMLIE NO-TIPEXHEMY MON03PUTENBHO.

— [Touemy Bbl Tak roBopure?

KepH kopoTko pacckasai UM, TOKa OHU JIETENH K pOLIe LIBETYLIUX Jie-
peBbeB Ha caMoM ropu3oHTe. OJHOBPEMEHHO TOBOPUTH U JIETETH OBLIO
He Tak-To npocto. Jpixanue KepHa cOunock, kK ToMy xe, ocje CTOMNb-
KHX JHel HemoABHXHOCTU y Hero 3adonenu Kpbulbs U rpyas. Korna on
3aKOHYMJI pacckas, HaCTYMUIIa THILHNHA.

—I'He310 HaxoaMTCA TaM, — cKasalia, HakOHeLl, DJis, MaXHyB PYKOH,
NOKa3bIBas HampasieHue. — 5 mocnana Tyna 601bIIMHCTBO JIIOAEH C Ha-
wieit nobsrueii. [epa oToOpan ABaaUaTh YenoBeK, YTOObI OHHU CIeOBAH
3a Hamu. Thl He 3Haelb, Aaneko Ju roau [opsl?

KepH nokauan ronosoii.

— B03MOJXHO, 51 y3HatO 3TO BO BpeMs ClieAyIoLero ceanca ¢ bupHoi.

OH ornsiHyncs M yBUen HeOONbLIYIO IPyNIly TeNOXpaHuTesel Dauu
B HECKONbKMX MHUHYTaX IoJieTa C3aJH, Bce 3TO ObUIM KpYNHbIE MYXX-
YUHBI C CYyPOBBIMH, OeccTpacTHBIMH JinLaMu. HekoTopble Hec/iu Kaku-
€-TO IIETeHbIE KOBPUKHU.
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— Cugnenus ans TBoux apy3ei, KepH, — nogcHuna Onud. — Mbl nonib-
3yeMCsl UMH, KOrZia MepeHOCUM HAllUX IOHLOB UJIM CTapHKOB, KTO YXe
He MOXET JIETaTh.

Jluo ee nompauHeno, ¥ KepH ysxe 3Hall, 4YTO Tak MpayHeroT JIMLA Yy
BCEX KPBUIATHIX NPH MBICJIAX O TOM BPEMEHH, KOIJ]a OHH YXKE HE CMOTYT
CaMOCTOATEIbHO JIETATh 110 BO3AYXY.

Torna KepHy npuIuio B rojioBy, YTO CPAKEHHS y HUX MPOUCXOLAT
CBHpeIO, MOTOMY YTO OHU OBIOTCS C JIFOABMH, HACTPOCHHBIMH TaK ke
¢anatnyHO, KaK Ha 3emje Te, KTO CYUMTAEeT, YTO CpaxkaeTcs 3a NpaBo
MONacTh B BBIMBILNUIEHHBIN Paii. U, koHeYHO ke, ¢ COOCTBEHHOI cTa-
POCTBIO 3TH JIFOAM OBIOTCS TaK Xe, kKak ¢ BparamMu. HukTo u3 tex, Kto
XOTb pa3 MOJHAJICS BBbICh Ha COOCTBEHHBIX KPbUIbiX, HE JKellan BecTH
OECKPBUTYIO )KH3Hb.

Ho nox Humu y>ke Oblia LBeTy1as poiua.

— Ecnu Tbl cHOBa BCTynullb B KOHTAkT ¢ Omum, KepH, To aymato,
OHo neTko NOWMET, Kylla HallpaBUTh CBOMX JIFOZEH, — IpeoCcTeperia ero
Onus. — TyT kpoercs 6onbluasi OnacHOCTh. Beab Ha KOHTAKT CO CBOMMHU
Tebe noHanobutcs kakoe-to Bpemsa? Ho 3TMM KOHTaKTOM Thl MOXeELUb
NPHYMHUTE BPeJ UM, a TaKkoke U HaM. Apmust [opbel MOXeT ObITh TIe-To
psIOM.

KepH 3akonebanca. Bcemu kneroukamu Tena oH 6osyics TOro Mo-
Me6HTa, Koraa NpUuAeTcs OTKPbITh CBOM pa3yM U MOJACTaBUTHLCS TOW ma-
nauiel BpaxaeOHOoCcTU. Ha MrHOBeHUE y Hero Aake BO3HUKJIA MbICIb
OTJIOXKUTb KOHTAKT ¢ BupHOii, HO KepH noHss, 4To 3TO Bce paBHO, YTO
OTKJIAJILIBATh BCTPEUY C HeM30exHOCTHI0. OH MpavyHO 1MoKavyall FroJI0OBOH.

— Bupna! — MbicnenHo no3ean oH. — bupHa, rae Tb1?

Kax u mpexe, TAHYJIHUCH IOJITHe CEKYH/Ibl, a OTBeTa He Obl10. 3aTeM
Kparko, Kak B3J0X, KepH noiiMan kacaHue bupHbl, o4eHb KpaTKoBpe-
MeHHOe M OecCBs3HOE, TIOTOMY YTO B MOMEHT KOHTaKTa Ha Hero 00-
pyLIMach Xryvas, ocjieristouas HeHaBUCTh Yy)xkaka. O4eBHAHO, 3Ta
packaneHHas ao0ena HEeHaBUCTb MOIVIa JOCTUTHYTh UX TOJBKO, KOraa
MX pa3yMbl BCTYMUJIM B KOHTaKT, HO 3aTO Ha ceii pa3 oHa BcTajla MeXay
HUMH TIOYTH 4TO HEeNpoHHULIaeMoll cTeHoH, npexae yeM BupHa ycnena
3aroBOPHTb.

MbICIeHHO OTCKaKuBas Ha3al, OLUEeIOMJIEHHbII U MOTPACEHHbIH TeM,
YTO BCTajO0 MexIy HUMH, KepH Bce >ke yJIOBHJI M3 CO3HaHUS BUpPHbI
OJTHY MBICHIb:

— Tpu xonma... nocnelly. .. apmus!..

Tonbko U BCero, a MOTOM ellie LeTyo CEKyHAy MyCTOTa MeXy HUMH
ropejia YMCTOW HeHaBUCTHIO. 3aTreM KepH OTKpbUI IM1a3a M MOHSAJ, UYTO
[UIOTHO 3aKyTajcs B KpbUlbA. Onus U [epa cMOTpenu Ha Hero, He ro-
BOpsl HY CJIOBA, NOKA OH MPUXOAUI B ce0st OT noTpsacenus. Jluno Dnuu
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ObuT0 ONEIHBIM OT yXKaca, Ho Ha jmLe ['epiia Bce ele npeobnaiana no-
no3purensHocTh. KepH ornsipencs. Brnepenu, y camoro ropusoHTa, oT-
YETJIMBO BBIPHCOBBIBAINCH TPU BBICOKHMX x0jiMa. KepH yka3ai Ha HUX,
1 uX HeOOoJbIIas rpynna TyT e NOAHsAIAach B Bo3AyX. Eciu kopoTtkoe
MBICIIECTIOBO BUpHBI «apMus» o3Ha4aso, 4To Bpar yxe OJNU3Ko, TO Te-
neps Besl Hafiexxja Oblia Ha TO, YTO OHU JJOCTHTHYT MYTaHTOB ObICTpee,
4eM JI0 HUX fo0epeTcs Bpar.

IJIABA V. IIpecnedoeanue

TPH XOJIMA 6binu yxe noa HuMu. KepH ¢ TpeBoro#t o3upan ro-
PH30HT, LA MPH3HAKK NPUOSIVDKEHU KpBUIAaTOd apMHH, KOTZa BHU3Y
4T0-TO GNECHYNO npsMo eMy B ria3a. OH 3amuran u npucMorpencs. Ot
KYUYKH JepeBbEB CHOBA OJIECHYI SIpKOY TOUKOM JTyYHK CBeTa. 3aTeM U3-3a
JIepEeBbEB BblABUHYIAach HeOobIas GpUrypka u noMaxaia eMy pyKoii.

Iro 6b11a Kya. Jlaxke ¢ Takoii BbicoThl KepH paznuumil COMTHEUHbIN
CBET, OTPAXKAIOLIMIACS IBYMS JIyUHKaMH OT €€ COJIHLIE3aLUTHbIX OYKOB.
OHa ucnosb30Bajia O4YKH B Ka4yeCTBe reauorpada.

MaxHyB pykoii BHU3, KepH MOAaHAA OAHO KpbUIO M CTal M[OJOro
CKOJIb3UTb BHU3. 3eMJIs 3aKavyanach, U Kya, kazanocs, nonerena eMy Ha-
BCTpEUY, Tak OBICTPO COKpALLANOCh PACCTOSHUE MEXIY HUMH.

Korna Horu KepHa KOCHYNMCh TpaBbl, OCTaIbHbIE ObLIM yXKe psIoM
¢ Kya. KepH, kak Bcerga, WcnbITajl HEOONBLIOHN LIOK, BCTPETUBLIKCH
CO B3MMIAJ0M €€ €AMHCTBEHHOTO I71a3a, pacnojomkeHHOro nocpeau nba.
BupHa nocnewmmnna k HeMy, MOJHSB BBepX OlefHOe, 4eTKO OYepUeHHOE
JUYHKO.

— Kepn! — To nu BoCKnMKHYJa, TO JIM MpOMNesia OHAa CBOUM HEBbIpa-
3UMO MY3BIKQIBHBIM IOJIOCOM.

M Kepny nokasanoch, 4To B €€ rlazax, kak 4 B €AMHCTBEHHOM IJ1a3e
Kya, mosBiIoch 4TO-TO HOBEHbKOE. MyTalus mnpoposkaia pa3BUTHE
B HMX, BO3MOXCHO, KIMEHHO NOTOMY, YTO OHM yuuin ¢ 3emnu. Mx cno-
COOHOCTH YCHJIMBAJIMCh, TaK YTO OTYAcTH OHMU obe ObutM 1 KepHa
HEe3HAKOMKaMH.

[Togowen Cam Bproctep, ynbibasch U npotarusas pyky, 1 Keps no-
’KaJ ee CO CKPHITHIM BHYTPEHHHM HCITYTOM, KOTOPBIii BCEria 4yBCTBOBA
B npucyTcTBUM CoMa, HHCTUHKTMBHO M36eras ero CKpbIToro B3rsaaa. A
yepe3 miedo CoMa OH yBHIE Jiexallero HenoaBmxkHo bproca XamimMa,
KOTOlef;I, KakK ero ItoJIoKH1JIM Ha TOXKE U3 BETOK, TaK HU pa3sy U HE IoLlIe-
Benuics. JIuio y Hero ObUIO 1[BETA CIIOHOBOW KOCTH U Ka3aJl0Ch TaKUM
ke U3bEJEHHBIM BpeMeHeM, KaK JIUIO CTaTyH, KOTopas BOOOILEe HIKOraa
HE JXuJia.

A yepe3 HECKOJNIBKO CEKYH] Hayallach CyeTa.
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— Brictpee, OpicTpee! — 3akpuuana bupha.

Bsman Kya npogomxkan ckaHupoBaTh FOPU3OHT, B TO BpeMs KaK KpbI-
JlaThble JIIOAM OIyCKaJMch Ha 3emito no3aau KepHa u ObICTpo wwaranu
BIIepesl, IoMoras cede KpbUIbsMH.

KepH ycrneilian caaBiaeHHbIH BoO3rac DNUK, NOJIHBIN TPEBOTH U He-
noBepus, korga cuHuit ma3 Kya odparuncs Ha BHOBb npuObIBIIHX. Ho
KpblnaTas AeBylika Oblna CIMIIKOM XOPOLIMM KOMAaHAMPOM, YTOOb! Ha-
[IpacHO TPaTUTb BpeMs, IOTOMY YTO ¢ NEPBOFO K€ B3IsJa Mojiyduna
MIOATBEPKACHUE BCEMY TOMY, UTO pacckasal eid KepH.

Yepes HECKOBKO CEKYH] BCE YK€ ObLIH B BO3AYXE.

bptoc Xamnsm, Bce Tak >k€ HENOABMXHBIA B CBOEM TaWHCTBEHHOM
CHe, MOKAYUBAJIC Ha IJIETEHOM KOBpHKE MEXIY NBYMs POCIbIMM Jie-
TyHamu. Tpoe Apyrdx MyTaHTOB HE YCHENU W INa30M MOPrHYTb, Kak
BO3HECNIUCH B Hebeca.

YV KepHa, HETOPOMIMBO JIETSLIEr0 BMECTE C OCTANIbHBIMHM HaJ CIO-
KOWHBIMM XOJIMaMM, DA/ HAa MasyuBLlee Y FOPU30HTA CTEKIIHHOE 00-
naxo ['opbl, MOr pasropapuBaTh CO CBOMMHU O€CKpbUILIMU TOBApULIAMHU.
Onus u ['epl MOCTOSHHO epXanUCh BO3JIe HEr0, BHUMATENbHO, Yy Th JIU
He peBHHBO Hab0/as 3a JIMLIAMHU TOBOPSAILMX.

— Yro oHu roBopat, KepH? — cipocuna Dnus, CHHXPOHU3UPYS CBOIO
peyb ¢ TeMIOM B3Max0B Kpbl1beB. — Thl... Thl YBEpEH, YTO 3TO BOOOLIE
monu? S HUKorna He BuJena TakuX... TakUX... CylecTs. ['epn, a Bapyr
3710 60ru? — 3a/1ana OHa HEOXKUAAHHbII BOMpOC.

I'epn ToNBKO paccMesyics, HO B TOJI0Ce €ro 3Byyalia TpeBora.

— He mewnait umM rosoputs, Inus. Cnpocu ux, KepH, Bpar yxe psaom?

— A nymaro, panom, — orBeThs1a bupHa, CTUCKHBas KpOLUEYHBIMU
pYYKaMu Kpas CBOEro KauaroLlerocs CUAEHUs, U B €e royoce, XoTs U
MO-TIPEXXHEMY HEBEPOATHO MY3bIKaJbHOM, 3By4asl CTpax, Kak M BO
B3 ze. — KepH, s He cMero ux Oosblie uckars! Thl xxe BUAEN, 4TO 66110
B nocaeaunii pa3! KepH, ckaxxu MHe, 4TO BUJEN mol?

—51? [To-MoeMy OroHb. S13bIKU NJAMEHU U... HEHABUCTb. S 10YTH YTO
BUJEJ 9Ty HEHABUCTb!

— I'opa, — npo6opmorana-nponena bupHa, HeBoNbHO OOpaluas rnasza
K OrpOMHOMY 0051aKy, 37I0BeLIe BUCSILEMY HaJ FOPHU30HTOM. — UTO ThI
3Haews o Hell, Kepn? Yro pacckazanu 3tu moau?

KepH kopoTko nepeckasan eit To, 4T0 ycnblian ot Iuu.

— Ho oHa He MOxeT U3MeHATh atoaed pu3nvecku, MHa4e JaBHO Obl
YK€ HE OCTaJlOCh COMPOTHUBIAIOIIUXCS, — 3aKOHUMI OH pacckas. — [lo
KpaiiHeil Mepe, Tak gymaeT Onusl. bupHa, a MHTEpecHO, MOXET JIU OHa
NOBNIMATH Ha Hac? Heyxenu Mbl TOXE MOXXEM CTaTb MOKOPHbIMU pa-
6amu? 5...
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KepH 3akonebancs. Jlaxe bupHe oH He pelnancs cka3arb 0 NTyOOKHX
TAUHCTBEHHBIX OLLYIIEHHUAX, KOTOpbIE 104yBCTBOBAJ B cebe.

— Kak TbI nymaeiws, bl 41 Kya Momii Obl O4yBCTBOBAaTh KaKUE-TO
N3MEHEeHN:?

BupHa KHBHYJa, INUPOKO paclaxHyB HECYACTHBIE IMa3a.

— MbI HY B 4€M He yBepeHbl. UTo-TO 4yBCTBYEM, H, MOXET, TPUYMHOM
sToro spisercs ['opa... A MOXET, U HeT.

HeoxxunanHo B pasrosop BcTynui Csm bproctep, kauaromuiics na
CHJICHUH 4yTb Bblllle BUpHBEL.

—Topa, BoT re Bce oTBeThl, KepH. A cuuTalo, 4T0 MBI HE MOXKEM OBITh
B 6€30NaCHOCTH, TIOKa HE U3YYHM €e€.

— B 6e3onacHocTi! — MpauHO BocknukHya KepH. — Eciu 6B Thl BU-
JeT TO XK€, YTO BUZEN 51, TO HUKOIZA He cKa3ai Obl 3TOro.

— Ceituac Bce 3TO HEBaXXHO, — cka3aia Kya, moBepHyBIINCh U yCTa-
BUBLIMCH HA HUX CBOMM €IWHCTBEHHBIM CHMHHMM Ia3oM. — CMmotpure!
Bon onu!

KEPH PE3KO nosepnyincs, HO ykasywoiwwmii nanen Kya npocie-
JWJ TOCTAaTOYHBIM OOBsicHeHHeM U Ans Onuu ¢ 'epaom. Jlpoxs Boi-
HeHUs mpodexalna no Bceil rpynmne neTyHoB. Ha MrHoBeHue TeMIl ux
3aMeJTHIICS, OfTHOBPEMEHHO, 6€3 BCAKOrO COMacoBaHUsA, TOUHO TaK e,
KaK CMHXPOHHO JIETaeT CTasi T, He 00LaoWuxcs Np1 3TOM ApYT C
Jpyrom.

Ho Ha ropusoHTe, xyaa ykasbsiBayia Kya, He ObIJI0 HUYEro BUHO.

— 51 BuxKy uX niepBbie pAnbl, — ckazana Kya. — OHM 4TO-TO HECyT, HO
s He moiiMy, uto. Kpyrnble ceTyarsie ITYky, OnecTsinue, Kak MpoBoja.
ConHiie Tak M cBepKaeT Ha HUX.

KepH 6bIcTpo nepeckasai 3to Onun.

— HoBoe opyxwue, — orBetnina Onus. — S xaana storo. JlocratouHo
CKOPO MBI Y3HAeM, 4TO 3TO TAKOE.

OHa B3MaxHyna KpbUIbSIMU M B3JIeTeNa Haj IpyMnoi, oleHNBaroLe
[A/19 Ha BCeX.

— MbI leTuM cnuiixoM MenneHHo, KepH, — cka3ana oHa 3aTeM, CBep-
KHYB Ha Hero miazamu. — Baw apyr paneH. OH Tsxenslii. OH TOPMO3UT
Hac. U Ba yenoBeka He CMOTYT M3-3a HETO Y4acTBOBATh B CPAKEHUHU,
ecny Hac A0roHart. S aymaro... — OHa clenana Bblpa3sUTENbHbIHA XKeCT
PYKOMH BHU3.

— Her! — BocknukHyn KepH. — OH caMblii MOWIHBIA U3 Hac, €CIH
TOJIBKO YACTCsl ero pa3OyAuTb.

— Hy, Tak OH ymageT nepBbIM, €ciiy NPUAET Takas HyXkJa, — oTpes3ana
Onusi. — Ho noka 4To nogoxaeM.
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OHa BBIKPUKHYJIA I'PyIIE KaKyl0-TO KOMaHIy, U BOCEMb MY>KYMH TyT
K€ pa3BepHYNUCH U noneTenu Hazan. KepH cMOTpes, Kak OHM POBHO,
6e3 maseiiniero c6os, nepexBaTuid NOCTPOMKM IJIETEHbIX CUAEHUH Y
TeX, KTO HeC UX yXe JaBHO.

— A teneps Bnepea! — ckazana dmus. — B ['Hesno!

Onu ObUIM y)ke TMOYTHU Haj 3yOuaThiMHM XOJMaMH, Ile HaXOAUJIOCh
yOexxullle NpecTyHUKOB, KOIJja Ha TOPU30HTE MOABUIUCH NIEPBbIE 1lIe-
peHru BparoB. berseupl noneTtenu HU3KO, UCMONb3YA sl NPUKPLITUS
XOJIMBI U JI€PEBbs, U, HECMOTPSl Ha HOLLY, JIETENU OBICTPO, MOUTH TaK
e ObICTPO, KaK U MpeciieoBaTeN!, Tak KaKk Bpard yTOMUJIUCH 3a BpeMs
HOYHOIO nepenera.

Ho oHu eie He nobpanuch 10 ybexuina, Korna HarnoaHEHHbIH COJH-
LIEM BO3/yX pa3opBall 3ByK rOpHa, BLICOKHMI U SICHBIH, U €ro TYT XKe 3a-
DJIYLIWIT PEB MHOXKECTBA IVIOTOK, KOTZIa Bpard yBUAEIH CBOKO JOOBIYY.

Ho Onus Obuia criokoiiHa.

—I'epa, — ckazana oHa, — Thl OBeJeLIb HAc?

— Her! — nposopyan Tot. — IlyTh MaeT oauH u3 kanutaHoB. MHe
GosbLie MO Aylle Apaka.

— Torpa ocrasaiics, — cka3zana mus.

OHa KpuKHyna pacrnops>KeHUe NepefHeMy 4YesoBeKy. Temnepb OHH
JIETENM C TaKOi CKOPOCTBIO, C KakOil TONbKO MOIIM HECTU MX Kpblibi,
K IPOMEXYTKY MEXAY IByMsl BbICOKUMM TEMHbIMM XOJIMaMH, 3a KO-
TopeIMM KepH yBHAEN XaoC HCKanedeHHbIX ckall. Bce aTo moxomuno
Ha mpejaBepus [EHCTBYIOLIEro BYJKaHa, W, MO Mepe NpUbIKeHHs,
HaBCTpedy MM HECIUCh BOJIHBI TeMja U CTPaHHBIX MeETaJUIMYECKUX
3anaxos.

— B 3THX X01Max ecTh 110BUTbIE BO3AYLIHbIE TEYEHUS, — Pa3BOpauU-
Basch, ckaszana KepHy Onus. — MHorue Ham noru6iu, npexae 4eM Mbl
oTbickanu Oe3onacHblil MpoxoA. 3aTo Tenepsb Y Hac eCTh yOexuile, Kyaa
HUKTO HE CMOXXET IIPOHUKHYTh, €CJIM Yy HETO HET MPOBOJHUKA. ..

Ona Bapyr pe3ko 3amonuana. KepH omisiHyacs Ha Hee W yBUAeJ, Kak
Onust BAPYT NOKa4HYJach B MOJIETE, PE3KO OTKUHYJIA FOJIOBY Ha3aj, Tak
YTO CTaNO BUAHO €€ ropiio, ocjenuTensHo 6enoe Ha ¢oHe ronydoro
Heba. A 3aTeM OHa MoJiya KaMHeM IoJieTella BHU3.

U Bpems octanoBunock ais KepHa. 3aMepsio Bce, XOJMBI C TUIBIBY-
LIMM HaJ HUMU apoM, UX JeTdAllas rpynna U KpoHbl AepeBbeB, KObl-
myiuecs Ha Betepke. KepH Buaen nepBble psibl HalBUraKOLIErocs
Bpara, TOXX€ HEMOJBHXHO 3aBUCLIME B MPOCTPAHCTBE, U TOJIBKO MX
KPUKH IIyMOM OTAABaUCh B ylIax.

OH TaioKe OYeHb ACHO yBUen O0blLMe OBajlbl OPYXKHUsl, KOTOPOE OHU
Hecnu ¢ coboil, u cBeT, GecTAluii Ha CIOKHOI BA3U 4ero-To, HaroMu-
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HaIOLIero rnepenyTaHHbie nMpoBoAa. OH yBHZEN KOHYC CBETa, BBHIPBaB-
muics u3 Onmkaiiero opana, KOTOpbI KOCHYJICS elle OHoro Oerneria.

Bce 3acTbuto Ha MHI, M 3aTeM MHr 3TOT mpoiuen. KepH punyscs 3a
najaroueit dnueit efBa M He OBICTpee, UeM OHa 3aMonyasna, o0orHan
ee U nofiMall CHU3Y pyKaMu CIIUHY ¥ HEMOJBUKHBIE KPbUIbS.

Hag HuM pe3kuM ronocom BbikpukuBan npukassl ['epa. Korna Kepu
MOAHAJICA K OCTAJILHBIM CO CBOEH HOLIEH, TO YBUJIEN MPOBOJHUKA KPbI-
JIaThIX JIFONEH, CKPbIBAIOLIUIICS B paclleIMHe MEeXXAY ABYMs XOJIMaMH H
BeyLuMii 32 co60H Te mapbl, KOTOPbIE HECIN MYTAHTOB.

3areM BO3QYX HAMONHUN JMKHUHA pPEeB U OMMYLIMTENBHOE XJIONAHbE
KpbUIbEB, KOrAa Bpar Hamnan Ha HUX. OHu ObUIM BOKPYT NoBcrony, KepH
BUJIEN UCKAXKEHHbIE, OCKAJIEHHbIE, BONILME ilia U Oneck Hoxel B uX
pyKax.

KepHa npoH3una cTpaHHas 1 OHOBPEMEHHO XyTKasi MbICib, UTO Be-
JIeT uX He OoObIYHAs YesioBeueckas HeHaBUCTb, a APOCTHAs, HO HeMo-
HATHas BpaxaeOHocTb ['opel. Minu ata HagBUraoomascs Tonna 3Haer, 3a
4TO cpaxkaercsi? MoXeT, OHH MCKpPEHHE CUUTAIOT, YTO SPOCTh UX COO-
CTBEHHas, a HEe BHYILEHHas UM 4YJOBULIHON ropoii, npeBparuBluel Ux
B 6e31yMHbIE aBTOMATHI?

Konyc cBera nponeren Mumo KepHa, 4yTb He KOCHYBLIMCh KOHUUKOB
€ro KpbUIbE€B, H Nnonaj MEXAay KpblUlaMH JIETALICTO NneEpe] HUM YEJTIOBEKaA.
ToT cynopoxxHO 3aTpsiccs, BBHITHYJICS Ha3aJ M 3aTeM PyXHYJ BHH3, Ha
CEKYHJy EpeA 3THM 3aCThbIB B BO3yXe. Kpblibs y HEro CloXHINCh, KakK
1y Dnuu, ¥ YenoBek ucues u3 nons 3peHus Kepha.

T'EP OTYASTHHO xectukynupoan KepHy, onpoMeTunBO HOCACH
Ha pbDKUX KpbUIbAX MPSAMO MEpel BparaMu, U B pyKax y Hero CBepKaiu
HOXH, TOTOBBIE BOH3UTHCHA B JIOOOTO, KTO OKaXETCA B UX JOCIraeMo-
c¢Ti. OH XpHIJIO BbIKPMKUBAN Kakue-TO NMpHKa3bl, MOYTU HE CIbILIHbIE
B 'pOMe MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX KPBIILEB U PEBE BParoB, XKaXIyLUHX KPOBH.

[Tocnennue u3 rpynnsl GernenoB BieTeNu B paciuenuny, Kepu Obu1
MOYTU MO3aAU BCEX, INOCKOJBbKY €ro pyku OTTArMBaja AparolieHHas
Howa. Bo3xyx 6611 monoH usrubaromuxces crpyek napa, u KepH, npak-
TUYECKH, NTEpeCTall YTO-TO BUAETH. OH ObUI CIOBHO B XKYTKOM KOILLIMape,
[OJIyOCNIENUIMIA OT AIOBUTBIX UCIAPEHNH, MONYOINIOXLINH OT XJIONaHbs
KPBUIbEB U pEBa YEJOBEUECKUX roflocoB. OH MOr JIMILIE CJEA0BaTh 32
CIUHOM YesloBeKa, JIETALIEro BIEpeaH, KOTOpOro ObUI0 CMYTHO BHAHO
CKBO3b TyMaH. OJIMsl HEMOABUMCHO JieXKaJla Y HEro Ha pyKax, KpbUlbs ee
OOMSKIIY ¥ CBUCATH BHU3.

[Tocnenuum, uro KepH yBuzaen, omisiHyBIINCh, 061 ['epa, roToBbIi
[OCJIe10BaTh 32 OCTaJIbHBIMU B paclleNMHy, HO 3a/epikaBliuiics, npu-
KpbIBasi OTXO. 3aTteM, B nosympake, KepH yBunen eme ABoUX Kpbuia-
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TBIX, CTICLIALIMX 32 HUM, IBOUX, HECYILUX TSXKEJIO Harpy>keHHoe IJieTe-
HOE CUJICHHE.

Onu Hecnu Bproca Xannama. Dnus Gbuia npasa. bproc 6bu1 cnuiu-
KOM TSDKEIT, YTOOBI JIETYHBI MOTJIM HECTHU €ro I0CTaTo4Ho ObicTpo. Ode-
BUJIHO, OHM OTCTAJM MO JOpPOTe U TONBKO TeTepb CyMeNld COKpaTHTh
paccTosHHe.

Ho cnacer nu ux 310?

Hecmotps Ha cBoto Houy, KepH ocraHoBuiics u obepHyncs Haszal.
OH yBuzen, kak 'epa xecTamMu TOPONUT OTCTABUIMX M YCHbIIAJ €ro
JMKHE KPUKH.

— Bbpocaiite ero! — Bonun I'epa. — bpocaiite ero u neture!

Ho npexnae, 4eM Te ycnenu NoBMHOBATbCs, U3 TyMaHa BblpBajics Oe-
JIbIl KOHYC OTHS M HaKpbUI U JIETYHOB, U X HOILY.

He 65110 HU Maneiiniero 3Byka, He CYMTas IIyMa, M371aBaeMoro Tpe-
cneoparensiMu. M B 3Toi TUIINMHE JIETYHBI eille Tapy MIHOBEHHI CKOJIb-
3WIH B BO3AYyXe, O-NPeXXHEMY He BblIlyCKasi CBOIO HOLLY... a 3aTe€M Bbl-
POHMIIM ee.

U Bce Tpoe ucyes3Nnd B MOJHUMAIOUIEMCS] BHU3Y TyMaHe.

KepHn noneren ganpuie ¢ Dnueit Ha pykax.

JlyHOBEeHHUE TropsLIero napa yxainuiao ero Ho3Apu u OrHeM O00OXIIIO
Jerkue. Dnus MOYTU HEBHIHOCUMbIM BECOM OTTArMBana emy cnabero-
LiMe pyKH.

Kanmnss, 3agpixasch, JyMasi, 4TO Kax /bl B3MaxX KpbUibeB OyIeT mo-
crneHuM, KepH ynpsamo fietesn Brepes 3a 4eT0BEKOM BIIepeiH, ero eJ1H-
CTBEHHBIM NMPOBOJHHKOM B 3TOM SIOBUTOM BO3AYLIHOM JIaOMpHUHTE.
['opsiure BocxoAsLMe MOTOKM MOAXBATHAM ero U OpocUiiM HaBepX, HO
TYT Xe BCTPEUYHbIE TE€UEHMs] OTMPABWIM BHU3, Ha OKazaBLIMECS BApPYT
onacHo ONIM3KO YepHble 3yOuarbie X0aMbl. KepH moHuMan, 4To Ha Takoi
CKOPOCTH OH HE MEePeXKUBET U MaJIeH1lIero kKacaHus K 3TUM CKaJiaM.

A ytpara Bproca Obina naxe 6onee Tskenoi Hollel, yeM BecC He-
noaBuxkHo# Onuu. [1oToMy YTO OAMH JHLb Bproc MOr OTKPbLITH ABEpH,
4TOOBI BCE OCTaJIbHbIE MOMANU B MOAXOAALIME 1711 HUX MUPbL. 1 Ha TH
cTpaHHble TallaHThl Bptoca KepH Bozmaran cBor Hagexay Ha ocBOOO-
XJIeHUe 3[IeIIHEero MHpa OT ero MCKOHHOTO Bpara.

Jpinars, apimars. .. Bee Mpinel Kepra 6onenu ot gonroro nosnera,
JIErKUe XKI10, B FOJI0BE MyTUIOCD.

Konery kouimapa HacTynun 6e3 Besikoro npenymnpexaenus. CexyHay
Ha3ajl OH elle JieTes NPaKTU4YeCKU BCIEMyIO Yepe3 BOCXOAALIME TOTOKU
napa, a B CICAYIOLUM MUT OKa3aJics B YUCTOM, HEMOABUIKHOM BO3ZIyXe,
a BHU3Y Obu1 60J1b1LIOH MIOCKUH BBICTYN cKalbl. KpbLiaTble toau BHU3Y
Jieflany eMy JKecThbl ClycKaTbes, U KepH OCTOpOXHO, Ha HEBBIHOCUMO

140



HOIOIIMX KPBUIbAX, CIYCTWICS H OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICA MOJOIIBaMH
CKaJIbL.

Korna oH mepeHec Bec ¢ KpbUIbEB Ha HOI'M, DU Y HEro Ha pykax
BAPYT 3akanuisna. B3aporuys, KepH misHyn Ha Hee, OT yAUBJIEHUS 3a-
6618 000 BceM. OH Belb ObLT yBEpeH, YTO OHa yMepia WM yMHUpPAET.
Ho 3Onus otkpblna masa, cneno B3risHyJIa Ha HEro U CHOBAa OIyCTMIIA
pecuuusbl. Ilo kpaitHeii Mepe, oHa Bce ewie Oblia XKUBa.

Kepna ob6cTynmuu nroau U3 ee oTpsaAa U OCTOPOXKHO MPUHAJIM Y Hero
Onuto. KepH ¢ n000nbITCTBOM OCMaTpUBaCs, Clieys 3a TEMH, KTO HeC
O BBICTYITY CKalbl DJIHO.

Brniepenu oTkpbulach Bbicokas apka BXOZa MeIlepbl, BeyLIero NpsaMo
B 4YEpHYIO CKajy, a BbICTYN Mepe] IHeuiepoi Toxe Obll YyroabHO yep-
Hblii. Hax BBICTYNOM, KOTOpPBIiT OBUT Ha BHICOTE COTHH METPOB, BO3YX
ObUI CHIOKOEH, He KPYTUIOCh HUKAKUX ANOBUTHIX CTPYH mapa, XOTd UX
ObLIO HEMano BOKPYT CKajlbl, OHM M3rnbanucs HaBepxy, 00pasys He4To
BpO/I€ HaBecCa, 3aKphIBAIOLLETO Bce HEOO, 3a UCKITIOYEHUEM CITyHYalHbIX
YUCTBIX KJIOUKOB B BbllIMHE. Bee 3TO HanoMmHaso cpeJHeBEKOBYIO Kap-
TUHY AJa, KyJa XOpOLIO BINUCBIBAJTACh U TOJNNA BCTPEYAOLIUX HOBO-
NPHOBIBIINX KPbUIATBIX JItOJE# ¢ MpaYHbIMH JTIMLAMHU.

MyTtanTtbl yxe Obut cpeau Hux. KepH pacckazan um o6 ytpare
Bploca, HO HE CTaJl 3a0CTPATh HA 3TOM BHUMAaHW4, 605Ch HAaHECTH CMEp-
TOHOCHBIH yJap 1o HaJe)KAaM OCTaNbHBIX, a, MOXKET, 1 CBOUM COOCTBEH-
HbIM, €CJIU 3TOT MUP OyZeT OKOHYaTeNILHO OTJaH BO BiacTb paboB [opbl.

HukTo M3 MyTaHTOB He cka3asl HU cioBa. [loteps Gpina ouresomis-
IOLE M TOpEeCTHOM, MaJieHbKOE MevalbHOe JTMYUKO BupHbI cTan eiue
6nennee, a 6onbioi rony6oii ma3s Kya 3anonxuics ciesamu, 4 OHa oT-
BepHynack. CaMm bproctep uto-to npoiuentan, u Ha cekyHy KepH yBu-
JieJT, KaK 3afieprajuch BTOPUYHbIE BEKH €r0 IV1a3, Kak Aeprajiuch BCEraa,
koraa Cam Obln B rope M B SpOCTH.

— CamMm! — pe3ko ckazan KepH.

JInio Cama nepenepHysoch, U OH OTBEPHYJICS, CHOBA 3aKpbIBasi BTO-
pUUHBIE BEKU.

Onus nexana B Neliepe Ha CONOMEHHOM Marpace MOA PacTAHYThIM
TEMHO-KPAaCHBIM TCHTOM. B pr6OM KaMCHHOM yFJ'ly6JIeHl/II/I ropen
OrOHb, €ro TEIMJI0 OTPAKANOCh OT TeHTa ¥ oborpeano jaexanky. Koraa
KepH nogpomien, KTo-To kak pa3 oJHeC K ee rybaM MUCKY € AbIMsILIERCs
JKHJIKOCTBIO.

KepH cMoTpen, kak OHa MEAJIEHHO MbeT. 3aTeM DNusl OTKUHYJIACh Ha
MOXYIIKH, HO T1a3 He 3aKpblia, orIsjena coOpaBIIKXCs BOKPYT MyX-
YHH, U JIMLIO €€ CTaJI0 PO30BETh. Yepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMs OHO YK€ CTaJlo
00BIHYHOrO L{BETA, DK NPOKALLIAIACH U CeNa.

— JlanHo, — cka3ana oHa. — MHe yxe nyuuie. Kak Hamm fena?
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KepH kopoTko pacckasal ei.

—T'epa? — cpocuna oHa, KOrzia OH 3aKOHYUIIL.

Jlronu BompoCHTENBHO NOMAAeny Apyr Ha Apyra. Ilo mewepe npo-
Heccs LIeNIecT ToyiocoB. I'epaa HukTo He Buaen. Kro-to pacnpaBun Ts-
JKeJible KPbUIbsl, OIHSJICS MO/ MOTOJIOK MeIEPhl U NMOJETEN K BbIXOAY.
Ho I'epaa naiiti He mornu. Jluwo Oauu noTeMHeENo.

— Jlyduie Ob1 MBI MOTEpsUIN 1BaALATh Yel0OBeK, 4eM lepaa, — pesko
ckazajia oHa. — Thl FOBOPHILB, YTO OH JieTel 3a To60H, Kepu? U1 ThI He
crblian 3ByKoB 00pbObl, 1 HUKAKOro wyma?

KepH nokayai rojioBo#.

— TpynHo cka3zaTb. MHe Moka3anoch, 4TO OH ClieflyeT 3a MHOM. I1o-
cneaHee, YTo s BUJEN, 9TO Kak Bproc U ero HOCUJIBLIMKY KaMHEM na-
JIaloT BHU3.

JINA 3AKYCHUIA ry6y.

— Mue Tak xanb! Ham BceM OyneT ero He xBarats. OH ObIl1 CaMbIM
xpabpbIM M3 HAC M CaMbIM BEpPHBIM. Sl 3Hana ero BCEro JIMIb Iof, HO
TOJIbKO TeNepb MOHA, KAK MHOTOE 3aBUCEJIO OT €ro Cy>AeHUH. .. — OHa
pesko npepaana cebs. — Hy, TyT Hu4ero yxxe He nopenaeis. [{ymato, B
HEro MOMaJi 3T KOHYChI cBeTa. IHTepeCcHO, Kak OHU ACHCTBYIOT? — OHa
COrHyJNa KpbUlbs U AJ1s IPOBEPKU Hanpsma Mblillibl. — KaskeTcs, yaapsbl
nydeit o0xonsarcsa 6e3 mocnenctBuii. HaBepHoe, nmoaduteie nmorudaror
JIMIIbL OT NaJeHus ¢ BbICOTHI. [1o kpaiiHeil Mepe, HaM MOBE3J10, UTO MbI
obouunuck 6e3 6onee xyalwnx norepb. — OHa NOAHANACH Ha HOTH, TIOMO-
TaJia roJIoBO#, pacnpaBiiia KpbUlbs U Napy pa3 HeyBEpeHHO B3MaxXHyNa
UMM, 4yTh-4yTh He MOJHSABIUKCHL B BO3AYX. — Bpoae ObI Bce B mopsiake.
— Dnus npoTsAHyNa pyKd K OrHIO, MOTOMY YTO B neuiepe ObL10 CbIpo U
xoJionHO. — ['opa pa3rHeBaHa, — ckaszaja oHa. — M He TONbKO U3-3a Ha-
niero Hadera Ha ropoji Hacjiaja OHa Ha Hac LieJlylo apmuio. bbina ewe
u O6ypsa. S nymato, KepH, uto ['opa 3Haet, yTo Bbl 34€Ch, U IbITAETCS
YHUYTOXHUTH UMEHHO Bac. Thl He 3Haellb, noyeMy?

VY KepHa uMenuch Koe-kakue HeonpeAeneHHble THNoTe3bl, O4EHb He-
ACHbIE, YTOObI UX ObLIO MOXXHO Bblpa3uTh cioBamu. [1o3ToMy OH nuLb
nokayvaii royiooit. Toraa Dnus paccMesnacsh.

—T'epa Tak 1 He cran AoBepATb BaM. Ecnu Obl oH ceiiuac Obl1 3aech,
TO cKa3aj Obl, UTO 3TO MIMEHHO M3-3a Bac Bpar ONOJIYHIICS MPOTUB HAaC.
OH cka3a Obl, YTO BaC HY>KHO YCTPaHHUTb, U TOIIAa BCE CTAHET, Kak mpe-
)kpae. — [onoc ee BHe3anmHo cTan TBEPAbIM U pelIUTENbHBIM. — ECTb N
XOT# OJIHA MPUYKHA, TO4YeMY 5 He JOJDKHA C/AeNaTh 3T0?

KepH B pacTepssHHOCTH YCTaBHWJICS Ha Hee.

— Ecau Tbl camMa He BMJUIIb TaKUX... — Hayajl ObUIo OH, HO DJus ero
npepBaa.
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— Tel cnac Moo XH3Hb, — MPHU3HAJIA OHA, — HO MBI HE CEHTUMEHTAJIb-
HbIi HapoA. Mbl He MOXEM IO3BOJUTH cebe MUHAaNbHU4YaTh. Eciu
Ballle IPUCYTCTBHE YrpoxaeT Hailleii o0Leil 6e301macHOCTH — s He MOTy
MOTBOPCTBOBaTh COOCTBEHHOMY 4YYBCTBY ONarofapHOCTH, MOABEpras
OIacHOCTH cBOMX Jrofeit. Kaxablit U3 Hac JOMXKEH CIY>KHTh YCUIEHUIO
rpymnnsl, MHa4Ye Bce NOorubHyT. — OHa noxasa reyaMmu. — Thl coiieuis
3a Hofila, HO Kak HacueT TBOUX JApy3ei? MoryT oHu ypaBHOBECUTH TO,
YTO MPUKOBAHBI K 3eMie?

— 51 nymaro, MoryT. HaBepHsika MoryT, Onus, — otBeTu KepH. — Ecnu
MBI HE CyMeeM CoBnafarthb ¢ [opoi, To 1 JyMaro, 4To, 1o KpaiiHe# Mepe,
Mbl, MyTaHTbl, 06peueHb!l. Hale npubbiTue HapyLmnio 6ananc B Baliem
mupe, [opa 3HaeT 310 u cTpemMuTcs u3daBUTLCA OT Hac. [la, Mbl moTe-
pssn nydiuero u3 Hac, bptoca Xannsma. C ero nomMouibio Mbl HaBep-
Hsika cMOITIK Obl OTKPBITO BLICTYNUTH NPoTUB ['0pkl. be3 Hero Bece Oyaer
TpyaHee. — KepH nomopuunics. — Bcnomuy, Mot ¢ BupHoit Beixonunu Ha
CBAI3b C... C TE€M, YTO ABnsgeTcsa [opoil. Mbl 3HaeM, ¢ yeM umeeM zieno, U
s He By Apyroro Beixona. JInbo yorem, 6o norubHeM camu.

— Kepn, — pa3nancs 3a ero cnuHoii HexxHblii ronoc Kya.

OH noBepHyJca. Dnus TOXE MOBEPHYJach, U KpaelkoM niaza KepH
yBHJIEN, KaK €e Ha MUT nepeAepHyo npu Buze auua Kya.

Bonbuoii rony6o#i mas Kya, cusiromnii U kaxyuuiics 6e350HHBIM,
yCTaBWICA Ha KAMEHHYIO CTEHY BBIlE MMIIPOBHU3MPOBAHHOIO oOwyara.
Jluo ee O6bUIO COCPENOTOYEHO M OFAHOBPEMEHHO OTCTPAaHEHO, CIIOBHO
OHa HaXoJuNach Iie-To JaleKo.

— Kepn! — noBropuna ona. — Crozna nerat moau. MHoro mogeid. Mue
Ka)KeTcst, 9TO Te, KTO MpecienoBan Hac cHapyxu. — OHa 3akonebanach,
OBICTPO B3NIAHYJA B IULO DJINH, 3aTeM CHOBa cOKycHUpoBalia a3 Ha
TBEPAOH CTEHE.

— Tot Buaub ux, Kya? — Bocknuknyn KepH. — Tbl 310 nmeews B
Buay? Ho Thl moHMMaelb, YTO MIAUILb He BAanb, Kya? Tel cMoTpuilb
B KAMEHHYIO CTeHy!

Korna Kya noBepHynach k HEMY, JIMLO €€ BbIIAJAENO NOTPACEHHbIM,
¥ OJJHOTO 3TOTO ObLIO YXKE JOCTAaTOYHO.

— S1!.. — BbIIOXHYNA OHA. — Takoro HUKOrAA... elle He OBUIo Impexe.
KepH, sT0 mpaBaa, Mbl Bce u3MmeHsemcs. M3amensemcs ObicTpee, yem
yCIeBaeM 3TO OCO3HATh... Teneps s MOTy BUAETh CKBO3b KaMEHb.

OHa CHOBa MOBEpHYJach U ycTaBuia cBOH Oe3qOHHBIN IMa3 Tyna,
KyZla HUKOTJa ellle He NPOHUKAJ YesioBeueckuil B3op 6e3 moMoluy Xu-
TPOYMHBIX MpHOOPOB.

— OHuM NeTAT croAa, — cka3ana oHa. — JIeTAT CkBO3b TyMaH TeM My TeM,
KaKkuM NPUIIETENN Mbl.

KepH 6picTpo nepena ee cioBa DUy, MU pe3Ko MoJanach Brepes.
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— JletsaT uepe3 nabupuHT? — 3akpuyana oHa. — Ho 3To ke HeBO3-
MOoxHO! HUKTO HE MOXET MpoiiTH TeM myTeM 6e3 NpoBogHUKOB. OHU He
CMOTYT MPOMTH Npex/e, 4eM OyayT OTpaBleHbl ra3aMy.

— Y HUX ecTb NPOBOAHMK, — ckasana Kya cTpaHHO TUXUM ronocoM,
CHOBa YCTPEMUB CBOH NMpHCTaIbHBIA B30p Ha Onuto. — VX BeieT TBOM
npyr. T'epa.

ITIABA V1. Ilpeoamenscmeo

B IIEHIEPE na Mruoeenue Bouapuiach UCIyraHHas TULIKMHA, KOraa
KepH 3akonumnn nepeBoauts ciopa Kya. 3arem Havancsa 6eanam. Okpy-
JKalLye JII0AU, A0 CUX NOp CTOsBLUME MOJYA, B30pBallaCh HEroaylo-
mMMH KpukaMmu. Kro-To u3 Hux cran BeicMenBaTh ciosa Kya, kTo-To
NpokJIMHaTh ['epaa. Dnus pe3ko 3acTaBuia BCEX 3aTKHYThCS.

— 51 TeGe He Bepro, — pOBHBIM rOJIOCOM CKa3ajia oHa. — ['epa He npenai
Onbl Hac.

Kya noxana nneuyamu.

— BBI JOMKHBI IPUTOTOBUTHCS BCTPETHTH MX, — CKa3ajla OHa.

Onus Ha MCHOBEHHMeE JIMIIUIIACh CaMo00iaAaHmsl.

—Ho s He... 310 He MoxeT 6bITh ['epa! Tonbko He oH! KepH, kak Mbl
MOXKEM UX BCTpeTHTh? VX 5ke cTo K olHOMY HauieMmy! DTo ObII0 HALIUM
nocnenHuM yoexuiuem. Ecnu oHu nobepyTes crona — Bce notepsiHo!

— OHM He 3HalOT, 4TO MBI XXAEM MX, — cka3an KepH. — B 3Tom Haiue
€IMHCTBEHHOE NpeuMyluecTso. HyXHO MakCMMallbHO WCMONb30BaTh
ero. [To nopore ectb kakoe-HUOyAb MECTO, FTOAHOE TS 3acazbl?

Dnus nokauasna rojioBoil.

— Crona BeneT Tosibko oauH myTh. M I'epa 3HaeT ero gaxe myuuie,
yeM 5. — Kpbinbs ee 06BHCIIH, OHA BAJIO YCTaBUJIAaCh Ha OTOHb. — BOT 1
KOHell conpoTuBieHus ['ope, — cka3ana oHa. — Hacran aens, korna Ouna
BeIMrpaeT 3Ty 60pnrOy. Hukoro u3 Hac He octaHeTcs B XUBBIX. [epn!
[Tpocto noBeputs He Mory!

— Tobl mymaeus, 3to ['opa? — cipocun KepH.

— A 4to xe ewe? OH nmpoulen BCe HallM UCMbITAHUS U MPOBEPKH,
— a cpeld HUX ObUIM OYEHb )KECTOKHE, — HO KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM cyMmel
CKPBITH OT Hac npasay. OH sBisics paboM ['Opsl U BbIHYXIEH ObIT MO-
BUHOBATHCS €€ MPUKa3aM.

— Dt0 Bce nokasbiBaeT! — BocknukHyn KepH. — [Touemy ['opa o6py-
WIKMJIach Ha BaC UMEHHO CErofHs, ecnu eil Heyero Ob110 60aThCA? Thi ro-
BOpHU1lb, [epa npoObLI ¢ BaMu Lenbiid rog. 3HauuT, [opa Moma yaapuThb
B mo6oe Bpems. Ho oHa uero-To xaana... Kakoil-To upe3BbluaiiHoii cu-
Tyaiu. Ml BOT oHa — upe3BblyaiiHas cuTyauus. A pa3 OHa UCHyrajiach
Hac, 3Ha4MT, Mbl B 4EM-TO CHJIbHEe ee. Bo3MoXxHoO...
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Peub ero npeppain qoHecHIMiiCs U3 TyMaHa 3By4YHBIH 3Byk ropHa. KepH
pe3ko noBepHyJcs. ['onoc ero yroHysn B rpo3HoM ponoTe ronocos. Llym
KPbUTBEB HAMONHUI Ielepy, oriyuias coOpaBLIMXCs B Heil, BCIBIXHYII
OrOHb B O4are, 3arpsaccs U pyXHYJ KpacHbIi OJIOr HaBeca DKM, a cama
Onusi pUHYNach BMECTE C OCTAIBHBIMHU K BBIXOAY, Ha 3alUTY YOEKHILA.

Bnenurie nuua Kya u Bupasl o6patunucs k Kepny. Ctost nozany Hux,
CoaM Bprocrep Toxe BONPOCUTENBHO [szeN Ha Hero. KepH 6bicTpo cka-
3aJl UM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT.

— BBl JOMKHBI JOXKUAATBCS 31€Ch, — cka3an oH. — He 3Hato, ueM Bce
3aKOHUYHUTCS, HO B mellepe Bl Oynere B Oolblleil 6e30MacHOCTH, 4eM
CHapYXH.

CoM ynbIOHYNICS MpauHO#, y>KacHO#H ybIOKOM.

— 51 mory nomoub, — HannoMHuJ OH KepHy. — S Toxe noiay Hapyxy.

BmecTe oHM HampaBWINCH K BbIXOAY U3 meiepbl. CHapyXH Toxe
CTOSUT UIYM, HO IIyM OPraHU30BaHHBIA. PSIbI KpBIIAaThIX BBUIMBAIHMCH
U3 BbIXOJIa U B OXKWJAHUH 3aBUCAJIH HABEPXY. YacTh U3 HUX Dnus oThnpa-
BHJIa B pe3epB, X0Ts 3T0 U Gbuio Ge3HanexHoe Aeno. He ycnena oHa 3a-
KOHYMTh, KaK TOPH MPO3BYYajl CHOBA, 10 0COOEHHOMY TOPXKECTBYIOLIE,
Y MepBbIE Bpard NpOpBaBIUKCH Yepe3 Byaslb TYMaHa, pUHYIHCh HA HUX.

— Bor Buamius, — ckazana Dnus KepHy ynaBwum ronocom. — OHH
HaraJaroT Ha Hac B OTKPBITYI0, YTOOBI MOOBICTpee Bce 3aKOHUMTh. OHU
JlaKe 1y HaM NpeaynpexxaeHue, YToObl Mbl UX M Iai, HACTOJIbKO OHH
yBEpeHbl B CBOEM [TPEBOCXOACTBE.

C xpas BbICTYNa, CBepKas KMH)KaNaMH, MOAHANIACh BOJIHA 3aLUTHU-
KOB, YTOGOBI BCTPETUTh MPUOBIBIINX. A BbILLE Hee BTOpas BOJHA PUHY-
nach B 60#i. Uepes HECKOJILKO CEKYHA, B YCTbe BO3AYILUHOrO MpOXO/a,
yepe3 KOTOpbIii BIMBAJICS Bpar, Hayajlach KpoBaBas CXBaTka.

— MbI MOXeM CHEpKUBATh UX MUHYT NATh, — ckazana Onus. — [Tocne
4ero Hac IMpPOCTO 3aXJIECTHYT.

U KepH BriepBbie yBHAEN, KaK CPaXatoTcs Kpbliarele moau. [uxu-
pys 1o scTpeduHoMy, OoliLibl Hamajalu Ha BParoB, Aepxa CBEpKatoLLHe
KUHKallbl 1107, 0COOBIM YIVIOM, TIPH KOTOPOM HEMpeMEHHO OyaeT HaHe-
CeH YPOH KpbUIBSM-MBILILAM, U TOTAA >KEPTBa IPOCTO OECMOMOILHO
pyXHeT HazeMb. OJIHOTO pa3pe3a KHHXKAIOM M0 'PYAHBIM MbILILIAM OBIT
JIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI BHIBECTH KPBLIAToro u3 6os.

Ho ecnu HaMeuyeHHas >kepTBa 3aMeuana, YTO CBEpXy HamajaeTr mpo-
TUBHUK, TO[AA BCe CBOAMIOCH K TOMY, KTO ObIcTpee MOAHUMETCS U 3a-
fimeT BBIrOAHYIO /s HamaaeHus mno3uuuio. KepH MHOro pas Buzeln,
KakK KpbUIATBIf, MEpEeXUTPUB Bpara, OTHasHHO B3MaxuBas KpbUIbSMHU,
HOIHMMAJICS BBEPX U TYT € C TOJIOBOH HBIPSAJI B CMEPTOHOCHYIO Oy4y,
CKJIQIBIBAT KpbUIbs caM U OJOKUPOBaJ Kpblibsi NMPOTUBHUKA, TAK YTO
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00a KaMHeM HECJIUCH K 3eMJie, U Kbl 6oporics 3a To, 4ToOBI 0cBOOO-
JIUTh KPbUIbA, IOKA 3eMJIsl HE CTAHET CIUIIKOM OJIM3KO.

Ho notok BparoB uepe3 Byasib ObLi1 CIMIUKOM IUIOTHBIM, YTOObI MOXKHO
OBIIO ero OCTaHOBUTH. HeCKkoNbko MUHYT CXBaTKa Kojebanach Y yCThS
NpOX0Ja, a 3aTeM pa3BepHYJIaCh Ha3aj U BBEpX, [IOKAa BeChb CBOOOAHBIIA
OT AJOBUTHIX MCMApeHHH KyIoJ He OKa3aJiCsi 3aloJjHEHHbIM Cpakaro-
HIMMUCS JIFOIBMU, 2 BO3AYX ObII MOJIOH LIyMOM HX KPBUILEB.

— OHM MI04eMY-TO He UCIIONB3YIOT CBOU CBETOBBIC KOHYCBI, — 3aMETHJ
KepH. — 51 oxxupan 3Toro 1 roToBusicsi CrpaTarbCcs, HO MOKa 4YTO HU Y
OIHOTO U3 HaNaJallX He 3aMeTHJI 3Toro opyxus. [Touemy?

— 51 mymaro, moroMmy 4To ['Opa mocenaeT Jy4yu CBeTa, KOTOpbIE (o-
KYCUPYIOTCSl MPOBOJAMu, — OoTBeTUaa Dnust. — Tak 0OblyHO paboTaer
mo6oe ux opyxue. A ['opa He MOXeT NPOHUKHYTh CIOia Yepe3 TyMaH
U ckanbl. Tak 4TO UM NMPUXOAUTCS CPaXKATbCs BPYKOMAIIHYI0, HO OHM
1 Tak nodenat. Mix cnuiikom MHoro... KepH, B3rsiuu tyaa! Oto epa?

BI'YIIE CPAJKEHMS MenbKHYIU PbDKUE KPBLIbS U TAKUE XKE Pbl-
KM€ BOJIOCHI, KOI71a KTO-TO IPOMYaJCsl B CBUCTALIEM N0N€ETE, HO CIAMIL-
KOM OBICTPO, 4TOOBI MOXHO ObUTO pasrisaeTh. KepH MenbkoM yBuzen
TeMHO€ JIMLO U OnefHble IMasa, U eMy NO0Ka3alnoch, YTO B 3TUX IMa3ax
3aCTbUI0 CTPaJaHue, Kak U B UCKAKEHHOM JIULE.

Haxonsasicss Bo3ne Hero Dus YTO-TO BBIKPUKHYJNA, U C BbICTyMNa
MOZIHANACh BTOpasi BOJIHA KPbUIATbIX, MbITABIIMXCSA O€3HAAEKHO 3allu-
LUaTh CBOO LUTAENb.

— MpI TogHUMEMC ¢ ocNieAHEN BOJIHOM, — cKka3ayia DJIusi CBOUM JTI0-
JIM, 06epHYBLIMCH Yepe3 Iieyo. — Eie oqHa BojiHa — 1 Bce OyAeT KOH-
yeHo. Ho Mbl JOMKHBI YHHYTOXHTb Kak MOXKHO OosibLue BparoB. Y Teds
ecTb kuHxai, KepH?

[Toka oHa roBopuia, HaJl KpaeM BbICTYIa pAJOM C HUMH 3aBHC ye-
JIOBEK C KMHXAJIOM, C KOTOPOro Karana KpoBb, Kak M C IeCATKa paH Ha
ero tene. OH 3akonebalicsi B BO3AyXe, MPUCTANBHO M MUMO HUX Ha
YTO-TO B TEHHU NeELUEpbl, 3aTeM pe3KO Hampsrcs, B3epHyB NoaA00ponok
M CII0XKUB KpPblibsl, CIIOBHO OHU Oblny nospexaeHb!. [1afneHue 3aKoHyu-
Jioch OBICTPO, OH PYXHYJ y CaMbIX HOT DJUU.

MrHOBEHHO HaKJIOHUBIIMCh, DJKs BOH3UJIa €My B rOpJO CBOW KHMH-
KaJl, MpexJe 4eM yBUAesa, uTo 3TO yxe U He Tpebyerca. OHa uU3ym-
JIEHHO B3MIsiHyNa Ha KepHa.

Tot naknonuncs. B3 U3 pyku mMepreeLia CKOJb3KUI OT KPOBU KMH-
KaJl ¥ BBITEP €ro O KOXKaHYIO KypPTKY YIMaBILIETO.

— Onus, He MISAU Ha3al, — pe3ko ckazan oH. — Cam? Com!

—Bce B nopsake, KepH, — B ronoce Cama bprocrepa 3Byuyana yxacHas
panoctb. — S ceifyac He cMOTpIO.
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Onus MoiTva ycTaBuiach B inio KepHy, korzia qpyroit MyTaHT BbILIES
U3 Heuiepbl ¥ MPUCOENMHMWICA K HUM Ha Kpalo BhICTyna. Yibploka Cama
Obu1a X0JIOOHOW. BTOpHYyHbIe BEKH CKpBIBAIM €0 Ia3a, HO UX SpOCT-
HBIH Oieck oyancs qaxe yepe3 GMIsTpbl, 1 KepH Mocnemso oTeen
OT HEro B3DJIAL.

—Yro... 4TO 3TO? — 3ANMUHASACK, CTIPOCUIIA DMHs. — ITO ThI YOUI TOTO
yenoBeka?

— 51, — xonogHo otBeTUN CoM.

— Kax aro?

OH OTBepHYJCSA, MOAHSAI BBEPX JIMLO, OMIAJbIBAs LAPUBILYIO Hak
roJIOBOM CyMaToxy, rie JIOOU NMUKUPOBAJIM M B3JIE€TalIM Ha MOKPBITHIX
KPOBbIO KPbUIbAX, CTUCKUBANM JAPYr ApPyra B CMepPTEIbHBIX OOBATHAX
¥ majand Ha 3emimo. Hag kpaem BbicTyna, BCEro Juilb B HECKOJbKMX
MeTpax OT HHX, OfHA TakKas fapa Kopuujiach B CMEpPTENbHOHN CXBaTKe.
Tloka OHM CMOTpENHU, OAMH U3 HUX OCBOOOANN PYKYy U MOITHUEHOCHBIM
JBWKEHHEM BOH3UJI KMHXaJI B IPyb IPOTUBHUKA MO CAMYIO PYKOSATKY.

Ero kpbifibss pacnpaBUIMCh U HANpANIMCh B OXKUAAHUM TOIO, YTO
JOJDKHO MPOU30MTH Aasnblie. MrHOBEHUS OHM MOAJIEP)KHMBAM OOOMX.
Ho 3ateM yMuparomuii JIMIIICS CHIT, padkall OObATHS U MOJIETENl BHU3,
B TYMaH, KpPyTACh U NEpEBEPTHIBASACH, @ U3 €r0 IPYAHM JIUIACh KPOBE.

VY6wiiua Ha MITHOBEHHE 3aMep B BO3MAYyXe, TAXKENO AbIIA M WA ApY-
roro nporuBHuka. Ero masa Bcrperunuch co B3maaom Cisma bpro-
ctepa. MraHoBeHHe OH BHCEJ, JIOBS PTOM BO34YyX, CIOBHO Napaan30BaH-
Hblit CaMoMm.

3arem KHHXaJ BbIMAN U3 ero ociadeBunx nanbueB. C IIKMPOKO OT-
KPBITBIMU [JIa3aMU OH HaKPEHWJICS, KPbUba €ro OOMAK/IM U CIOXHIIMCh
3a CIIMHOM, 1 OH KaMHEM [0JIeTeN CIIEA0M 3a TEM, KOTO TOJLKO 4TO yOouJl.
[louTu OXHOBPEMEHHO OHU UCUE3NIH B TYMaHe BHH3Y.

Cam MpavHO paccMesiyics, a KOTAa NOBEPHYJIC, [T1a3a ero ObUIM BHOBb
3aKpBIThl BTOPUYHBIMY BEKaAMH.

— A mory ybutb n060ro, KTO MAHET MHE B Ma3a, KOrAa OHU OT-
KPbITbI, — CKa3ajl OH.

Onus He MOH:JIA eTo CJIOB, HO JKeCTa ObLI10 10CTaTouHO. OHAa TUXOHBKO
B3JOXHYJIa ¥ B YHCTO MHCTHHKTUBHOM OTBPALLCHUHU OTBEJA IJ1a3a OT €ro
CMEPTOHOCHOTO B3IIA/a.

— Dnus, HY)KHO YTO-TO JefaTh, — ckasan KepH. — [Toka ewe moxem. Y
Hac ecth CaM. A y Kya u BupHbl ecTh cBoH criocoOHOCTH. becnonesHo
TOpYaTh 3€Ch U XKJaTh, [IOKa HAC BCeX NepeObloT. Eciu 651 TONBKO MBI
MOIIIK YHTH.

— Kyna? — mpauHo cripocuna Omnus. — ['opa HalifieT Hac Besze, Kyaa
Obl Mbl HU HOLIIY.

147



— Mgl MoxxeM mnoiiTH k 'ope, — ronoc KepHa 3Byuan ¢ yBepeHHOCTEIO,
Kakoil OH He uyBcTBOBal. — Ecnu T'opa Tak cTpemuTcst yOuTh Hac, 3Ha-
4uT, OHa Hac boutcs. Bo BeskoM cnydae, B 3TOM — Hallla €AMHCTBEHHAs
Hazexna. EcTb nu oTcrofa kakoi-HUOYas qpyroit BeIxon?

Dnus MaxHyna pykoi HaBepXx.

— Tonbko Tyaa. Ho Tbl BUAMLUb, Kakoii Tam rycToi map.

KepH 6n1cTpo ormsaaen BoicTyn. Ha HeEM CTOsI0 YenoBek NMATHAECAT B
OXHJIAHUH, NT0Ka UX OpOoCAT nmociiefiHeil BOMHOM 3alMTHUKOB. OH Iiisi-
HyJl Ha Bx0A B neuiepy u nos3sai. Kya u bupHa TyT ke nobexanu Kk Hemy,
uX Jina ObUTH O71eHbl M UCTTyTaHBbI.

— Kya, — ckazan Kepn, — Tbl TONBKO 4TO OOHApYKIJIA, YTO MOXKEIIb
BUJIETb CKBO3b CTEeHbl. Kak Thl Aymaelb, Thl MOXELUb ONPENSNUTb, Ka-
KUe U3 CTPyH napa siIoBUThIE, a KaK1e HeT?

Kya nonHsina nuuo BBepx, €€ eAMHCTBEHHbIN M1a3 coutypuics. Jon-
FYIO CEKyHJY BCE MOJYallu.

— Her, s He yBepeHa, — HaKkoHell, cka3ajna oHa. — S| BUXKY AJIMHHBIHA
NyTb K YUCTOMY BO3AYXy. Sl BHXY, 4TO 4acTb TyMAaHHOW Byaju TeyeT
CTpysiMHU TONLIE ocTanbHbIX. Ho, KepH, s He Mory onpenenuTtb Ha BU,
Kakye Te4eHHs SI0BHUThIE, a KaKHUe HeT.

— A ecny M Iy Tb 4epe3 Te MecTa, Iie 3aBeca TOHbIIe?

- Ha.

— Torga HaM mpuaeTcs pUCKHYTb. BO3MOXHO, €Ciii OHa IOCTaTOYHO
TOHKasi, Mbl CMOXKEM NPOHTH ee, He Abllla.

OH BBICTPO nepenan Dnuu cBOif MJaH.

—31€ecb 0CTaNoCh JOCTATOUHO JIFOAEH, 4TOObI MIOMOYb HAM YHTU 3TUM
nyteM. Cam u Kya 10cTaTroyHo UeHHble, UX HYAHO YHEeCTH. Sl HuKoraa
HE cpaxkalyics B BO3AyXe, NOTOMY B OUTBE OT MEHS MaJjio TOJKA, TaK 4YTO
g noHecy bupny. Crout monpo6oBarb, Onus. Jlyume tak, 4yem xaaTh
37eCh, [I0Ka HaC YObIOT.

— Jla, — 6e3HanexHO ckazana Jnus. — Jlyuwme ymepers Tak. JlagHo,
KepH, MbI noizaem.

OHa noBepHynach W Npokpyuyasa KOMaHay NOCAEAHUM OCTaBLUMMCS
BO3/e Hee JoAsAM. Heckonbko MHHYT CIyCTA OCTaTKH 3allUTHHUKOB
B3JIETEJIU B BO3AYX.

BeicTyn octascs BHU3Y. DTO NOXOAUIO Ha NIOrpY>KEHUE B BOZOBOPOT
KPHKOB, BOIUIEH, CTOHOB, CYAOPOXXHBIX B3/10XOB, ONIYLUUTENbHBIX YIa-
POB MHOIOYUCIEHHBIX KPbUIbEB. MUMO NOXAEM JU1ach KPOBb, CBEp-
KaJId KMHKaJlbl, Teja najaiy BHU3, K 3emiie. Hecs nerkyro bupny, Kepx
U30 BCEX CUJ cTpeMuics BBepX. BHe3anHo, 6e30 BCsAKOH NpUYMHBL B
HeM BApYT Hauaja pacTd yBepeHHocTbio. MM Bce ymactes. KepH Obin
a0CypIIHO YBEPEH B 3TOM.
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1 um ypanocek. Ho He Bcem.

VYnan Cam Bproctep. Yke B caMOM KOHHE, KOTAA UX IpyIna I04TH
JnoOpainack 10 KyIoJja 3aBechl fapa HaBepxy, OpOLIeHHbIH KeM-TO KUH-
KaJl momnas MeXIy KpbUIbeB OAHOTO U3 TeX, kTo Hec Cama. Kpeinarsiii
3aKpu4ai, BBICHYJCS Hazaz U cTaji mazarb. KTo-to Apyroit punyncs K
NOKOCHBLIEMYCsl CHIEHMIO, Ha KOTOpoM Jieten CaM, HO He ycnen. My-
TaHT He yAepxKalcs U, JaKe He KPUKHYB, NOJIETEN BHU3.

Bbuto ObI YHMCTBIM CaMOYOMHCTBOM PHHYTHCS 3a HUM B BOJOBOPOT
cmeptu. C 60nbto B cepaue KepH cmotpen, kak Cam najaaet, KpyTACh,
BHM3. OH TakK e YBUJEN, Kak K HEeMy PUHYJICS KTO-TO U3 HalmaJaBILUUX,
HO TYT )K€ KPBUIbs €ro OOBHUCIH, IIOTOMY YTO OH BCTPETUIICA CO CMEP-
TOHOCHBIM B3miaZoM C3Ma, M KpblaThiii cTan naaarb pAAOM CO CBOEH
HECOCTOSABLIEICS HKEPTBOIA.

3arem KepH Bneren B yoyIUuBblid TyMaH, U Y €ro He 6bUIO BpeMEHU
JAyMaTh HU O YeM, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOTO JIbIXaHHs, a Tak jxe HeoOXoau-
MOCTH CJIeIOBaTh TOYHO 32 KpbUTaThIMK, HecylMu Kya, kotopas Bena
UX uepe3 TyMaH.

TOYHO I'MTTAHTCKAJI rosnosa, ['opa nogHumaiack B 36HUT OT-
JIMYHO BUIHBIMH, YETKO OYepYEHHBIMU KOHTYpaMH. BbLto cTpaiiHo mis-
JETb Ha TaKyl0 MaxuHy, Bce BpeMs Ka3anocCb, YTO OHA HAaKpeHAeTCA U
BOT-BOT PYXHET, pa3/laBUB CBOEH TKECTHIO BECh MHUP.

Koraa onu 6butn yxe 6nusko, bupHa 3aapoxana Ha pykax y KepHa,
MIOBEPHYJIAach K HEMY U, kak peOeHOK, 0OHsAa ero 3a LIe U YTKHYach
JIMLIOM €MY B IJIEYO.

— 51 uyBctByto Ee, — npumyumenHo npobopmoTana ona. — I'opa cMo-
TpuT. OHA ObITaeTCs... NPOHUKHYTh B Moe cozHaHnue. He nymaii, Kep.
He no3Bossii eif 3a51€3Th B TBOKO T'OJIOBY!

KepH TOXe MOYyBCTBOBaJ pacKajieHHbIH, 00XKUralolMii s3bIK HEHA-
BHCTH, KOTOpbI#i Mosie3 ObUIO B €r0 TroloBy U TYT K€ OTNPSAHYIN, KOraa
Kepn 3axnonHyn Bpara co3HaHHMS, MperpajuB MyTh BTOpXkeHHIo. He
TaK-TO IPOCTO OKA3aJ0Ch 3aCTaBUTh KPbUIb HECTU ce0s Brepea, koraa
BECh €ro pasyM BOCCTas MpOTHB NpubnmkeHus k I'ope. Kepn 3amerun
OTBpallleHHe Ha JMLaX OKPYKAIOLIMX €ro KpbIaThiX, a Tak Xe MoimMan
KOChle B3MNIAMAbI, KOTOpble OHM Opocanu Ha Hero. TeMn NpoaBUXKEHMs
OLIYTHMO 3aMeTUIIC.

— MmHe toxe He HpaBuTcs I'opa, Onud, — ckasan OH KpbUIATOH Je-
BYIIIKE Yepe3 pasfieNIAolyl0 UX MycToTy. — HOo MBI JOMKHBI cienarhb
ato. Kakoii y Hac ecTh BbIOOD, KpoMe Kak MoruOHyTh? Bpary HaBepHska
y’Ke OTIPaBHIKCE B IIOTOHIO 3a HaMy. Haia enuHCTBEHHAsd Hafexaa 3a-
KJIt04aeTcs B TOM, YToObl 10OpaThes 10 Topbl, [Ie Mbl cMOdicem HAHECTH
e yiep0, mpexze ueMm. ..
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On 3amomyan. He 66110 cMbICTIa 3aKkaHYMBaTh.

Ony yxe Obud Tak GJIM3KO OT Onajecuypyroliel CTeHbl, BO3BbIILIA-
Iolelics HaJl HUMH, TOYHO Kpail Mupa, 4to KepH yBuaen codbcTBeHHOE
OTpa)keHHe, UCKAXEHHOE Ha MoBepXHOCTH [ OpBI.

— OHa 1 B caMOM JieNie CTeKNIsHHasA? — CIPOCHIT OH.

— A KTO 3TO 3HaeT? — OTBETWIa DNusl, CTapasCh YHATh APOXb B Io-
soce. — HukTo U3 Tex, KTo nojieral K Hel 10CTaToYHO OJIH3KO, He Bep-
HyJicst 00paTHO. MOJXKET, 3TO BCero Jidulb. .. FOPHbIA MaccuB. S NOHATUA
HE UMEI0.

OHa orisiHyack yepes Mieo, 3aTeM ee MPUCTaNbHBINA B3NS yCTpe-
MUJICS BAAJIb.

— 3a HaMu NOroHs, — POBHBIM rojlIOCOM cka3ana oHa. — Ecnu nepen
HaMu TBEp.b, Mbl OrKbIu.

KepH ornsiHyncs. Ha ropuzoHTe, TOUHO TeMHOE 0071aK0, 32 HUMH Jie-
TeJI KpbLIaTble Bparu.

Buesanno Kya ykasana pykoil Bnepea.

—CmMotpure! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — BoT TaMm, cnesa. .. AeHCTBUTENbHO
1 3710... newepa? 5... MHe kaxeTcs, oHa OTKPBIBAETCS BCE LIMPE. ..

Bce HetepnenuBo yctaBuiauch Tyga. CekyHAy IJIMIOCH MOTYaHUE.
['opa ToXxe, Ka3anoch, xaana v npuciywusanack. Ho Kepn He Bugen
Bepeas HUYero npumeuarenbHoro. CTeHa CTosfa nepes HUMM Takas
K€ POBHAsl, He3aNnATHaHHas, MepeuBAOLLAsCS.

3arem MuMo HUX k ['ope noMuasics BeTep, pachyllnB NEepbs Ha KPbl-
Abax. OH CTaHOBWJICS BCE CUJIbHEE M BO3HMK CHauaja LIOpOX, KOTOPbIii
ObICTpO nepepoc B NpoH3UTENbHbIHA Boi. MIx nonecno B ['ope, 6ecno-
MOIIHBIX, TOHUMBIX BUXpeM. KepH cuiibHee npikan k cebe bupHy n
Ooposics, He 1aBas BETPY BBHIBEPHYTb €MY KpbUIbs, a BIepeH, TOYHO
TBepAoe 00J1aKo, BO3BbILIAJCS YTeC.

KepH ycnen cMyTHO yl10BUTb OTKPLITOE OTBEPCTHUE, KAaK €ro 3aHECII0
BHYTpb. OlLUeNIOMIEHHBIH, YAUBICHHbIH, OH Majajn, FOHMMbI BETpPOM
BHYTPb 'Opbl, NoyoCnenieHHbli NeperBaolMCs BOKPYT TYMaHOM,
3aroJIHABUIMM TYHHeENb. TyMaH ObUT HEOLIYTUMbIM MarepUanbHO, U Ha
a3 HUYeM He OTMYaics OT TOro, U3 Yero cocrossa cama [opa.

CeeT no3aau Bce TYyCKHeJN, MoKa OHH, 6eClTOMOLIHbIE, HECIHCh BCe
rny6xe u rmydxe BHYTpbh obnaka — ['opa yxxe siBHO Oblia HEMmoaxozs-
MM Ha3BaHWEM JJIs TOTO, Yepe3 YTO OHU JIETENH.

3arem HecylMii UX BeTep crTan 3aMeAnsaThesa. Ero ornylumrenbHbli
BOI CTUX, NPEBPATHIICS €l CIBIIIUMBII B HACTYNUBLIEH THUIIMHE Ile-
notok. Ha MrHoBeHue oHH, 3a7bIXasch, MOBUCIM B MEpEIHBAIOLLEMCS
HeObITHe. 3aTeM ClaJOCTHO MPO3Byyal B TUlIMHE ronoc Kya:
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— B3rmsHuTe Hazan, Hazazx! Sl BYXKY MyTh, KOTOPBIM MBI NpULLIU. S
BIXKY, KaK OH 3akpbiBaeTcsi. TOYHO cMbikaeTcs Tekyluas Bozaa... Her,
cKopee, Kak Necox.

KepH Bapyr mepectan ee ciplliare. BHe3anHO OH OLYTUN YTO-TO
IUIOTHOE B TyMaHe BOKpYT HUX. UTO-TO HEBHIUMOE, HO BUCALICE B ITy-
CTOTE TOYHO TaK Xe, kak oHU ¢ bupHoii Bucenu Ha kpbuibix KepHa.
Heuro, onuparoleecst Ha caMm BO3AYyX.

U1 KepH noHs1, 4TO HE MOXET JBUTaThCA.

IVIABA VIL. boii

HUTAK, I'OPA oTKkpbuiach, YTOObI 3aTaLIUTh UX BHYTpPb, U CHOBA 3a-
Kpbliach, TUXO U O6ecurymMHo. Hebobinas rpynna njieHHUKOB 3acThbUla,
TOYHO BMOPOXXECHHA B BO3/IyX, B T€X XKe 1103aX, B KOTOPBIX OHH JIETEJH,
€ pacnpocTepTbIMU KPbIIbSIMH, pa3METaHHbIMM BETPOM BOJIOCAMH, KO-
TOpBIe Gonblie He MmeRenumch. OHHM CIOBHO 3aCThUTH B BeuHom CEM-
YAC, cnoBHO BpeMs NpeKpaThilo CBOH Oer, a BMeCTe C HUM peKpaTu-
JINCH U BCE IBIDKEHHUS.

A 3arem, B nepenuBatoliemcs obnaxe ['opbl nepen HUMU, 3aMepLiana
TOHKasl CIIMpaJib CBETA.

[NTocTenenHo oHa cTaHoBUMNach Bee spue. M KepH ¢usnuecku yBuaen
TO, YTO MpPeXJe BUJEN JIULIb MbicaeHHo. OH NOYyBCTBOBAN yAap 3100bl
€11le JI0 TOro, Kak TiaMs ¢hoKyCcHpoBanoch, MOJTHOE HEHABUCTH, HO NPH
3TOM cTpaHHO Oe3nuuHoe. D10 Oblia HeHaBUCTH [Ophl, obnaka, HO Hu-
KaK He HEHABUCTh YeJIOBEKa.

JlenuBo Bpalaromascs Crnupajib CBETa yCTPEMHUIIACh CKBO3b TBEp-
AYIO 3aBecy, TYMaHHOE MaTepuallbHOE CTEKIO, K MieHHuKaM. Paccro-
SHUS 3[4€Ch OBIJIO HEBO3MOKHO ONpEAENUTh, HO cnupaib Obina gocTa-
TOYHO OnM3Ka, YTOOBl €e MOXKHO ObLIO pa3niffeTh BO BCeX AETasiX.
Ona Bpatianachk MeJjIeHHO, 6eCKOHEYHO, HeTopoIunBo. OHa ucmyckana
xap, 0OxUraolUi rmas3a v Kryliid HEHaBUCTBIO pasyM, KyJa crapa-
J1aCh IPOHUKHY Th.

U 4uto-To OBINI0 B M3rubax cnupasiu, 4To-To, YTO CTapajlach HaTAHYTh
Ha cebs ee u3rubbl. Ho oHM ele He BUAENH, YTO MIMEHHO. ..

[Tapy MrHoBeHuit Oonbluas, MeIJIEeHHO Bpallalowiascs, Nbliatoias
cnvpanb MUIblia nepei HUMU, cienas, 6e3pa3anyuHas U OIHOBPEMEHHO
HEHaBUAALLAs. 3aTeM YTO-TO ONATh M3MeHuw1ock. 1 Ono nmocMmorpeno
Ha IJIEHHUKOB.

Yepes BUTKU CIIMPANU MOMLIBLIHN NATHA APKOil TEMHOTBI. OHU MOABIISA-
ek U ucyesand. Y Beskuil pas, koraa crnupalib MoBOpauMBaiach, 3T
ISITHA TYT K€ YIUIbIBA/IU 3a Kpaii, CHOBa Ucyesas.

OHo cmoTpeno. OHO ka0, HEHaBUJAENO U... MOIYao.
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W OHo, kpbiBl€eCs B CIUpaly, Mpsyylleecs B €€ BUTKAaX, Hayajo
nepementatscs. Crnupals MOYTH COBCEM OCTaHOBUIIACH, OCTaBUB Ero Ha
Buay. Y KepH ucnbitan WOK, OT KOTOPOro BCE paciulbuIOCh Nepes Iiia-
3amu. Korza sxe oH mpoMoprajsics ¥ IIsiHy1 CHOBa, OHO sICHO NOKOUJIOCh
Ha Buay. Tounee, He OHoO.

Ha BuTkax cnupainu, nogaepxxusatolleil ero, nexan bproc Xaniom,
U TJIa3a ero OTKPBUIUCH, TaKue xe Oe3NMuHble, KaK B3MIs[ OFHEHHOH
CIUpay.

— D10 MOl MUp, — ACHO U YETKO cKa3an bproc Xannom.

CnoBa MpUILAM K HUM CJIOBHO M3 MYCTOTHI, C XOJIOQHOH SICHOCTHIO,
He JomycKarolleil 1 Hameka Ha omuOky. [ToToMy 4TO rOBOpHI 3TO HE
coBceM bproc Xammam. D10 roBopuna Takxke U orHeHHas cnupains. He-
HaBUCTh U OCJIEUTENbHBIN CBET OKYTHIBAJIM €T0 CIIOBA, TAK XK€, KaK Ty-
MaH OKyThIBaJI ClIMpaJb y HUX Nepel riazaMu. JIBa cyecTBa roBOpuIiIm
€[IUHBbIM [0JI0COM, [1Ba CY1€CTBa, CIUBLUUECS TENepb BOEIANHO.

BHe3sanHo B ronose KepHa npoHecinucs BocnoMuHaHus. M oH cHoBa
YBUAEI Ty JaJEKYIO TeNepb KOMHATY, OTKy/1a IpyIilia My TaHTOB LarHyJa
u3 ogHoi BeeneHHoil B apyryto. OH Buzen, kak bproc oTkpbin crasnb-
HYIO JIBEpb, BEAYILYIO B KIYIIMil MMp, MFTHOBEHHO IOBEJ Ma3aMu U
cHoBa 3akpbt aBepb. Tenepb KepH nousn. bpioc 3Han Bee 3apaHee. Ka-
KUM-TO 00pa3oM, Opocas eAMHCTBEHHbIH B3I/ HAa YyXKOH MUpP, OH MOT
TOHATb, Kakoif MUp OJIM30K eMy CaMOMYy, a Kakoi — HeT.

Bproc, nonp3ysch cBoeil CTpaHHOH CIOCOOHOCTBIO MyTaHTa, co3Aall
MalllMHY, KOTOpas BbINOJHAJA €r0 yKa3aHus, Mla NOAXOAALMH 715 Hero
Mup. KepH BCIIOMHUII, ¢ KaKUM TMOTPSCEHUEM Cilyluain Duio, KoTopas
pacckasbiBana, 4yto pabbl [opbl, noa ee pyKkoBOACTBOM, MO paboTaThb
¢ JIOOBIMH BELECTBAMHU U MaTepUallaMH... BCIIOMHMJ, KaK, KOTa OHH
eie mogo3perany KepHa B ToM, 4T0 OH paboTaeT Ha Bpara, TO yopasnu
U3 ero KOMHaThbl BCE, U3 Yero OH MOT ClleJ1aTb OpyXKHe. ..

Ha, ator mup 6bi1 MupoM Bproca Xannsma — HO HUKaK He MUPOM
KepHa. 910 6b1 MUP KpbLIAThIX, HO HE OHU AB/SJIUCH B HEM [NIaBHBIMH.
['maBHbIM 31€Ch ObLT Bproc.

Bce 310 nmpoHecnoch y KepHa B rosose, CTpeMHUTENBHO, KaK eA1HAs
MBICJIb, B TO BPEMsl, KaK ropsiive XOJ0AHbIM OTHEM cjloBa bproca ewe
3Byyalu y Hero B ywax. KepH BcnomHun, kakuMm Oe3nMyHBbIM Bceraa
obut Bproc, kakuM JanekuM OT MOOBIX 4eTOBEUECKUX YYBCTB, U TYT
CHOBA YyCJbiLIaN X0JIOAHBIN royoc:

— B Moem mupe HeT MecTa 1y Bac, — CIOKOIHO 3asaBus uM bproc.
— 3nech ecTh MECTO JIMLIB JJis KpbIIaTelX — U 111 MeHs. Bel coctounTe
U3 U3MEHYMBOH IUIOTM M U3MEHYMBOI Hac/eACTBEHHOCTH. Sl He Mory
JI0BepATh BaM. Moe nosiBneHue B 3ToM mMupe cosjano B [ope Hactos-
Ui UUKIOH, U OcTaBuo MeHs coBeplueHHo 6e3 cui. Jlonroe Bpems
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51 6611 Hecniomored. M He Mor BOCCTaHOBHTHCS, TIOKA He OKa3ascs BHe
Bauleil focsiraeMocTi. Ho BOT HacTasno BpeMsl YHHUTOXKUTH MTOCIIEIHHE
OCTAaTKH TEX, KTO HE NOAYMHAETCsA MHe. U Bbl, MyTaHTbI, kKOTOpbIMU S He
MOTY yNpaBJiATh, JOIKHBI HCHE3HYTh BMECTE C HUMH.

OH He 1IeBeNbHYJICS, HO OTHEHHbIE A3bIKU CITMPAJId BHE3AITHO 3aKpy-
JKUMJIMCh ObICTpee U BHE3AIHO MEPETEKIIM CK803b CTEKIIO B TIOPHMY, TaK
)KecToko fepxainyto jroaeit. Y Kepa noxs, uto Bproc 6bU1 TONBKO ro-
JIOCOM 3TOTO Y>KAcCHOTO J1y3Ta. A TeJOM ero ObLT OTHEHHBbII A3bIK.

JniuHHas cnuvpaib MeJIEHHO IBUHYNACch BHEpes, naps, Kak naaaro-
mas B BO3/lyXe IIeNKoBas JieHTa. 3a Hell ClieloBalu OTHEHHbIEe A3bIKH,
neperieTasch B €€ BUTKaX, CJIOBHO Jackas ApYT Apyra, a Tak xkKe Telo
Bproca Xannsma, KOTOpbI TOXKE MJIbLT HA BUTKAaX CIUPAJIH, HE LIEeBEJb-
HYB HH MbILLLEH COOCTBEHHBIX KOHEHHOCTEH.

KEPH HABJIIOJAJI 3a ux npubmkesueM. OH NOHATUS HE UMel,
4yTo OyzeT, Korja NBITAloIIMe BUTKU KOCHYTCS NMEPBOTO 4YelOBeKa, HO
YyBCTBOBal pacKajieHHbI! MOTOK 37100bl 1 HEHABUCTH, JIETALLUI BIie-
peau Hux. becnomolHbli, 6€3MONBHBIA BO BNACTH MOYTH HEBUAUMOIO
crexsia, KepH oTyasiHHO Hampsraj BCce CUIIbl, CTPEMSCh CAeNarh. .. 4To?
OH He 3Han. EMy nuuib XOTenoch 0CBOOOAUTLCS, YTOOLI BCTYNUTH B
60pb0y, mycThb faxke u Oecrnone3Hyo, ¢ HaJiBUraAIOLMMCsl BpParoMm.

M TyT MBICIIK B €10 ToJI0BE BHE3AMHO pa3Aeniiuch nononam. OH yxe
UCIIBITBIBANl NOJOOHOE COCTOSHUE, HO Ype3BblyaiiHasi ero CTPaHHOCTb
Ha MrHOBeHue owenomuna KepHa, Tak 4To B MbICIIAX BO3HUK mpobdern,
BO BpeMs KOTOPOIO 4TO-TO, — Umo-mo! — 3a11eBenioch B €ro Teje.

Tpykabl OH UCIIBITBIBAJ 3TO YYBCTBO € T€X MOp, Kak Npolies B MUP
Kpb1aThix. 1 Tpukabl OH mojasnsi ero, 60ACh U HEHaBUIs 3a Yrpo3y
c/ieNaTh €ro CHOBa MOCTOPOHHHMM YY)KAaKoOM T KpbIIaToro Hapoaa, Ko-
TOpbIH, KaK OH HaJesNICsA, CTaHeT e2o HapoaoM. Ho Ha ceit pa3 KepH He
cTajl conpoTuBnATbcA. Ha 3ToT pa3, B HEMMOBEPHBIX YCHIIUAX 00pecTH
cB00O/y, OH BMECTO 3TOr0 pa3pyLuMs Oapbep, CAEPKUBAIOIUI B HEM
3TO YmMOo-mo, KOTOPOE PacLBETANO C TeX MOP, KAK OH BIEPBbiE yBUAEI
Topy.

CreknsiHHbIE CTEHBI, YACPAKHBAIOLLHE €r0 CIOBHO 3aMOPOXKEHHBIM BO
JbAy, NOTYCKHENH ¥ BAPYT ucuesnu. Ero coroBapuuiy, npurBoxaeHHble
K NMO30PHOMY CTONOY B CTEKJIE PAJIOM C HUM, KaHYJIH KyJJa-TO BO TbMY.
KepH Oonbiue He 4yBCTBOBAN TeIUla BUpPHBI, 3aCThIBIIEH B €ro pykax.
He 6bi10 Huyero. OcTanuch JHLIb MOTEMHEBLINE, MEAJIEHHO IOBOPaYU-
BAIOILMECS A3BIKU CITUPAIIU, CHOKOHHO MIBIBYLIME K HEMY Yepe3 CTEKIIO.

A 3aTeM B HacTynuBIIeH TbMe BCIBIXHYJ CBET. M Bce oka3aiuch Ha
aToM cBeTy. KepHy noHagobunach nosras ceKyHaa, YToObl MOHATh, YTO
OH BUJUT 3TOT CBET OTHIONAB HE Ia3zaMu. OH BUJIEJN ero — 3To ObUIO He-
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BO3MOXHO, HO 3T0 610! — BceM TenoM. OH BHIeNT OJHOBPEMEHHO BCE
BOKpYT.

Taxum obpasom eudoum Iopa, nonyMan OH C BHE3alHOH yBepeHHO-
cThio. KepH He 3HaJ, ¢ 4ero B3sU1 3TOT, 3TO OBIIO 3HAHHUE, KOTOPOE NpH-
1o ¢ ero HoBbIM BujeHueM. OH u ['opa — OHU BMecCTe UCMOJIb30BAIU
0011y CIOCOOHOCTS.

Kakoe-To nanekoe ABuxeHue NpuBieksio BHUMaHue KepHa, oH B3mis-
HYJ CKBO3b [ Opy M YBH[EJ TaK sICHO, CIIOBHO CTOsIJ1 COBCEM PsIIOM, Jie-
TALIME LIePeHrH KPbUIaThIX JItofeH, KOTopble clenoBaiu 3a bernenamm
ot camoro ['He3na. OHU OBUTH YK€ COBCEM PALOM, NMPUOIHMKAACH K Uy-
JoBUIIHOI ['ope Beemnmyto, CIOBHO coOupanuchk pa3ouTbes 00 Hee.

Tem e BceoObeMmOLIUM 3peHueM KepH BUIeN OAHOBPEMEHHO BMO-
POXKEHHBIX B CTEKJIO PAIOM C HUM JIIOAEH, U OTHEHHYIO CIUpallb, MJIbI-
BYLIYIO K HUM, U bproca Xannsma, HEMOABUXKHOIO, TOYHO KaMEHHOE
W3BasHUE, KOTOPbIH MJIbLJ1 HA BUTKAX 3TOM CIIUPAU.

Ho Tenepb 0HYM BBIMIAZENN COBCEM MHAUYE — JIFOIU.

Emy Oblny 3HaKOMbI MX JIMLA, UX TeJa, HO HOBbIM 3peHHeM KepH Bu-
JieJT TeJla X HacKBO3b. Ml caMblM Y>KacHbIM MPU 3TOM ObLIM HE CKENET,
MBILILBI B HEPBBI — 3TO 3peulie ObUI0 OKUAAEMBIM [T ero pazyma. Ho
BC€ 3TO SIBJIAJIOCH UL ONeIHOM TeHbIO Ha GOHE Opy2eo2o.

JIrony 661K JI0CKMMU, SPKUMMU KOJIbLEAMY, AMCKaMU, HAJI0)KEHHbIMH
Ha JYICKH, U B K&XAOM U3 HUX 3TH JUCKU OBLIM CBOEro odpasla M 1[BeTa.
He 6bu10 nBYX oauHakoBbIx jroneid. M KepH moHsn, 4To nroasM u3-
BECTHbI JIM1Lb KOCTU, MYCKYJIbl U HEPBHAs CUCTEMA, HO 3TO JIMUIb YacThb
ux. TosbKo YacTh, MpUUEM YacTh, He BaxkHas [uis [opel. [opa ynpasnser
JpYTuM.

Bot y kpbuarhix moneit, netaumx k ['ope, 6pl1a oaHa obas yepra.
Kaxaplit 13 HUX COCTOSUT U3 PA3HOLBETHBIX KOJell, OMecTAMX Ayr 1
NOJIyMECSLIEB JIeXKAaLIUX OAMH Ha APYIOM U NMOCTOSIHHO, YYTb YJIOBUMO
cMeraroieMcs. Ho B kaxaoM JleTyHe, CKBO3b KOJibLia MEJIEHHO Tne-
peMerancs Kpyr spuaiuieid TEMHOTbI. DTU XK€ YepHbIE MATHA, TOUHO
rasa, rjiaBajiy CKBO3b BUTKU criupanu, ooxparuBuieii bproca Xanioma.
['maza — rmasa ['opsl.

HMmenHo 310 u ucnonb3oBana B monax I'opa, nepenasas cBOU Ipu-
kasbl. Touka KOHTaKTa B K&XIAOM YeJlOBeKe, esaBlias ero pabom, Tyno
VICIIONHAIOIIMM BouTO [OpBI.

Ho takux rmas3 He 65110 y TeX, KTO ObUT 3aMOpoXkeH psaioM ¢ KepHom,
HM y koro u3 Hux. HoBbiM BuneHueM KepH Buzaen U cBoe Teso C KOjb-
LlaMU U LBETHBIMU JIUCKaMHU, KaK M y CBOMX TOBAapHULIEH, U B HEM TOXeE
He ObUIO YepHBIX MATEH, KOTOpble ObI 03HaYaNU, 4To ['opa BnageeT um.

['opa — coznanue u3 crekna, ckasan oH cebe. Ee teno — nepenusato-
wuiics Marepuan, KOTOpbli MOXKET ObITh TBEPABIM UK Ira3000pa3HbIM,
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kak Toro 3axouer ['opa. ['opa Mo-

KET NPOACIIbIBATh B cebe TYHHEJIH §
W TICLUEPBI, OTKPBIBATE U 3aKPBI- |

BaTh UX, TOYHO PThL. A ee MO3T, ee
JIBUXKYILAsi CUJ1a U €CTh 3Ta OTHEH-
Has JIeHTa, OeCKOHEeYHas, Bpallaro-

1asics BOKPYT CBOEHi ocH B LIEHTpe [
Topel. Topa obnagaer MHOrMMH |

CTpaHHbIMM 4yBCTBaMu. M onHuUM
U3 TaKuX 5 Ternephb 3aBiajien.
Kozoa mvt npuwinu 6 smom mup,
noayman KepH, mo kakum-mo 06-
Pa3oM HAGNeKIU HA cebsi YUKIOH
JHCECMOKUX CUJ, NOCTIAHHBIX CAMOU
Topoi. I[Tomomy umo 'y Bproca Xan-

JI3MA ecmb Hekoe becyenoseyroe

poocmeo ¢ obvekmom, obumaio-

wum 30ecw. Ho smom obvexm 6oin

HACMONbKO CUNbHBIU, HACMONLKO
NPUBLIKWIUTL NPecco8ams pazymbl
CBOUX JiCepme U UCNONb306AMb UX
8 Kauecmee UHCMPYMEHMOS, 4mo
Mbl U camu ObLIU USMEHEHb, 0adice
He nooospegasi 06 smom. Bo mne
Havanu GopMuposamvCcs Cmpam-
Hble Ho8ble cnocobHocmu. B Kya
mooxce, kak u 8 bupne. A ¢ Come?
He 3naio. Ho Csma 6onve nem.
UYmo oice kacaemcs meHA, mo 5
UBMEHUICSL.

YT0-TO CTpaHHO 3alleBean1oCh

He heard a voice of impossible sweetness, and slowly, slowly,
he felt warmth return to him (Chap. VIl

BHYTpH Hero, 1 KepHy He ObLIO HYXBl ONMyCKaTh B3I, MOCKOJIBKY
HOBOe c(epuueckoe BUAEHUE MOACKA3aI0 €My, YTO B HEM BCIbIXHYI

OlOHb — JJIMHHBIC, BpalllarOLIECs

BUTKM IIJIaME€HH, KOTOPBIE C HEBEPO-

ATHO# T'MOKOCTbIO MPOCTEPIUCH CKBO3b IIPOYHOEC CTEKJIO €I0 THOPbMbI.

CIINPAJIDb, IIOJAEPXKHUBAIOIIAS Teno bproca, nmpuocraHo-
BWJIACh, 3aMepJia U JJaxe 4yTh OTcTynuia. KepH cMyTHO OCO3Han cBoe
VIMBIEHUE W CBOIO CTPaHHYIO, OecuelioBeUHYH0 HeHaBUCTb. Ho Bcero
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JIMUIB CMYTHO. OH OBbLT HACTOJILKO OLIEJIOMIIEH CBOEH HOBO# CrIOCOOHO-
CTBIO, UTO MIOYTH HE 3aMeyall HUKaKUX JPyTruX 4yBCTB.

Cnuwxom nokoprnas, B oT4yasHuM noayman Kepn, niome cruwxom
AOKOPHAsL U KOBKas, Ymobbl ydepicusame c80l0 opmy noo Henpe-
ooonumeim Oagneruem Iopei. 1 BOT Tenepb, CKBO3b JIAAHOE CTEKIIO,
JiepkaBIliee B IUIEHY TeX, KTO He MOKOPUJICS, /IB€ OrHEHHbIe CNHUpaiu
MHOTOKPaTHO OOEpHYNIM YENOBEYECKOE TENO U CBETALLYIOCS Bpakaeo-
HOCTb. KepH ObUT CIUIIKOM ollIapalieH, YTOObl HCTIBITHIBATh XOTh KaKHU-
€-TO HMOLMU, HO €r0 HOBbIE O'HEHHbIE KOHEUHOCTHU AABajll €My HOBbIE,
npuyeM HeoOXoUMbie BO3MOXKHOCTH, NOTOMY 4YTO cnupaib ¢ bprocom
NoChlTayia K HeMY BCe HOBBIE S3bIKH OPHS, M MX HE TOJBKO HYXHO OBUIO
OTpaxkarh, ObUIO HEOOXOAMMO HACTYIATh CAMOMY.

HeHaBUCTB, CTIOBHO yjap UCTENENAIOETr0 Xapa, Nopa3uil 3Ty HOBYIO
cyuHocTh KepHa M BBITpSXHYJI €ro U3 yMCTBEHHOro ctynopa. Hena-
BUCTH U cTpaX. KepH NO4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO HAa HErO HAJABUraeTcs YHUUTO-
JKEHHe, B TOJIOBE CTAJIO IMyCTO M YTO-TO MOJCKAa3bIBAJIO €MY, YTO HY>KHO
6exarb. Ho OH TyT ke MCHBITAJl TaKylO Xe XIy4yl0 HEHaBUCTb, Kakas
HaJBUrajgach Ha HEero, ¥ BCeJ 3a 3TOM HEHaBUCTbLIO HE TAHYNCA CTpax.
HamnpoTus, Ha 5TOT pa3 KepH npuBeTcTBOBaJ OOH.

Tenepb Mbl paBHBI. .. Mbl pABHOBEJIUKH, CKa3aJl OH cebe U MOHSUT JaXke
B MOMEHT OMAaCHOCTH, YTO MbICIU €r0 YAUBUTENILHO U3MEHUBLUIErocs
pazyMa nepeMelaeTcs CToNb XKe SICHO ¥ MEIJIEHHO, KaK €ro HOBbIE KO-
HEYHOCTU CKBO3b TBEpAOE CTEKJI0. Ecnu oH koraa-To u Biajen TenoM
13 IJIOTU U KpOBU, TO Ooblie 3Toro He Ob110. Ecnu ero pasym koraa-to
U KWJT B YepernHON KopoOke ¥ 00pa30BBIBAI CBOM MBICIH B M3BHJIMHAX
Mo3ra, TO 3TO Tenepb U3MEHUNOCh. M BCe 3TO cTano Tenepb HOBBIM,
Y’KacHBIM U 3aMeyarelibHbIM BHE BCSKOrO YEIOBEYECKOr0 MOHUMAaHHS.

[TocrenenHo B KepHe BCHBIXHYJIO JIMKOBaHHE, [IOKA OH MPOTArMBAal
KpyTALIMecs A3bIKU NJaMEHU, CTaBLIUE €ro TeJIOM, K TOMY, YTO XHJIO
3aeck 10 cux nop oaHo. Teneps y Iopbl 611 qBOMHOM pasym — eciu
OTHEHHas Cnupalib ACHCTBUTENBHO OblTa pa3yMOM 3TOH CYIUHOCTH, —
HO HaXOIWJIMCh U eiCTBOBAJIM OHU BHYTPU OHOrO T’MI'aHTCKOro TeJla U3
nepeuBaloIerocs creia. M B 3ToM orpoMHOM Telle ABOMHOHN pazym
Hadasn caM ¢ coboii caMoyOUCTBEHHYO OUTRY.

HenaBucTbh crana Lenod BaHHOH OrHs, OXBAaTHBLUEro BCE cCaMble
JlaJIbHUE BUTKU UX CIMpalieil, U BUTKU MPUHAIMCH OOpOThCS APy Mpo-
TuB Apyra. Teneps KepH He 60s1cs 1 He xoTen orctynars. C HapacTato-
1eii MOLLBIO OH MPOBePsI CONPOTUBIEHHE CUIIbI B TOH (hopMe, KoTopast
Obina ero 6nu3HenoM. Crivpany KOPYUIMCh U HalpATanuch. 3aTeM OHU
OJTHOBPEMEHHO, CJIOBHO IO COMIAaCcHIO, OTCTYNWIM. M Taioke OmXHOBpe-
MEHHO, CJIOBHO YIpaBiseMble €AMHOH Bojiel, CHOBAa PUHYIUCh IPYT Ha
Jipyra.
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Ha 3ToT pa3 orHeHHbIe KOHEYHOCTH NEPENNENNCh APYT ¢ APYTOM Tak
TECHO, YTO CKPYTHJIMCh B €MHbII y3el HEMCTOBOTO OTHS, KUMALLHUIL
HENpepbIBHbIM JIBIbKeHHeM. HeHaBUCTh kunena U my3bipuiiack BOKPYT
KepHa, noka oH 6oporncs BUTKaMu CBOE# CUpaiu NPOTHB BUTKOB CITH-
paymu Bpara. Ho Bce 370 ero kxak-To He kacajocb. OH He 4yBCTBOBAl
cTpaxa. Ml paxke xorna Hayaia MOHUMATh, YTO €My He MOOEeAUTh OIHON
TOJIBKO CHUJIOH, Jake TOrja CTpax He npuiuen. B HeM cil0BHO BeIropenu
BCE 3MOLMN. BUTOK 3a BUTKOM INpolyTbIBall OH Bpara, 60oposcs ¢ HuM
1 o6Hapy>k1Bajl, YTO OH MbITAETCS OCTAHOBUTb HEMPEOAONUMYIO CUILY,
HaBaJIMBABILYOCS Ha Hero. Ml oH He MOTr YKJIOHUTBCS OT 00OpaunBaro-
nieiics BOKpYT HEro OrHEHHOH NEeTIH.

He Mor ykJIOHUTBCS, IOTOMY YTO OHU, 3T OTFHEHHbIE KOHEUHOCTH
KaK ero camMoro, Tak ¥ Bpara, CIMIIKOM TECHO CIUIeNNCh B OUTBE, Tak
41O OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO HUKaKoe ABMxeHUe. Hanpsraice, oHM 3aCTbLlU
B PUCKOBaHHOM PaBHOBECHU, HE JIOMYCKAaIOLEM HUKaKHX ABHXKECHUI.

3areM, oueHb M3AIIHO, CYLIHOCTh, koTopas Oblta KepHoMm, cymena
NPOTAHYTHCS MBICJISIMM, €AMHCTBEHHbIM, YEM OH, B U3BECTHOM CMBICJIE,
B JTOT MOMEHT M 00najaj, NpPOTAHYTHCA M KOCHYTbCS 3acThIBLUETO
Tena bproca Xamnama. Tloromy uto Tenepb KepH 3Ham, 4To OH U ero
Bpar ObUIM CIIMLIKOM paBHbI U HE MOIVIM MPEOAONETh APYT ApYyra, eciu
TOJIbKO KTO-TO M3 HUX HE OTBILUET KAKOH-TO phiyar, KOTOPbIM CBEpPTrHET
CBOEro NPOTHBHHUKA.

Moxert, TakuM peldarom Obu1 bproc? OCTOpOXHO, HO C yCHIIMBAIO-
mumes naBneHdeM, KepH nonpo6GoBan TBepHoe, HEMOAATIMBOE TENO,
KOTOpOe€ KOrna-to ObuIo uesnoBeyeckuM. M He npousolio HuYero — Bo-
obuie HUYero. bproc sABsnCA LenabHOM, HeABXKUMOI hopMoii HeObITu,
¥ HUKaKHe MBICJIH He MO KOCHYThCs ero. Her, He bproc 6bin uctou-
HHMKOM, 4epe3 KOTOPbIH MOXKHO MCTOILUTH CUIIbI Bpara.

Tozoa umo? — GeccrpacTHo cripocun ceds KepH. U oreer mpubbin
SICHBIA ¥ HETOPOTUINBBI, CIIOBHO TONBKO U XKl 3anpoca.

M 3TM 0TBETOM OBINM KpbUIAThIE NIOAH, XAYLIHE CHapyH [opbl.

[IpakTuyecku omepexas 3Ty MbIClb, €r0 HOBbl€ CIOCOOHOCTU BU-
JeHUsl cKakHynaM 3a npenens! [opel. TaM napunu Ha pacnpaBleHHBIX
KpBUIbSX pabbl, MOANEP)KUBAEMbIE BOCXOJAIMMH MOTOKaMHU, MapHiiy,
KPYXCMIIH U JKAANN HOBBIX KOMaH[, KOTOPbIM MOIIY Obl IOBUHOBAThCA.

Ho nns HoBoro BuzaeHus KepHa 3To Ob1iM yke He TONbKO Jitoau. OHu
CTaJId MHOTOCJIOWHBIMY JIUCKAMM, TIOCTOSTHHO NEPEMEILAOILIUMUCS, U B
KKIO0M TakoM aucke muasain [na3 [opsl

I'naz, nogyman KepH. [az!

M TYT JKE orHeHHass KOHEYHOCTb, POX/I€HHAsl €r0 HOBbIMU CIIO-
COOHOCTAMM, BBICYHYNAchk U3 TOpbI ¥ morpy3uiiack B Gnuxkaiiniee nNaTHO
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TBMBI, MJIaBaloLee MO LBETHBIM JAUCKaM Kpbulatoro. Ilorpysmiace B
3TO MSATHO, HAIyNlala KOHTAKT U... KOCHYyJach UCTOYHHUKA MIIAMEHU.
U nnams npoHecnock Mo 3TOil KOHEYHOCTH M HamnosJHuno teno Kepha.
[ToyT HEOUIYyTHMO OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HaMpsPKEHHBIE BUTKH CIIH-
paJi Bpara 4yTb-4yTh NOAAIUCH N0]] €70 HAalOPOM.

Eine onuH, u eile, U euie JeTyHbl-pabbl OTAaBajld €My CBOM KpoLuey-
HBIE A3BIYKH MJIaMeHH, 1 cuna KepHa pocna ¢ KaXIbIM HOBBIM TaKHM
UCTOYHUKOM. Bo#, ocTaHOBUBLIMIACS M3-3a B3aMMHOIO MapuTeTa CTO-
POH, Terepb HEOXKUAAHHO CHOBA NpylleN B JeHCTBME, MOTOMY 4TO Oa-
naHc 6b11 cMelleH. Ho apocTh Bpara, ka3ajaoch, TOXe yBOUNACh, KOrAa
TOT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BUTKHU €ro CNUpalny HAYMHAIOT MOAABATbCI U
OTCTYNaTh.

Boii u3 3actos npeBpaTuics Teneps B CyMATULY JBUXeHuUil. [[Be or-
HEeHHbIE CMpalid OMIIMCH B KOHBYNIBCHUSX, CTeras Apyr Jpyra 1 CHOBa,
U cHOBa Opocasch B pacKaleHHYIo, spocTHyto 6uTBy. Yepes napy Gec-
KOHEUYHbIX ceKyHJ KepH MoHsJI, YTO axke 3TOro eMy HefocTarouyHo. OH
JIOJDKEH HaAMTHU elle KakoH-HUOYb HCTOUHHK SHEPTHHU, KOTOPBIN MpUHe-
ceT emy nobeny.

OrHeHHas KOHEUHOCTb, KOTOPOI OH OTHUMAJI 3HEPTHUIO Y JIETYHOB Ue-
pe3 'masa, crana wapuTh, MOrpy3wiach B HUX ellle I1yOxe U, 4To YIu-
BUTEJbHO, Halla!

MrHoBenue KepH naxe He MOT MOHATh, OTKY/Aa BAPYT MOLUHBIM MO-
TOKOM TE€YET B HEro CUjla ¥ oueMy Cnupaib Bpara Hayaja TyckHeTb. Ho
3aTeM MOHsI, U BIIEPBbie BCE €ro TOPHKECTBO NPOH3UI TpuyM¢ Onu3koit
nooebl.

[Toromy uTo sHepreTuuyeckue nytd Bpara, mpu nomoum KOTOpbIX
TOT YNpaBJisil CBOMMM pabaMu, SBISIMCH KaHANIOM, OTKPHITHIM B 00e
croponbl. Y BoT Teneprs KepH, HaurynaBmumid 3T nyTy B pabax, TAHY
yepe3 HUX CUJIBI M 9Hepruto camoro Bpara. Orcrona v 6b11 3TOT NPUANB
MOLIH.

KepH uepman sHepruto yepe3 COTHIO OTKpBITBIX KaHAJIOB, U [opa,
JIOJDKHO ObITb, NOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CUJIbI €€ UCCAKAIOT. DHEPrus, HO He
HeHaBUCTh. KepH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO YUCTas!, HEYEJIOBEUECKas Bpaxkia ro-
pesia HeracMMbIM MlameHeM B [ope, B To BpeMst Kak OTHEHHas crupaib
ee Bce TyckHena. OHa yracana, NoTOMY YTO 4yOBULIHOE CO3[aHMe, JIH-
LIEHHOE 3HEPruH, MEAJIEHHO, MEIIEHHO YMUpao!

Bpainarowasicss cnupans 6osplie He AaBuia Ha KepHa. Ero orxes-
Hbl€ KOHEYHOCTH CXXMMAJIM YXKE HE ApKHE A3bIKH IJIaMEHH, & TOHKYIO,
ONeHYI0 HEeHaBUCThb, KOTOpas BAPYr pa3Baluiiach, OPBI3HYB TOXKAEM
KPOLLUEYHBIX KanelseK, 1 B KaXA0H U3 HUX MUIACAJI0 CEMEYKO HEHaBHCTHU.
Ho cnaboe yxxe mepLaHue ucuesaso, racjio, 1 BMECTe ¢ HUM racia u
HEHaBHCTh, U BCKOPE OHU HCYE3JIU COBCEM.
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KepH nouyBcTBOBaJI, KaK BCE M3MEHSAETCA B HEM CaMOM, U B CyIN-
HocTH camoii Topel. PyxHynu mepenuBaromuecs CTEKISHHBIE CTEHBI,
pa3BalUBIINChL HA aTOMBI, Tak Kak OHM HE MOIH CYyLNEeCTBOBaTb 0e3
nojJepxuBarolel ux Aywmu orss. [lepenuparowmuiics marepyuan crai
TOHKMM TyMaHOM, KOTOPBIH TyT e pa3Besics, KaK [bIM, yX&Ke He MOoJ-
JIep>KUBas HUKOTO. XOJNOAHBIA YUCTHIA BO3MyX 00JbIO yAapuia Mo or-
HEeHHBIM KOHeuHOCTAM KepHa, xorna I'opa ucroprna ero. Kepn 3abuncs
B KOHBY/IbCHUAX B y37€ IIaMEHHU, KOTOPOE, Ka3anocCh, TOXKE MCCIKIO H
TYCKHEJIO. .. U raclo...

BOKPYT BBLJIA nuuib nycrora. Hu TeMHOTBI, HU CBETa, OJIHA ITy-
croTta. Y OH HEenoJBMAKHO BHcel B 3Tol nmyctote. OH OosbLie He Obli or-
HEHHO# cylqHocTh0. OH 6onbiue He 6buT Gusnyeckum TenoM. OH Obia
HHUYEM M HaXOAWJICH HUTJE.

Bokpyr 6buia 6eCkOHEYHOCTb, B KOTOPOil HE CylLIECTBOBAJIO Aaxe
BpeMeHH. OH pelInsl, 4TO y>K€ MHOTUE THICAUYENETHs TUIaBaeT 3/eCh.
ToicaueneTus iy ceKyHabl!

U rae-To naneko 4to-To BO3HUKI0. OH He MOHSMII, YTO UMEHHO, TONBKO
MOHS, YTO €CTh HEOBITHE — U 4TO-TO eule. OH yCNbILa 30B. DTO ObLI
MMEHHO 30B, HEBbIPA3UMO, HECTEPIUMO CNAZOCTHbIH.

Tonoc? [a, 310 Obl1 ronoc, YUCThIA, Oe3ynpeyHo MeNOJUYHbIH ro-
JI0C, npousHocAwMi uMs. Ho oH He 3Han 3T0ro MMeHM.

— KepH! — 3BaJ 3T0T ronoc.

V 3Toro ciiosa He ObLIO 3HAYE€HMA, HO caM Mo cebe cnaauaiiiumii ro-
JIOC Hayall cO3/1aBaTh 3TO 3HAYEHHUE, MOCTEMEHHO BLIPBIBAs €ro U3 olle-
neHeHus. MHOro pa3 npo3By4ajio 3TO CJ0BO, U C BHE3allHbIM OXKOTOM
0CBEOMJIEHHOCTH KepH NOHs1, YTO 3HaYUT 3TO CJIOBO.

— Moe ums! — ¢ u3ymiieHueM Moaymai oH. — Moe coOCTBeHHO uMst!

M TyT namaATh BepHynach k HeMy, 4 oH Bce noHs. Kak bproc Xannam,
OH BHICEN, BMOPOXKEHHBII B MycTOTY. M, kak Bproc, oH cam ObUT TyCThIM,
TOYHO CMEPTb.

— Kepn, KepH, BepHucs! — kpuuain ciaadaiimii ronoc.

OH y>xe 3HaJl, 4To 3T0 3a rojioc. ['onoc BUPHEI, PeKpacHbIi, Kak BOJI-
me0Has ecHsl CUpeHbl, 3BaJl €ro 0OPaTHO K JKU3HH.

MenieHHO-MeJIEHHO OH YYBCTBOBaJl, Kak K HEMYy BO3BpallaeTcs
Terno. MeaJIeHHO OH COEIMHSAJN CBOE CO3HAHHME BOEAWHO, a 3aTeM BO-
KpYT HEro BHE3amHO MOSBWJIOCH TEIJIO, U C OECKOHEYHBIM YCUJIMEM OH
[OIHA BEKU, 3aKPhIBAIOIIIME OT HErO MUP.

OH 5exaJl Ha CKJIOHE B TEIUIBIX NMOTOKaX COJHEYHOro CBETa, JIbIo-
merocs ¢ yucroro Heb6a. U He Obuto Ooinbiie Hukako#t [opel. Hukaxoit
FOJIOBOKPY>KUTEIbHON CTEKIAHHON OallHu, yXonsiuei B 3eHUT U Opo-
caromuii GneHyI0 TeHb Ha BeCh MUp. KTO-TO CKIIOHWMIICS Hajl HUM, pac-
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KPBIB KPbUIbs, 4TOOBI CONHIE He 610 eMy B ra3a. M Kpbuibs ee ObUIH
CBETJIBIE.

11 IpoBepKU OH LIEBENbHYJ CBOMM KPBUIOM. A 3aTeM CHJla BEpHY-
JIach K HEMY, TOYHO BOJIIeOHBIH MOPHIB BeTpa, U OH paclpaBUl KpbUIbs,
KOTOpbIE YyTh HE OTOpPBaIU €ro oT 3eMiu. BOKpYL, B TeHU CBOMX Kpbl-
JIbEB, HA HETO CMOTPEJIH YNIBIOAtoNecs JInla.

M KepH noHsn, 4Tto OH, HakoHel, cBOOOJEH, kak CBOOOAEH U BeChb
KpbUiaThblit Mup. M B 3ToM Mupe oH Gonbilie He ObUT 4Y)KUM.

Way of the Gods, (Thrilling Wonder Stories, 1947 Ne 4), nep. Anopeii
bypyes
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NONAEHb

(noxn. ncesn. XaacoH ['acTuHrc)

KOI'IA OH nogsst mia3a OT BOAOEMaA, Cajl — U3MEHIICA. Y3CTOH
BUZET Ha BOJIE OTpaxkeHHe CHHero Heba, 3aKaTHBIX 00JIakoB M caMoJieTa
B BblIIMHE. 3aTeM HErPOMKHUIl I'yJl MOTOPOB BHe3anHo obopBaiics. bbut
3aKar, Tenepb cTajl NoJAeHb — U Y3CTOH ObUI yxe He B Bepcaie.

Ha 310 norpe6opanucey Mecsupbl. Ho yyaom sBUIOCH TO, YTO 3TO BO-
obuie ciayumnock. Jlronu, nmymue yygeca, peako Haxomat ux. Ho Bce
xe J[xoH Y3cToH, MoxeT ObITh, HOTOMY 4TO ObL1 OH CBOOOAEH, Oe3ne-
ATENeH U JOCTaToyHO Oorar, yToObl MOTakaTh CBOMM MOpBIBaM, Mpue-
Xaj Cciofa B MOMCKax Mpu3paka — U Hauen ero. JlaHH okazaics Ipas,
Y TEOpHUsE MHOTOCEPHITHOTO BpeMEHH TOXXE Oka3aliach IpaBa, a BIOJIHE
JIOCTOBEPHBbIE HCTOPUH O MpU3pakax U3 npouuioro B BepcaibckoM cany
ObLIM He MPOCTO POCCKA3ZHAMHU.

B nepBblii 5xxe AeHb, MpUexaB Clofia, Y3CTOH UCTIBITAT KaKoe-TO CTPaH-
HO€ YyBCTBO CIIBUTa, HO OHO ObicTpO npouwio. OnHako 3Toro ObUIO 10-
CTaTo4HO, 4TOOBI OH OPOCHJI 371ECH IKOPb M CTaJl MPOTyJIMBaThCSA 10 CTa-
PbIM JIOpOXKKaM, HE COBCEM Bepsi B TO, YTO KOrIa-HUOYyAb YBUIUT JIMLIO,
MeJIbKOM IoKa3aBileecs eMy B Mepuaromux opeisrax. [Tyremectsue Bo
BPEMEHN — 3TO COBCEM HE TO, YTO MOXHO OLUEHUTb U YPaBHOBECHUTb.
OHo 1160 NpoUCXOAUT, OO0 HET.

U BOT TEnepb OHO NMPOU3OLLLIO.

Y3CTOH HENOABMMHO CTOAJI, 03Upasch. JlepeBbs U3MEHUINCH U Tie-
PEMEHUJIM CBOM MECTa, a HeMoJaJieKy BUJHENUCh HU3eHbKIE CHHUE 110~
CTPOHKU ¢ KOHMYECKMMH Kpbllamu. [lox HoramMmu BMECTO TpaBbl ObuI
TOJICTHIA KOBEP MXa. A y HOT HO-IPEXKHEMY JIe)XKa BOTOEM.

[Tocne Toro, kak MHHOBAJI IEPBOHAYAJIBHBIH LIIOK HELOBEPYUBOIO U3-
yMJIeHHs1, YICTOH MolLlIe K JoMaM ¢ KOHHYeCKMMH KpbILIaMHu.

U Toraa cnyumnock BTopoe 4yao. M3 oHOro 34aHus BBILIIK TPOE U
HalpaBUIUCh K HeMy. OAMH U3 HUX OKa3aJICsl IeBYLIKOM, JINLIO KOTOPOit
VY3cToH yxe Buzen. J{Ba Apyrux ObIH MOJIOABIMH JTIOAIBMU, CTPOHHBIMH,
B py0alikax spKoro 3eJieHOBaTo-0pOH30BOr0 LIBETA, Kak U y AeBylIku. K
B UX MOXOJIKE YyAUIOCH )KUBOE JTIOOOMBITCTBOM.

[Toka YocTOH missen Ha HUX, TO Bce Oojee yGexaancs, 4To o4y-
TUJICS B MHOM MHpe, WIH OTAAJICHHOH BO BpeMeHHM 3moxe. Bce Tpoe
ObUIN HEBEPOATHO CTPOMHBIMU, HO HE HEJIOBKUMM WJIM YIJIOBaTbIMH, U
HeJb3s OBUIO Ha3BaTh XYABIMU UX TOHKHE, pe3HbIE YE€PTHI JIML. 3eeHO-
BaTO-OpOH30BBIE 1433 YCTABIMIIUCH HA HETO.
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VY3CTOH OTKpBIT ObUIO POT. ONHOBPEMEHHO €My INPHIIIO B FOJIOBY,
YTO OHH, CKOpee BCEro, He CMOryT MOHATh Apyr Apyra. Ho tpoe ocra-
HOBUJIUCH U XKJAIH.

— IIpuBeT, — 3auKas’ch, BbIAABUI YICTOH.

Bce Tpoe 3aynbibanichk 1 MOBTOPUIH €ro NMPUBETCTBHE. Bo3MoxHO,
OHU MTPOCTO U3 BEXITUBOCTH MOBTOPAIIH €ro cioBa. Clierka omenomIieH-
Hblii, Y2CTOH czienai ele oJHy MOMbITKY.

—TI'ne 5?7 — cnpocun ox. — Uto 310 3a MecTO?

— 39710 J[XKEKHp, — OTBETUIIA JEBYLIKA.

—O-o!.. Aroa... kakoii... ceiigac?..

HA CEM PA3 011 IPOCTO CMOTpE/IN Ha HEro, BCe eLe Ybloasch, HO
CJIOBHO Y€ro-TO Jajau. bblI0 OUYeHb TUXO, TOJILKO [JIe-TO ILeJleCTen
JIUCTBS. 3aTeM OJJH U3 MY>XYUH pa3BepHYJICS U MEAJCHHO MOLIeN Ha3al.

— Ero xnet pabora, — ckazana qeBylIka. — A Bbl Ha BpeMs 3aKOHYHJTH
CBOO paboTy? MeHs 30BYT...

Wms npo3syyano kak-to Bpoae Cepena.

VY3CTOH He 0K1Jajl TAKOro CIIOKOHHOIo OTHOLIEHMS K cebe. OH Hayan
ObUT0 YTO-TO OOBACHATH, HO JIEBYyILIKa [IpepBaJia ero.

— 51 Toxe ToMKHA BEPHYTLCA K CBoeil paboTe, — ckazajia OHa, OBep-
HYyJIach, a Y3CTOH 6€CIOMOILHO B3TVISAHYJ HA OCTaBIHErocs.

Ho ot Hero Toxxe ABHO He Ob1I0 HUKAKOI MOMOLLU.

Torma Yacron nocnenoBan 3a CepeHol, 4yBCTBYsl cebsi cOUTHIM ¢
tonky. OHa BouLTa B OAHO M3 3/aHHil. YOCTOH MIarHyn 3a Heil u 00-
Hapy>XWJ, 4TO 3TO YAUBUTEIbHOE MecTo. TaM ObUIM KOpPUIOpHI M He-
NpaBUJIbHON (OpMe KOMHATKH, U APYCbl, NOX0XKKUE HA OaNKOHBI, U BCE
3TO pa3Aessioch MOJynpo3payHbiMU cTeHaMu. Y kpyrom Obuid OTHM:
3eJIeHble, TeMHO-CHHHUE U MOP(HUPOBbLIE, KaK OKeaH.

JlorHar aeByuiky, Y3CTOH YBUJEN, YTO OHA HECET CTEKJISHHBIN Liap.
Ho korjia OHY BBILLUIM HA IHEBHOH CBET, OH MOHSJI: L1ap, O4€BUIHO, NO-
JIOH AbIMa, CTpyiiKa ero To U Aejl0 MOosABAANach U3 OTBEPCTUA Ha Bep-
LIMHE U TYT Xe npsATanach o0paTHo, B TakT noxozake CepeHbl.

CepeHa Mosioxuia wap Ha MOX ¥ NMpUHANACh 3a paboTy, COBEPLIEHHO
He oOpallas BHUMaHus Ha Y3cToHa. OHa 3axIyia OrOHb — Y3CTOH He
TIOHSAJI, KaK, OH NPOCTO CeNl U MPHHSJICA CMOTPETh Ha niams. JleByuika
TOXeE MPOCTO CUJIENA U CMOTpena Ha oroHb. M OonbLie He ObL10 HUYEro.

JBaxcabl Y3CTOH MbITalCs 3arOBOPUTH C JIEBYLIKOii, HO Ta He OTBe-
yana. HakoHel, eMy Hajoeno, U OH IOLUeN uccienoBarsb 3aaHue. [lox
KOHel| OH NO-NpeXHEeMY HUYEro He MOHUMAaJj, NpUYEeM He YBUAEN HH
OJIHOTO U3 TeX JIIOAEH, YTO BCTPETUIIM €ro CHapy>Hu. XOTs OH OXMAA,
YTO Tak OHO U Oyner.
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Ilouemy onu ne yousunucv? 3
— nopyman YactoH. Heyocenu 3§
nymewecmeus 60 8pPeMEHU
30eCb  HACMONbKO — pachpo-
cmpanenvl? Hnu mym Oeno 6
yem-mo opyzom?

MuHoBall MNOJNAEHb, NpPO-
uren JAeHb W Havancs romy6oi
Beyep, a Y3CTOH BCe LIsICH,
KaK NpU3pak, 0o TOMY CTpaH-
HOMY, HEMIOCTH)XXKUMOMY MECTY,
CIIMLIKOM  YYXIOMY, 4YTOObI
OH 4TO-HMOYApL nonsn. Hako-
Hell, oH yBujen CepeHy U Tex
JBoux napHed. OHU CTOANH Ha
MXy Mepel ONHHUM M3 3[aHUMH.
VY3cTOH BbIIIEN K HUM U yBH-
zen, 4yto oHM eaar. Torma oH
K HAM MpUcOeAnHMICH. IOTO
Obula camas CTpaHHas efa,
KaKylo koraa-nu6o mnpobosai
Vacton. Ero kopmuna cama
semasa! B rasone Bozne ero
HOL, OTKpbUIOCb, TOYHO POT,
orBepctue. OHO OBIIO MOTHBIM
4ero-To, HaloOMUHAIOLLEr0
xene. Habmonas 3a gpyrumu,
VYacton Habpan MpUroplIHIO
3TOro Xejle M OCTOPOXKHO MO-
npo6oBan ero. OHO oka3alloch
JOCTAaTOYHO MpUEMJIEMbIM Ha
BKYC.

3arem y BojoeMa BO3HMKIIO
KOJIBLIO 3€NIEHbIX pacTeHMH,
OHU OBICTPO PpOCIH, MPIMO
Ha masax HabyXJd M IOYTH
PacKpBUIMCH 1IBETHI, KOTOpBIE
CTaJId NMOTOM KpYIIbIMH GpyK-
TaMH, MOXOXKHMH Ha LIApUKH,
KOTOpBIE CTalld PacTH CTOJBKO
ke ObicTpo. Cepena copsana
oavH Takoi (GpPYKT M cwena




ero. Y3CTOH BPEMEHHO BBIOPOCHII M3 FONOBBI BCE BONPOCHI U TOXE CTa
obenars.

Kora oHM 3aKOHYHMITH C €710/, BOIOEM 3aKpbLics, a pacTeHus obparu-
JIUCH B SIPKYIO PO30BYIO IbUIb, OCHINABLIYIOCS Ha MOX. Bce Tpoe mMect-
HBIX CeJTi Ha 3eMJTI0, He o0pallias BHUMaHUS Ha Y3CTOHA, ¥ 3aTOBOPUITH.

— OrHy cerofHs ropenu xopouuo, — ckazana Cepena. — [muny obpa-
OarbiBaTh ObLLIO HECIIOXKHO.

— A 'y MeHs 6bU1d HeOoNbLIMe 3aTpyAHEHUs, — IPOOOPMOTAJ OIMH U3
IOHOLIEH.

— BbI ckopo 3akoHuUUTE? — CIIPOCKN Y3CTOH, M BCE TPOE YCTaBUIUCh
Ha HEro CO CTPaHHbIM HETEPIICHUEM.

— 51 3akoHuy, — orBeTHna Cepena. — Jlymalo, 4To 3aKOHUy. A Kak Aa-
JIEKO MPOABUHYIUCH Bbl?

— VY MeHs 31ech HeT paboThl, — OTBETHI Y3CTOH. — S U3 Apyroro Bpe-
MeHH. DT0 BooOlLLe He Moit mup. S... S...

OH 3amMonyall, MOTOMY YTO OHU CMOTpEJIM Ha Hero ¢ BeXJIMBOH pacce-
STHHOCTbIO. A 3aTe€M NPOLOJKUIU Pa3roBOp, CIOBHO U HE ClblLUallK €ro.

Havano temHeTs. BpeMs B 3TOM Mupe SBHO ObLJI0 HHOE. Y3CTOH I0-
KkuHyn Bepcanp Ha 3akare, a HosBHJICA 3Aech B onaeHb. CepeHa, HaKo-
Hell, BCTaJIa U HalpaBUJach B POLIMIY BBICOKUX AepeBbeB. C Kaxa0ro
JlepeBa CBUCAJIM YEThIpe BETBU, U HA KOHLE Kax Ol BETBU Obl1 OrpoOM-
HbIi 3aKpbIBLIKICS LBETOK. [IpyueM LBEThbl MEJIEHHO PACKPbIBANIUCh.

CepeHa 1arHyna B Msrkoe yriybneHue Omipkaiiliero LBeTka U
yyernack B HeM. O0a IOHOLIM TOXE 3aie3/d B Takoe ke (aHTacTHue-
ckue ramaku. OIMH LIBETOK OCTasICs MyCThIM.

VY3cTOH 3akoiiebascs, OCTaBIUMCh OAMH B cryuiaslueiics TemHore. C
TeX Mop, KaK OH I0MaJ CIoJja, eMy ellle He OTBETUJIM HU Ha OJUH BOIPOC.
Ho ero u He otBepriiu. J{axke 3TOT MUp MpPUHsIT ero 0e3 BCAKUX BONPO-
cOB. BrioiHe BO3MOXHO, YTO BUepa BeuepoM ObUIO JIMLIb TPH LIBETKA, a
Tenepb UX CTaJo YeThIpe.

CepeHy u napHeil Ob1710 He BUJHO B raMakax, oKauMBaloOLUXCsl Ha,
ronoBoil YactoHa. OH ry0oko B31OXHYN M oTBepHyncs. OH Hanpa-
BUJICA K BOAOEMY, KOTOPBIit OBUT TEM MPOXOAOM, Yepe3 KOTOPbIif OH MOT
nonacTh B COOCTBEHHOE BpeMs, HO YTO-TO HE J]aBajio €My BEPHYThCS.
Taxas BOZBMOXHOCTb MOIVIa Y>K€ U HE BOZHUKHYTb. Y3CTOH NOIYYHJ,
yTo XoTes. OH XOTeNn NnonacTh B MHOE NpocTpaHcTBo-Bpems. Ho... o1-
KyJa OH 3HaJ, 4TO 3a MHUp OKpykaeT ero? M MoxeT nu oH uTo-1160
pasy3Harb O HeM?

B KOHINE KOHIIOB, oH BepHyJICs K 4eTBEPTOMY LIBETKY U Jier. Jle-
NECTKU COMKHYJIUCh BOKPYT Hero. B HO3apu yaapun cnankuii, npoxnaj-
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HbII1 apoMar, ObIIO TETJI0, ero JeroHbKO MOKAYMBAJO... ¥ 3TO NMOCHe/-
Hee, 4TO OH NoMHuI. Ha cnenyromuii 1eHs. ..

A Ha cnefyrouuii AeHb 1BO€ NapHei NonbITanuch yOuTh ero.

Ha paccBeTe 11BETHI pacKpbUIMCH, U BCE YETBEPO MOLUIM KyNaThCs B
BOJIOEME CBETAILEHCSA BOABIL, KOTOpas Ha oulynb ObU1a, TOUHO Hienk. [To-
TOM BO MXY OTKPBLIOCH €lll€ OTHO MaJIeHbKO€ OTBEPCTHE U HAKOPMMUJIIO
ux Bcex. BrnocneacTeun, urHopupys Gecrnoyie3Hble BONPOCH Y3CTOHA,
CepeHa ymina k cBoeit pabote. O6a napHs XONOAHBIMH IN1a3aMy HabIo0-
Jany, Kak Y3CTOH MOocCien0oBal 3a HEM.

Tenepb Y3CTOH yxe NOHSI, YTO JOJDKEH CKOpo yiTu orciona. Ecnu
OH ObICTPO He MOJIyYHJI OTBETHl Ha CBOU BOMPOCHI, TO CaM HMKOIZA He
otbileT ux. [ToaToMy oH mpomomkan mpucrasark k Cepene, crnpalum-
Basl, YTO 3TO 32 TOPOJOK, YEM OHA 3aHUMAETCS, Ha YTO MOX0XK OKPY’Karo-
LM MUp, U THICSYM JPYTUX BOIMPOCOB, KOTOPbIE SBHO BOOOIIE HUYErO
He 3HaYuIu Ans Hee. MHOraa oHa oTBeyana, HO JIMlIb pa3 okazaja ¥a-
CTOHY HacTosAuylo nomoiips. OHa ckazana:

— Cnpocu 06 3ToM 3HaHue.

U nokasana Y3cToHy HanpaBiaeHue.

Bo3MoXxHO, OHa MONpOCTy XoTesa U30aBUTHCA OT €ro Ha3oMJIMBOIO
NpPUCYTCTBUS.

Bo BcsakoM ciiyuae, OH nocienoBai ykazaHHoMy CepeHoit Hanpasie-
HUIO, YyBCTBYA ce0sl HEBE)KECTBEHHBIM PeOEHKOM B MUpE CBEPXYMHBIX
B3pocnbiXx. Ho camo cnoBo 3HaHMe 3Byuasno BecbMa OOHaAEKUBaIOLIE.
Bubnuoreka ayauo WM BHUICOKHHT, MM KaKoOW-TO paJuoO-aTOMHBIN
MO3L: Y3CTOH HyBCTBOBaJI pacTyllee BOJHEHHE, MOKa IIApHI MO0 TOMY
30aHHUI0, Ha KOTOpoe ykasana CepeHa.

OH He cpa3zy Hawen ero. KoMHara Beimisgena oObIYHOM, €Cly BO-
obuie Morna nokasarbes OOBIYHOMN Jir00ast 3/IeIIHAs KOMHATa, 3auTas
ryOoKMM XOJIOAHbIM cBeTOM. HO uepes kakoe-TO BpeMs OIMH U3 MO-
JIOABIX JroAel MpoHeccs MUMO YCTOHA B JIBEPHO# MPOEM U Mpoluen K
JanbHEH cTeHe.

B cTeHe BO3HMK ApKMI LIBETHOI1 oBajl. YenoBek CToAN U, Ka3ajlocCh,
9TO-TO Ciyluaj. 3aTeM pa3BepHYJICA U yIles yepe3 Apyryko aBepb. Sp-
KM oBaJ norac.

Koraa YacToH nopoien k ToMy MeCTy, OBall CHOBa 3acBeTuics. Jla,
3To 1 ObIIO 3HaHWe. DKBUBAJIEHT CynepOubnuorekn. MaiinHa, paau-
0-aTOMHBIH MO3I, MEXaHMYECKHUH KOJUIOU], KYJbMUHAIUA BCEX BBIYMC-
JIMTENBHBIX MAlIHUH 3MOXH YOICTOHA. 3HaHHWE OTBEYaJl0o Ha BOMPOCHI.
Paca CepeHbl Hy)xJalacb B TAKOM pafn0-aTOMHOM MO3re, TOTOMY 4TO
JaBHBIM-JIJaBHO, MHOTOIO BEKOB Ha3all, yTpaTuiia onpeleneHHbli Yeno-
Beueckuii ¢akrop.

Ona yTpatuna cnocoGHOCTb MBICITHTb.
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Ha, y 3newmiHux arofei 6pi1a nHunuaruea. Ho takoBast ecTh U y pac-
TeHui. Y kaxaoro usetka. OHU MOINY ONEpUPOBaTh HEpa3yMHbIMU Be-
1mamMu. Bruito4aTh U BBIKTIOYATh UX MO Mepe HaJoOHOCTU. 3HaHue 00b-
SICHUJIO 3TO B OTBET Ha TUXUIl BONPOC Y3CTOHA.

Ho 3nanue ObUIO BCcero MUIilb MAIIMHOW — U OHA HE MOHMMAJIa, YTO
UMEHHO XOTeNl Y3HaThb Y3CTOH. 3a 3TMM SPKHM OBJIOM Y3CTOH He-
BOJILHO MpeACTaBisi cebe uyenoBeka, ONapeHHOro CBepXuesloBeueCcKoi
MYZAPOCTbIO U OJHOBpPEMEHHO ApyxentoOHoro. Ho, pasymeercs, Tam
He ObU10 HUYero nogodHoro. ToNbKo paino-aTOMHBIN MO3T, BKIIIOUYALO-
uuiics, 4ToObI BBINOIHATH ONpeAeneHHble (PYHKIMH, HO He UMEIOLHH
MHULMATUBbI JaBaTh JIFOASAM T 3HaHUs, KOTOpble ObIM UM HEOOXOMMBI.

Ho HakoHeU-TO, Y3CTOH MOJLy4us OTBEThl HAa CBOX BOIIPOCL.

[ToTom OH BbILIEN Ha YAHIY MOABILIATH CBEXHUM BO3AyXoM. OH uyB-
CTBOBAJ, YTO 3a/bIxaeTcs. Baaneke oH Buznen CepeHy M MOJNOABIX JitO-
Zieit, paboTaroImx co CBOMMH HE3€MHBIMHU OTHSIMH, a HABEPXY SPKO CBe-
TUJIO COJIHLE JIOJIroro nonynHs Yenoseuecrna.

Ha, 370 6611 nonjeHs. Y 3TOT nonjieHb IIUACH YXkKe Thicsuu jeT!

TpyaHo cka3aTb, 4TO YICTOH OXKUIAN HaiTH B Oyayuiem. Ho yx sBHO
He TO, O ueM pacckazano emy 3HaHue. OH CTOsJI, MOTes M CTPaHHBIM
o0pa3oMm He xenas HUkyAa uaTy. He xemnas Boobuie aABurarscs. Bokpyr
YTO-TO TUXOHbKO luenecteno Bo Mxy. OH ciblllan YTO-TO MOXOXKEE HA
TPecK MJIaMeHHU, ¥ ABXAb] YCIbILIA NyO0oKkuil B3710X, CJIOBHO KaKOH-TO
TUTaHT CAenall CBOM MEpBbIi B )KM3HHU ITIOTOK BO3/YyXa.

Bokpyr crosn nmosaeHb. To ¥ ObUIO OTBETOM Ha BCE €ro BOMPOCHI.
[Monaens, ANUBLIKICS, BOBMOXHO, YK€ MUJUTHOHBI JIET. Y3CTOH MOMbI-
Tacs nocTuyb 370. Ho 310 G110 Bce paBHO, YTO NOCTUYb NOTOK. EMy
TPYIHO ObLIO OCO3HATD, YTO, KOTIA Bbl JOCTUrAeTe COBEPLISHCTBA B Oy K-
BaJIbHOM CMBbICJIE€ 9TOrO CJI0BA, TO JAJIbLIE YXKe HEKYA NOAHUMATHLCS, U
HEBO3MOXHO YMacTb.

Paca Cepensl pocturna cosepiueHcTBa. B nonaens YenoBeyecTBa
OHa ocraHoBunach. M Hukoraa He OyieT HU NPOAOJDKEHUS OHS, HU CY-
MepeK, HO, XOJIOAHO NOAYMa Y3CTOH, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, HACTaHET HOYb!

OH 3HaJ, 4YTO NOAOOHOE YK€ NMPOUCXOAMNO mpexiae. MypaBbeB U
mues HaxOWJIM B OKAMEHENOCTIX MUJIJTMOHONETHEH JAaBHOCTH, M 3TO
OBLIM TOYHO TAKUE XKE MUeNbl U MypaBbU, KaK U COBPEMEHHbIE. A Takxke
00blYHble TapakaHbl — CTO MUJUIMOHOB JIET OHU HE MEHsIU CBO# 00-
nuk. Korna-ro oHM AOCTUITIM COBeplleHCTBa, aOCONOTHON ananTaluu
K CBOEH cpefie, U — OCTaHOBWIIUCH. A Tenepb U pOJ YETIOBEUECKUI Tak
K€ OCTaHOBHIICS.

[Tongens...

168



¥Y3CTOH OTIIPABUJICH uckare CepeHy. OH Bce elle He MOT
OCO3HATh, YTO OHA... KTO OHA Takas. OH Hallesn ee, paboTarolly0 BMe-
CTe ¢ JByMSI MY>XYMHAaMH, a Cpeid OrHel HeMmoJABUXHO cTosna (purypa
TMraHTa. ¥Y3CTOH M03BaJl J€BYLIKY.

[Monpens!

Tenepb oH 3HanN, KaKyl0 pabOTy OHM BBINOJHSIN U MOYEMY OHA TaK
noriomana ux. OH 3HaJ, YTO OHU TBOPWIM >XU3Hb. TBOpuiu Gecko-
HeyHOo, 0e3HalleXHO, )KU3Hb B HECTAOWIbHbIX (OpPMax, KOTOpbIE UCUE-
3aIM WIK YHUYTOXANMCh, KaK TOJBKO BBIXOAWIHU U3 orHedl. OH Taroke
3HaJ 0 OECUNCIIEHHBIX DKCIIEPUMEHTaX, KOTOPbIE OHU yXe UcIIpoboBanu
u counu Gecrione3HbiMu. M Taioke, BO3MOXHO, KaKUM-To 00pa3oM Jora-
JbIBAJICA, IOYEMY OHU paboTaIOT U OYEMy BCE BpeMs TEPIIAT HEeyAauH.

[To ananoruu emMy cTaso sCHO, YTO MPOU3OLIIO C YEJIOBEYECKUM PO-
JIOM B HHTEpBaJie MEXIy €ro COOCTBEHHBIM BpPEMEHEM U HBIHEIUHE
anoxoil. Ina atoro oH U uckan CepeHy. OH XOTen Kak ciledyeT pac-
CMOTpETH €€ CTPaHHY10, BOJIHYIOLIYIO, CBEPXBECTECTBEHHYIO KPacoTy U
y6enuThb cebs, yeM OHa ABMAETCS. .. KEM OHa ABJIAETCA.

B aT0ii IeByluke oLylIaloCh HEUTO rMmHOTHYecKoe. Takoil 6neck,
Takoe COBEPLICHCTBO, Takas HEBEPOATHAsA YBEPEHHOCTb BO BCEM, YTO
OHa jenana, 6e3 eqMHOro JIMIUIHEro ABWXXEHHUS WM MOMEHTa Hepellu-
TenbHOCTH. KOoHeuHo, B Heli Bce 3To 6b1T10 BO3MOXHO — KaK HEBO3MOXKHO
B 00bIuHBIX Moasx. [ToroMy 4yTo oHa TO, keM Obu1a. OnHaKo, YICTOHY
HYXHO ObIJIO NOMIAIETh Ha Hee.

OH Hawen ee paboTatoleit ¢ IByMs TapHAMH, a CPeAU OTHeH yBUAeN
HEMOJBWKHYIO TMTaHTCKYIO (GUTypy, BO3BBIILABIIYIOCS HaJl HUMH.

— Cepena! — no3Ban Y3CTOH.

Ecnu 6v1 1 monvko moe ckazame eil, NOAyMal OH, yoeoums ee 8 mom,
YUMo NPOUCXO0UmM, Mo, 60IMOICHO, OHA ObLIL 6Ce dice OBPAMUILA HA MEHS
BHUMAHUE.

OHa 1arHyna Briepesl, CTPAXHBas C PyK A3BIUKM TUIAMEHH, TOYHO
Boxay. Barmsaa ee Obin ewwe Gonee spkuii, yeM 0OBIYHO, HA IPEKPACHOM,
Jla)Ke CBETALLIEMCS JI1LE.

— Ha aToT pa3 MbI JoObeMcs ycriexa, — 3asiBHJIa OHa, U 10 CIUHE Y-
CTOHa npobexkan xoioaok. — Teneps, koraa NOSBUICS Thl, JUIA HaC A0-
CTYTIHBIM cTaJl HOBBIH Qaktop. Tel cam. Tel Hy>)xeH HaMm. 3HaHUE TOJIBKO
4YTO HaM CKa3ajo, YTO €CJIM MbI MCIOb3yeM TBOW pa3yM, TO MOJYy4YHUM
JIy4l1y}0 BO3MOXKHOCTb YCIELIHO 3aBEPLIUTh CBOIO paboTy.

Y3CTOH 3arisiHyJI B €€ IJla3a U YBUJEN TaM JIMIIb ycToTy. BHe3anHo
JIeBy1IIKa CXBATHJIa ero 3a pyKy. OHa Obl1a CUIBHON — y)KaCHO CUIIBHOM.
O0a napHs OCTaBUJIM CBOM OI'HU C M'MIaHTCKOHN (Urypoii u JBUHYIUCH
K Y3CTOHY.
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OH BbIpBaJI pyKy ¥ OLI€e, MOrpyasch MO LIUKOJIOTKH B MOX, MOILIEN
KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee K JBEpU BO BpEMEHH Y BoJoeMa MO sIpKUM, Oecko-
HEYHbIM HeOOM MOJNyAHS.

Ho TyT BO MXy YTO-TO THXOHBKO 3allIEJIECTENIO, U BHE3ANHO Y3CTOH
MO4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €0 HOT'U YTO-TO MOMMano U He nyckaeT. OH nomn.l-
Tajcs pBaTbCs BIepel — U PacTAHYJICs Ha 3eMJIe.

Korga oH cen, To yBuJeN, YTO HAXOAUTCA B KOJIbLE HEBEPOATHBIX
KPOLIECYHBIX CYILIECTB — HE JIO[eH, HEe >XHUBOTHBIX U HE HACEKOMBIX.
Slpko pacuBeYEHHBIX MalleHbKUX CYLIECTB, MEpLAIOLIUX N0 KpasM He-
peanbHbIM MepuHaHueM. [Toka OH CMOTpel, IBoe M3 HUX pacHalluch M
ucyesnu B Bo3nyxe. Jlpyrue, omyCTUBIIKCH HA MOX, CMOTPEJId Ha HEro
TBEpAbIMU, ONECTALMMU CaMOLBETaMU IJ1a3.

Heynaunble 3kcnepuMeHTHI... OH BBIOPOCHIT U3 FOJIOBBI 3TU MBICIIH.
Cepena 1 06a napHs CTOSJIM HaJl HUM, TSI CBEPXY BHH3 C BEXKIIUBBIM,
HO sIBHbIM HeTepneHueM... JKoym, nogyman Y3CTOH, umober noma-
WUMb MeHs 8 NIAMA U NEPeGoPMUPO8ams Moe meio §. ..

CepeHa ynbIOHYNIach U NPOTSAHYNA PYKY.

Ecnu Gbl OH TONbKO MOr 3acTaBUTh €€ NoHATh! Ero oxBaruia cuib-
Heiflias nanuka. HyxxHo TaHyTh BpeMsa! OH nomkeH nobeauts. OHU
Be/lb He ObUIH MO-HACTOsIIEMY pa3yMHbIMU. Terepb OH 3HAJ 3TO.

VY3CTOH BCTal.

—Noroaure, — cka3an oH. — S moiixy ¢ BaMu, HO AaBaiiTe CHa4asa BCe
npoBepuM. Jloctarouno yxe owmubok. [oitnemre co MHOI k 3HaHMIO U
MOCIy1laeM, YTO OHO CKaXEeT, Koraa uccienyet 31o!

OHH BIOJTHE OXOTHO MOLIMA BMeCTe ¢ HUM. Bokpyr, HepeanbHO Mep-
uas, KpyTUI0Ch CKOTJIEHHE KPOLIEYHbIX IPKHM CYLIECTB. YICTOHY NpU-
111712 B OJIOBY MbICTIb 00 Dneme.

OTKpBUIOCH OBaJIbHOI OKHO B CTE€HE, YOCTOH 3a/ajl BONPOC, U B ro-
JIOBE Y HEro, Kak U y OCTaJIbHbIX, TIOSIBUJICS HEOXKUIaHHbIIT OTBET.

— Ha, — cxazano 3HaHue, — y TeOs ecTh (hakTop pasyma, KOTOpbIi
MOXeT 00ycnoBuTh ycnex. dakTop, KOTOphI 1 0OHapYXXUII0O B CaMOM
3onorom CBete, BIAIOLIEMCS KBUHTICCEHLMEH caMOro CoBepLIEHCTBa.
Ho y >xeH1UuHbI ecTh HeuTo 6osbluee. OHO ABNAETCS PELIECCUBHBIM B €€
MO3TY, HO Topa3/io CuiibHee, YeM TBOW JOMUHHPYIOLIKUii (akTop.

— 3onotoil CBeT? — cnpocuin Y3CTOH, CTPEMSCh BbIUIPaTh BpeMs. —
Yro 310?

— 51 He MOr'y OTBETUTB. DTO HEM3BECTHO.

CepeHe Ha10€JI0 UX CIIyLIaTh.

— Tak MBI fOOBEMCS ycriexa, ecJid s UCNOJb3YI0 B KauyecTBe paboyero
Marepuaiia cebs? — CoKoiHO CIpocuia oHa.

— CepeHa, Thl HE MOXeELlb 3TOr0 caenars! — BOCKJIMKHYJ YICTOH.
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HO OHA HE cnymana ero. OHa noBepHy/ach U BbIlIIA, a 32 Helt
n napHi. OQuH U3 napHed ONIAHYNCA HAa YICTOHA, U B €ro rasax Obul
xonon cMmepTu. IlotoMy uTo VactoH Oonblie He UMen 3HaueHus. [lo
KpaiiHel Mepe, Ui HUX.

Y3CTOH 3HaJ, YTO JIM4HAas yrpo3a i Hero MuHoBasia. Ho teneps,
KOIZia OH MOT" 6eCIIPeNATCTBEHHO OTIPABUTHCS K ABEPU BO BPEMEHH, TO
He cTaJ 3Toro enars. OH 10KeH OBITh YBUIETD, 4TO OyneT ¢ CepeHoi.
ITo3ToMy mocneroBas 3a HUMH TPEeMS.

Ha ceii pa3 oH nyuiue paccmoTpen ¢urypy, GopMUpYIOLLYIOCS B OTHE.
370 ObL1 YEJIOBEK, TUI'AHT METpPa MOJ [Ba C OJIOBUHON POCTA, BLICOKMUIA,
MpeKpacHbIii, kak 6or, ApoXkaluit Bo3poxxaatouieiics sxu3npto. Ho rmaza
€ro ObUIH MYCTHL

Tpoe cobpanuck Bo3Jie HOBOrO OrHs. Y3CTOH CMOTpeJ Ha Hux. OHu
3aBeplINIM NpurotopieHus. 3areM CepeHa, AepiKach 3a pyKy OAHOIO
U3 MapHeil, NPUroTOBUIIACH IIArHYTh B OTOHb. Y3CTOH OpOCUIICS K HUM.

OH cxBaTui AeBYLIKY 3a mje4yd. [lapHu nocMoTpeny Ha HEro clno-
KoiiHO W ©Oe3 Maneimero nmobonbiTcTBa. Brepeau kumenu s3blku
NJ1aMEeHH.

— CepeHa, Tbl He MOXellb! — 3akpryan Y3cToH. — S He no3Bounto Tebe
caenarb 3To!

Omna He orBetuna. Ero cnosa Hudero He 3Haywiy s Hee. OH yyB-
CTBOBa/ /aBJ€HUE €€ TeNa, OHAa Mojanach BIEpel, K OTHI0, 1 roToBa
Obl1a BOMTH B HETO B TY XK€ CEKYHY, KaK OH OTITyCTHUT ee.

OnuH U3 napHeil CXBaTWU €ro 3a pyKy M NOMBITAICS OCBOOOAUTH
CepeHy. Y3cTOH pan ObL1 3TOMY ONpaBAaHHIO CBOUX JajlbHEeHIIUX MOo-
CTYNKOB, TeNepb OH cTan yBepeH B cebe. OH pa3BepHyjcs U cBoOO-
HOH pyKoOii ¢ CHIJION yiapuJi napHs B YeNIOCTb. TOT OTNPSAHYA U ynaji Ha
3eMJIIO, TZIe M OCTasICs, DA Ha Y3cToHa 6e3 yAUBJEH!s WK THEBA, HO
C SICHBIM HaMEpEeHUEM B Ila3ax.

VYactoH noaxBarui CepeHy, OTOpBal €e 0T 3eMJIM M nobexxasn Tsxe-
701 peIcLON, Hecs ee Ha pykax. JloOpaBuincs 1o yria 6amxaiero 3aa-
HUsl, OH OCTAHOBMJICA M MIsiHYN Hasal. IlapHu BepHyIHCh K MEpBOMY
OTHIO, [€ CTOANA MMIAHTCKast (QUrypa, U CTalu 4YTO-TO AeNaTb C HUM,
ObICTPO 1 JIOBKO, €3 eIMHOr0 JIMIIHEro ABikeHuA. [I0ToM OHU ABaXIbl
yKas3ani Ha Y3CToHa.

On omycrtun CepeHy Ha 3eMJIIO, HO He OTmyckall ee 3amicthsi. OHa
HE CONpOTUBMsIACH, HO, KAK TOJbKO OKa3ajach Ha 3emie, TyT XK€ Mo-
BEPHyJach U TNOMNBITAIACh BEPHYThCA K OTHAM. Y3CTOH He OTMYCTHI,
B3sJT [IOKpeNye U TMOBeN K IBEpH BO BpeMeHH, Benyllueil B Bepcans u
JBaJLiaTbIH BeK.

Ho nBepp oH He cMoOr HaiiTU. A BCkope M3-3a 31aHHs C KYMOJOM Bbl-
IIeNT TUTAHT U, NOUIAThIBAsCH, HAMPABUJICA K HUM, He cBoAs a3 ¢ Ce-
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peHbl. OH OblT rpoMaiHblil. OH 1€, HIaTasch, IOTOMY YTO ObUT TOIBKO
YTO CO3/1aH, HO HEYKJIOHHO MPUONMKAIICA K HUM.

OrpomHble pykd OCTOpOXHO B3sid CepeHy, 0CBOOOAUIU ee U3 3a-
XBara Y3CTOHA U MOAHSIIH, YTOOBI YHECTHU K JKAYLIUM MapHIM.

VY3CTOH BCKOYMII THMTaHTy Ha CIIMHY U 3aXBaTHJI €ro LIS MPHEMOM
n3tono. CepeHa ynana Ha 3eMJIt0, HO Y3CTOH TYT e IOHsJ, YTO He CY-
MeJT IPUYHHUTE CBOEMY MPOTHUBHUKY O0Nb. [MraHT nake He mbITajcs
00pOThCS C HUM, OH TOJIbKO CTPEMMJICS MOMTU Jainblie, U ObLT upes-
BblYaliHO CUJIeH. Y3CTOH 4YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO €ro Mblllllbl 1oj GreaHoi
arnacHol koxkeil He ObITM OOBIYHBIMM YETIOBEUECKUMH, OHM OBUTH OoJiee
TBEpIBIMHU, TOYHO KaK cepleyHas Mbllula. 1 eauHCTBEHHAs NpUYMHA,
noyeMmy Y3CTOHY BOOOILLE yAanoCh 3aXBaTUTh €ro, KpbUlach B TOM, 4TO
TUraHT ObUT TOJNBKO YTO COTBOPEH M MHOTroro euie He ymen. OH He Hay-
YHJICS KOOPAMHUPOBATE CBOU JBIDKeHU. K ToMy ke, y Hero Obl1a eiuH-
CTBEHHas Lenb — npuHecT Ha3an CepeHy. M HUUTO B MUpe HE MOMIO
nomelnath eMy BBITTOJIHUTH CBOE MpeqHa3zHaYeHHe.

A CepeHa yxe BO3Bpallaiach K OrHIM. IT0 ObLJIO CIOBHO B KOLIMap-
HOM CHe. Y3CTOH CHpbITHYJI ¢ TUraHTa, nodexkan 3a Heil U CHOBA MOJHA
ee. CepeHa He conpoTuBisiack B ero oobaTnax. Teneps GecrnonesHo
ObLITO MBITATBCS OTHICKATh ABEPH BO BPEMEHH, HYXHO ObUTO 6exarb. A
[CUTaHT Y2Ke MEAJICHHO LUeJl 32 HUMMU.

VY3CTOH MOHST, YTO AOJDKEH YBEJIMYUTh Pa3phiB MEXy HUMH, YTOOBI
MIOTOM BEPHYTbCS K BOAOEMY U HaiiTH JABEpb BO BPEMEHMU, MPEXIE UEM
FUTaHT HayYUThCA KOOPAMHUPOBATh CBOM ABMXeHUs. CTosn monjeHb.
VY53CTOHY MOKa3aloch, YTO BPEMs MPOAEIBIBAET KaKHME-TO CTpaHHbIE
¢doxycel. Uepes HekoTopoe BpeMs OH omycTun CepeHy Ha 3eMI0, HO
PYKY ee Mo-npexHeMy Kpenko aep>kail. Y Hee Obll CJIOBHO KaKOi-TO MH-
CTUHKT, 3aCTaBJAIOLMI ee BO3BpALLATLCS, XOTS OTHEH K 3TOMY BpeMEHHU
yKe He ObL10 BUAHO.

A 4Yepe3 HEeCKONBKO 4acoB Y3CTOH MNMOHSAN, YTO COBEPLICHHO 3a0iy-
nuncs. Bech 3gemHuii Mup 6611 oqHUM napkoM. TyT HUYero He MeHs-
nochb. Bech Mup, ka3anoch, JeiicTBUTENLHO Obll CO34aH MallMHAMU JJis
noJ/iep>KaHUs 4eI0BEYeCKOro poja. ..

Korza YactoH nmouyBcTBOBa rosoj, Mox Hakopmui ero. Korna 3axo-
TeJ MUTb, OTKPbUICA KPOXOTHbIHA BooemMuuk. M 3a Bce 9TO oTyasiHHOE
0ercTBo, Korja Ha rOpU30HTE TO MOSIBIANACH PUrypa rUraHTa, TO BHOBb
CKpbIBaJIaCh € I71a3, OH He BCTpevasl HUYero, KpoMe Mopociiux MXOM
XOJIMOB. .. U €lle KOe-4To.

3onoroii CeT. Y3CTOH Jake He MOHsI, korja yBuaen ero. Ho ato
HPOU30LLIO NO3KE, KOrJa OH yXKe JUIIuIcs Bcex cui. CepeHa xe Obuia
HeytomMuMa. OH nbiTascs pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ Heil. OHa oTBeyana, Koraa
OH KacaJiCsi HY>KHBIX CTPYH, M TOTZla OHa JiaBajia OTBET, HO 3TO HHUYEero
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HE 3HAYWJIO. YICTOH HE MOT M30aBHTHCH OT MBICIIH, UTO €CJId OB eMy
TOJIBKO YAQJIOCh 3aCTaBUTh €€ MOHSATH, BBIHYJUTDH €€ [IOCTHYb (baHTaCTl/l-
yeckue MOTHBALIMHK €€ KU3HU, OHA Moria Obl IPOCHYTHCH.

IT'NTAHT NOCTENEHHO HaroHsn ux. Teneps oH yse ObLI B [O-
nykunomerpe nosaau. ConHue caaniocb. CKOpo HaCTYIHUT TEMHOTA.

3necs HET HUKAaKUX cyMmepek, nogyman YactoH. Toibko yTo ObLI
SApKUii THEBHOH cBeT, a 3areM — xyon! — TeMHoTa. CJI0BHO MO BONE
4eJI0BEYECKOM.

VYacToH Bee BpeMs pasroapubai ¢ CepeHoi.

— [Mocywait Mens, CepeHa. 3HaHue cka3asno MHe — ciywaid! 5 3Haro,
4TO Thl HE Pa3yMHa, UTO y TeOs eCTb BCEro Julib MHCTUHKTHI. Ho eciin
ObI 5 MOT 3aCTaBUTH T€Os MOHATH 3TO. ..

Onu 6penu Hayran, Y YacToH Bce Miszien Ha ee npekpacHoe, 6e3ms-
TEXHOE JIMLO.

— Tak Bocnone3yiicsa Tponusmom, CepeHa. TpornusmMoM, KOTOpPbIH 3a-
CTaB/IIET PaCTCHUS MMOBOPAYMUBATbCA K COJNHIYY. TpOMU3MOM, KOTOPBIii
BeZIeT HaceKoMbiX. Hacekombie XUBYT UAeanbHOH KU3HbIO. MHCTUHKT
MOZICKa3bIBAET UM, YTO HAJO AefaTh, U OHM HE MOTYT CONMPOTHUBIATHCS
€My, MIOTOMY YTO XOTAT >KHUTb. HacekoMbIX MOArOHSAIOT ONpPEAEICHHbIE
CTUMYIIbl, U OHM PearupyloT Ha HUX MHCTUHKTUBHO. [locmywai, Ce-
peHa! Bamia paca — 3T0 BCe, YTO OCTaJOCh OT POAA YEJIOBEYECKOTO.
Bbl nepecTany MbICAUTh. Bbl MOXeTe TONbLKO OTBEYaTh HA ONpeleeH-
Hble CTUMYJbI, kak aBTomarbl. Kak camo 3Hanue! Ecnu s 3anato Bam
BOIIPOCHI, HA KOTOPBIC BbI l'[pI/ICHOCOGHCHBI oTB€4YaTh, TO Bbl OTBETUTC.
Ecnu xe cnpaiuuBato Bac 4to-1u6o UHOE, TO Bbl Aaxe He cablunTe. Thbl
cablLIMILE MeHs ceityac, Cepena?

Crano temHo. He 6biio Hukakoif iyHel. Ho Ha ropusoHTe MOsBU-
JIOCh 30JI0TO€ MepliaHue. YICTOH HampaBuics K Hemy. B TemHOTE OH
He 3HaJl, HacKOJIbko Onu3ok rurant. Ho YacToH Bee elte 6611 cnocobeH
UATU OBICTPO, TOTOMY YTO HE OBLJIO HUKAKMX MPENsSTCTBUM, a MOX MOA
Horamu ObU1 yNpyruM M poBHbIM. 30JI0TO€ CHSIHUE CTallo sipye, Koraa
oHU npubnu3mnuck K Hemy. Ho Vacrton yxe nuwwics cui. T'onosa ero
uuta kpyrom. Ilomonyas kakoe-To BpeMsi, OH CHOBA CTaJl pa3roBap1BaTh
¢ CepeHoii.

— BblI He oAy, Bel yTpariiiy 4eoBeYHOCTh MHJUTHOH JIET Hazad. AD-
COJTIOTHOE COBEPLICHCTBO — Ja. Baiua paca jocTumniia ero 3a cueT yeno-
BeuHOCTH. BaM Tenepb He Hy>XHbI MaliMHbl. JlaBHbIM-1aBHO Bbl Hay4H-
JINCh UCTIOJNIB30BAaTh MPUPOJIHYIO INHAMUKY, CUIly pacTeHuil. U, B koHLe
KOHLIOB, B Bac MOSBUIACH CIIOCOOHOCTD BlafieHus 3toi cunoit. Ho Bexas
3TO OHA €CThb Y Bac, a He Bbl y Hee, CepeHa. S Buaen, kak Bbl UCIONb3Y-
ete ee. Ho, mocreneHHo, BaM cTajia HE Hy>KHa CIOCOOHOCTb MBICIIUTb.
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Br1 moctponnu Bokpyr cebs Pali u agantupoBany cBOi pasyM, YTOOBI
COOTBETCTBOBATh 3ToMy Paro. Takum 06pa3oM Ha CMeHY MBIILJICHHIO
npuuien TponusM 6e33zabotHoro 3acrod. Ho, Cepena, pa3Be Tbl He MO-
HUMaelb, 94T0 YenoBeuecTBO ellle He ObIJI0 TOTOBO K COBEPLUEHCTRY?
EMy Bce eie Hy>xHO ObUIO MHOTOE cZienaTh. S| He 3Halo, 4TO MMEHHO.
Ho uto-T0 TOUHO OcCTanoch HecaenaHHbIM. besnense B Paro, nomkHO
OBITH, TOKA3al0Ch YXKACHBIM Balllel pace, HHauUe UM He MpPOIIIOCH OBl
MOKEPTBOBATEH Pa3yMOM, YTOOBI BBIHECTH €T0.

VY3CTOH CHOBA B3IIISIHYJI HA CIIOBHO Bblpe3aHHbIA U3 KaMHsl, TOUEHbIH
npoduns CepeHsl, yxKe II0X0 pa3NuuuMblil B TeMHoTe. Ho HuKkakoro
OTBETA OH HE YCJbIIIAL.

— CepeHa, Tbl JOMKHA MOHAThL, — Npojomkan oH. — Koraa-to, nae-
HBIM-JIaBHO, KTO-TO MOH:I 3T0. OO 3TOM pacckas3ano MHe 3HaHue. Be-
JIMKUH ydeHsbIi. Sl mymaro, 061acThio €ro 1esTe/IbHOCTH Oblila NCUX0J10-
ruyeckas dbuoreHetuka. OH noHsu, kak YenoseuectBo Bctynaer B Pait
TIpexJie, YeM 3aCITyXHIIO ero, U TakuM 00pa3oM Ob110 06peveHo, HO OH
HaJIesUICs, YTO MMOUCKU BBIXOZA MOTYT mpojoikarscs. Y oH mpuaymMan
paboTy, KOTOpy1O HaJo caenarh aoaaM. OH Aan UM 3aaHue cOo3AaBaTh
*u3Hb. BOT Ball Tponu3m, Baiia OTBeTHas peakuus. TBos coOCTBeHHas
paca, CepeHa, ObU1a MpoKJIsiTa U NMOrubaa, HO Tenepb, UHCTUHKTHBHO,
Bbl, HEMHOI'U€ OCTaBILIMECs, bITAETECh CO3AaTh HOBYIO pacy, pacy, Ko-
TOpasi MPOAODKUT C TOTO MECTA, IZle OCTAaHOBMINCH Baly npeaxu. [1pu
MIOMOLIM €CTECTBEHHOW NTMHAMMKM U TeX OTHEH XU3HM, KOTOpPbIE Bbl
pa3KuraeTe, Bbl Y>K€ TbICAYM JIET NbITAETECH CO3AaTh 0o0Jiee BEIUKYIO
pacy, ueM ObUla Bamia cOOCTBEHHAs — BIEKOMbIE CTHMYJIOM, BHEJPEH-
HbIM B Bac, Cepena! Kak mypaBbu unu muensl. Yyxue u uyxabie. 51 He
Mory noHsTh Te6si, CepeHa, TBOIO pacy U Bech TBOW MUp. Y MeHs eCTb
Tonbko Mo# pasym! Ho B aTomM 1 kpoercs oTBeT, CepeHa. 51 He mory
NO3BOJINTHL Tebe coBeplUUTh camoyOuiicTBO. Thi BEpHElbCS K OTHAM U
noiiaelb NPsAMO B HUX — TOYHO MOTBIJIEK Ha CBET kocTpa. Tebs 3To 3a-
cTaBUT cenarb TponusM. CepeHa, Cepenal

OH yxe wai, kak B 6peay. M BHe3anHo yBuaen CBeT, noaHsaBLIMiCS
NpsAMO nepes HUMU. DTO ObUT BBICOKUMN, UyTh KOJBILIYIIMIACS LIBETOK
XoJIofiHOro 6e1oro njaameHu. 30J0To# AOXAb, MPONUBLIMIicS Ha JlaHato.
UM nosiBUIMCHL BpOCIIME B MOX PYMHbI, CJIOBHO BO3ABUTHYTbIH BOKpYT
Cgera xpam. Bo3aMoXxHO, KOra-To emMy JeHCTBUTENBHO MOKIOHSIMCH.
L{BeTok CBeTa ObUI BBICOTOM € YesioBeka, MepLall U, Ka3anoch, Yero-To
xKaan.

VY3cToH HeBbIpa3zuMo ycTal. Ho oH 3Han, 4yTo nocnenHss 6uTaa eie
Briepeau. inu, ckopee, mo3anu, NOTOMY YTO UMEHHO TaM MOCIbIIATUCH
TsXKeJble 11ary, 3aapoXkana 3eMis, U U3 TEMHOTbI BO3HUKNA HOBEHLLasn
¢dopMa XH3HHU, KOTOPYIO CO3/1aJIH TIOCNIeIHUE JIFOIH.
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Vacrou oroasuHyn CepeHy cebe 3a cniuHy. U cTosin, oxuaas, misas
Ha oTcBeThl CBeTa Ha BEJMKOJIEITHOM O€NOM Telle MMraHTa, Korma ToT
e K HAM.

W... Top3eCTBEHHBIM IIaroM MpoLien MUMO!

HUTHOPUPYS YICTOHA u CepeHy, TUraHT HalpaBHIICS MPSIMO K
Ceety! Y3cTOH CTOSI, pa3suHyB pPOT. [ UraHT He misiaen no croponam. OH
NOMbITANCA KOCHYThCA CBETa OOJIbLIMMH, HEYBEPEHHO NPOTAHYTHIMU
pyKaMu, HO Mexay HUMU 1 CBETOM, Ka3aloCh, HAXOAMICA KaKOH-TO He-
BUIUMBII Oapbep. [ MranT HampsArcs B TUIETHBHIX MOMBITKAX. .. O-TIPEX-
HeMy He oOpalias BHUMaHus Ha Y3CTOHa.

CepeHa BblIepHY/Ia PyKy U CHOKOWHO yliula B TEMHOTY, IIOCKOIBKY
UHCTUHKT FHaJl €e K OCTaBLIMMCS JANleKO M03adH, B TEMHOTE, OrHsM.
Y3CTOH 4yBCTBOBAJI HEMMOBEPHYIO YCTAJOCTh, Y HEr0 KpyXHJach ro-
noea. Ho oH mormiesncs 3a AeBYIIKOH, ONNIAABIBAsCH Yepes MIe4o Ha I'u-
raHTa. A TUraHT Bce Tak ke misiaen Ha CReT, CJIOBHO 3aTMITHOTH3UPO-
BaHHbIH, U BCE NbITAJICA KOCHYTHCS €ro pyKaMu.

Y3CTOH NOHAN, YTO M'MIaHT OOJbLIE HE CTAHET I'HaThCs 3a HUMMU.

OH He 3anOMHUI Ty TH Ha3af. JIO/KHO ObITh, OH YCHYI Ha XOAY, CIO-
THIKAACh BO MXy U JAep>Kach 3a pyky CepeHsl, koTopas LUia BCE BIIEepe],
K kayium ee oraam. LLnu onn Meanenno, Ho Teprnenue CepeHsl ObUTO
0e3rpaHMYHbIM U Ka3aJlI0Ch AAXE YIKACHDBIM.

JIviups NO30HUM yTpOM OHM J0Opaiuch 40 CUHUX 3AaHuil. [TapHu Ha
MHT OTOPBAJIU IJ1a3a OT CBOEH paboThl, HO TYT e CHOBA HAKJIOHUJIHCH
HaJl KaKoit-To purypoi, KOTopyro oHl (pOpMHPOBAIH.

— V>ke MoyTH Bce NOAroToBNIEHO, — MpobopmoTana CepeHa. — B koHLe
KOHLOB, Mbl JaXke He noTepsn BpemeHH. Ckopo, ckopo Bce cOyaercs.

3areM npoaoJDKUICS KoLIMapHbiii 6pe. YICTOHY NpUXOAUNOCH MpHU-
ylaraTh HEBEPOATHbBIE YCHIIUS TOJIBKO 3aTeM, UTOOBI HE padKaTh Manblibl
¥ He OTIYCTHUTH ee 3ansicThe. CIOBHO B Openy, OH UCKall BOPOTa, ABEPH,
NpoxoJ, azeiky Bo BpeMeHU. Ho masa y Hero 3akpbiBaJIiCh CaMH CO-
6011, U COH 3axJIeCTbIBAJl €10 MYTHbIM IOTOKOM, TaK YTO Y3CTOH JABaX /bl
MPOCHINANCA ¥ BUIEI, YTO CEpeHa yxke HAeT K orusaM. Kaxawlit pas oH
e/iBa yCIIeBaJl IOTHATh €€ U CHOBA CXBATHUTh.

B03MOXHO, MPOXOA TepeMeLancs BMECTe C OTOKOM BPEMEHH. A,
MOXET, OH IPOCTO 3a0bUl ero TOYHOE pacnoyiokeHue. YICTOH UcKal U
MCKaJl ero, 3achinas Ha Xofy, IPakTU4YEeCKH BaJSICh C HOL, & BOKPYT BCE
CTOsUJT y>Kacarolui MOJNJAEHb pachl, KOTOPLIA CKOpO yHAET B HOYb, Ha-
BCTpedy cOOCTBEHHOM rubeny.

BHyTpH Hero poc kakoi-to HescHbIit yxac. [Tapuu, ka3anocs, pabo-
TasM Bce ObicTpee u ObicTpee. MX noaroHs cienoi Tponusm, IpeBHUM,
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BpOXIEHHBII MHCTUHKT. Taia 3a coboit CepeHy, YICTOH, CIIOTHIKAsCH,
Bce Oponu1 BOKPYT 3TOrO YepToBa BOAOEMA. ..

U Bapyr okasaincs B Bepcanbckom canly, CHOBa y CTaporo Bojoema, B
Hebe ryzen caMoNneT, a OH CTUCKHUBAI 3amsicThe Cepenbl. OH nepeHec ee
B CBO€ BpeMsi, U3 NoJyAHsA B yTpo YenoseuyecTna!

U 310 cTasio ero NpoxIsATHEM, €r0 — U €e.

K IOT'Y OT CyBbl'IexuT B MOpe KOpaJUIOBbIi OCTPOBOK. Kora-To
TaM XMUJIHM Ty3eMILbl-KaHaKH, HO Tenepb OH 3abpouieH. Ha ocTpoBke ecTh
OKPY>XEHHBII1 CTEHON caj M NYyCThIHHBIA AoM. IlanaaHsr yxe paspoc-
JIUCh BOKPYI U MOCTapesu, a JULARHUKU U CTPEMUTENLHO pacTyuiue
TPOMUYECKUe JIMaHbl [OCTENCHHO pa3pyliaid U ux, u 1oM. U ectb Ha
OCTpOBE KOE-YTO €Lie, BeYHOE M UY>KOE€, HETPOHYTOE yparaHamu, exe-
FOZIHO IPOJIETAIOIIMMM HaJi OCTPOBKOM M BbIMELLAIOLUME HA HEM CBOIO
SIpOCTb.

HIkunepsl MalOYUCIEHHBIX TOPrOBBIX CYAOB 3HAKOT, YTO KOIAA-TO
Tam xui JHxoH YacToH. PaHbllle OHU MPUBO3MIM €My TOBapbl, ey, 000-
pyIOBaHHE ¥ NPEAMEThI POCKOLIN, 6€3 KOTOPBIX HE IOJDKEH OOXOAUTHCS
HM OIUH Oorarblii YenoBek, Jaxe eciu oH xkuBeT nocpeau lOra Tuxoro
okeaHa. Ho xopabnu Gonblie He 3alIBIBAIOT Ha 3TOT OCTPOB, YTO XKe
KacaeTcs KaHakoB, TO KTO oOpalllaeT BHUMaHHE Ha UX NMbsHbIe OpeHn?
Ho oHu ToXXe He Bo3BpalLatoTcs Ha ocTpoB. OHU OOATCs ero, Kak OrHsl.

VY3CTOH NpoXKUn Ha OCTPOBE NOYTU TPUALATS JIET.

Buaure nu, on nob6un Cepeny. OHa Oblna 3aBeplialOLIMM COBEp-
LLIEHHBIM TPEACTaBUTENEM POJa YEJOBEYECKOI0. A MOCKOJbKY Y€J0BEK
GopeTcs 3a cOBepILIEHCTBO JI0OBIM criocoboM, To CepeHa Bcerga Obia
€ HUM, U OH I'PEJSICs B €€ APKOM CBETE XKU3HH, KOTOPBIi OHA U3Jlydaa.

Ho nonsTe ee YacToH He Mor. U, Takxke, HE MOT OT Hee U30aBUTHCS.
OHa He Befiayla HY rops, HU HEPeUIMTEeNbHOCTH, HU oTvasHus. [locre
Bepcans, 6bICTpO NOHSB, YTO HHOTO BBIXO/A HET, YACTOH NpHBE3 ee Ha
TUXOOKEaHCKM 0CTpOBOK. TaM OH MOCTPOUN OKPY>KEHHBII CTEHOM caj.
CepeHa ymena BblpawBarb MOX U AepeBbsi. CoCOOHOCTb YNpaBasATh
NPUPOAHON AMHAMUKO# Oblna BpoXAeHHOM A Beeil ee pacbl. OHa pa-
300K[71a CBOM «OTHM XXM3HU» U CHOBA Hayasa paboTarb.

VY53CTOH KU Ha ocTpoBe, Habmonan 3a CepeHoll U NOKJIOHSIICS €.
OH cMoTpel1, KaKk OHa TBOPHT XH3Hb U YHUUTOXaeT ee. [0 3a rogom
OH Habuozan, Kak e ynpasiseT 3TOT BpOXACHHBIA TpornusM. CepeHa
oTBeYasia, Korga YICTOH 3a/aBajl MPaBUIbHBIE BOMPOCHl, HO HUKAaKUX
HACTOALMX KOHTAKTOB MeXAy HUMU He Oblo, fa U OBITH HE MOIJIO.

* Cyea — cronuua rocygapctsa dumxy, roro-3anajgHas 4yactb Tuxoro
oKeaHa (IpuM. repes.)
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CnumikoM Belinka Oblla MeXy HUMHU mponacts. CepeHa ABIsIach CO-
BEPLUCHCTBOM, a y ¥Y3CTOHA OB OZUH TOJIBKO pa3yM.

HHOT A OH nyman o ToM, 9To0bI BepHYTh CepeHy B ee COOCTBEH-
Hblii MUp. Ho OH 3Haj, 4To He CMOXeT 3TOro ciaesnarb. Te ABa mapHs
OydyT BEYHO XXIaTh ee, U OFHU OYyT X JAaTh, korga Cepena Oyaer rotosa
MOXXEePTBOBaTh cobOH, YTOOBI CO3/1aTh HOBYIO pacy, CIOCOOHYIO 3ame-
HUTH YesioBeuecTBo. ..

ITpowno noytu Tpuauars jiet. Cepena He ctapena. B omnuune ot ¥Va-
cToHa. M BOT OiHaXX bl BCE KOHUHMIIOCD.

OH oTmep Bephb B caq u Boluel, 3081 Cepeny no umenu. OHa Bcerga
oTeeyasa npexae. Ho ceifuac oreeTom Oblia IMLIbL TULILMHA.

VYacTOH mpolleNn Mo W3BWIMCTONW JOPOXKKE U B KOHLE €€ YBUJEN
IJjiamsi, ropeBlliee, Kak He3eMHO#M [IBETOK, BBICOKHIA, 30JI0TUCTO-0ebIi,
4yTh KOJIBILLYLIMHACS MOJ HanopoMm coOCTBeHHOro orus. OH >Xui, ro-
pen u xaan. Y toraa Yacro Bece nous. CepeHa no-npexHeMy Obijia B
cany. Ho oTBeTuTh OHA YK€ He Mora.

Ona pobunack ycnexa. 910 u 0bL10 TO, yero CepeHa U ee paca nbita-
JMCh A0CTHYb OeckoHewHo nonro. HoBas paca. CepeHa cama obnanana
JoObIMH KaueCcTBaMH, KOTOpble TpeOOBAIMCh U, HAKOHEL, OHa OTbICKAJa
BepHYy10 (opMyiy A HOBOM >xu3HU. OHA caMa cmana 3TON JKHU3HDIO.
Wnu yacTsio ee.

Y3cTOH cToan U cMoTpen Ha LiBeTok. OH BCIOMHUI, YTO y>K€ BUAEI
ero B ajekoM Oyayluem, ropsAuuii B JUKOi MECTHOCTH cpelld Mopoc-
LIMX MXOM XONMOB. Tak BOT mouyeMy ruranT Tormaa 3adeut o CepeHe u
nowe k 3onoromy Ceety. CepeHa u 6bi1a 3on0TeiM CBeTOM. ITO ObLIA
yxe HoBas paca. CepeHa ucnosb3oBasa cebs, yTobbl caenarb cieayo-
it war 3a npenens YenoBedecTsa U yesloBe4yHOCTH. U crenana oHa
3TO 3a MUJIMOH JIET 10 TOro, KaKk poAunach cama!

[{enibie HECKOHUAEMbIE DTIOXH €€ HapOA TPaTHUJI CBOIO IHEPTHIO, CTpe-
MsCb caenarh To, yero CepeHa yxe JOCTHITIa B JajleKoM mpoiiom!

3T1O0T )KUBOH cBeT oxpaHsn 6apbep — B Oyayuiem. A ceituac? bapbep
y>Xe CyLIeCTBYeT?

B 3eneHoBarsix cymepkax ropen Ceet. OH 6bu1 MosoABIM. D10 Gblia
niepBas HOub, O3apEHHasi UM — U YM HE MOTI' OCO3HaTh, CKOJIbkO Oecuuc-
JIEHHBIX Hovel 6yaeT npoHu3aHo 3TuM CBeTOM. MUIITHOHBI MUJJIMOHOB
MUJUTMOHOB HOYel U JIHeil, B TO BpeMs, Kak Mopsi OyoyT meneTs, a Mno-
TOKM BpEMEHH HEYKJIOHHO IPOHM3aTh CTapylo niaHeTy. B To Bpems kak
YenoBek HaiifeT CBOW pait M 3aCTBIHET Ha BEpIIMHE AOJIOr0, YXKacHO
COBEpPILIEHHOrO MOJYHs poAa YeJIOBEYECKOTrO.

1 nocne Bcero 3Toro, KOraa-To, Tak MM MHa4Ye, OHO AOKHO MpO-
CHYTBCS OT OECKOHEUHO JOJITOM CIISIUKY, TOCKONBKY Yke IMOSIBUJICS mep-
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BbIf NIPEACTABUTEb CBEPXUYEIIOBEYECKOM, COBEPLIEHHO YYXXAOH pachl.
OH npuodsL1 nocne Yenoseka. M gactero ero 6pina CepeHa.

— CepeHa! — BbIAOXHYJ Y3CTOH.

3areM OH HIarHyn BIiepell, C BIOXHOBJIEHHBIM JIMLIOM U TOPSILLIMU
[Ma3aMu, NpsAMO B Yy>KYI0 OCHOBY 3TOro xxuBoro CpeTa.

Capn 6bu1 NycT, He cyuTas orpoMHoro To nu CeTa, To M [Inamenu.
Houu o3apsina ero spkas 3aragka. Hu eaunblii yesioBek He 3Hal cekpeTa
€ro SHEepruu Wiu NpUpoabl YyxKOoil ’KU3HU, FrOpeBLIeii B ero 0CHOBe, 6e3-
JIefiCTBY, CIisl, HO TOTOBSCH KOTZa-HUOYIb MPOCHYTHCS, YTOOBI YHacIe-
JI0BaTb 3eMJII0, IPOCHYTbC U 00paTUTh BeYHbIH nosiaeHs YenoBeka B
HOBOE SIpKO€ YTPO €ro HeBooOpa3umoro Oyay1ero.

Cap nexan tuxuit. Hu onHa yenoBeueckas Hora Gosibliie He cTynana
no Hemy. Tonbko 301010t CBET ropesn 1BETKOM B TEMHOTE.

U oH OyneTt ropeThb U >XAaTh Lesblii MUJUTHOH JIET.

Noon, (Thrilling Wonder Stories, 1947 Ne 8), nep. Anopeii bypyes
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An Astounding Complete Novel An hlisrphﬂeilll'? Novelet
By MANLY WADE WELLMAN By RAY CUMMING




KENBWUH KEHT

BOJIK C YONN-CTPUT

JOKTOP I'OPAIIO Maiixeiim, Beiatoinuiics cosmarens Kpecia
BpEMEHH U HcclieloBaTesb Hen30exHbIx npuHuuioB Oco3Hanusa LleH-
TpansHoro loscHoro Bpemenu u DxcrpaceHcopHoit LlenTpudyru, co-
4yBCTBEHHO CMOTpeJ Ha cBoero rocts, [Inta MaHkca.

CouyBcTBHE ObUIO OTHACTH HAIPABJICHO HAa JYPHO# BKYC B Oflexk/e
[1uTa, KOTOPBII MOABUT TOTO HA MOKYIIKY BECbMa CIIOPHOTO KOCTIOMa U3
IVIOXOH «IIOTJIAHAKUY C MOJIOCKAMHM, @ YaCTMYHO H3-3a MOAABIEHHOTO
MOBEJICHUS MAJIEHbKOTO YEJIOBEUKA.

— INouemy TbI Takoit MpauHslif, [TuT? O6BIYHO TBOI AyX MpebbiBaeT
B MoJIHOM OnaxkeHcTBe. PHHAHCOBBIE MPOOJIeMbI? — BbICKa3all JOKTOP
caMO€ O4YEBHIHOE MPEANOJIOKEHHUE.

[TuT XMypO KMBHYJ, CMaxHYJ €O CTYy/a IJIOCKOryOlbl, MOTOK IPOBO-
J10B, 60NTHI U NIpOUME JOKA3aTeNbCTBAa TEXHONOIMYECKOH IBOMIIOLMHM, a
3areM ycencs.

— la, — cka3an oH. — 51 norps3 B HaJIorax.

OH n1yOOKO B3IOXHYJ, M 3amax ropesioro IiacThKa 3acTaBUil €ro
IPOMKO YUXHYTb.

— Hy-y, Bce Mbl JO/DKHBI YEM-TO JKEPTBOBaTb B 3TU TAXKENbIE Bpe-
MEHA, MaJIkiMK MOM, — HambllIEHHO MpousHec Maiixeiim. — Boiina —
3TO... 3-3...

— Jla Bce He Tak, fok. [TpocTo s He nonyyaro HUYero OT CBOMX JKEPTB.
S nonbiTasNics NTOMOYb BOEHHOMY BEJOMCTBY, HO 3TO, KaK Bbl TOMHHTE,
He npokatuio. Komuccus 3abpaxoBana MeHst 1Jis1 city>0b! B apmun. Tak
yto MHe octaercs? Tonbko kaHouMTh «Jlalite MHe paboTy»? — Ilut
CHOBA B3JI0XHYJI. — 51 ObI ¢ pafoCThIO MTOMOT (PUHAHCAMH BOEHHOH KO-
HOMHKE, €CJId ObI TAaKOBBIE Y MEHS OBLTH.

Maiixe#iM 3a1yM41BO MOCMOTpeEN Ha M3HKCa, 3aTeM Ha CBOETo KOJ-
nery npocdeccopa bennu Akepa. ITocnexnuii npe3puTensHO GBIPKHYI.

— Yk He AyMaelllb Jii Thl CHOBA UCTIONB30BaTh Kpecno BpeMeHH AJis
Kakux-HUOYIb (MHAHCOBBIX MaxuHAUMH? MOXeET, MOMHHUILUB, YTO ThI
ye TbITalcs Aesarh Tak JeHbru. Ho Beerna 6but fanek oT ycnexa.

Touxkwuit capkasm Akepa Tak U He Aouien A0 I1ura, KoTOpelid BCKOUMI
Y SHEPruyHO MPHHSJICSA pacXaxuBaThb N0 1abopaTopyH.

— 3Haro-3Ha10. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 y MeHs BO3HMK COBEPILLIEHHO Herorpe-
IMMBIA T71aH. AOCONIOTHO HaneXxHblii! Bel MOXkeTe CHOBA 3amyCTUTh
MeHs B npolunoe, Jox?
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A WALL
i STREET

By KELVIN KENT
Pete Manx Sells the Tuture
Short When New York's Ealls
and Eears Grab o Corner on
His Stock Market Career!

il DEWOLFE
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— U ckonbko ke JaeHer Thl coOu-
paetech TaM clenarb? — CHUCXOIU-
TeJBHO YNbIOHYNCS Maiixeitm.

ITnt 3amaxan pykamu.

— Jlok, aToMy Het npezaena! Mus-
moHbl! IlonoBuHa, KkcTaru, noiaeT
BaM Ha SKCNEPUMEHTHI. A OCTalb-
Hble 51 MOTY BJIOXKWTb B obnurauuu
BOGHHOro0 3aiiMa — MO KpaliHei
Mepe, OOJBbILYIO 4acTh, — TYT XK€ M0~
MPABUIICS OH. — DTO MaTpUOTHYHO!

— W uto THI... 3-3... 3anyman Ha

3TOT paz?

) — OT10 cama mpocTtoTa, Aok! Ha-
CTOJIbKO BCE€ MPOCTO, YTO AAXE Kpa-
cuBo. Ilocaywaiite. Bbt MmoxeTe 10~
CTaBUTb MeHs B OKTAOph 1929 ropa?

MAMXEIAM  B3JAPOTrHVII,
yCTIBILIAB 3Ty YXKACHYIO JaTy.

— a, Manp4uK MOM, 5 MOTY 3TO
caenarb. Thl, KOHEYHO, yxe HO-
cturii Moro uaero Koneca Bpe-

€
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MEHH, KaK KOHLIeHTparopa unu LleHTpa, yepe3 KOTOpblil CO3HaHUE MO-
eT ObITh HalpaerJeHa. ..

— Jlok, — ymonsouie npoctoHai ITut, — Mbl 4TO, BCAKHMIA pa3 JOKHBI
BCE 3TO NMPOXOAUTH? 3ByUHUT BCE ITO JIOTUYHO, HO BCE PABHO HE YKJIAbl-
BaeTCA y MEHs B IOJIOBE.

— Ho 51 Tonbko X0Tes NOACHUTb, — NeYallbHO cKa3an Maiixeiim, — 4To
yeMm OJrbke K HaM Jlara, TeM TO4Hee s MOTy TeOs HanpaBHTh, @ YeM OHa
Janplue. ..

— JlapHo-naaHo! Bot B yeM cocTouT MOH BepHsk. S Bo3Bpailaroch B
1929 rox xak pa3 nepen o6asiom poHROBOrO peIHKa. [1apeHs, KOTOpHIi
3apaHee 3HaeT 00 3TOM, MOXET BeJlb HAXKHTH OTPOMHOE COCTOSIHUE Obl-
CTPLIMU NPOJAXKAMH, BEPHO?

-3-a...

— Hy, Tak 310 cocTosnue nony4y s, 1ok! 51 6eIcTpeHBKO 0OOCHYIOCH
TaM, Chirparo Ha Oupxe, 3Has O Kpaxe, u — 6uHro! — s 6orar! A xorzga
BbI BEPHETE MEHs, Y MeHs ke OyIyT Ha cueTax MIUIHOHBL U 51 cMory
KyNUTb Ha HUX OOMObI 17151 TeX mapHei, 4To BOIOOT ceifuac B Slnonuu!

— Xoten Obl 1 MOCMOTPETh HA 3TO, — C HACMELIMBOI YJILIOKOH BCTPsI
B pasroBop Axep.

Ho Maiixeiim noxHs1 6poBU B aKaieMUYECKOM BOCXUIIEHHU.

—Eit-Bory, Manbuuk Mo#! Y Te65 MOXET 4TO-TO U3 3TOTO MONYYHUTHCS.
370, KaK Thl CKa3aj, NpocTo U kpacuBo. Y moBoa mocroitHeiit. Ho Bce
Xe... 3-3... MOTI'YT OBITh CJIOXKHOCTH, KOTOpPbI€ BCEra MoAKapayIBau
TeOs BO BpeMs NpeblAYy X MyTeLIeCTBUI B MPOLILIOE. . .

~ Ha ceii pa3 g Bce nponyman, nok. [leno HagexHoe. S yxe MHOro
IHelt u3yyasn Bce rasetbl 3a 1929 roa, ytobbl OCBEXUTh NaMATh. Tak
4TO, KOTZIa OKaXyCh TaM, TO CMOT'y OYKBaIbHO MpUOUTH Bech POHIOBBIN
pbiHOK. Hy ¥ 4TO € TOro, 4To BO BpeMsi MOMX NIPEXKHUX My TEIUECTBHH He
BCe npoxoauio rmanko? Pa3se s He Bceraa ofaepkuBa nodeay B koHLe?

Axep 3axXuxuKal.

— Ilobena — He COBCEM TO CIIOBO, MHE KAXKETCH. ..

Opnnako, Maiixeiim, kakoe-To BpeMsi I0yMaB, BHE3alHO CAAJCH.

— Moxer, Tbl U IOEHCTBUTENBHO CyMeellb clenarh yAa4HbId XOf,
MasipauK MoH. ITo kpaiineil Mepe, oneiTarbes CTOUT. Tak Tbi FOTOB?

O6p1yHO ITut noaxoaun k Kpecny Bpemenu kpaiiHe HeoxoTHo. On-
HaKo Tenepb OH HETEpNeIuBO Moep3an Ha ONecTALeM CHICHUH, 3aKu-
HYJ1 HOTY Ha HOTY ¥ JOCTaJl U3 KapMaHa JeCATULEHTOBYIO CUrapeTy. 3a-
TEM CTall CMOTpPeTh, kak MaiixeliM BO3UTCs CO CBOMM 00OpYyAOBaHHEM,
KOTOpO€ yXXe Hayajlo I'yAeTh, M AaeT AKepy KpaTkue MHCTPYKLMHU IO
HacTpoiike.

3areM, ¢ papocTHbIM «Iloexanu!», [TUT cHOBA OLLYTUI BCENIEHCKYIO
TOLLUHOTY, KOT7la €ro CO3HaHue nojereno no sonHam Mops Bpemenn.
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Boxunnnnk!

Bpamaromuiicss MUp nocTeneHHo ocTaHoBHIICA, ¥ [TuT MaHke orsi-
nencd. OH ObLI B Hbm-ﬁopxe, Ha Becenom benom bpoznsee ¢ munnuo-
HaMH CBEPKAIOLIMX OrHeil. MIHKC BOCXMIUEHHO ycMexHyhcs. L{unus-
JIpbl, U1y Obl, BEINIAASALLME XY TKO CTAPOMOIHBIMY OPOMHBIE, OnecTsILue
MaiHbl. M Bce BokpyT Oorarsle, Bece cyacTnuBble. [TUT mupoko packu-
HyJ pyKH U cesnan rny6okuil BioX.

— Ja-a... — npotsHyn oH. — Crapsie 100pbie BpeMeHa!

U TyT ke moJHsABLIAsCS B IPydd BOJIHA HOCTAJILIMU IPUHECTA B €T0
ropio KOMOK, a Ha [71a3a HaBepHYJIUCh CJIE3bl.

[Nonuueiickuii nono3purenbHbIM okoM nodyaun Iuta noitu aansLue,
HO HE CMOT OMpaYUTh ero BceoOwbemimoulee cyactbe. OkTs0ps 1929
roga! Bpems 6orarctea. Cyxoii 3akoH U moamnonbHele 6apsl. TpaHcar-
JnaHTuyeckue nepenetbl. Anb KanoHe. [IBuxyiuascs pexiaMa B MyH-
KTUPHBIX paMKax auill KHHOTeaTpoB, 3ByKOBble ¢puiibMbl. JIroau, Hare-
parowe cebe noa Hoc «CuyacTnuBbiil AeHb» U «Oro-ro!»”.

Jlerkue arnetsl @unagenbduu — Aa BO3MOXKHO JIM 3TO? — TOJIBKO UTO
3aBoeBanin Kyb6ok Bo Bcemuphbix CopeBHoBaHusx. llloTnanaen cap
Tomac JIuntoH" nocse oy LIUTENLHOTO MPOBajia OTKA3aJICH OT MbICIH
3aBoeBaTh Kybok AMepuku.

— MucTep, He AaguTe 1M JeCATh LEHTOB Ha yYaliedky Koge?

[TuT HaxMypuiicd OT TOrO, YTO NpepBalld ero paayHble Mbicau. U
JU1 yTELIEHUs OLYMaJl, YTO CKOPO MOXET CTaTh BIaJe/bLUEM psajaa Ao-
XOJIHbIX JOMOB U AXThl.

HO 3TO BEPHVYJIO ero mbicau k geny. [TnT ocMoTpen BpemeHHoOe
MarepuanbHOe YOeXKHILEe ero CO3HaHUS U Halllel, YTO O1eTO OHO BechbMa
XOpOLLIO, B KOPOTKUE IeTpbl, KOTEJIOK, TECHBIN KOCTIOM U € TPOCTOYKOM
B pykax. [Tourynan B kapmane OyMaXkHUK 1 OOHAPY>KUJ1, YTO TOT BeCbMa
nyxibiid. Bce nyuuie u ayyuie. OH A0CTan BUSUTHYIO KapTOYKy U Npo-
yutain: [Tutep ae Bonbod.

— OueHb noaxoasALLee UMEUKO, — pewunn [TuT, — 11 napHs, KoTopomy
NpeAcToUuT 0OBECTU BOKPYT Masiblia 3ACLIHUX «ObIKOB»! DTO KaK BOJIK C
Yonn-crpur*™.

* 3HaMeHUTBlE aMepUMKaHCKye LUIArepbl KOHI[A [BAJLATBIX TOJIOB
(mpum. epes.)

* Tomac Ixoncton JIuntox (1848—1931) — moTIaHACKMIA TOProBer|
U SIXTCMeEH, co3faTenp OpeHpa yas «JIunton». Takxke OH GbIT CaMbIM CTOMKUM
conepHukoM B uctopuu Kybka Amepuku (pum. repes.)

bl «Bonk ¢ Yorn-Crput» - dunbm 1929 rofa o uuHU4YHOM GUHAHCKCTE,
3apabaTbIBalollleM Ha 6MpP)KeBbIX MaXMHALMAX U 6€3>Ka/TOCTHO paspyIIaioieM
XV3HU U CYABOBI OKpYXAIOIMX ero nofeit. OfHa M3 mepBbIX 3BYKOBBIX Kap-
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YcMexHyBLIMCH COOCTBEHHOM LIYTOYKE, OH HampaBuics k Onwkaii-
el crosHke Takcu. [IpumepHo depe3 yac oH yxxe Obu1 Ha KoHu-Aii-
JeHae, rae, oH 3Hail, yTo Haizer Iluta MaHkca, XOpoUIo H3BECTHYIO
¢urypy B mMupe paszpieueHuil. M neficTBUTENbHO, OH YBHIENT HUCKOMOE
3a CTOMKO# OoMbLIOro THPA B AJliee ATTPaKI[IOHOB.

— Crpensiite, Hapon! Ctpensiite! — BoikprkyBaig MaHke. — llecTs BbI-
CTpENOB BCETO 3a JAECATh LIEHTOB, LIEHHbIE NPU3BI 32 METKYIO CTPeNn0y!

e Bonb(d HekoTOpoe BpeMsl HeXxXHO Habyronan 3a M3HKCOM, Ipe-
KpacHO 3Has, YTO MaJeHbKHi 4esoBeyek caM Obul CHalmepoM, HO
TOJNBKO MHOTO pozaa. MdHKC Brnajen uenoil cepueid, THpOB Ha mobepe-
b€, KOTOpbIE CIY KWK (acajoM U LIHUPMOIi IS MTOPHBIX 3aBEACHUH,
KOTOpbI€ U MPUHOCHIM HacTosmuil noxoa. Korna MaHke, HaKOHEL-TO,
cMeHwuics, e Bonbg nocnienosan 3a HUM B MaJleHbkuU# oduc Ha 3a1ax
3TOrO Xe TUPa M OyKBAJILHO CIOMMJICS CJIEAOM 32 HHM.

M>3HKC BONPOCUTENbHO MOAHSI BO PTy CUrapy moji OCTPhIM YIJIOM.

— Ecnn Bbl X0T€n1 661 METHYTH KOCTH. ..

— Her, — npepBai ero ae Bonbd. — 51 xoren 651 METHYTH MHJUIHOH
6akcoB Kk Tebe Ha KOJIeHH.

— Yero e BaM HyHO? — pbIpkHYNT MaHke. — Onnyma?

— Ilpocto unpopmauuu. IpenBapurensHoil HHGOPMaLMK, KOTOpas
NIOMOXET YHUUTOXKUTbH (POHAOBBIIA PHIHOK.

— Ecnu 3710 Tak nerko, To noyemy Bbl HE cAenaeTe 3To caM? 3aueMm
BaM MyTaThbCs € KAKUM-TO HE3HAKOMLIEM?

e Bonbd 6e3 nmpurnaiueHus cen Ha CTyIl.

— DT0 CNOXXHO OOBACHUTB. [ T1TaBHOE, YTO THI 3TO JOJDKEH CAENaTh Mo
MOUM YKa3KaM.

['nasa MbaHkca OnecHynu.

— Tonbko 6e3 MeHs. He »enaio y4acTBOBaTb B KAKUX-TO XUTPbIX Ma-
xunanugax. Ko Bl BooOLIE TaKOi?

— 51 — 370 THI, — Beceso 3asBu Ae Bosnbd. — Buauib jin, XoTS TEXHU-
yecku g [Turep ne Bonbg, HO npakTuyecku g1 — [Tutep MaHkc.

Pasunye por, ITutr Mankc ob6pazua 1929 roga ocTOpoxHO moracui
curapy 4 He creiua yopain ee B LMK CTONA.

— Otkypa BbI cOexanu? — mecTKo CIIPOCU OH.

He Bonbd nydesapHo 3aynsibancs.

— 51 3Hau, 4TO BBl OyZETe YAUBIEHBI.

— VuBneHue He COBCEM TO CJI0BO, nipusaTens. Eciu Bol — [Tut MaHKe,
TO KTO TaKoii 51, yepT MeHs nodepu? MoxkeT, Bbl He OyzeTe Bo3paxarb

tiH «Paramount Pictures» ¢ [Ixopmxkem bankpodTom (1882-1956) u Omnproit
BaxnaHoBoit (1893-1974) B 1. ponsx. (IpuM. nepes.)
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MPOSICHUTH 3TOT Bonpoc? — HecMOTpst Ha Bech capkasM, MaJIeHbKUH ye-
JIOBEYEK IBHO B3BOJIHOBAJICS.

e Bonb¢ nonancs Boepen.

— Ha camomMm Jniene Bce mpocTo, eciu ynoBUTh CyTh. Jla, BbI — Ilut
Mbukc. Ho u 51 Toxe. Tosnbko 51 U3 Oyayiiero, Ha TPMHAAUATh JIET oIepe-
JKaroulero 3TotT MoMeHT. M3 1942 roaa, nouaTHo? S npubbin crona npu
MOMOIIY MalUMHBI BpEMEHH, YTOObI MPpOUH(pOPMUPOBATH TEOS, UTO MPO-
u30iiger OykBanbHO B Omkaiiiuue qHu. M Ha ueM Mbl ¢ To60i cMoxeM
HaXXHUTb LieJ10€ COCTOsHUE!

Hozapu MaHkca nobesnenu, OH Bech cxalcs, He CBOAS MPUCTATBHOTO
B3[JIAZA CO CBOETO MOCeTUTeNs. B ero masax sBHO MepLaio COMHEHHE
B 3/IpaBOMbICIIMH [IOCJIEIHETO.

— [Nocnywaiite, — OTYassHHO MPOM3HEC OH, — 3TO KAK-TO yepecdyp
CIOXHO A1 MeHsl. CKaXkuTe, 4TO BCE 3TO — MPOCTO LIy TKa!

e Bonb¢ Haxmypuics, Tepsis TepHeHue.

— Pasymeercs, Hert, uauot! S ropopro tebe uuctyro npasay! S — [lut
Mbuke u3 Oyaywero. S 3Hato, 4TO 3A€Ch MPOU3OHIET, U 3TO MPUHECET
HaM MUUIHOHBL. M ecnu Thl ceilyac AyMaellb, YTO s IPOCTO X0y BbIMa-
HUTb TBOH KallUTaJIbl — XOTS 5l 3HAO JI0 MOC/IEAHEro LEHTa, 4To y Tebs
€CTb 3a AYIIOi, — TO s caM AaM Tebe JeHbIU. B KOHLE KOHLIOB, OHHU Xke
BCE€ Hallly, He TaK au?

MB3HKC nprkan naiblbl K BACKaM, CIIOBHO XOTeN ylepXaTb pasjieTa-
FOLMECS MBICIH.

— Bbl roBopure, 4T0 1aauTe MHE 6akchl, YTOObI CAENaTh MUIIMOHBI? —
¢ npobieckaM¥ HaZek bl CIPOCHUT OH. — Toraa uto TpebyeTcs oT MeHs?

— Mbi Oynem urpatb Ha ¢oHIOBOM phiHke. Mrparh Ha moHWXXEHUe.
JBanuare nsatoro okTa0ps OyaeT OupixkeBoi kKpax, KOTOPbIi 3a HECKOJIBKO
JIHell yHUYTOXXUT MUJIITHApAsl — U HauHeTcs Benukas lenpeccns. ..

MB3HKC pa3pa3uics AUKUM XOXOTOM.

— Kpax ¢poHgoBoro priHka! — npoxpuries1 OH CkBO3b cMeX. — Teneps s
TOYHO 3HaI0, UTO BbI MPOCTO NCUX HEHOpMaNbHBIN! A yxoxy!

HO JAE BOJIb® nocneiHo neperopoaus ABepHOii npoem.

— Huxorna Obl He MOBEpHUII, — C TOPEYBIO CKa3all OH, — YTO B MOJIOAO-
CTH 5 ObU1 TakUM YyTpsiMbiM OcJioM. Ho Tonbko yToObl noka3sarb Tebe,
YTO 5 3HAIO, YTO HECEeT HaMm Oyayliee, s 3apaboTar0 HECKONbKO ThICSY
bakcos. Kakoe y Hac ceronus uucio, wectHaguaroe? [IpekpacHo. 3aB-
Tpa akuuu «Jlonuupl Peitnay k MOMEHTY 3aKpbITHS OUPXKU NOAHUMYTCS
Ha TPUIALATh NMYHKTOB. A B MATHHULY «AJaMc DKclpecc» MNOACKoYaT
Ha MATbAECAT IeCTh MyHKTOB. Habmiomaii, yto s craHy nenarb. Mpl
BCTPETUMCS 3/1€Ch B cy0OOTy yTpOM, U s MPEABbABIIO JOKa3aTeNbCTRa.
Cornacen?
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MbHKC KMBHYN B 3Hak cortacud, u ITutep ne Bonsd yuer.

Crnenyromue apa JHS CTajli JETeHJApHBIMEI B UCTOPUH YOJUI-CTPUT.
TauHCTBEeHHbIH He3HAKOMEL, HEBO3MYTHMO BexxuBbii [Tutep ne Bonsd
3apaboTan HECKONIBKO THICAY JOJJIAPOB B PAJie MOJTHUEHOCHBIX CEJIOK
Ha aKIHAX, Kypc KoTopbIX [IuT BeI3yOpHn Ha mamsaTh no raseram B I1y-
OmuyHoIt 6ubIHOTEKE B CBOE BpEMs.

HIMst HOBOro TOproBOro reHusi pacnpoCTpPaHUIOCh M0 (PUHAHCOBBIM
Kpyram ¢ OBICTPOTOH JIECTHOI'O foXapa, ¥ K Beuepy MATHHULL Je Bonbd
CTajl He TonbKo Oorar, HO u u3BecTeH. Ero Opokep Ben cebs kpaiiHe
YHMXKEHHO MPH KKIOM XKECTe U BH3MIUBO CMESUICA OT TYMBIX OCTPOT
ne Bonbda. Ero nosenenue Obu10 BeCbMa JIECTHBIM.

Taxum o6pazoM, HEMHOTO yTOMJIEHHBIH e Bonbd cy660THHM yTpOM
CO CHUCXOJUTENIBHBIM BUJOM 3ailiesl B KOHTOpy MoaHkca Ha KoHu-A#-
JIEHJE, ¥ OMIIHYThCs HE ycne, KaK, KpaiiHe yAUBNEHHbIH, ObUI CXBaueH
MONULMEN U OTBE3EH B THOPbMY.

— 51 xo4y 3HaTh, — MOTpeGOBAJI OH y MONULECHCKOrO MarucTpara, — 4To
3HAYUT BCe 3TO?

U oH kuBHYyn B cropony Iluta MdHkca, 6eCriokoiiHO jkaBLIerocs B
JlalbHEM YTITy.

— OTOT JUKEHTIbMEH Hamnucall Ha Bac )kanoby, — OTBETUJI MarucTpar.
— Bbl 3aHMManuch npeackazaHuaMy CyAbObI.

Je Bonbd HenpuA3HEHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha CBOIO, TaK ckasaTb, MJIaJ-
LIYHO KOTHUIO.

— Thl xankuit, myneiii TAN, — cka3zai oH. — S Te6e He MeHCOBBIi ra-
JanbUMK U3 OyJbBapHOro JIUCTKA. SI — 3TO ThI, TOJNIBLKO 51 MPHOBLT U3 Oy-
ZyLIero, 4ToObl NoMoub Tebe HaXXUTLCS Ha 00Bane GOHAOBON OUPXKHU. ..

K HeMy BeXJIMBO MOACTYMHIM TpOe MYXYHH NMPodecCHOHATBHOrO
0011Ka M NPUHANKCH 3aJ]aBaTh BCAKUE YCIIOKAUBAIOLHE BONPOCHL. JTO
6b1M ABHO ncuxuarpbl. OHU UCCieloBaiu cTpaHHbli Open ae Bosbda
OTHOCHTENBHO Kpaxa YUII-CTPUT U €ro He MeHee CTpaHHOe yTBepx/e-
HHe, YTO OH NpuOBLT U3 OyayLIero.

Crano sicHo, 4To npousouuio. [Iut MaHkc, 06bI4HO caMblii 6eccTpall-
HBIN U3 BCEX JIIOLIEH, 10 yxaca ucrnyraics 6e3yMHoii 6ecenbl ¢ ae Bons-
¢oM. EcTb B 6e3yMIH YTO-TO TaKoe, YTO MyraeT JaXke CaMbIX Xpadphix
moneid. 1 MaHkc 3axoren n36aBUThCA OT CTPALUHOIO HE3HAKOMLIA.

Je Bonb¢ noHsn, 4yTo eMy ocTaeTcs TOJbKO OQHO: NpPU3HATh cebs
BHHOBHBIM M KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee BbIiTH Ha cBoOONy. Y Hero ele ObUIo
Obl BpeMsl U3MEHUTb CBOIO cTpareriio. OH HeMcTOBO pBaHyncs Kk [Tuty
MbHkcy.

— To1 60onBaH! — 3a0pait oH. — To €cTh, 5 XOTeN cKazaThb, 1 — OonBad! Jla
JaHO, MHE OTBpaTUTeNbHbI Mbl 00a! S npennaraio Tebe BOZMOXKHOCTD
Jyde3apHoro OyayIuero, A ThI MbITaellbCs 3aCaUTh MEHS B KyTy3Ky !
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[Tapa nonuueiickux pemnopTepoB, MOUYysSB CKaHAall, HapaBWIUCh K
HUM

— Ecnm yx Bbl 3HaeTe Bce Hanepes, — cka3ajl OMH U3 HUX, — TO, Kak
HacueT NpeAcKa3aHus pe3ynbTara cerofHsuHero gyroonsHoro Marya?

— Jla pagu bBora! — psiBkHyn emy ne Bonbd. — KopHenn Beldrpaer
y IlpuHcTOHA CO cueToM TpUHAALAThH : ceMb. MoxeTe fenarb Balld
CTaBKH.

B oTBeT penoprepsl paspazunuce OypHbiM cMexoM. KopHesn He ozep-
>kuBan nodeny y [IpuHcTona yxxe uenblx ABaauath asa roaa. e Boabd
ObLT JAOBeJeH 10 OELIEHCTRA, KOTIa MOBEPHYJICS K CyIAbe M MPEIIOKUI
NpU3HATh ce0s BUHOBHBIM B HAPYIICHUH 3aKOHA O TaJaHHU.

— CnyliaHue BO BTOPHUK, — COOOLUMI eMy CyAbs. — 3a0r B pa3mere
TPUALATH J0JIIapOB.

Yr1oObl OKOHYATENBHO BceX A0OUTh, Ae Bonbd nocran u3 kapmaHa
0aHKHOTY B ThICAUY /10JUIAPOB.

— Mensye Het, — 3adBHI1 OH. — Bo3pMuTe 3Ty.

IMo xpaiiHeii Mepe, OH MOMY4UI YAOBIETBOPEHUS OT CBOEH MmoTpsica-
IOLLEH BbIXOAKHU.

OfHaKo 3TOT XKecT OBICTPEHBKO JTOKa3aJl, YTO OH COBEPLUIII OLIHOKY.
3TO MPUBIEKIIO BHUMAHUE PENOPTEPOB, KOTOPbIE y3HAIU UMs e Bonbga
M3 MONMLENHCKOro 10ChE U HalMcaau O HeM 3aMeTKy. A yx koraa Kop-
HeIJ1 JeiCTBUTENBHO BRIMIpall Mary, HCTOpUS Havasa npuodperars pe-
asbHble uepThl. M Korna KTo-To B peakLIMOHHBIX IOMELIEHUSX CBA3all,
HakoHell, uMs 6oraroro nposuaua c [lurepom ae Bonbdom, ceHcauuei
Yomn-cTpuT, cTarbs Obljia MoMelleHa Ha epBoi nosoce.

KOI'TA AE BOJIb® nossuics B Cyle YTPOM BO BTOPHUK, Hame-
peBasich 3amaTUTh HeOONBILON WTpad U BEPHYTHCS K BaKHOMY Jeiy
yroBopoB [Tuta MaHkca-miaauiero, To oOHapyXui, 4To 3aji cyaa Obii
HabuT HapoaoM 10 cambix crponui. Camoii 3noBeuleii Oblna LepeHra
6oraro ofeThIX JitoAeH, CUAALIMX Ha IEPBOM PSALY.

e Bonb MOMEHTaNbHO y3Ha HECKOJbKUX U3 HUX, BKJIIOYas U CBO-
ero Opokepa. D10 ObUIM U3BECTHblE OMpIKEBbIC AeNblibl, BCe KaK OIWH
MHJUTHOHEpBl. MaHKC-MAaIuii Toxke ObUT B Cy/ie, BbIMIS/AS OAaB/IEH-
HbIM U TIPUHIDKEHHBIM.

Cynps, IBHO HaXOAWBIIMKCS MO AaBNE€HUEM U U3PsIHO HEPBHUYAIO-
Ui, oTKpbUI ciyanue. Jle Bonsd ObicTpo gocTan cBoit OyMaXKHUK |
nipu3Han ce0st BAHOBHbIM. MUJLIMOHEPbI OKPY>KMIIM BO3BbILIEHUE CYIbU
U TIPUHSUTHCH YTO-TO OOPMOTATh. 3aT€M CY/Ibsl BHIHEC pellieHHUE:

— llTpad B TpuALATH 1OMTAPOB WK TPHALATH AHEH 3aKJIIOUYEHUS. ..
Wnu n 10 1 1pyroe, ecnu Bbl HE CMOXKETE 10Ka3aTh CBOKO CIOCOOHOCTD
npelBUAETH Oynyiiee.
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W Ha nuue y cybu NoSBUIIaCh HACMEILIMBas ybiOKa. 3aJ1 3aX1XUKal.

— DTO BCE JYPHO MaxHET, — 03aJa4eHHo npobopmotan e Bonbd.

OH ellie He BIOJIHE NOHAJ, B YEM TYT JIeJI0, HO B 3TOM JieJie 1yBCTBO-
BaJICS KaKkoi-To 3aroBop. OH He MOT MO3BOJIMTH UM 3acajluTh ceds B
TIOPEMY Ha TPUALATh AHEH. 3a 3T0 BpeMs Mpou30iijieT kpax GpoHI0BOI
OUpIKH, @ U3 TIOPEMBI OH HUYET0 He CMOXKeT c/leNath. JT1o ObL1 caboTax,
CIIOBHO KaKOH-TO HALIUCTCKUi1 areHT NpoKpascs B MpoLuioe, YToOkI pas-
OuTh Brpebe3rn 6IaropogHbIA MIHKCUAHCKUT TIPOSKT!

— A myman, uyro Oyaer npocto wrpad, — MOKOPHO cKaszal OH, — IM03-
TOMY He B3sJ1 ¢ co0o¥t afjBokaTa. A noceMy s MpOLIY OTJIOKHUTH CITyIa-
HHE Jena.

Borareu 3aBopyainy, Cybs CTall UM YTO-TO TBEPAUTH B CBOE ONpaB-
nanue, Ho ae Bonbg O6bu1 B cBoMX npaBax. [loaToMy ciyuraHue aena
OTJIOXKUIIM Ha YeTBEpr HOINONMYAHU. MrHoOBeHHE Cyabsi konebancs, He
CTOUT JIM YCTAHOBUTh FPOMAJHbII 3a0r, HO BUJI TOJICTOro OyMakHHUKa
OTBETYHKA YOeus ero, 4To 310 ObLIO OBl GecHoNe3HO.

OcTtaBlIUCh BpeMeHHO Ha cBoboze, ne Boned noexan B bpykiauw,
4yTo6bl 00AYMaTh Ha AOCyre, MoyeMy BCSAKUH pa3 BO BpeMs MyTelie-
CTBHS BO BpEMEHU OH YXUTpPSETCS BIANAThCA B Kakoe-HUOYIb JEpPbMO.

B naHHOM cnyuae, Ou3HecMeHbl ¢ YOJI-CTPUT ObLIM BIi€YATICHBI
KyTko#H crocobHocThIO e Bonbga 6uTh B camoe A67104K0 U HECKOJIBKO
BOJIHOBAJIUCH OT €ro MPOrHo30B oOBana GonaoBoro peiHka. He to, uto
Ob1 OHUM BepuIH, YTO e Bonbg neiicTBUTENEHO MOXET NpeACKa3bIBaTh
Oynyiuee, Ho...

B npuHuune, ocTaBaioch HEMOHATHBIM, ITOYEMY KpYIHbIe OHpiKeBbIE
BOPOTUJIbI HE MOMBITANKCH NPUHATH Ae Bonbda B cBoii kpyr, a Hanpo-
THB, OTHECIIUCH K HEMY, KaK K YYyXaKy, Kak kK OracHoOMy (pUHaHCOBOMY
POKaXEHHOMY, KOTOpPBIi, Ka3aJloCch, 3aMaxHYJICS Ha BCIO UX CHCTEMY,
uyToOBbI pa3HecTH ee BapeOes3rd, a moTtoM coobuTb 06 3TOM BceMy
cBeTy. Ho nouemy >ke OHU XOTeNH 3aTKHYTh eMy POT JIMIIbL Ha BpeMs?

MoxeT ObITh, TIOTOMY, YTO — HEBaXKHO, PUHAHCOBBII e Bonbd renuii
WM DKCTPACEHC, — HO OHM XOTENIM MCIMOJIb30BaTh €ro COCOOHOCTU B
Oyaywem. Momennuku! Ho uTo elue Xyxe, OHM IeiiCTBUTEIBHO MOTJIH
y6paTb €ro ¢ ap€Hbl Ha HECKOJIBKO peLIaOIINX m{eﬁ H HEC NaTb TaKUM
00pa3oM HaXXHTbCs Ha Kpaxe Oupaicu!

Ecnu, KoHEYHO, OH He CyMeeT J1oKa3aTh, YTO MOXET NpeAcKa3biBaTh
Oynmyiee. Y TeM caMbIM yiIeT OT 3aKoHa. ..

[To nuny ne Bonbda memneHHo, kak HedTh Mo BoAe, pa3iuiach
ynbibka. Ecte uges! OH gokaxet 310! OH MocaauT B JIyXy 3THX TOJ-
cTocymoB! Bosbilie TOro, OAHOBpEMEHHO OH cyMeeT yOenuTh B CBOEil
npaBoTe U MaieHbkoro ynpsamua ITuta MoaHkca. [le Bonbd MbiciaeHHO
BO3JIEPKAJICS OT HENECTHBIX MUTETOB. B KOHIE KOHILIOB, 3TO ke ObLI
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oH caM. Ho, KOHeuHO, CTOHMT IOKa3ark 3TUM OorayaM napoyKy TPIOKOB.
[To cpaBHEHUIO C UCTILITAHUSAMY, TPO3ALIMMU LIMBUIM3ALUH, MAIEHbKAs
Hepaszbepuxa OyzneT Menoybio. CyluM mycTskom!

OH OCTOPOXKHO IMOJIE3 MAJIBIIAMU B POT, CHST HIXKHIOKO 3yOHYIO IIa-
CTHHKY ¥ HEXHO Morsjen Ha Hee. [JoCTeneHHO 40 Hero JOouuIo, 4To
OH IEPXHT B pyKe MHCTPYMEHT Ui (UHAHCOBOrO KpYyIIEHHS ThICAY
cocTosHui!

OKMBHUBILUMCH, e Bonbt nocetun kpynueiimero 8 Heto-Hopxke
JTAaHTUCTa, Y KOTOPOro ObLIO0 MHOTO NMomolHUKOB. K 3ameluarenscTBy
3TOr0 rocnoAnHa, e Boybd Kynun aBa eciaTka Takux nnactiH. OKoH-
yaresbHasg NOArOHKA Obla eMy HeBaXKHa, JMilb Obl OHM UMENHU TE JKe
pa3Mepbl M OYepTaHus YTO U UCXOAHAs MiacTuHa Ae Bonbda.

3areM OH BeJieJl HANIOJIHUThL BCe KOPEHHbIE 3yObl MJIACTHH cepebpoM.
VY nanTHCcTa GBITO 3HAKOMOE YyXe, JUKOe BBIpaXKEHHE JIMLA, KOraa OH
cMoTpen Ha cTpanHoro kinenta. Ho ne Bonbd npexynpeausn 3BOHOK
KOMIETEHTHbIM MeJMKaM COBEPLUEHHO HHOTO MpoQuIs, B3MaxXHyB TON-
CTO# NauKoM 10J1apOB.

— OTO mpOCTO LIYTKA, AOK, — C YNIbIOKO# moscHun oH. — [Ipocro 3a-
OaBHas IIyTKa.

3areM, MoJSy4uB JBaJlaTh 3alOJHEHHBIX cepeOpoM 3yOHBIX MpoTe-
30B, e Bonb( no6aBun kK cBouM TpodesM MaleHbKUH MeLIoYeK ¢ Kap-
OOpYH/IOBBIM MOPOLIKOM. YCMeXasiCh, OH BEPHYJICSl B CBOH POCKOLIHBIH
HOMep B FOCTHHHUIE U Hayall 3KCIIePUMEHTHPOBATh.

CHavasa OH HaHec KapOOpyHIOBBIH MOPOLIOK MOBEpPX 3y00B, C HANU-
TbIM B HUX cepeOpoM, 3aTeM CyHyJ MjacTuHy B poT. Hekotopoe Bpems
OH NOCHENl HENOABUXKHO, 3aTeM BbiHYJ [UIACTUHY U OTOpocUn ee B
CTOPOHY.

HeBsTh pa3 oH Oe3pe3ynbTaTHO MOBTOPsII CBOM xkcnepuMeHT. Ho Ha
JecaThlit 1obuncs ycnexa.

Korna ae Boabg cyHyn mnacTuHy B poT, TO yciblluan ciadyro, HO
BEeCbMa OTYETIMBYIO MY3bIKaJlbHYIO MENOAMIO, MAYLILYIO NPAMO €My B
rojioBy. 1o 6bUTO cTpaHHOe owyuieHue. Jle Bonbd BocxuileHo pac-
cMesics, Korja MpU3pauHbli rojoc npousHec:

— Bbl ciywiaere paguoctanumio HMke-B-Hke.

Je Bonwd cpenan To, 4TO XOT€N — MUHUATIOPHBI AETEKTOPHbIM
paguonpueMHuK y ceds Bo pTy. UToObl BBIKIIOUUTB €ro, HYXKHO OblIO
MPOCTO OYUCTUTH 3yOHOI IIeTKoM kapOopyHA. DTa uaes NpHULUIA eMy
B TOJIOBY, KOTZ]a OH BCIIOMHUJI O BBIYUTAHHOM B Ta3eTax 3KCIEPUMEHTE,
npoBeiecHHOM B JlayiekoM 1942 roay. Jle Bonbkd pafxocTHO MoTep pyKH.
Hy, Teniepb OH NoKaxeT 3TMM MOLIEHHUKaM napy (okycos...
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Korna 65110 BHOBB OTKPHITO ciyluanue no aeny Ilutepa ne Bonbda,
3a1 cyJa, B OTJIMYKME OT MepBOro pasa, Obul crpaHHo mycT. [le Bonbd
YCMeXHYJICS IIPY TAKOM [TOJTBEPKAECHHU CBOMX BIBOJJOB OTHOCHTENBHO
noOyxaeHuil Ou3HecMeHOB ¢ YoJui-cTpuT. O4eBUAHO, OHU HE XOTENH
3puTteneil uin pernoprepoB. B 3asne ObUT TOMBKO COBEPLIEHHO 3alllyraH-
HbI Cyabs, Jja MpauHble MUJUIMOHEPbI M BKOHel] 00e3ymeBiuuit ITut
MbHke.

— JKaneeus yxe, 4TO 3aBapui 3Ty Kallly, HE Tak JIN? — ckasal Je
Bonbdp Mbdukcy. — Hy, He BonHyiics. Ceifuac s Bce paspyio, IpUudeM
TakK, YTO Thl YOSAUIIBCS, YTO TON HOUBIO S cKka3an npasay. [ToMHue?

MB3HKC 3a7I0MUI pyKH B Ge3MOJIBHOM 3ameluarenscTBe. Jle Bonbd
MOBEPHYJICA K OCTaJIbHBIM.

— 51 He npuBen ¢ coboit agBokara, Bama Yects. S cam Oyny 3ammu-
marb ceds. S He npu3Haio cebsi BUHOBHBIM, TaK KaK MOTY 0Ka3aTb, 4TO
JIeliCTBUTENLHO 3HAatO Oyayluee.

DOKOHOMHYECKHE POSJIMCTBI BO3MIABNSN HEekMi Bypike, KOTOpbIf
MONHSAJICA OT XO35MHA MaK/IEePCKOH KOHTOPbI 0 «OapoHa-rpabutens»,
YHUUTOXKUB BCEro JIMIUb JECATOK CBOMX JIyYIUMX JApy3el. M 3T0T BOT
9K3EMIUIP 3aroBOpHJl OOBOPOKUTENBHEIM TOJIOCOM, MOCMaTpHBas Ha
cnuHy e Boabga, urobbl HaliTH MecTo, Kyzia Jyyllue BOTKHYTh HOX.

— Jpy3bs, noyeMy Obl HaMm He 00oiTHCH 6e3 3Tol ryno# mo3sl. Msl
BCE 31€Ch pa3yMHble roau. JlaBajiite Gnike k geny, He Tak au? Y Bac,
KaXKETCsl, €CTh HEKOE OMacHO OCTPOE NOHUMAHUE TeHACHUMI pbIHKA, U
MBI IPOCTO XOTUM YCIBILIATE O Ballieif CUCTEME... U MOHATH, AeHCTBU-
TENBHO JIM YTO-TO CTOUT 3a BallleM 3asABIIEHHEM O TOM, YTO HAC MOXET
oxunarh pe3kuii cnaa. Koneuno, Bawy daHTacTHyeckue NporHosbl Ha-
CHET MOJIHOTO Kpaxa pbIHKA — MoJiHeHas. . .

— Her. 5 npocTo 3Hato 6yayiiee, — ynpsimo nosropui e Bonsd. — Y
JIOKaxy 3TO.

BCTAB HA 3ITY no3uuuto, ne Bonbsd Hawan ObICTpbI aHAMU3
BCeMHpHOI uctopuu ¢ 1929 no 1942 rona. OH onucan kpax 6Mpxu u
TI0CJIeJOBAaBLIYIO Aenpeccuto, HoBblit kype, npuxoa k Baactu ['utnepa,
BOIiHY, aBTOMAThI [Tl MMHOONA M YKIIOHSIOILMXCS OT CITY>KObl — MpUYEM
COBEpPLUEHHO 3aBOPOXKUJI ayAUTOPHIO, JIETKO NEepeckakuBas ¢ TEMbl Ha
TEMY U MPOABJISs IBHOE 3HAKOMCTBO CO BCIKOrO poza AeTansamu. Llensii
Y4ac HUKTO He MPOM3HEC HU CIIOBA, 3a HCKITIoUeHHeM Je Bonbda.

Ho xorna oH 3akoHuun, Bypxe ynblOHyncs ¢ MOJHEHIINM HeLOBe-
pUeM Ha JiuLe.

— Baiue 0603penue 6yayniero BeCbMa HHTEPECHO, HO HENIENO BO MHO-
rux mecrax. BceM M3BeCTHO, HalpuUMep, YTO HEMELKMHA MUIUTAPU3M
ObUT COKpYLUEH pa3 1 HaBcerza ewe B 1918 roxy. U B mobom ciyuae, BbI
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He CMOXeTe JI0Ka3aThb HU CJIOBAa U3 CKa3aHHOI'0, IOTOMY YTO MbI HE MO-
JKEM KJIaTh MECsLibl, & TO U rofbl, YTOObl IPOBEPUTH BALLU POCCKA3HU.

— EcTecTBeHHO, — yOBNETBOPEHHO KUBHYI A¢ Bonbg. — Bam HyXHbI
JI0Ka3aresIbCTBA, KOTOpble MOXHO MpoBepuTh. Hampumep, ceromHsmi-
Hue coObITHs. YTO mpoucxoauT B Mupe ceifuac. Yto npousoiiger B cie-
ayrouwmii yac. Hy, nagHo.

OH B3MIsHYN Ha yackl. YeTbipe nononyaHu. OH OTNMYHO NPOTAHYN
BpeMs. Toraa oH paccesHHO 0CTall U3 KapMaHa JXUJeTa IenoTKy Kap-
6opyHIa U OpoTep UM 3yOHYIO I1aCTHHY, COBEPLICHHO YBEPEHHBIi, YTO
3TO HU Y KOO He BbI30BET HY MaJIeHIIUX MOJO3PEHUH.

3areM HacTpoOWJICA Ha PEryispHblil BblyCK HOBOCTEW, U CTal CHo-
KOMHO, CIOBO B CJIOBO, [NOBTOPATH COOOLIEHNE BCiiea 3a panuo. Yemo-
CTU MWUJIMOHEPOB OTBHCIM, UX BNAJeNblibl C COMHEHUEM YCTaBHJIUCH
Ipyr Ha apyra. Jle Boabd nepeiuen Bce rpaHuipl, 3asBuB, 4to [lnara
3a MonvaHue BbIMIpaeT NAThIA 3ae3/1 B TeKyLuX 6erax B Hmo-fiopxe.

Bypxe cpouno nobexan mokynarb ra3ery 4 BEpHYJICs, TOPXKECTBY-
IoLe pa3MaxuBas ero. Pazymeercs, B razete He ObIJI0 HU €J10Ba O TOM, O
4yeM roopun ae Bonbg.

— KoneuHo, Het, — kuBHy" e Bonbg. — D10 *Ke elne He MPOU30LLIIO.
Wny npoucxonuT npsMo cetivac. Uurtaiite BeuepHHUil BBIMYCK, M BCE
noiimere. — Jle Bonbg 3amonuan, npuHMMas 3aKOYUTENILHYIO YacTb
nocnegHux usBectuii. — [lpountaiite cnopTBHy0 cTpanuuy. Tam Ha-
MKCAHO O LIeCTOM 3ae3ze. B Hem nmobeaut Ma benn.

Bypixe 6BICTPO MPOCMOTPEN HYXKHYIO CTPAHULLY.

— JleficTBUTENBHO, B LUECTOM 3a€3/ie 3asBleHa Jolaab 1o UMeHn Ma
Benn. [No3Bonute Ha unnoapom. OHa kak pa3 JO/KHA OexaTb.

KT0-TO no6exan 3BOHUTb U BEPHYJICA C BbIMyYEHHbIMHU [Mazamu. Jle
Bosab¢ npaBuibHO HazBan nodeautenet B 06oux 3aezgax. OH NO3BOHMI
TaKXke B peldaKUMuIO ra3eTbl, YTOObI MPOBEPUTH NMAPOUYKY KMPOTHO30BY
ne Bonbda, BEIOpaHHBIX Hayraa. B razere noaTBepawiu, 4To BCe TaK
1 €CTb, XOTA BbIIYCK C 3TUMU HOBOCTAMM €lle He Bblllesl U3 NeyaTHOi
MalluHbI.

OT1o 6bLT camblii Xpynkuid MoMeHT. Ecniu Obl cipocunu, Hanmpumep,
0 ceapbMOoM 3ae3fe, ne Bonb( HuYero 661 HE CMOT OTBETUTH, MOCKOJIBKY
MOCJIeAHUE U3BECTHUS YK€ 3aKOHUMUIIUCh U MO paguo TPaHCIMpPOBAIH
TaHUEBANbHYIO My3biky. PakTUUeCcKu, ecnu Obl MarHaThl 4yThb-4yTh [O-
Jymalli, To Moy Obl coobpa3utsb, uto Ae Bonbd pacckazan o coObl-
TUAX, TPOUCILEALLNX Yac-1Ba Ha3a,.

Ho ne Bonbd paccuuTsiBan Ha TO, YTO BCE 3TO ObLIM COOBITHA, O
KOTOpbIX OH HMKAaK He MOr Y3HaTh 3apaHee, U YX, TeM Ooiee, HE MOr
yrajars.
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Jonras, Tsokenas THIIMHA ObLia, HaKOHeNl, Hapy[IeHa XpHIUIBIM Io-
nocom [Tuta MaHkca-Mnaguero.

— Bor Tak wryka! Jla 3ToT napeHb, AeHCTBUTENRHO, 3HaeT OyayLiee!

Jle Bonbsd ycMexHycs ¥ CTPAXHYI € Ileya BOOOpakaeMyo IBITHHKY.
OH noGean, NOTOMY YTO Bcerda AOOUBACS TakK yclexa B IMpOLLIOM.

Byp>xe koH(uAEHIIMATBHO HAKIOHUICS K HEMY.

—Mucrep... 3-3... ne Bonbd. S HacueT Baiero npeABUACHH O Kpaxe
pbIHKa. BBI XO0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO 8ce PoHABI pe3ko nanyT? S, Harmpumep,
uMelo celiuac Ha pykax «Hpio-Mopk u lapnem»...

Jle Bonbs¢ couyBCTBEeHHO YNBIOHYIICA eMy. DTO ObUIM Kak pa3 Te ak-
II1M, Ha KOTOPbIX OH COOUpAJICA CKOJIOTHTH cebe COCTOsHUE.

— Yepes nath aueii «Hplo-Mopk u Tapnem» ynajaer Ha COTHIO
NYHKTOB.

Hactynuno norpsceHHoe MoyaHue.

— Hy, pasymeercs, Mou akiuM «AMEPUKAHCKOTO TEXHMYECKOIO
CHMpTa» B MONHON 6e30nacHOCTH, — pa3falcs, HakoHel, Yel-To HeyBe-
PEHHBIH roJoc.

Orto ObUM Kak pa3 akuuu, BblOpaHHble ae Bonbdom Bo BrOpyro
oyepe/b.

— 3aBTpa — a 3TOT JeHb BOIJET B UCTOPUIO MOA Ha3BaHUeM YepHo#
ITaTHUUBI, — BalM aKkUWK yMagyT Ha JBajuath naTh MyHKToB. M 3TO
TOJILKO Hayasio.

OH ynbIOHYJCS, BEXJIMBO M TOPXKECTBYIOLLE, YyBCTBYS, Kak BOKpYT,
nofo0HO HOXAEBOW BOAE B NpPOTEKaloUleM MojBalle, NOAHUMAETCS
NaHuKa.

KYCOYEK YEJOBEYECTBA ueHoii B IATHAECAT MUIJIMOHOB
JIONIapoB — Ha Oymare — OOCTY U CYAbIO U TPUHSIICS YTO-TO OOpMO-
Tarh. HakoHen, Byprke BHOBb noBepHyics k e Bonbay.

— MbI mMy00Ko U3BUHAEMCS, HO BBIHY>KIEHBI TOCTYNUTh TaK, YTOOBI
HH CJIOBA HE IIPOCOYUIIOCH HAPYXKY, TOKA MBL... 3-3... HE IPUMEM MEpHI
IUTS OXpaHbl CBOUX UHTEPECOB. A Bbl, — Byprke cMaxHyn pykaBoM MOT CO
nba, — CITUIIKOM JIIOOUTE pacnycKaTh A3bIK. BOIOCh, BbI BCE XK€ TOJIXKHBI
OTCUZAETH CBOU TPUALATh AHEH.

— Uro?! — B3opBasics e Boabd. — Bbl He MOXeTe Tak NOCTYNUTh CO
mHo#! Cynps cka3al, 4To s Oyny cBOOOIEH, eciii JOKaxy, 4TO AEHCTBU-
TeNbHO 3Hato Oyayiee! M BooO1ie, KTO BbI Takue, 4YTO IPUroBapuBaeTe
MeHs? DTO ke HOHCEHC!

Ho cynps, ¢ kpaiiHe BUHOBAaTHIM BUIOM, MOATBEpAUI cnoBa bypxe.

— Tpuauare aHel TIopbMBbL. Jes10 3aKphITO.

— Kto MbI Takue? — MpayHo ycMexHyncs Bypxe. — Mbl npeacraBu-
TENY 3HAYUTENBHOTO NMOJTUTHIECKOTO BIUSHUA. YIIOBUIN CMBICT?
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He Bonbd cmeicn ynosmi. Ho He Bce elile ObUIO MOTEPSHO, €CIN OH
cymeeT yoeauts [1uta MoHkca-Miaauiero pasaeinnTb ¢ HUM cyasdy. U
OH IIOBEPHYJICSA K MaJIeHbKOMY 4eJIOBEYKY, HO Byprke He an eMy HU4ero
CKazarTb.

— Yro e KacaeTcs UCTLA, — 3aBUJI 3TOT YBakKaeMblii IpeCTaBUTENb
BIIMSIHUS, YKa3biBass Ha M3HKCa, — TO S He JyMalo, YTO MBI MOXEM J10-
BepAThb U ero A3blky. Bauia YecTb, Henb3s 1 3a€p>KaTh U €ro 3a Kako-
e-HuOy/Ab HapylleHue 3aKkoHa?

— I'M-M... MoeT, OH cTaHET BaXXKHBLIM cBueTeleM. KTo 3HaeT? — u
CyZbsi OCBETHUII JTy4e3apHOH yybIOKOH BCIO KOMIIAHUIO AeTbLOB. — JIyulie
NOAEpKaTh €ro NnoA 3aMKOM JBaJLaTh YeThlpe yaca, IPOCTO Ha BCAKUMN
ciy4aii. OToro BaM XBaTuTt?

Bypxe cornacuincs, 4ro 3Toro OyaeT BHojiHe AocTaroyHo. M nBepu
TIOPbMBI 3aKpbUIHUCH 3a Ji¢ Boabpom u [TutoMm Mankcom-mMnaammm. ¥
nocJyeiHero 6T BUJL YeNnoBeKa, KOTOPBIH AEpHYI 3a XBOCT KOLIKY, a Ta
okazasiach BAPYr TUrpoM. OH Obln CIMLIKOM HalyraH NpOUCXOAsLUM
BOKpYT, TaK YTO Jaxke He MOTPYAMJICA NPOTECTOBaTh MPOTUB SIBHO Ca-
OpUKOBaHHOTO OOBUHEHMS.

U 310 6b111 y2KE Aaneko He NepBbli pa3, Korna 3700y YHbli myTele-
CTBEHHUK BO BPEMEHHU BKyLIaJl FOPbKWIl Mion JuiieHus: cBobonsl. OH
no6siBan ¥ B 60see cTapuHHbIX TIOPbMaX, HO HUIJE elle He BCTpeyal
Oonee TBepabIX TIOpeMiLKKOB. [le Bonbd yrpoxan, OyiueBas, noaiu3bi-
BaJICS U JaXKe MONpoOOBas NpeAaoKUTh TIOPEMILUKY B3ATKY, HO Bce Oe3
TonKy. CTano O4eBUHO, YTO CaMble KPUTHUECKUE YACHl CBOCH XHU3HU
06a MaHKca MoTpaTsST B MEP3KOM 3aTOYEHHH.

— Hy, norogute! — 3akpuyan ne Bonb¢ ronoii crene. — 3o eue He
xoHel! 5 Bceraa B mocieHUI MOMEHT HaxOAuJ BbIXOJ NpH MOMOLIU
MOEro 0CTporo ymal

EIVHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM Ha 3TH CJIOBa ObUTO U3AEBATENHCKOE 3XO.

e Bonbd c npe3penuem u oTBpallieHreM nocMorpen Ha [Tura MaHk-
ca-MJIajiLlero, u3-3a HeJOBEPYUBOCTH KOTOPOro U NpOM30LUIM BCE ITH
HENPUATHOCTU. M3HKC, HEMPaBWIBHO NOHSB 3Ha4Y€HUE B3MNIsa CBOErO
TOBapHUUIa [0 Kamepe, YTPoXKaroLle 0CKaJIUIICA.

— Ecnu BB MOXKETE Tak Jierko BUJIETh Oyayliee, — IpoBopyall OH, — TO
JIOTDKHBI 3HATh, YTO C BaMy OYJET, €ClNH Bbl NOAHMMETE Ha MEHS PYKY.

e Bonb( Tonbko noxain mieyaMu 1 B OTHassHUU OTBepHYcs. Byny-
uiee Ob110 CIMIIKOM SICHBIM. 3aBTpa HACTYNUT JBAJALATH NSATOE OKTIOPS,
Yepnas [TaTanua!l Ay pyxHyT 3a 4eThIpe Haca J0 3aKpbITHs OUpPXKH.
A BO BTOpHUK BCE YBHUJIAT, KaK YEThIpHAAUATh MUJUTHAPIOB JOJUIAPOB
NpeBpaTWIUCh B Mpax, U HayHeTcs oOlleHAaLMOHaNbHAs MaHuKa Mnpo-
JaXu ocTaBUIUXCs (POHIOB.
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M Bce HauHeT OKOHYATENBHO PyHIUThCA. Pokderiep noTpaTuT COTHH
TBICAY B TIOMNBITKE CTaOUIM3UPOBAThL PhIHOK. ToMac B. JJaMOHT 00bsaBUT
O CJIO)KMBLUEHCSA CUTYyall, U ero ycjbllaT BCe, IOTOMY 4TO K 3TOMY
BPEMEHHU BCs CTpaHa yxe OyleT HacTpoeHa Ha (MHAHCOBBIE HOBOCTH.
Ho nuuero He momoxer. @uHaHCOBBIA kpax Oyzer pactu. O, na, ae
Bonbd npexpacHo 31an Oyayiee.

Ho xakuMm e obpa3om Hayancs 3toT kpax? U Tyt y ne Bonsda mo-
MYTHJIOCH B IJ1a3ax OT y»kaca. Kpax npousolen noToMy, YTO OH TOJBKO
410 YO Ky4Ky BeCbMa 3HauUHTENbHbIX BlaJesblieB aKluii, YTO OHU
JOMKHBI MTHOBEHHO JIMKBUAUPOBATH cBoM (o pI! FiIMEeHHO 3Ta rpymnna
(rHaHCHCTOB, BO MiaBe ¢ Bypike, 1 HaYHET CPOUHYIO MPOJAXY aKLMUiA,
YTO BbI30BET NOCIEAYIOLLYIO CHEXHYIO JJaBUHY. M3HKC. .. 3-3... TOUHee,
[Tutep ne Boash — ObIT OTBETCTBEHEH 3a caMblii yXacHbIil PHUHAHCO-
BbIil kpax B ucropuu!

JAE BOJIb® I'OPBKO xanen o ToM, 4TO 3ps TPaTUT TyT BpeMms, U
CTPacTHO XOTeJ OKa3aThkCs B Apyrom Mecte. B mobom. I'ne yrongno. Ho
[POLLIO LieNbIX TPU JHS 0 TOrO, KaK ero xejaHue ObU10 UCIIOIHEHO Off-
HOBPEMEHHO C TOJIOBOKPYKUTENBHBIM YYBCTBOM MaJIeHNs B O€31HY ...

Bxuununk!

OxkazaBunch B 1abopatopu, [TMT M3HKC OTTONKHY HIOXATENbHYIO
COJlb, KOTOPY10 AOKTOP I'opanno Maiixeitm fepxxall y Hero 1o Hocom, 1
BCKOUYMI Ha HOrM. OH auko nornaaen Ha Kpecno BpeMeHU, KOTOpoe Tak
[OBEJIO €ro, U W3/aj y>KacHblii BOIUIb.

— Hukorna 6onbiue, — npopeBen oH, 3aibixasick. — Ha ceit pa3 s
TBepAO 3TO obelnaro!..

Maiixeiim CO4yBCTBEHHO 3aKyJaxTall.

— Hackosnbko 4 mOHsI, TBOM MJaHbl HE BIOJHE YJANUCh, MaJbuUK
moii. Ho yTo... 3-3... npou3souno?

[Tyt B3APOrHYN OT MPOCTO MBICTH.

— O, Huyero! Boo6ie Huuero. [Ipocro Benukas Jlenpeccus ciayyu-
nacb o moeii BuHe! 51 o6py1umn GoHA0BBII PBIHOK, @ TAKXKE, KaXeTcs, U
Pecnybnukanckyto naptuto. bBankporcTBo 6aHKOB, ouepeny 3a xjiebom,
Hossiil kypc, nocobus no 6e3padboruue, MoxeT, aaxe ['utnep... U Bce
3TO CAYYHJIOCH JIMLUB IOTOMY, YTO sl COBEPLUMI MAIEHBKYIO IKCKYPCHIO
B npouwtoe! — OH cOApOTHYJCs, NMpeACTaBsAs cebe BCe 3TH YXKACHBIE
MOXPOOHOCTH.

Hoxrop Maiixeiim neyanbHO nokayasn rojioBoii.

— U B ntore Thi He caenan cede coctosHue. YTo Xk, s 3TOro... IM...
oxuzan. S Bceraa 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO HAIUM NPOHUKHOBEHHUS B MPOILJIOE,
XOTs W BECbMa MHTEPECHbIC, HUKAK HE MOTYT U3MEHUTb HEU3MEHHOE
HacTosiiee. A 3Haelllb, 4TO Thl JOJDKEH Obl clienarb?
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— 3acTpeNuThC Mecsl Ha3al, — Mpa4Ho mpoBopyal [1Tut.

— Her-ner, Manpuuk Moif. BMecTo Toro, 4yrobbl melTaThcs 3apado-
TaTb COCTOSIHME CAMOCTOATENBHO — MPU NOMOIUM paHHeH Bepcuu Tebs
camoro, — Tebe Hy>XHO OBUIO JIUIIb B3STh CBOM MEPBOHAYANIbHBI BbIU-
Ipbill ¥ NOJOXKUTH €ro Ha LeeBoid Bkiaa Ha ums I[lura MaHkcea, ¢ yc-
JIOBMEM HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH A0 1942 roza. Tel 3TO N€TKO MOT clienarhb
B o0pase ne Bonwda. M B Halle BpeMs Thl MOr Obl Jierko 3abparb 3Tu
JIEHbIH. A 3Haellb, CKOJIBKO Habexasio Obl Mo npoLeHTam?

[Mur B3Momuncs, 4ytoObl Hebeca ynepkanu €ro OT NOCHELIHbIX
JefdcTBUH.

— Tonbko HEe rOBOpUTE MHE HUYe20! — B3pEBEN OH.

Ho MaiixeiiM, He ciymas ero, MpUHAJICSA Pa3BUBATh CBOIO UICIHO.

— D70 Be/ib OYEHB MPOCTO cAenarTh. ECU Thl HEHAJONI0 BEpHEIUbCS
B 1929 rog, TO...

OH 3aMojyall, U3yMJIEHHBIA U pa3oyapoBaHHbli. I[loToMy uTO enuH-
CTBEHHbIM OTBETOM €My IOC/IeloBajl CTyK 3axJionblBarolleiics napaj-
HO# JIBepH U yOerarouiye Liary. ..

De Wolfe Of Wall Street, (Thrilling Wonder Stories, 1943, Ne 2 ), nep.
Anopeu Bypyes
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